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HE extraordinary Approbation the 


two former Volumes of this Work 


have met with from all Perſons of 


Polite Tafte, both in France and England, 
is a ſufficient Teſtimony of their Excellency - 
but becauſe the whole Matter ſeem'd to be 
eoncluded in the laft, and ſomePerſons from 
thence may infer this to be a ſpurious 
Addition; we think it neceſſary to inform 
the Publick, that it was at the Requeſt of 
ſeveral of the firft Nobility of France that 


the Author was prevail d on to make a Con- 


tinuation. Whoever examines and compares 
the one with the other, will eaſily perceive 
they were wrote by the ſame Hand that Pu- 
rity of Language; that Spirit and Delicacy 
of Sentiment; that Exactueſs of Chronology, 
and Geography, which is to be found in all 
the Ladys Quotatious from Hiftory, and 
Deſcriptions of Places, could be imitated by 
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very few, if any of that Sex; nor would one 


of the other,” capable of doing it, be readily 
perſuaded to loſe tha Glory of ſo many fine Qua- 


u 0 as this. 


E are well informed the Lady will oblige 
_ the// orld with a fourth Volume, and no more; 
ich, as dos as it appears, we ſpall take care 


lifications as are requſite to furnifh a Work. 


to render into Engliſh with the ſame fidelity 


aud exafneſs as we have hitherto done, and 
believe our ſelves altogether out of danger, that 


the Reader will complain, as it frequently hap- 


pens to other Authors, that this will be too 
Volaminous to be Agreeable.' Fo 
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s che agreeable Seaſon of the Year was 
SS but juſt began, when Urania quited her 
"Wl amiable Retreat to be preſent at the Nup- 
dals of Camilla and Flrinda, with A. 
„% and Era/mus ; ſhe had no ſooner 
GELS ſatished the Demands of Friendſhip, 
than ſhe propoſed to Thel/amont returning into the Coun- 
try. This tender Husband, who, the longer he was 
fo, became more and more the Lover, never thought 
| himſelf ſo happy as when free from thoſe Interrupti- 
ons, which the hurry of all great Cities continually 
rive to the ſoft and more truly pleaſing Ideas of the 
Soul, conſented with pleaſure ; and in about eight 
Days after the two beautiful Coufins had ſubmitted to 
the Laws of. Hymen, went with Urania to take leave of 
them. 13 i 
' OROPHANES and Felicia could not reſolve to ſepa- 
rate themſel ves from Perſons they loved with ſo much 
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AﬀeRtion, and having agreed to be of the Party in this 
Retirement, accompanied Thelamont and Urania in the — 
Viſit to Camilla and Florinda; but the Deſign of it was 
no ſooner known, than the former of theſe amiable La- 
dies cry'd out with her ordinary-Gaiety, How, beauti- 
ful Urania / do you pretend to go without us? No The- 
| lamont, no Orephanes, continued ſhe, with the ſame 
Tone; it ſhall not be ſaid, that our Husbands have leſs 
Tenderneſs than yourſelves, or that they prize Liberty 
beyond the Copverſation of thoſe they are bound to 
love; and I am much miſtaken if Florinda, Alphonſo, © 
and Era/mus will ſuffer ſuch an Affront. 

DOUBT it not, ſaid Eraſmus, charming Camilla; 

Florinda and myſelf will follow Urania and Thelamont, 
where- ever they are pleas'd to lead. Alpbonſo, hav- 
ing join'd in this Aſſurance, the Tenderneſs of theſe 
eight Friends ſeem'd to be 'renew'd with added Vi- 
gour: nor indeed could it be otherwiſe, between Per- 
ſons of ſo exact a Conformity of Diſpoſition, and who 
in every Action had Virtue and Good-Nature for their 
Guides, 

THE next Morning being agreed on for their De- 
parture, the reſt of the Day was paſt in apprizing thoſe. 
of it, whoſe Company would be agreeable to them in 
the Retirement they were going to; and every thing 
happening according to their Defire, they ſet ont with, 
a pleaſure which ſhewed itſelf in every Lock and Mo- 
tion. In this happy turn of Nase did they arrive 
at Urania's, where following the agreeable Law they 

had impoſed on themſelves, they had no ſooner dined 
than they withdrew to the Cabinet of Books to paſs 
the Heat of the Day. 

THIS is the onlv Place, Gaid Camilla, as ſhe was 
entring, in which I imagine myſelf to have Wit, even 
tho? I ſhould be conſtrain'd to keep filence. You have 
too much, reply'd Urania, not to know you have it 
every where; but my dear Camilla, if this Place gives «0 
you any Advantage, it is becauſe you are at full Liber- 4 
ty among thoſe whom you love, and by whom you . 
are prone W It avafek Sergio Fey ſaid Al . 
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phonſo, that if ſuch a Stituation does not inſpire Wit, or 
at leaſt greatly add to it, a Perſon will never be in a 
Condition to receive it. Nothing being able to afford 
ſuch happy Imprevements, as a perfect Union with 
thoſe in Company with us; without it, all is Diſcord 
and Confuſion, we fall into unavailing Diſputes, Heart- 
burnings, and the little good Underſtanding we have, 
is loſt in the Hurry of tumultuous Paſſion. This is a 
Proof, interrupted Era/mus, and an undeniable one too, 
that Concord is abſolutely neceſſary in all Things; no 
Society, no Body, no State can long maintain itſelf 
_ without a perfect Intelligence. N | 
WHAT you fay, is ſo true, added The/amont, that 
Plutarch tells us, it was not the Strength of the Walls 
that render'd Sparta ſo impregnable, but the Union of 
its Inhabitants. Nor did Lyczrgus recommend any | 
Thing fo ftrongly to the Lacedemonians, as to be in Con- 
cord with one another; which Advice they fo ſtrictly 
obſerv'd for ſome Time, that the whole City ſeemed 
but as one Family. —_ 9 

WHILE the Greeks were united, ſaid Orophaner, 
they were not capable of being ſhaken by the formida- 
ble Power of the Perfians; but a Miſunderſtanding no 
ſooner appeared among them, than they becamea Prey, 
Private Animoſity ſeldom fails to bring on publick Ru. 
in. Party-Jars ferment the Mind, and put out the light 
of Reaſon, they make the beſt Advice appear ill, and 
the juſteſt Meaſures are often the leaſt followed. Con- 
cord, on the contrary, renders all Things agreeable, 
we ſeek rather to improve, than leſſen the Value of 
any uſeful hint, a judicious Sentiment gives Birth to 
another, yet more juſt; and tho' there may be Diffe- 
rence in Opinions, yet where a mutual Good-Will ſub- 
fiſts, they are eaſily reconciled. For this Reaſon, the beau- 
tiful Camilla meant more than a meer Compliment, in 
ſay ing, ſhe believ'd herſelf to have more Wit here than 
in any other Place: that perfect and diſintereſted Uni- 
on among us gives each a thouſand Occafions of diſco- 
vering and enlivening the Genius. One agreeable Ex- 

preſſion demands another. A Queſtion full of Vivaci- 
3 | <= _ 
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ty gives Opportunity for an Anſwer, if poſſible, more 3 


entertaining; and our reciprocal. Eſteem making us lift- 
en to each other with a pleas'd Attention, nothing is 
loſt, nothing eſcapes us. z e may be ſaid to give 
and receive alternately whatever Nature or Education 
has render'd us poſſeſt of; ſo that in effect this Com- 
pany may be ſaid to be actuated by one Soul ſpeaking 
thro' different Mouths, TY | 
WELL, faid Fe/icia ſmiling, Camilla has given us 
too much, not to oblige us all to own the Juſtice of 


what you have alledged ; and I dare anſwer, that there 


Is not a Perſon here who is not of your Mind. Moſt 
certainly, reply'd Florinda ; and we have alſo too much 
experienc'd the Advantages of a happy Union among 
us, not to be unanimous in our Agreement in this 
Point. But, continued ſhe, fince our Converfation has 


naturally fallen on this Head, I could wiſh to be better 


inſtructed in the Cauſe which gave Birth to that im- 
placable and laſting Animoſity between the Gae/phs and 
Gibellines; all that I have read concerning that Affair, 


being capable of giving me but a faint Sight into the 


Truth: and tho“ by this Queſtion I make known my 
Ignorance, I chuſe rather to do ſo than remain any 


longer in it. 


THERE is as much Wiſdom, ſaid Thelamont, in the 


Defire of being inſtructed, as there is in Knowledge it- 
ſelf: - becauſe ſuch a Deſire is the Source of knowledge, 
and without it, we could never attain the other. Thus, 
lovely Florinda, you but render yourſelf more eſtima- 
ble, and for your Satisfaction I will explain the true 

Original of the Quarrel between the Gue/phs and Gibel- 


Jines; of which, I aſſure you, ſome who pretend to 
treat of it, are entirely ignorant. | 


_ -KNOW then, purſued he, perceiving the whole 


Company attentive, what gave riſe to thoſe unhappy 
Feuds, was the Diviſions in Iraq, between the Popes 
and the Emperors of Germany. Aiter the Death of Con- 


rade, the third of that Name, which happened in the 


Year 1152, all the Cities of Ita refuſed bedience to 


his Suceclior Frederick the Iit, Chief of the iuſtriou 
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Houſe of Saabia, whom the Talians ſurnamed Barba · 
roſſa, This Prince, irritated by the Obſtacles he met 
with, march'd with a powerful Army into that Coun- 
try, and putting himſelf at the head of them, ra- 
vaged the moſt beautiful Provinces of 1taly, and beſieged 
the City of Milan, which in a ſhort Time he took 
by Aſſault, 5 | „ f 
HIS Hatred and Reſentment carried him ſo far on 
this Occaſion, that he put to the Sword all the Inha- 
bitants, without Diſtinction of Age or Sex, plunder'd 
the City, and afterwards commanded it to be burnt to 
the Ground, being deaf to all Regard for the holy 
Saints with the Reliques of which it abounded, or the 
famous Antiquities which teſtified the Magnificence of 
the ancient Emperors, and the Roman Grandeur. Not 
content with this Deſolation, he demoliſh'd all that 
had efcaped the Flames, or Fury of the Soldiers, and 
order'd great Quantities of Salt to be ſown in this un- 
fortunate Earth, therewith to condemn it to an eternal 
Sterility. | ; | 
THIS Exceſs of Cruelty alienated the Hearts of all 
Italy, they gave him many Battles, in every one of 
which he was - ſucceſsful, and bloody in his Con- 
queſt ; but his Son Ozho being taken Priſoner by the 
Venetians, he was conſtrain'd to make Peace with Pope 
Alexander the Third. However, the Diſſatisfaction which 
had caus'd theſe Misfortunes, reviv'd in the Reign of 
Henry the Sixth, his Son and Succeſſor ; but grew to a 
greater Height under the Reign of Frederick, the ſecond 
Son of Henry. This young Prince, too much elevated 
by the Glory he had acquired in the Holy Land, where 
he had obtain'd many fignal Victories over the Saracens, 
was reſolved to reduce all 7aly to his Subjection: and 
to that end led a great Army thither, which ravag'd all 
thoſe beautiful Countries which lie between the Po and 
the Mountains of Tirol. The Pope juſtly alarm'd, of- 
fer d to make Peace on honourable Terms; but he refu- 
ſed to liſten to any propoſal on that ſcore, and the 
other publiſh'd an Anathema againſt him. After 
this, the greateſt Part of the Italians forbore any far- 
Vor. 20h, i | ther 
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ther Communication with this Prince, and looking on 
him as forſaken of Heaven, and no longer a Son of 
the Church, made uſe of thejr utmoſt Efforts to drive 
him entirely out of that Country ; and this it was that 
occaſion'd thoſe terrible Factions which fo long diſturbed 
all 7zaly. EE ED 5 | 8 
THE great Men forming themſelves in two Parties, 
the one declaring ſor the Pope, under the Name of 
Guelphs, the other for the Emperor, under that of 
Gibellines, was an exhauſtleſs ſource of Quarrels and 
Diſſenſions. Whoever enter'd himſelf into either of 
theſe Factions, was immediately ſo much agitated by 
Rage and Hate againſt his oppoſite, that he ſcrupled 
not to commit the moſt enormous Crimes for the 
Gratification of theſe two Paſſions: Cities, Towns, 
Villages, felt the ſmart of Civil Broils; Perſons of all 
Degrees reveng'd their particular Quarrels, under the 
pretence of doing publick Good; the Love of their 
Country was in their mouths, but the Deſtruction of 
their Fellow-Creatures at their Hearts. 'The Robber, 
the Incendiary, the Murtherer, had now full Employ- 
ment ; all manner of Outrages were committed with- 
out fear of Laws, either Human or Divine, and Force 
and Power had now the place of Juſtice, 8 
HOWEVER, the Excommunication thunder'd out 
againſt Frederick, made ſuch an Impreſſion on the 
Minds, as well of the Germans as Italians, that when 
the Pope had depoſed this Prince in the Council of Lyons, 
ſome Princes of Germany aſſembled themſelves together, 
and elected in his room Henry Landgrave of Thuringia ; 
but he dying the Year of his Election, the ſame Princes 
called Villiam Earl of Holland to the Empire, with 
whom Conrade, Son of Frederick, diſputed it vigo- 
rouſly. After many Battles, in which theſe Princes 
had different Succeſs, Conrade quitted Germany, and 
retired to his Hereditary Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily,” 
where he died in the Year 1254, and his Antagoniſt 
William Earl of Holland loſing his Life alſo ſoon after 
in a Battle with the Griſons, the Power of the Em- 
perors was very near deftroy'd in {taly, The Party 2 
| X | | the 
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che Guelphs being now. much ſuperior to that of the 
Gibellines, contributed to the Diſtraction of the Princes 
in chuſing an Emperor. Cruel and unhappy Diviſions! 
which one cannot think on but as a juſt Judgment of 
Heaven on 'em, for the Miſchiefs they had occaſioned 
by perſecuting the Heads of the Church. 

THIS Reflection is very juſt ſaid Urania, per- 
ceiving Thelamont had given over ſpeaking : for tho 

theſe Wars were look d on but as Temporal ones, they 
could not be made without attacking the Spiritual 
Power; and i find, that Frederick Barbaraſſa havirg 
been guilty of a direct Offence to the Divine Being by 
his exceſſive Cruelty, and Frederick the IId by his in- 
Juſtice in retuſing to accept an advantageous Peace, 
offer'd him with no other View than to put an end to 
thoſe Civil Commotions which the War in a manner 
protected, drew down on themſelves, their Adherents, 
and even Succeſſors, the Miſeries in which they were 
invol d. 

NOTHING can be more true, repl d Alpbonſe, 
than that the Oppoſition the Princes of Germany met 
with in their choice of an Emperor, threw that vaſt 
Country into infinite Troubles and Misfertunes: what 
ſerved to add to em alſo was, that the Pope, to take 


from the Houſe of Suabia all Power, gave to Charles, 


Duke of Anjou, the Kingdom of Naples, into which he 
marched at the head of a formidable Army. Conradin 
the Son of Conrade came toward him, no leſs pre- 
pared for Battle; his Troops conſiſted chiefly of Ger- 
mans and ſome few Neapolitans, who ſtill remain'd 
faithful. A very terrible Fight enſued, in which the 
Army of Conradin was routed, and himſelf taken 
Priſoner, and Charles, reſolved to exterminate all the 
Race of this noble Family, he being the only ſurviving 
Heir, order'd his Head to be — off, which was ac- 
cordingly executed. 

WHILE theſe Troubles were without intermiſ- 
ſion in Germany, the Princes, however, thought of 
nothing ſo much as chuſing an Emperor; and being 
Kill divided in their Opinions, the: one Party elected 
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Richard Duke of Cornwall, the Son of John King of 
England; and the other made choice of A/phonſe, the 
tenth of that Name, King of Caſile, in the Year 1257. 
But neither of theſe Princes making the leaſt Effort to 
render himſelf Maſter of Germany, an Anarchy enſued; 
which made this State fall into the utmoſt Diſorder 
and Deſolation ; the Great Ones taking no care of any 
thing but to form Parties, rendred almoſt every thing 
the prey of Violence. One diſtinguiſhed not the So- 
vereign from the Subject; the three principal Families, 
the Sabian, the Auſtrian, and that of the Landgrave of 
 Thuringia, being extin@; every one ſeemed to vie for 
| Superiority, and to render himſelf Maſter of theſe noble 
Inheritances, without the leaſt appearance of Right : 
Force therefore was the only Arbitrator, and none ſub- 
mitted without Compulſion. As theſe Princes ſtood 
in need of Soldiers to ſupport their Cauſe, all that were 
ſo, were admitted to be of their Party, and had free 
Leave to act in what licentions manner they pleas'd. 
Hence followed, as it neceſſarily muſt, all kind of Out- 
rages ;. nor could the League, which the Cities on the 
Rhine had made, put any ſtop to em, becauſe the Sol- 
diers, by them disbanded, were entertain'd by the 
Princes, and canton'd out in Parties, to which the whole 
Country was obliged to contribute. 

BUT at laſt, the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all things had 
pity on this unhappy People, and inſpired ſome Princes 
to join with the Cities which were in league: They 
aſſembled together, drove the Robbers from the ſtrong. 
places which had ſerved them as a Retreat, and made 
them undergo the puniſhment due to their Crimes; and 
having cleared the Country of theſe inferior Diſturbers 
of its peace, in ſpite of the Diviſions which ſtill reign- 
ed among the Great: Rodolphus, Count of Hapsbourg, 
was elected Emperor in 1273, from whom is deſcend- 
ed the preſent Emperor. He had the Bleſſing to ſpread 
an univerſal Calm throughout all the Territories which 


_ ©, own'd his Power; to make his Subjects due Obſer- 


vers of the Laws; and in fine, to ſettle every thing 
in the manner it ought to be. SY 
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ONE can never too much admire this wiſe Prince, 
ſaid Eraſmus, who without doing injury to any of 
thoſe over whom he had power, knew ſo well how 
to profit by the imperial Dignity, as to render his 
Houſe the moſt powerful in all Germany; for Or- 
tocare, King of Bohemia, after the death of Frederick, 
Marqueſs of Auſtria, who had the ſame Fate as Con- 
radin at Naples, having poſſeſs'd himſelf of Auſtria, 
Carinthia, Carniola, the Country of YVindi/mark, and of 


Portnaon, loſt them all to the ſuperior Force of Rodol. 


pbus, who inveſted the Title of them in his Son A 


bert; and gave to his Second Son Rodolphus, the 
Dutchy ef Suabia. So true it is, that there requires 


only Occafions to make us know great Men, and thoſe 
who are worthy of commanding others. | 
THIS Prince, added Thelamont, being ſo wiſe and 
politick, after having aſſured the Glory of his Houle, 
as Eraſmus has related, was very much preſs'd by the 
Princes to carry the War into eaſy, in order to reco- 
ver the Rights of the Empire ; but he reply'd, that he 
knew the Juſtice of his Cauſe, but he had much to 
apprehend from the Steps of his Predeceſſors. He let 
them ſee, however, that he knew how to proceed by 


Means leſs violent; and that he was not ignorant of his 


Power nor Right, he ſent Agents ſecretly to the prin- 
cipal Cities of 7taly ; who propoſed to em an entire 


Liberty, on condition they would pay him a conſidera - 
ble Sum of Money.They negotiated this Affair ſo well, 


that all was regulated; the Imperial Patents ſent, and 
received; the ready Money paid, and tranſported into 


Germany, before the Pope was informed of it. They 


murmured at Rowe; but the Thing being done, and 
no poſſibility of a Remedy, they were conſtrained to 
filence: And the Emperor Rodolphus, without fpilling 
Blood, filled his Coffers, and gave Marks of his Au- 
thority and Imperial Power, in a Country where they 
were thought to be extirpated. | 
ANOTHER Proof, added Urania, of the Saga- 
city of this Prince, was, that after having confirm'd 
his Power in Germany, and rooted out thoſe Robbers 
N who 
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who had been the public Peſt, he cauſed an Edict to 
be publiſh'd, by which he ordain'd, that all the public 
or private Acts, and Judgments, ſhould be written in 
the German Tongue, which till then had been done in 
Latin: And by that means, he not only refined the 
Language, but alſo diſpoſed the Hearts of the People to 
a joint concurrence for the good of the Empire. Af- 
ter having accompliſh'd all theſe great things, he died 
in the Year 1291. | 3 wh 

INDEED, faid Fhrinda, I am glad my Curioſity 
has furniſh'd an occaſion for the relating of a Hiſtory 
no leſs agreeable than inſtructive. But, I believe, con- 
tinued ſhe, it is now near the Hour allotted for walk- 
ing; and a Place fo perfectly pleaſant as that we are 
going to, cannot but afford a great variety of new Sub- 
jects for our Entertainment. | 
L the Company applauded this Propoſal, they 
adjourn'd to the Terraſs which over-look'd the Water; 
where having taken ſeveral Turns, ſometimes ſeverally, 
and ſometimes together, they re- united, and ſeated 
themſelves on the fine green Banks with which it was 
ornamented: and the Converſation becoming general, 
each mentioning ſomething that had been formerly an 
- Amuſement in the Cabinet of Books, Felicia happen'd to 
fall on a Treatiſe of the Paſſions; on which Camilla 
ſaid, For my part, I think, of all the Paſſions, Rage 
and Revenge are the moſt dangerous, becauſe of the 
cruel Effects they produce. 5 
AH! my dear Camilla, cried Florinda, forbear to do 
ſo much honour to Paſſions, which it wou'd be a 
ſhame even to think on without deteſtation, as to ſpeak 
of 'em in a Company ſuch as this. We muſt not al- 
together condemn Camilla, interrupted Felicia; Cuſtom 
authorizes what ſhe was about to ſay. But, in effect, 
there are ſo many Paſſions in the Soul, and thoſe ſo 
mingled, that to me it ſeems very difficult to diſ- 
tinguiſh them. Beſides, every Emotion of the Mind 
bears the Name of Paſſion; Love, Hate, Ambition, 
Revenge, Anger, Pity, Grief, Joy, Voluptuouſneſs, an 


eagerneſs of Play, of Wine, of the Chace, and a _ | 
hs an 
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and others which occur not to my remembrance, bear 
all the Name of Paſſion; and I cannot conceive how 
the Soul, which doubtleſs is pure in itſelf, can give 
room to Sentiments ſo much the reverſe ; and ſuffer 
all its brightneſs to be tarniſh'd by an inordinate deſire 
of any thing. | on 

THIS is a Subject worthy of Thelamon?, ſaid Oro 
pbanes; and as his fine Reaſoning alone can draw 
Felicia out of the incertainty ſhe is in, ſo I dare pro- 
miſe her, his Good-nature will prevail on him to do it. 
I aflure you, anſwer'd he, you have promis'd more in 
my Name, than, I fear, I ſhall be able to make good. 
To make a juſt Diſſertation on the Paſſions, requires 
not only more Eloquence, but alſo more Knowledge, 
than I can boaſt my ſelf Maſter off | 

NO. ne, reply'd Urania haſtily, affect not an un- 
ſeaſonable Modeſty: We very well know of what you 
are capable: and as we are not in an Academy, where 
there is a neceſſity of illuſtrating Argument with florid 
Phraſes, and hard Words, which the very Speakers 
ſometimes would be at a lofs to explain the Meaning 
of, 'twill be eaſy for you to let us know what you 
think, and will content us better. 

SINCE you, my dear Urania, reſum'd Thelamont, | 
make your ſelf of the Party who injoin this Task, 
tis impoſſible for me to refuſe undertaking it. To 
fatisfy you then, without entring into the detail of 
the iraſcible, the ſepſitive, and the reſt of thoſe learned 
Expreflions which would rather ſerve to puzzle, than 
obviate my Diſcourſe, and my Thoughts; I ſhall 
tell you, that I give the Name of Paſſion only to thoſe 
things which are capable of being regulated by Reaion, 
but cannot be deſtroyed by it; becauſe they being born 
with us, are abfolutely neceſſary for our perfe&tion. 
O this Principle, I admit no more than three Paſ- 
. ions, which are Love, Hate, and Ambition; they are 
Movements attach'd to the Soul, to render a Man capa- 
ble of loving what is good, hating what is evil, and of 
ſeeking the Means to acquire Glory by his Virtues. 
Theſe three Paſſions are _ Emanations from the Di- 

| 4 | vine 
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vine Eſſence to the Creature; and by which we are 
taught to know, to love, and to render our ſelves worthy 
the Protection of our Almighty Maker. All Men are 
born with them, and it is impoſſible to extinguiſh them; 
but reaſon, which is one of the moſt beautiful parts of the 
Soul, conducts and ſets em bounds, that they may not 


turn into Vices. | 
NOTWITHSTANDING, faid Camilla, this 

Reaſon, which you term the moſt beautiful part of the 
Soul, is alſo common to all Men ; yet every one knows 
not how to regulate his Love, his Hate, or his Am- 
bition. „5 | | 

IT is true, reply'd Thelamont ; but tho? we all par- 
take of Reaſon, the difference of Humours, of 'Tempers, 
of Conſtitutions, of Times, Places, Occaſions, and Edu- 
cation, oblige us to a& different from one another, and 
frequently from our ſelves too in other junctures. But 
this does not take away the power Reaſon has over the 
Paſſions, nor the certainty of our being poſſfeſs'd of the 
three I have mention'd. 8 | 

IN Infancy we are poſſeſs'd of em in the ſame de- 
gree as in Maturity ; we love, we hate, and have an 
ambition for things agreeable to our age ; Years do nat 
at all augment em; they are only more diſcoverable, 
as well as Reaſon ; for every one is born alſo with the 
ſame ſhare of Reaſon which is deſtin'd for his w hole 
Life : Age and Education ſerve indeed to render it 
more conſpicuous ; but the three Paſſions I ſpeak of, 
ſtand in need of nothing to make themſelves be known. 
It is natural for us to love Good, to hate Evil, and to 
deſire Perſection; and this Deſire is no other than Am- 
bition. | | FD 
ANGER, Revenge, Fear, Grief, Jealouſy, and Pi- 
ty, are not properly called Paſſions, but Diſeaſes of the 
Soul; which are merely accidental. and mult have ſome 
Object to excite them: For if they were natural, like 
the three I mention'd, the Soul would be in an eternal 
- agitation and contention within itſelf, We ſhould ne- 
ver be without Anger, without Revenge, without Fear. 
without Grief, and without Pity ; and the 1 2 
25 | ele 
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theſe different Emotions would not ſuffer us to enjoy one 
Moment's Calm: The Diſorder of the Mind would fo 
far influence the Body, that we ſhould fall into the moſt 
terrible Diſeaſes; and, in fine, Life itſelf muſt in a ſhort 
time yield. Bo. 

LOVE, Hate, and Ambition, are ſo natural, and fo 
much a part of the Soul, that it wou'd ceaſe to be a 
Soul, if any one of theſe three Paſſions could ceaſe to 
actuate it; and as it is natural, it is pleaſant : What a 
delight to love what is worthy to be loved! Wha a 

ſatisfaction in an averſion to the contrary ? And how 
charming is the hope that flatters our Ambition, that 
we ſhall one day be able to attain what we deſire ? From 
_ theſe Paſſions ariſe a ſweet compoſure of Mind, which 
renders it happy in itſelf, and almoſt unconcern'd with 
any exterior Tranſaction. | 
BRE AS ON has no more to do with theſe three 
Paſſions, than to regulate, conduct, and ſet Bounds to 
them. But it is not ſo with thoſe other Movements 
which are vulgarly call'd Paſſions; Anger and Revenge, 
when once enter'd, are very powerful ; and he muft ex- 
ert his whole Force in the Combat with them, or be o- 
verthrown. Grief, Jealouſy, and Pity, alſo have their 
turns to reign ; it is his Buſinefs to drive out the Uſur- 
pets, and as it is impoſſible for them to unite, the Work is 
the more eaſily compleated. Beſides, as theſe muſt have 
ſome Incident to excite them, whenever that is paſt over, 
the Emotion ceaſes, of courſe ; which, I think, is a very 
plain proof that they are not natural, nor born with us, 

W E. cannot, unprovoked, be angry, nor ſtudy Re- 
venge where there is no Offence : Some Misfortune muſt 
arrive before we can know Grief; we muſt behold our 
likeneſs in Mifery, before we are ſenſible of Pity : but 
Anger vaniſhes at the approach of any pleaſing Enter- 
tainment; we think no more of Revenge, when the Per- 
ſon who has injur'd demands Forgiveneſs. Joy for ſome 
good Event obliterates our Grief for the paſt Ill, and when 
the Perſon whoſe Affliction touched us, is relieved from 
'em, Pity is no more. S A 
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TH Is is entirely different from the Effects, of that 
Love, that Hate, and that Ambition, which are born 
with us; they have no occaſion for Objects to excite, 
or to maintain them. We love Good without Object, 
we hate Evil without Object, and without Object are 
ambitious of knowing both the one and the other. We 
wait not to be loved before we love, nor to be hated be- 
fore we hate. nor till we're offer'd to deſire But it is 
not ſo with Anger, Revenge, Fear, Grief, or Pity ; wer 
are, as it were, conſtrain'd by their Emotions; and 
when deliver'd from them, we breathe as tho' fatigu'd 
with their Force, the Soul is glad to take reſt. Where- 
as Love, Hate, and Ambition, gave us a continual Em- 
ploy ment; but ſo agreeable, ſo ſatisfactory a one, that 
we can never tire. And how can it be otherwiſe, ſince 
theſe Paſſions, while in free and uncontroll'd Operation, 
diſengage us from all the Frailties and Troubles of Hu- 
manity, and turn our regard wholly on him who has 
created us; our Love is acts of Adoration, our Hate a 
deteſtation of what he has forbid, and our Ambition a de- 
fire of being united to him. | —— 
THIS Definition, ſaid Camilla, has a great deal of 
Force: But in what Rank then will you put thoſe other 
Agitations which are commonly called Paſſions? _ 
IT HAT Title, lovely Camilla, reſumed Thel/amont, 
is given to *em only by the vanity of Mankind; who, 
| becauſe by the word Paſſion is underſtood ſomething 
almoſt irreſiſtible, aims at the Glory of having it in 
his power to ſubdue. it. To overcome the Paſſions, 
| ſeems a Conqueſt worthy of us; and 'tis rather to gra- 
tify our Pride, than true Wiſdom, that we make Paſ- 
fions of what are in reality only ſimple Amuſements, to 
the end our pretenced Victory over them may appear 
feater. „ x 
: NOTWITHSTA NDING, ſaid Abonſe, the 
common Opinion is, that we are born with Inclinations 
to Evil more than Good]; yet if it be ſo there is certain- 
ly a very great glory in vanquiſning ſuch a propenſity. 


BUT 
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"BUT methinks, reply'd Eraſnus, this Opinion is 
_ evidently erroneous; for if it were true, that the great 
Creator had given us a ſtronger tendency to evil, his 
Divine Juſtice wou'd lay him under a neceſſity of pardon- . 
ing all the Vices it wou'd influence us to commit. | 
NO, reſum'd The/ament, we are undoubtedly born 
only for Good ; and the Author of Nature has given us 
the knowledge of Evil for no other purpoſe, than that 
we may avoid it. And as our Soul cannot be ſenſible 
of the one, nor the other, without Love, Hate, and 
Ambition, he gave us theſe three Paſſions in order for 
our perfection; but foreknowing the weakneſs to which 
Humanity would be liable. added Reaſon for a Guide, 
leſt theſe Paſſions, by being miſapplied, ſhould turn to 
Vices. | 6 | | | 
I N regard to Play, it is no more than an Amuſe- 
ment, not faulty in itſelf, but as the Wil of Man has 
made it. An immoderate love of it perverts the paſ- 
ſion of Love, given as a Vertue, into a Vice; and the 
Avarice, which for the moſt part is attach'd to it, ren- 
ders it ſtill more pernicious. The Piays of the Ancients 
were no more than a relaxation from Buſineſs or Study, 
to prevent the Mind from being too much fatigu'd, and 
that it might return to its uſeful Occupations with 
more Vigour. They had nothing in them ſordid, or 
3 mercenary; Honour and Glory were the only Aim; 
| and to excel in wit, addreſs, or agility of Body, was the 
1 Emulation of thoſe who play d. The modern Plays, 
with Cards and Dice, are founded on Covetouſneſs ; and 
the end of them is loſs of Time, Money, and Reputa- 
tion, without any one Advantage to compenſate for ſuch 
Misfortunes. - | | | 
 VOLUPTUOUSNESS is alſo far unworthy the 
Name of a Paſſion: It is produced by a too nice deli- 
cacy of Taſte and Inclination. Yet there is a Deſire of 
the Pleaſures of this World, which is not to be con- 
demned ; and that is, ſuch as purſues them not to ex- 
ceſs, and enjoys them with Moderation. Tranquillity, 
Cheerfulneſs, and Purity of Manners, are the Companions 
of this Propenſity, and one cannot be without it, 1 
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be entirely free from a certain Auſterity which is irk- 
ſome to Society, and diſagreeable to ourſelves; nor does 
this conſiſt in Tables loaded with Proviſions, or in the 
variety of Beauties we may indulge it, even in the moſt 
frugal Repaſt, and with the Woman, who to all Eyes 
but our own, is the leaſt lovely. This is owing to Con- 
tent, which gives us a reliſh to the meaneſt Pleaſure ; 
but a continual Purſuit and Eagerneſs after new Enjoy- 
ments, is no other than Debauchery, and the Inclination 
at length becomes too much vitiated to taſte any thing 
with Satisfaction. 1 5 

AS for the Chace, it is neither a Paſſion nor a Vice; 
tis an Exerciſe innocent and noble; it gives us martial 
Sentiments and an Activity of Body; it enures us to Fa- 
tigue, renders us more able to undergo it when required 
But as exceſs in all things is condemnable; this ought not 
to be without bounds, nor take up too much of our 
Time or Attention. 1 85 | 
BUT to conclude ; theſe are neither Vices, Virtues, 
nor Paſſions, in themſelves, but Amuſements which 
facceed each other, and are alternately their own De- 
ſtruction; whereas the three Paſſians, Love, Hate, and 
Ambition, begin with our Lives, and continue in old 
Age, in Sickueſs, in Impotence, in all Misfortunes, and 
in all Events, nor ceaſe their Operation till we ceaſe 

to be. | TIN 
 THEL AMONT had no ſooner given over ſpeak- 
ing, than this agreeable Company ſeem'd to vie with 
each other, who ſhould moſt applaud what he had 
faid. But Uzania, who knew the Trouble theſe Praiſes 
would give his Modeſty, put a ſtop to 'em by theſe 
Words: It muſt be confeis'd, ſaid ſhe, that what we 
have heard, has the utmoſt Claim to. our Admiration 
but as fl! Demonſtrations of it, rob us of the Time 
might be ſpent in farther Improvement, let us content 
ourſelves with telling him, we had been very unhappy 
not to have been inſtructed in his Sentiments on the - 
- Pavjons, : ; 7 I MS 
I am not ſo complaiſant as you, reply'd Camilla, 
with the - moſt charming Sprightlineſs; and oh — 
N ä | ould - 
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ould be the utmoſt Conſtraint on the Modeſty of 
Thelamont, I cannot forbear teſtifying ſome part of the 
Effect his incomparable Diſcourſe has had on me; and 
in indulging it, I ſhow myſelf not incapable of that lau- 
dable Voluptuouſneſs he has juſt now ſo finely pictured 
out. | | | 

THE whole Company found ſomething ſo pleaſant . 
in this Expreſſion, that it furniſh'd them an agreeable 
Entertainment for ſome Minutes. Alpbonſo, who loved 
her with the moſt perfect Ardor, took this Occaſion to 
ask her, if ſhe had never experienc'd that innocent E. 
motion before ? Yes, anſwer'd ſhe, looking on him with 
Eyes full of Soſtneſs, I have known it, tho“ ignorant of 
its Name or Definition; but I am now ſenſible, that it 

is the ſame with that ſweet Satisfaction 1 feel in loving 
and being beloved. How much I am pleaſed, ſaid Ura- 
nia, to ſee Camilla and Florinda in the ſtate I have long 
wiſh'd them I I read in the Eyes of Eraſinus, what paſſes 
in his Heart; they tell me he would ſay to his charming 
Spouſe, all that thoſe of Alphonſo declare to his. 1 

A'S the Mouths of Eraſmus and Algbonſo were open- 
ing to make an Anſwer to Urania ſuitable to the Occa- 

ſion, the ſudden Appearance of Hortenſia and Melantus, 

at the other End of the Terraſs, put a ſtop to the Con- . 
verſation; every Body riſing to meet theſe agreeable 
Viſiters, as they came haſtily towards them. 

THEY were no ſooner join'd, and the firſt Civilities 
ever, than, ſaid Hortenſia, addreſſing herſelf to Urania, 
we heard of your Arrival this Morning; and as we are 
at the Caſtle of Celemena for ſome time, would not omit 
a Day to congratulate your return, and take part of your 
inſtructive Entertainments, The/amont-and Urania, who: 
lad a peculiar regard for this amiable Couple, thank'd 
them with a Tenderneſs which was eaſily diſtiaguiſh'd 
from that which mere good Manners occaſions. Then 
returning to the Bank, they all took their places, and 
the Converſation began om the Happineſs of Florinda and 
Camilla, and the Obligation they had conferr'd on this 
agreeable Society, by adding to it two ſuch worthy 
Members as 4/phon/a and Eraſmus. A— _ 

| | . | ule 
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Houſe of Urania, ſaid Melantus, ſeems to me to be the 
Receptacle of faithful Lovers; 'tis the Temple of Union 
and Concord, and ſhe herſelf the Goddeſs of it. 

IT HE Fiction is full of Gallantry, ſaid Felicia, but 
it is true; and if Urania would oblige the Company 
wyith an Ode, ſhe ſent ſome ſmall time before her Mar- 
riage with Thelamont to one of her Friends, ſhe would 
eaſily prove how juſt Melantus has been in this regard. 
My dear Felicia, reply'd Urania ſmiling, I ought te 
blame your Indiſcretion in mentioning a Trifle ſuch as 
that. No matter, interrupted Orephanes, you ought to 
obey the Law, which 1s. obſerv'd here, and give us En- 
couragement to conceal nothing of the Productions of our 
Wit, or the Effects of our Memory. It would be as un- 
juſt, added The/amort, not to lay before this Company all 
that our Genius can enable us to perform, as it would be 
unſincere to have any Reſerve to thoſe, to whom we are 
ſo tenderly attach'd. I yield, reply'd Urania, and I ex- 
pect, by my expoſing this little ſally of a Muſe perfectly 


artleſs, to prove I am altogether free from the Reproaches 


you throw on me. After theſe Words, ſhe fell into a lit- 
tle pauſe, as if to recolle& what ſhe was about to repeat, 
and then began in this manner. | GT 


PERFECT 


C933] 
PERFECT LOVE. 


AN 


IRREGULAR Ops. 


To CerEMENA. 


4 
HY, my too curious Friend ! deft thou requeſt 
The only Secret of Urania's Breaſt ? 
That Secret ! Tove ſo long with care conceaÞ'd, 


| From every buſy prying Gueſt, 
0 ! why 2 thou infift ould be reveal'd. 


3 3 


Yet nithing, ſurely, ought to be unknown 
To Celemena of Urania's So, 
— Then, Muſe! to Chimera on 
How feveet my Chains ! how grateful their Controul ! 
Blend thy beſt Colours, uſe thy utmoſt Art, 
To paint a Flame, without compare, 
Than Friendſbip ftronger far, 
Dan Love more ſoft, more laſting, and more + dear : : 
. The * nergy of bath united in my Heart. 


III. 


My Poſen TY avith fuch a fins — 
Such ſoft Deſires inſpire my Virgin Youth, 
Phoebus ter times his annual Courſe has run, 
Ten chilly Winters have I ſeen, 
As many grateful Springs are uſher'd in, 
And all hawe come, and paſt and gone, 
| Yet left my Love the ſame :; 
Kindled by Merit, and confirm 'd by Truth. 


24 


IV. 
Time, fell Deftroyer of all Mortal Finger, 
To ſuch a Flame no Alteration brings : 
His Iron Fingers may perhaps invade . 
My Blooming Mein; and I may fade, 

| My Eyes to ſparkle ceaſe ; 
Frail Gifts of 7 3k 1 only form'd to Pleaſe 

The giddy Vain, attach'd to fhew ! 
My Charms ſball all confift in being true: 
My Conftancy Time's envious Pow'r defy, 
Tho' loft my Bloom, tho dull my Eye. 


. 


2 wawvering Fires, which have uſurp'd Love s ; Name, 2 
Serve only to debaſe its Fame, 

8 ich ning, are gone at every little Blaſt ; 

| True Love's immutable, and will for ever laſt. 

Such is my Paſfion, ſuch Urania's Fire, 

And ſuch alone can Thelamont znſpire. 


I wonder not, ſaid Felicia, when Urania had finiſh'd, 
at the zeal he expreſs'd for us to hear this Ode, he had 
certainly a ſort of Foreknowledge of the Intereſt he had 
in it; and I believe it would be impoſlible even for him- 
ſelf to deſcribe Conſtaney and perfect Love in a more a- 
eeable and touching manner. 

OUR Thanks, my dear Felicia, reply'd — 
are greatly owing to you, for procuring us this delight- 
ful Entertainment: But the filence of Thelamont ſur- 
prizes me; for, methinks, he ought not to be leſs ſen- 
ſible than we are. Look on him, cried Camilla, and 
you will have nothing wherewith to reproach him. 
And indeed this tender Husband felt ſo perfect a Satiſ- 
taction at this proof he receiv'd of the Affection of his 
beautiful Wife, that he put a more than ordinary con- 


ſtraint on * not to give way to his 9 
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The Gompany perceiv'd it, and would net add to his 
_ Confuſion by Raillery, which emboldening him a little, 
he took the Hand of Urania, and kiſſing it with the 
utmoſt Ardor; I am too ſenſible, ſaid he, of the Friend- 
ſhip of all here, not to believe they will pardon ſo rea- 
ſonable a Rapture, as that with which my Heartabounds 
this happy inſtant. Suffer me, therefore, my ever to 
be admired Urania, to aſſure you in the preſence of this 
Company, that my Love and my Fidelity is equal to 
your Tenderneſs and Conſtancy ; and tho? you expreſs it 
with more Graces than [I can do, yet I feel it in no leſs 
perfection than yourſelf. | „„ | 
__ URANTA, who expected not this Action from The- 
lamont, had her Face immediately cover'd with a Scar- 
let Bluſh ; but reflecting that ſhe was in the Company 
only of Perſons who were married, and who were them- 
ſelves too ſenſible of the tender Paſſion, to ridicule the 
proofs of it in another, ſhe began to be a little more 
aſſured; on looking on Thelamont with a Tenderneſs 
which merited all the Teſtimonies he had given her of 
his, and then on the Company, who all this time were 
in a profound Silence, You fee, ſaid ſhe, to what your 
Curioſity has expoſed us : Had it not been for this Ode, 
we had been engaged in ſome enlivening Converſation 
Whereas now we all ſeem to retire into ourſelves, which 
I am ſure is more oppoſite to the Law here inſtituted, 
than any thing I have-been guilty of. | 
IF we have for ſome Moments, Madam, ſaid Me- 
lantus, ceaſed to ſpeak, it does not however denote any 
one of us has been abſent from the Company; and I 
dare anſwer, that every Mind here has agreed in the 


ſame Sentiment. | | 
FOR me, added 4/þhonſo, the quality of Husband 
will never make me relinquith that of Lover; and I 
cannot comprehend how any one can deprive Hymen of 
the only thing can render him ageeable. 5 
I am of your Opinion, added Era/mus ; every Day 
brings with it an encreaſe of my affection for my Florin- 
da, and I am alſo fo happy to be deſcended of a Race, 
 whoathe longer they were married, felt the more pleaſure 
in being fo. 5 — TIS 
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"TIS this Conformity of Sentiment, replyed The/a- 
mont, which made me take the Liberty I juſt now did ; 
for I confeſs to you, it would have been a very great 
mortification to me not to have declared to Uranzia, in 
that moment what ſhe had inſpired me with. 
TT muſt be acknowledged, faid Felicia, that we are 
all happy in being united to Perſons from whom we 
can have no wiſh to change. You have anſwer'd well, 
replied Orophanes ; and as none can know me without 
knowing I have the utmoſt Intereft in this pleaſing 
Reflection, I give you my fincere Thanks. Felicia was 
about to ſpeak ſomething on the ſame Head, when F/o- 
rinda prevented her in this manner, In what part of the 
World, faid that amiable Lady, could we find that hap- 
pineſs we enjoy? In Spain and Italy they are ſuch Slaves 
to Jealouſy, that they permit not the leaft Liberty to 
their Wives, and they live with them, more like a Cap- 
tive than a Companion and Friend; they are kept in 
an entire Ignorance of all the Sweets of Society and 
the Improvements of Converſation, and are uſed only 
as a chief Servant, or a neceſſary Something, created 
only for the convenience of Man and propagation of the 
World. Among the Turks they are ſeparated yet more 
ſtrictly from the converſe of Mankind; and thoſe who 
compoſe the Seraglio of the Grand Signior, who ought, 
methinks, to enjoy Privileges above others, have the 
leaſt of any. They are ſo continually taken up with 
their Endeavours to pleaſe the Emperor, that they ſeem 
dead to all Human-kind beſide : It is not only criminal - 
to converſe with Men, but alſo witn Women, except- 
ing thoſe ſhut up in the ſame Walls; and of conſe- 
quence can contract no real Friendſhip, becauſe of the 
eternal Jealouſy that reigns among them; and if they 
happen to enter intoany Intimacies, the violence of their 
Humours is ſuch, that it carries em to Exceſſes which 
deſtroy all the Sweets of Society. It is not as in France. 
where both Sexes partake of all the true Pleaſures of . 
Life by an allowed ard innocent Liberty. We con- 
verſe, we make Parties, and by this Freedom know 


who are worthy our Eſteem, and contract Love or 
N | Friendſhip 
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[ 27 ] 
- Friendſhip without being liable to thoſe tragical Acci- 
dents which the countries I have been ſpeaking. of 
| abound in. EDD, 5 
WHAT you ſay, my dear Flor inda, reply'd Urania, 
is very juſt; yet IJ am perſuaded, that were our liberty 
and manner of living to be offered to one of thoſe Wo- 
men, who pretend to the Heart of the Emperor of the 
Turks, ſhe would refuſe it, and prefer that Captivity 
to our Freedom. The greateſt part of the Women being 
brought up in this hope, Ambition 1s ſo ſtrong in them, 
that they would forego all other Felicities Br this ho- 
nour ; tis this which makes all the Thoughts, Buſineſs, 
and Wiſhes of that great Number of Beauties which are 
contain'd in the Seraglio. _ 0 
I am well aſſured, added Alphonſo, that had the 
greateſt Pleaſures of the Chriſtian World been offered 
to Roxana, the fayourite Miſtreſs of Amurat the I'Vth, 
_ ſhe would have diſdain'd them, and chooſe to remain in 
that glorious Slavery, rather than accept of the utmoſt 
Sweets of our Liberty: yet could the have foreſeen her 
tragic End, faid Thelamont, perhaps ſhe would have pre- 
ferr'd a more moderate Rank among us, to all the Splen- 
dor ſhe was in at Conflantinople. 1 
SINCE we are fallen on this Subject, ſaid Camilla, 
I ſhould be glad to know the true Cauſe which brought 
on the Death of that beautiful Sultaneſs, and by what 
motive Amurat could be prevail'd upon to give it in ſo 
cruel a manner to the Perſon who had been ſo dear to 
him. 55 | | | 
IT it eaſy to ſatisfy you, reply'd Thelamont ; and if 
it will be any amuſement to this agreeable Company, 1 
will willingly repeat it to em. We are too well ſatiſ- 
fy'd, ſaid Hortenfia, to find an Occaſion of hearing you 
ſpeak, not to embrace this Offer: And we have time 
enough before Supper, added Florinda, for you to re- 
count it. All the Company having approved of what 
had been ſaid by Hortenſia and Florinda, deſired We- 
lamont to give them the pleaſure his laſt Words made 
'em hope, he immediately began the Narration he had 
promiſed in the following Terms. 


The 


The Hiſtory of RAK IM A, and Sultan 
Au uR AT the Fourth. 


1 DO not engage my ſelf, ſaid he, to give you the 
1 Hiſtory of the whole Life of this Emperor, neither 
is it neceſſary, none here being ignorant of the general 
Accidents of the Ottoman Empire; and my Deſign be- 
ing only to ſatisfy the Curioſity of the amiable Camilla, 
in reciting thoſe Particulars which occaſion'd the death 
of Roxana, I ſhall only have recourſe to ſome Me- 
moirs which I had once a fight of, but were never 
publiſh'd, 

FOR your better Inſtruction then, in what you 
defire to know, I ſhall begin my Hiſtory from the 
time that Amurat turned his Arms againft Perſia. The 

long Wars which Liadiſſaus King of Poland was ob- 
liged to maintain with the Oztomans, had ſo much ex- 
hauſted his Treaſures, tho' Victory ſometimes declared 
in his favour, that he was conſtrained to liſten to the 
Propoſals of Peace made him by the Miniſters of the 
Porte; and concluded it with them in a ſhort time, to 
the Satisfaction of both Monarchs, tho' for different 
| Reaſons: The one, becauſe both Men and Money began 
to fail; and the other. becauſe he had a Deſign of fal- 
ling on another Quarter. 

PEKER, Baſhaw of Babylon, having made himſelf 
Maſter of immenſe Treaſures by indirect Means, de- 
livered up that fine City into the Hands of the King of 
Perſia, as a Bribe for the Ahlum he expected in his 
Territories ; where, according to his defire, he was re- 
ceived and protected. On which, Amurat reſolved to 
neglect nothing that might forward his Revenge, — : 

p ; e 


* 
—— — 
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the Incouragement given to this Traytor; and deſign- 


Ing to ſurprize his Enemy, he cauſed it to be publiſh'd 


that the great Forces he was raifing were deſign'd for 
the Conqueſt of Italy, where he pretended to carry the 
War, after the Example of _ Predeceſſor Mabomet the 


Second. 


BUT the Ambaſſador of the King of Perſia being 


then at the Porte, ſaw into the true Intention, and ſent 


Advice of it to the Sopbi, who put a ſtrong Garriſon into . 
Babylon, and very much fortified it, by the Aſſiſtance 
of that skilful Rei Natelli, Native of Padua, whom 
the Doge of Venice had ſent to him. 

AMU RAT having prepar'd every thing, paſſed the 
Boſphorus, and march'd with the utmoſt Diligence to- 
wards Perfia, defeating all the Troops which had been 
placed to obſtruct his Way, and without ſtopping, came 
directly to Tauris, which was the ordinary Reſidence of 
the Perſian Kings: having ravag'd all the Country be- 
tween Euphrates and that City, and carrying Terror 
with him, for the Cruelties he had exerciſed in thoſe 
Places he had overcome, ſparing neither Age nor 
Sex. 

HE found, however, an Oppoſition at Tauris, which 
he little expected; and perceiving it would not be eaſy 
to reduce it by Storm, made them very fair Promiſes if 
they would ſurrender ; but they knowing their Prede- 


| Ceflors had been deceiv'd by — like Offers, by the 


cruel Selim, the firſt of that Name, and afterward by 
Solyman the Magnificent, both of whom having plun- 
der'd the City, carried the chief of the Inhabitants 
Priſoners to Turkey, reſolved to reſiſt to the laſt: Their 
Courage and Bravery made Amurat begin to deſpair of 
Conqueſt, when a Traytor diſcovered to him a Part of 
the Town which was weaker than the reſt, and adviſed 
him how to make the Breach; which Amara? taking 
his Advantage of, aſſaulted it with ſo much Fury, that 
in ſpite of the moſt brave and vigorous Defence, that 
perhaps ever was made, this unfortunate City became 
the Prey of Conqueſt ; and the Em * ang y 


24 4 ů 


K 
| — long Reſiſtance, put all without Diſtin&ion to the 
word. | 
AFTER this, he took out of the Palace all the 
rich Veſſels of Gold, Silver and precious Stones, with 
which the Luxury and Magnificence of the Sophi's had 
embelliſh'd it, and the Treaſures of the City, which 
were very great, yet not ſufficient to ſtay his Reſent- 
ment: he therefore cauſed all the Moſques, Houſes, - 
and Walls to be entirely eraſed, as a Warning to thoſe 
other Places he intended to beſiege, not to provoke by 
2 vain Hope of Defence ſo formidable and implacable 
an Enemy. | ; 

H I S Troops were no ſooner recover'd from their 
Fatigue, than he led them to Rezar, which he imme- 
diately inveſted. In one of the Attacks made on that 
place, a Party of Spahi's took fix Priſoners, one of which 
was a Painter named Bionchiny ; whom having ſearch'd, 
they found ſeveral curious Pictures about him, which 
ſeem'd fit Preſents for the Emperor, and were therefore 
carry'd to his Tent. | 

"AMURAT had no ſooner caſt his Eyes on one of 
theſe Pictures, which reſembled a Woman of moſt excel- 
lent Beauty, than he burn'd with Impatience to behold 
the Original ; and having commanded Bionchiny to be 
brought before him, Is this admirable Face, ſaid he, the 
Work of thy Imagination, or is it the Copy of a living 
Object? if it be ſo, let me know her Name, and place of 
Abode, and Liberty ſhall be thy Recompence. | 

THE Painter, who had no reaſon to diſguiſe. the 
Truth, immediately told him that it was drawn for the 
Princeſs Rakima, Sifter of Emir Gumer, who command- 
ed in Rezan, and the whole Province of which that was 
the Metropolitan; but aſſur'd him, that whatever Charms 
he might find in the Picture, they were infinitely inferior 

to what that incomparable Princeſs was poſſeſs'd of; and 
then proceeded to give ſuch a Deſcription of her Wit 
and Beauty, as entirely compleated a Conqueſt over the 
Heart of the amorous Sultan ; and the long ang confirm'd 
Aſcendant Roxana had maintain'd, now gave place to this 
new. Charmer. | EE: 
BUT 


ET - 


BUT making his Paſſion in ſome manner aſſiſtant to | 


his Policy, he told Bionchiny that his Fortune depended \ 


en his Readineſs to obey him, order'd him to give him 
a perfect Account of the Character of Emir Gumer 
and in what manner he was regarded by the People of 
Rezan. | 

I H E cunning /ta/ier, who perceiv'd the Motives of 
the Sultan's Curiofity, and doubting not but he ſhould 
find his Account in obliging ſo powerful a Monarch, re- 


ſolv'd to conceal nothing of the Truth, and anſwer'd to 


him in this manner. Gumer, faid he, my Lord, is the 


moſt ſelf-intereſted and avaricious Man in the World, he 
is capable of ſacrificing every thing to his Ambition, and 


this Diſpoſition has led him to plunder the whole Pro- 
vince in ſuch ſort, that he has the Curſes of all forts of 
People on him : had not thy Arms, continued he, in- 
duced them to unite for the common Good, they would 
_ e're this have roſe againſt him. This he is not ignorant 
of, and 1 am perſuaded if thy Mightineſs would conde- 
ſcend to put Confidence in thy Slave, I could preſcribe 
means to deliver this ſtately and pompous City into thy 
Diſpoſal. | | 


THIS was not an Offer to be rejected, and without the 


| leaſt Heſitation, Well, ſaid Amurat, if thou wilt do this, 
and quitthy Religion, to embrace that of the true Belie- 


vers, I will make thee fo rich and powerful, that there 


ſhall be nothing left for thee to defire. 


THE Painter made no ſcruple of doing every Thing 
required of him, and being inſtructed by Amurat what 


Propoſals he ſhould make the Emir in his Name, he re- 


turn'd to Rezan ; and the Brightneſs of the Sun the ſame 
Day had not given place to ſhade, before he found an 
Opportunity of being introduced to Emir Gamer, under 


pretence of diſcovering to him what he had diicover'd in 


the Camp of Amurat. | | 
BEING, interrogated by him on that Affair, he ſo 
highly exaggerated the Strength and Number of the 
Sultan's Forces, that the Deſcription ſtruck Terror to the 
Heart of the Governor; which Bionchiny perceiving, 
*Tis certain, ſaid he, this Emperor wants not the Power 
to 
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to de whatſoever he wills, and is determin'd to treat this 
City, as he has done Tauris, in caſe it reſiſts ever ſo little 


longer. It is therefore in your power, continued he, and 
only your's, to ſtop the Rage of Cruelty, to ſave ſo ma- 
ny thouſand Lives, to ſave theſe beautiful Churches and 
P. laces, and to ſave yourſelf, Family and Riches, which 
elſe muſt all become one common Spoil to this imperial 
Ruiner. Flatter not yourſelf, my Lord, added he, ſee- 
ing his Diſcourſe made the deſired Impreſſion on him, 


with the Hope of being able to make any long De- 


fence ; by attempting it, you will but irritate the Conque- 
Tor ; whereas he now would have Rexan experience 
his Clemency, and I doubt not but alſo allow it very 
honourable Conditions, beſides a very great Increaſe of 
Riches and Grandeur to yourſelf, if by your means it is 
ſurrendred. e 

E MIR GUME R had liſtened with the utmoſt At- 
tention to every Article Bionchiny had delivered, but this 


laſt left him no room to heſitate; and he cry'd out, but 


art thou certain that Amurat will liſten to any Propoſals 
from me, and that he will preſerve his Faith in a 'Trea- 
ty of this Nature? The Painter then made no ſcruple to 
repeat the Converſation he had with the Emperer, and 
that it was by his Orders he had mentioned a Reward to 
whoever ſhould yield the City, and ſpare him the trou- 
ble of a long Siege. - On which, this perfidious Gover- 
nour, agitated between the Fear of loſing his Life, and 


vrhat was ſtill more dear, his Treaſures, and the Expecta- 
tion of aggrandizing himſelf and Family, came immedi- 


ately to a Reſolution of doing whatever might entitle 
him to the Favour of Amurat. | 1 | 
_ BIONCHINY was therefore diſpatch'd ſecretly to 

the Camp, with Commiſſion to aſſure the Emperor that 
Emir Gumer had no Higher Ambition than to be the Slave 
of ſo great a Prince ; that he was ready to renounce the 
Service of his Maſter the King of Perfia for ever; and 
to reſign into the Ottoman Power the whole Province 
and City of Rexan, provided he might haye his ſacred 


AMURAT 
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41LN. AT wasno ſooner acquainted by Bionchiny with 
this Propoſal, than he accepted it with pleaſure, giving 
the Bearer large Rewards, and remitting a great Sum of 
Money to Emir Gumer as an Aſſurance of his Favour; on 
which this Villain yielded to the Enemy of his King, 
his Country and Religion, all that his Royal Maſter and 
Kinſman had committed to his Truſt. _ . 

AS the beautiful Rakima was the ſole Motive that 
induced the Sultan to enter this City rather by Stratagem 
than Force, the moment he was admitted, he left the 
care of every thing to the Grand-Vizier Aebmet, and 
demanded of Emir Gumer to be conducted to the A part- 
ment of that Princeſs ; which he immediately did, ar- 
dently wiſhing the Charms of his Siſter might have the 
effect on Amurat, which they had already obtain'd in 
Effigy ; ſo much did Avarice and Ambition prevail on 
the und of a Wretch, as to ſtiſte all regard for Virtue, 
or the real Honour of his Houle. 

THIS Interview had in it ſomething Gngular, by 
the mutual Surprize of theſe two Lovers. As much as 
Amurat was prepoſſeſs d in favour of this Princeſs, as 
much enamqur'd as he was of her Idea, he found the 
Subſtance ſo infinitely above all that her Picture or his 
own imagination had formed of her; that for ſome Mo- 
ments he could only behold her with a mute Aftoniſh- 
ment. He gazed, but had not the power of Utterance. 

SHE, on the other hand, had form'd an Image of 
Anurat in her Mind, all fierce and terrible]! She had 
conſidered him as a Man, or rather Homicide, panting 
only after War and Deſolation ; and now, being pre- 
ſented with a Prince, who to all the Advantages fa the 
moſt graceful Form, had added a Softneſs which rarely 
fail'd to ſubdue the Heart he wiſh'd to conquer ; ſhe felt 
a mixture of Delight and Wonder, which ſoon raiſed 
itſelf almoſt to Rapture. 

BOTH recovering themſelves a little, they advanced 
ſlowly towards each other; and Rakima being about 
to throw herſelf at his Feet, he peovenged ber wa 
the moſt - paſſienate Action, accompany'd by theſe 
Words: 'Tis for me, moſt beautiful Ralins, (laid he) 

Vor. III. C to 


[ 34 ] 
to give you theſe Marks of Reſpect. The Sentiments 
you have inſpired me with, will ſubmit for ever the 
Emperor of the Turks. Tis hard to ſay, whether Rak:i- 
ma bluſh'd at this Expreſſion more with Modeſty than 


Joy; and if ſhe made not an immediate Anſwer, it was 
becauſe the uncertainty in what manner ſhe ſhould do 
it, prevented her. But the Emir, whoſe every Senti- 
ment gave way to his Satisfaction, rendered it needleſs 
for her to ſpeak, by ſaying, whatever Sentiments our 


mighty Lord may have for my Siſter, it is her Duty; 


and I doubt not but will be her Inclination alſo to re- 
gulate hers accordingly. He had no ſooner ended theſe 
Words, than he went out of the Room, under pretence 


of giving ſome neceſſary Orders, leaving the Sultan to 
proſecute his Courtſhip without Witneſſes, no body be- 


ing preſent but Rakima's Women, who withdrew to a 
good diſtance, out of Refpet. 

THE young Rai ma, who was brought up in the 
ſame manner thoſe of Turkey are, and had never till 
this inſtant felt eyen the Approaches of Love ; could not 
behold a Prince like Amurat, fo great, ſo magnificent, 
and ſo amiable, without being agitated at once by Ten- 


derneſs and Ambition. And as in the Eaſt it is the 


ſame thing to love and to reveal it, the Sultan was not 


long before he was made ſenſible of his Happineſs ; 
which he enjoy'd in fo full a Manner, that he forgot 


Roxana, tho' ſhe had accompany'd him in this War; 
paying to Rakima all the Devoirs ſhe could hope or ex- 
pect from a Man ſhe fo truly loved, and loading Emir 
Gumer, who had delivered his Siſter with the ſame fa- 


cility he had done his Government, with Preſents, Ho- 


£ 


nours, and Employments, even beyond the Aim of his 
own Avarice and Pride. ee e 

WHILE things were thus tranſacting within the 
Walls of Regan, the Sultaneſs Roxana had Intelligence 
at the Camp, of all that paſſed; and poſſeſs'd of the 


moſt furious and implacable Hate againſt this Rival, 


_— of nothing but how to contrive the Means of 
her Death; in which Polie ſhe was not a little verſed, 
as too many of thoſe whoſe Love or Ambition engages 
82 I | * © 3 We em 


ee 


with ſuch Menaces as made the Emperor rr | 


his Pleaſures Would be interrapted/by: her preſence ; and 
for that reaſon, as well as te prevent ehe- Effects of her 
Rage en  Rakime he ſenit an expreſs Order to forbid 
her coming to Neæran He knew her Impatience of a 
belov'd Rival, he fear'd the Effects of it, and ſhe was 


neither become indifferent enough to him, for him to 


be able to exert any great Authority over her Actions; 
vor ſince ſbe Had brought him 4 Prince who was 0 
be lis Heir, thought 'i Prudence te do- ſo. He palli- 
ated the Command he ſenk her, by telling her, that all 
things were yck m diſeider in the City; And the-Hearts 
of tlle People net Well enough affdred for her Safety. 
However, not depending on the Obedience of Roxana 
to this Mandate, and dreading the Fate of 'Rakima, he 
reſolyed to ſend her to Dames: Po tllis end 1 he fur- 
niſfrd a Palace in that place, not inferior in magnifi» 
cence, to that which wWas the ordinary Huabitation bf 
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nua, ſhe choſe rather to hazard them al than endure 
the Pangs of Abſence.. 

IMU RAT was ſo 3 touch'd = her Coby 
and the Occaſion of them, that his Love increaſing with 
theſe Proofs of her Tenderneſs, he could not retain the 
Reſolution he had form'd. Ah! my Lord, (ſaid ſhe to 


him, with Eyes overflowing with Tears) to _—_ 


the uncertain Peril of my Life, you condemn me to a 
certain Death ! Al that can be feared from the Jea- 
louſy of Roxana, is far lefs dangerous than Abſence 
from you If I muſt die therefore, let it be in the 
preſence of my loved Lord and Miſter, that the laſt 


Object of my cloſing Eyes may be him, for whoſe dear 
Sight alone, Life or Light can be emed a Happt- 


neſs. 
WITH Diſcourſes fuck. ; as theſe, the. pierc'd the 


Heart of the Sultan; but the more he loved, the more 


he feared her loſs. My. dear \Rakima ! (anſwered: he) 
whenever you die, your Anurat muſt ceaſe; to live; 


but I muſt have you preſerve yourſelf for me. I ſend 
you not from me, but to put you in a condition, that we 
hereafter may be together with more ſecurity ; have 


then the complaiſance to eaſe me of the continual Cares 


T am infor your dear Life; I will ſoon be with you, and 
you will be convinced at my return, that nothing is ſo 
precious to Amurat as the incom le Rating. 18401 

SEVERAL Diſcourſes off the like nature paſs'd 
between them; the Conſequence of which was, that 
the Princeſs was conſtrain'd to yield to his Reaſons, and 


the departed for Damas, after having pow and re- 


ceiv'd all the Aſſurances of an inviolable Conſtancy, 
— a tender ade could exact, * Love could 


AK IMA4. had. no ſooner quitted . than the 
Sultan return'd to the Camp, where Ryxana had not 
much reaſon to be ſatisfy'd with His Behaviour, being 
ſtill too full of his new Paſſion. to make any very great 
returns ta hers. Some days after, he march'd his Army 
to Babylen; but being willing to be deliver'd from the 


Importunities of the Sukanes, he ſent her to Conftan- 


 Finople. 


jinple. But hot all the Honours paid to her in the Ci- 
ties and Towns thro”. which ſhe paſs d; nor the magni- 
ficent Reception given her at that Capital of the Em- 


pire, could give any Conſolation to the ſecret diſcontent 


of her Soul, at finding her Preſence leſs neceſſary to the 
Peace of Amuret than it had ben. 

THE Army being arrived at Babylon, Amurat laid 
cloſe ſiege to it, and followed it with ſo, much Vigour, 


that after four Aſſaults, which he made immediately, 


one on the back of another, without giving the Perſians, 
who bravely defended it, the leaſt Relaxation; he car- 
ry'd. that important Place, in fiſty two Days after tb 

opening the "Trenches, by the Wiſdom and Courage of. 
the Grand-Vizier Achmet. The Sultan gave the whole 
Plunder to the Soldiers, but commanded the Inhabitants 
to be put to the Sword, as at Tauris; which was ſo 11+ 
gorouſly obſerved, that not one Soul eſcaped the Con- 


queror's Rage, tho' ſome had conceal'd themſelves in 


Moſques, and even in Tombs, whence they were barba- 
rouſly drag'd forth and ſlaughter d. 4 
AFTER this horrible Maſſacre, Amurat ſubdued ſe- 


veral other Provinces to his Empire, which dreaded to 
provoke, by their reſiſtance, the ſame fate with Tauris 
and Babylon. But as his Hate was chiefly to the Per - 


ſon of the Sophi, he enter'd into the Heart of his Do- 
minions, to engage him to come to a pitch'd Battel ; 
but that Monarch wonld not expoſe his Life and King- 
dom to ſo uncertain a Deciſion, and retired into the 
Mountains, where the Oztoman could not reach him, 
without running the Riſque of loſing his victorious 


Army. Reſolved, notwithſtanding, to ſatiate his Ven- 
geance ſome way or other, he ſent a Challenge to the 


vophi ; in which he told him, he was willing to ſet aſide 
all conſideration of his Conqueſts, and the Advantages 
he ftill had by his invincible Army, and was ready to 


put an end to the antient Quarrel between them, by ſin- 


gle Combat. 5 a 
. BUT the prudent King of Perſia pretended not to 
have receiv'd this Challenge, that he might not be ob- 


liged to anſwer it; and immedately after ſent an Am- 
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baffador to fen, with Propoſals for Peace. This 
Prince ſeeing his Army greatly fatigued, to which the 


defire of returning to Ralima being added, liſtned to 
them with Satisfaction; and leaving the Regulation of 


the whole Affair to the Grand- Vizier, turned all his 


Thoughts to Damas, to which he repaired with an Ex- 
pedition worthy of his Love, and the Charms of the Per- 
ſon who had inſpired it. 10 BY<1} $7045 


* 


T H E tender Nalima received him with Tranſports, 


ſuch as it would be very difficult to deſeribe, or for thoſe 
unacquainted with the Delicacies, of a true Affection, 


to conceive. The Emperor finding her more beautiful 


and more paſſionate than ever, felt his Flame for her 
augment in fach a manner, that he now thought he had 
never loved in reality, till that moment. But while he 
enjoyed at Damas all the Pleaſures of a mutual Ardor, 
the cruel Roxana revenged the cool Treatment ſhe had 
receiv'd from the Sultan, in ſo great a degree on his Sub- 


jects, that ſhe made the moſt couragious of them 


tremble, As ſhe was diſcontented, ſhe reſolved to make 
every one ſo within the compaſs of her Power; and the 
leaſt Marks of Satisfaction in the Face of any one who 
approached her, was ſufficient to draw on them her Re- 
ſentment. She had Spies every- where; and whoever 
murmured at her Cruelty, were ſure to fall the Victims 


of it: In fine, her Tyranny and Barbarity exceeded all 


that has been wrote of the moſt inhuman Miſuſers of 
Power. | 8 | | 

- BUT thoſe who had moſt to fear from this ambi- 
tious Woman, were the three Brothers of Amurat, Ba- 
jaxet, Orcan, and Ibrahim: They were confined under a 
ſtrong Guard, commanded by the Lieutenant of the 
Grand-Vizier, who was obliged to obey the Sultaneſs ; 


and they were every Day expoſed to the ill Treatment 


of that unpitying Enemy, who had for a long time 


formed a deſign to take away their Lives, leſt they ſhould 


one Day diſpute the Empire with her Son, but had' not 
yet been ſuccefful enough in Invention, to find a pre- 
tence which might ſeem plauſible, 13 x Fe 


11 | 
SHE was inform'd by her Emiſſaries, that theſe u 
happy Princes teſtified ſome Satis faction at the Infi- 
delity of Amurat; as flattering themſelves, that by this 
new Attachment their cruel Enemy . would have lefs 


Power than ſhe had poſſeſsd ; This was enough to 


make her vow their Death, by what means ſoever ſhe 
accompliſh'd it. F 8 1 b | 
_ TO compaſs this unnatural Deſign, ſhe gain'd by 


large Preſents, and Promiſes of future Preferment, the 


whole Soul of the Lieutenant who had charge of them ; 
and if before he was inclinable to ſerve her, he was 
now ready to lay down his Life in any attempt, ſhe 
ſhould command. By his Aſſiſtance it was that ſhe 
procured forg?d Letters, intimating that theſe Princes 
held a ſecret Correſpondence with the Enemies of the 
State; and ſhe had the Boldneſs to lay them before the 
Divan; and demand juſtice on the pretended Crimi- 
nals, - „%% NC 

BUT the Princes being allowed to plead for them- 


felves, and their Innocence triumphing over all the 


 Falſhoods of the corrupted Evidences, this wiſe Aſſem- 
bly cleared them of the Imputation, to the Confa- 


fion, and almoſt diſtraction of the cruel and implacable 


Roxana. | 2 8A 
BUT as the was not of a diſpoſition: to bewail a 
Misſortune, but to uſe her utmoſt Efforts for the re- 


trival, and had ſo uncommon a Haughtineſs and Cou- 


rage, that there was nothing ſhe dared not do, to bring 
about whatever ſhe defired ; perceiving all her Deſigns 
| Fruſtrated, and her Stratagems laid open to the mur- 
muring and ſecretly deteſting World, ſhe had the bold- 
neſs to counterfeit an Order from Amurat for the 
Death of the two eldeſt Princes, Bajazet and Orcan. 
With this pretended Power, ſhe went in Perſon to the 
Seraglio where they were confined, attended by twelve 
Mutes, and many others who were all her Creatures, 
and ready for the moſt barbarous Execution ſhe could 


impoſe on them; ſhe accompany'd the Sentence of 


theſe unhappy Princes Deaths, with ſuch Indignities 


and exulting Expreſſions, as made them ſee they were 
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to fall a Sacrifice rather to her Hate, than any Intereft 


of State. | | | _ 
BAFAZET ſeemed willing to purchaſe Life at any 

rate, and endeavoured to ſooth the Mind of this inhu- 

man Woman, by all that he could invent of ſoft and 


tender; he even humbled himſelf before her, to Sub- 


miſſions unworthy of his, Birth: but finding it had no 
effect, and the Slaves preparing to execute her Orders, 
were putting the fatal Bow-ſtring round his Neck, he 

called back all he had ſaid to mollify her, and conti- 
nued reproaching her with the Crimes ſhe had been 
guilty of; till the cruel Mandate being perform'd, left 


him no Breath nor Utterance. 


ORC AN, on the other fide, ſeem'd to diſdain all 
parley with this beautiful Monſter of her Sex, he neither 
1mplor'd nor reproach'd; but putting himſelf in a Poſ- 
ture of Defence, ſhew'd he was above ſubmitting to 
any Decree ſhould come from her, by killing on the 
fpot two of the Executioners, and giving mortal 
Wounds to ſeveral others, but the number of them en- 
creaſing at a Signal given, he was confirain'd to yield 
to the ſame fate his Brother kad done. 2 1009 
- THESE Murders alarm'd all Conflantinople ; thoſe 


who before were awed by her Power, and the Sancti- 


on had been given her by the unbo Love of the 
Sultan, now openly avow'd their contents, and 
riſing in a body, vowed to enter the Seraglio by force, 


and tear thence that cruel and ambitious Woman, who 


had dared to ſpill the illuſtrious Blood of Ottoman. | 
- WHILE things were thus tranſacting at Conffantino- 

ple, Amurat fill'd all Damas with his Paſſion for Rak:- 
na: That Princeſs was now pregnant, and the Joy he 


conceiv'd at it, left not the meaneſt Wretch room to 


complain of his ill Fate; ſo laviſhly did the tranſport- 
ed Sultan pour forth his Liberalities on all within reach 
of them. An eternal round of pleaſure made the Walls 
of this happy- City echo with Acclamations; nothing 
but Feaſts, Sports, and whatever can denote the moſt 


perfe& Joy, was to be ſeen among them. 17 


rat. 


"IT was in the midſt of theſe Enjoyments, that the 


Sultan receiv'd News of the Diſturbances in Conſtants- 
rople, and the Occaſion of them; and reſolv d therefore 
to ſend Achmet for the quelling the former, and puniſh- 
ing the later; that great Miniſter having by this time 
entirely compleated the Peace of Per/ia. 

BUT the Grand-Vizier, no leſs wiſe than faithful, 


well perceiving that all theſe Miſchieſs had no other 


than Roxana for their Source, thought it infinitely better 
that the Sultan ſhould go in perſon, he alone being able 
to give an Offender of her Rank the juſt Chaſtiſe- 
ment of her Crimes : he therefore repreſented to his 
Maſter, that his preſence was abſolutely neceſſary in 
this Affair; and that with out him, Things inſtead of 
mending might yet be made worſe by the Interpoſition 
of any inferior Power. Amurat liſtned to his Argu- 
ments, and found 'em ſo full of Reaſon, that he deter- 


mined to go immediately to Conſtantinople and to take 


Rakima with him. 

HE had no ſooner entertain'd this Thought, than 
he communicated it to her, not doubting but the ex- 
treme Love ſhe had for him, would make her receive 
the Knowledge of it with Joy. But this Princeſs, tho? 


poſſeſs d of an extraordinary Share of Wit and Under- 
ſtanding, had yei the Superſtition of the Perſſans and 


Arabians, and heard not this Purpoſe of the Sultan's 
with the pleaſure he expected. 

SHE had in her Train, a Man call'd Almaſaris, of 
the Race of Haly, whom the People eſteem'd ſo great 


a Prophet, that it was beliey'd by all of thoſe Coun- 


tries, that his Gift of Divination deſcended to all his 
Poſterity. The Princeſs having, an entire confidence in 
him, no ſooner found herſelf with Child, than ſhe had 
| conſulted him on her own and Infant's Fate. Almaſaris 
having made his Oraiſons with all the Ceremonies 


which are obſery'd on ſuch. occaſions, deliver'd his 


Prophecy in theſe Terms. 


OH Princeſs | Oh Rakima ! beloved of Heaven „Who 
has given thee Beauty to ſubdue the Heart of the mighty 


_—_ the Ruler and diſpoſer of a thouſand Go- 
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vernments; weigh well the Words of thy ever faithful 
Slave: The glorious Burthen of thy Womb, ſhall come 
forth a Prince adorned with every Quality to ſurpaſs in 
Greatneſs all his Predeceſſors. But let him beware of 
the Cruelty of his Kindred, and ſhun Conftantinople : 
To approach that City, is to run on certain Ruin; at 
diſtance from it, he may be Emperor of the Turks. 
AS for thy peculiar Fate, tis wrapt in Shades.; yet 
great as thou haſt lived, thou wilt die—but let no En- 
treaties, nor even Threats prevail on thee ever to enter 
the Seraglio ; avid that, the diſpoſer of Nature or- 
dains thee a Death free from Violence. But above all 
things retain with thee, if poſſible, the Sultan, till 
thirteen Moons have paſt their changing Courſe: 
Dangers attend thy Love, and his Life, if before that 
time he ſees that Capital, where all ſorts of domeſtic 
Troubles wait him. | * n 
THESE Predictions had <Rakima treaſured in her 
Heart; but hearing nothing for a great while of the 
Emperor's Intention to leave Damas, ſhe had commu- 
nicated no part of it to him: what a Thunder-clap, _ 
therefore, was this new Deſign to her; ſhe threw her 
ſelf at his Feet, and bathing them in a torrent of Tears, 
conjured him not to think of leaving Damas, much 
leſs of conducting her to Conſtantinople, where Miſ- 
chiefs, terrible and unavoidable attended both the one 
and the other. Anurat loving her with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs, was touch'd to the Soul at the Condition 
he beheld her in; and after raiſing her from that Poſture, 
deſired ſhe would explain what ſhe meant: On 
which ſhe related the Prediction as ſhe had receiv'd it 
from the Mouth of A/maſaris, concluding her Diſ- 
courſe with a reiterated Entreaty, that he would neither 
command her going to Confantinople, nor entertain the 
leaſt 'Wiſt of entering it himſelf. The Emperor of 
the Turk/ eould not forbear laughing at the Stupidity, 
as he termed it, of Alnaſaris, and laboured all he 
could, by folid Reaſon and Argument to convince her i 
that there was no Weakneſs ſo pernicious as Superſti- 1 
tion. To this he added all that the moſt tender Paſſi- 
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on could inſpire him with, in favour of her accompa- 


nying him in this Journey. He told her that ſhe could 
not in juſtice to his Intereſt, his Honour, and his Glory, 
perſuade him to refrain performing the Duties of his 
Place, which conſiſted chiefly in the Puniſhments of 
Vice and the Rewards of Virtue—that he defired no- 


thing more than to ſhew the World, by degrading © 


Roxana of the Honours he had confer'd on her, and 
inſtating Rakima in her forfeited Throne, how much 
he knew what was due both to the one and the other, 
You muſt therefore, ſaid- he, throw. theſe groundleſs 


Fears aſide, and prepare your ſelf to be declared firſt 


Sultaneſs, to behave according to your Dignity, and the 
Love which confers it, and which return'd with due 
obedience, muſt render you worthy of it. 


_ RAKIMA, who little ſuſpected fo arbitrary a com- - 


mand, was ſtruck with the moſt poignant Grief, inſo- 
much that it threw her into a Swoon in the Sultan's 
Arms. At this object, Amurat was animated with 
the extremeſt Rage againſt Almaſaris, and ordering 
he ſhould be brought to his Preſence! Behold, Wretch, 
(ſaid he to him, with an Air the moſt imperious and 
terrible) the condition to which thy falſe Predictions 
have reduced the Princeſs! Uſe thy utmoſt Wit to con- 
vince her that thou art an Impoſtor, and haſt deceived 


her; or thou ſhalt find that I who make the Fate of 


all my Slaves, will inflict the moſt dreadful one on 
| thee. But, contrary to his expectation, or that of every 
body preſent, the Predictor heard this Menace with a 
. Countenance as little moved, as tho' he that made it 
was without the Power of hurting ; and with a Tone 
altogether ſolemn and aſſured, Emperor of the Tarks 


anſwer'd he, thy Threats will never oblige me to re- 


tract the Truths I have revealed to the Sultaneſs ; nor 
canſt thou avert what is written in the Book of Heaven 


by the Finger of the great Haly my Predeceſſor: 


Think of it therefore as thou ought'ſt, and know there 
is a Power above thee. With theſe Words he retired, 


leaving Amurat more confuſed than he was willing to 


own, at his Behaviour. Not that. this Surprize 'was of 
| | „ any 
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[44] 
any long Duration in bim ; he had no belief in Hah, 
and therefore :ooked on his Deſcendant but as an En- 
thuſiaſt. The Grief and Terrors of the Princeſs how- 
ever continued ſo ſtrong upon her, that fearing they 
might be fatal, if not to her, at leaſt to the ng 
of their mutual Loves, he was in the end prevail'd 
upon not to remove her, but remain'd inflexible as to 
his own return to Conſtantinople; nor could all the 
Tears and Entreaties of his beloved Rakime in the leaſt 
alter that Reſolution. | | 
THE Day prefixed for his departure being arrived, 
they took leave with the moſt tender and melancholy 
Adieus; in which the Sultan more than once repented 
him of having conſented to her ſtay; and ſhe, that ſhe 
had not exerted the Power ſhe had over him yet more, 
to have deferred his going, at leaſt, till the Expiration 
of thirteen Months. The care he took that ſhe ſhould 
live ina faſhion becoming the firſt Woman in his Heart, 
made her ſee how dear ſhe was to him, he having or- 
der'd the Baſhaw of Damas to pay her a very confider- 
able Revenue, and added to that an annual Tribute from 
the ſeveral Provinces he had taken from the King of 
Axralia. 5 + . 
HAVING done every thing his Love exacted, he 
paſs'd with the utmoſt Expedition towards Conffanti- 
nople, where his Preſence was defited by all ſorts of 
People with the utmoſt Impatience, hoping they ſhould 
now ſee an end of the Cruelty of Roxana; but how 
greatly did their Expectations deceive them ! This cun- 
ning Princeſs, who knew the Accuſations would be 
brought againſt her, and that ſhe could have no refuge 
from em but in the Heart of Amurat, ſummoned all 
her attractions to her aid, and drefling her Eyes in 
Love, Joy, and Submiſkon, appear'd before him in a 
manner ſo engaging, that in ſpite of all he had been 
told, and of his Paſſion for Rakima, he could not be- 
hold her without wiſhing ſhe might be able to clear 
| herſelf of the Crimes laid to her charge: A Judge pre- 
if -  jJudiced in favour of the Delinquent, is eaſily brought to 
4 i believe every thing that flatters his deſire. There was 
1 . | nothing 


Rahkima was forgot, and the Cries of a whole injured 


IT not only will defend, but revenge on all who ſhall 


{1483 5 
nothing ſhe ſaid, tho“ ever ſo falſe that had not greater 
Credit with Amurat than all the juſt Remonftrances 
of her Accuſers. In fine, ſhe regain'd her Empire; 
her Charms blaz'd forth with double Luſtre, and the 


amorous Sultan was no longer capable of liſtening to 
any thing but the Love ſhe had inſpired him with — 
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World lull'd in the ſoft Murmurs of her deceitful 
Tongue. e 
CONVINCED of the Power of her too dange- 
rous Charms, ſhe made her greateſt Vices appear Vir- 
tues ; and what merited the ſevereſt Puniſhment, was 
rewarded by the Thanks of the infatuated Sultan : She 
magnified with ſo much Artifice, the Service ſhe had 
done him, in preſerving the State, by the Death of 
thoſe who had'' conſpired againſt it, that Murder, Fra- 
tricide, and Treaſon, ſeemed ſo many meritorious Ac- 
tions, which demanded the whole Attachment he could 
pay. He now looked on her as a Woman capable to 
rule the Univerſe, and no leſs eſteemed her Wit, than 
doated on her Beauty. All that the Sultaneſs his Mo- 
ther alledged againſt her, was of no force ; and he cold- 
ly told her, that he was convinced of the Infidelity of 
his Brothers, and that Roxana had ated nothing but 
what had ſerved to render her more dear to. him. 
Nay, to ſuch a height did he carry his Reſentment 
againſt all who attempted to ſet forth the Crimes of 
this injurious Woman, that one of the young Princeſſes 
his Siſters, throwing herſelf at his Feet, and entreat- 
ing Juſtice for many Inſults ſhe had been treated with, 
unbefitting her Rank, and the Blood of Ottoman; he 
drew his Ponyard, and ſtabb'd her to the Heart, ag 
ſhe was ſpeaking: Loſe then, ſaid he, that Blood, 
the Pride of which emboldens thee to accuſe ſhe whom 
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preſume to incur her Diſpleaſare. This Action be- 
ing done in the preſence of the whole Court, none 
after that had the Temerity to approach him with any 

Tus 


Complaints, 


n 25 
THUS had the lovely but wicked Sultaneſe eſta- 
bliſh'd her Power in defiance of all Oppoſers, Anurat 
giving himſelf ſo wholly to her, that he ſcarce liſtned to 
any Buſineſs, but thro* her Mediation: He was in this. 
Situation of Mind, when a Courier arrived from Raki- 
ma, who brought the News of that Princeſs's being hap- 
pily deliver'd of a Prince, whom ſhe had named Solyman 
Amiurat. But theſe Tidings had now little effect on 
the Sultan, and he returned an Anſwer ſo full of Indiffe- 
ronce, that the diſconſolate Rakima perceiv'd her Ruin 
certain: She now not doubted but that her cruel and 
triumphant Rival would negle& no means of depriving 
her. of that Life which ſhe had render'd miſerable; ſhe 
took, however, all neceſſary Precaution to guard againſt 
her, tho' not ſo much for her own Sake, as for that of 
the new-born Prince, who muſt be left entirely deſtitute, 
ſhould Rage or Malice deprive him of his Mother, 
NOR was ſhe deceiv'd in her Suggeſtions concern- 
ing the Danger to which both her Son and elf were ex- 
pos'd by the Re-eſtabliſhment of Roxana; but the Sulta- 
neſs Valid or Mother of the Sultan, and Acbmet the 
Grand Vizier, not only diſcovered the Intrigues car- 
_ ried on by Roxana againſt them; but alſo gave her ſuch 
timely Warning, that tho' ſeveral Attempts were made 
on the Lives of both thoſe Innocents, they were all 
averted. 2 . 5 
IHESE Diſappointments made Roxana repine in 
the midſt of her Pride; ſhe could not reflect that Ra- 
kima had Charms which might yet recover the Aﬀec- 
tions of Amurat, without being ſeized with the ſevereſt 
Pangs of Jealouſy and Apprehenſion; not that the ſuf- 
fer'd this thro' a female Tenderneſs, Love was the leaſt 
reigning Paſſion of her Soul, Ambition took up all her 
Care, and ſince ſhe had been Mother of a Son, the Aſſu- 
rance of making him Emperor was the only thing could 
give her true Pleaſure, as the Fear that Title would be 
diſputed with him was what gave her the moſt Pain. 
As indifferent as Amurat now appear d either to Raki- 
ma or the young S:/yman, ſhe knew not but a Change 


might happen in their Favour, and therefore thought 
C this 


> an. ac. ac. cf 


„ 1 


this a proper time to execute her cruel Deſigns on them; 


but her Stratagems, as I have already ſaid, proving unſue · 


ceſsful, the Rage that gave them birth, retorted on her 
ſelf, and render d her Breaſt a perfect Hell of Diſcontent. 
SEVERAL of the intended Mmiſters of her Cruel 

were ſeiz d by the Baſhaw of Damas, who after confeſ- 
ſing to what End, and by whom they were ſent, were 


executed according to their Crimes, and an Account of 


the Proceſs againſt them ſent to the Porte. Which as ſoon 
as the Grand Vizier had acquainted the Sultan with, he 


became highly diſcontented, and reproach'd Roxana + 


with her too little Conſideration of him, fince ſhe could 


reſolve to murder him in his Son, and the Woman he 


had once loved. But this Princeſs was Miſtreſs - of too 

much Artifice to be eaſily: traced in any thing ſhe found 
it her Intereſt to conceal, and knowing that no Crime 
in her would be look'd on as ſuch by the enamour'd 
Amurat, if ſhe could once make him believe it was occa- 
ſion'd by Love, counterfeited ſuch a dying Tenderneſs, 


Mingling Tears, and ſoft Reproaches with her Efforts to 


juſtify herſelf, that the Sultan imagin'd he found more 
. reaſon to conſole than blame her. 5 

HAVING thus reduced him to the Condition ſhe 
deſired, ſne ſtopped not at ſcreening herſelf from the Pu- 


niſhment her Crimes demanded, but pufh'd her Power 


yet further, reſolving to turn the Wrath they but vainly 
endeayour'd to rouzeagainſt her, on the Heads of her Ac- 
cuſers. She told the Emperor that the Sultaneſs Valiae, 
and the Grand Vizier had join'd in a Conſpiracy againſt 
her Life, and that this was not the firſt Attempt they 
had made for that Purpoſe That in his abſence, they 
had not only fermented the common People, but alſo 


drawn the two Princes Bajazet and Orcan into thoſe 
Meaſures which had been ſo fatal to them, and which 


had compell'd her for the Safety of the Empire, tho? 


infinitely contrary to her Inclination, to ſend them from 


the World: In fine, ſhe ſo blacken'd the Innocence of 
the Grand Vizier and Sultaneſs, that Amurat command- 
ed that the one- ſhould be immediately 1 
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forbad the other, tho' ſhe had been the moſt tender 
Mother, ever to appear before him again. 2 

THE Death of Aebmet put all onftantinople in Con- 
fuſion, and tho* none durſt publickly ſtand up in his 


Defence, yet not all they had to fear from the Rage | 


of Amurat could hinder every body from murmuring ; and 
indeed there was no Action of thay, Emperor's Life more 
juſtly condemnable, than gol putting to Death, 
ſo great, ſo wiſe, and ſo faithfuPa Miniſter, one who had 
ſo well proved his Talents both in the Field and Cabi- 


net; by his Succeſs in the one, having added to the 
Empire the famous City of Babylon, and ſeveral other 


Towns and Provinces; and by the other, preſerved his 
Monarch from falling into a thouſand Errors, into 
which the Impetuoſity of his Diſpoſition - would 
otherwiſe have plunged him. In fine, no Prime-Mini- 


ſter ever lived more juſtly beloved, nor died more la- 
mented ; the Soldiers, who regarded him as their Fa- 
ther, had no Meaſure in their Grief, and all the Cour- 
tiers, who were not the Creatures of Roxana, regretted 


his Loſs as the utmoſt Misfortune to themſelves as well 


as to the State. Fey: 

BUT - the more Roxana diſcover'd the Concern of 
the People for the Death of Achmet, the more ſhe tri- 
umphed in having had the Power to infli& it ; and ha- 
ving procured the Office of Grand Vizier for Caimacan, 
that perfidious Inſtrument of her Cruelties on the two 


Princes, ſhe now thought herſelf above the reach of 


Fate, and indulg'd herſelf in a Security, which in ef- 
fe& ſhe had never leſs reaſgn to boaſt of. Divine Juſ- 
tice thus long with-held the Blow, but to make it fall 


with the ſeverer Weight, and that the dire Potion of 


its Wrath ſhe was to ſwallow might ſeem more bitter, 
when adminiſtred to her, in the midſt of her full Height 
of Pride, and Sweets of Grandeur. The Death of Acb- 
met had open'd the Eyes of all the great Men of the 
Empire, and every one thinking his T'urn was next, and 
equally fearing this imperious and barbarous Woman, 
join'd themſelves in a League, and reſoly'd to make a 
Joint Complaint to the Grand Signior of the Injuſtices, 

5 Murders, 


„ > 
Murders, and Treaſons, by which ſhe had abuſed the 


power he permitted her to enjoy. 


HAVING made themſelves, by ſtrict Enquiries, 
Maſters of her moſt ſetret Contrivances, they cauſed 
the whole Hiſtory to be wrote, and obliged the Mufty 


to preſent it to the Sultan in the Name of all. his Sub- 
jects; but this Prieſt, 8. to diſengage himſelf from 


ſo dangerous a Com on, put it into the Hands of 
the Sultaneſs Valide, wh ing a Princeſs of uncom- 
mon Courage, ſent an Eunuch to her Son, to inſorm 
him ſhe had ſuch a Writing, and to require him, by 
that Duty he owed to Heaven, to the holy Prophet, and 
to herſelf as his Mother, to grant her permiſſion to lay 
it at his feet. Amurat, who knew the Hatred ſhe bore. 
Roxana, imagined, it only ſome new and falſe Accu- 


fation againſt a Perſon he was yet determined to be- 


lieve innocent ; and not only treated the Eunuch as an 
Impoſtor, but. uttered the ſevereſt Menaces againſt the 

Sultaneſs Valide. The Perſon ſhe had made Choice 
on for this Meſſage, however, not being of a diſpoſiti- 
on to prefer Life to the Service of his Miſtreſs, repea- 
ted ina brief Manner the Contents of the Writing, and 


painted in ſuch lively Colours the Barbarity and Trea- 


chery of Roxane in her Attempts againſt the Mother 
of her Lord, the . Princeſs Rakima with her young Son, 
the Grand Vizier, and the two Princes, that Amurat, 


in ſpite of himſelf, was moved by it; and after ſome 


Moments Reflection, demanded of the Eunuch by what 
means ſuch a Hiſtory fell into the hands of the Sul-. 
taneſs Yalide ? He anſwer'd with Intrepidity, that it 
was deliver'd to her by the Mufty. Think therefore, 
Emperor ! added he, how terrible Roxana muſt be to' 


thy Subjects, when even the Miſſioner of our holy Pro- 


phet dare not approach thee with the juſt Complaints 
of thy faithful Subjects whom ſhe has provoked by a 
thouſand Inhumanities againſt her. The Sultan made 
no Anſwer to theſe Words, but ſent immediately for 
the Mufty and Sultaneſs, and order'd the former of 
them to read the Hiſtory before him, which he liſtned 
to with the utmoſt Attention ; and finding the Cop 
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ſtances juſt in all their Parts, and the Evidence elear 


and demonſtrable. he began to wonder how he had been 
ſo long deceiv'd ; and Love giving place to Indig- 


nation, and that growing up to the moſt violent Fu- 


ry, as the Reflection on theſe Things enter'd more ful- 


Iy in him; he order d Roxana ſhould be brought that 


Inſtant into his Preſence, where, as ſoon as ſhe was 
come, he repeated all the Charges againſt her, com- 


manding her to make an immediate Reply : but fo 


. \Xonfident was ſhe of her Power, that ſhe no longer had 
:Itcourle. to her uſual Artifices, and inſtead of endeavour- 


ing jaltißy herſelf by ſoft means, broke out into the 
Hoſt dee dus Imprecations againſt the Sultaneſs Vail. 
and t ufty,. and had even the preſumption t to threa- 


Death. 
rritaled with her want of Reſpect, 
WN that ſhew'd he Was Maſter of him- 


E he, theſe: Py iny 47725 4 have moſt blamed 
my NN ſhall now be judge. In ſpeaking theſe 
laſt Words; us drew bie Ponyard, and piung'd it in- 


7 g 
* 1 


to the Boſom of the beautiful and perfidious Roxana, * 


with. whith ſhe fell, and expired that Moment at his 
feet: 
-T HIS unexpected Inflance of his Juſtice ſurprized 


and made glad the Hearts of all preſent, but they pru- 
dently forbore any immediate Teſtimonies of it, till the 
 Sultan's aſſuring them that he was pleaſed with this 
Corqueſt over himſelf, authorized their Demonſtrations 


of Gratitude for being deliver'd from the Fears of ſo 


cruel and powerful an Enemy. 

THUS ended theLife of this Princeſs, the moſt lovely 
and moſt cruel of all her Sex, being but three and twen- 
ty Years old, and in the full Perfection of all her Charms. 


Philip de Harlay, Count Cecy, being Ambaſſador from 


France at Conſtantinople, had a Sight of her Picture, 
drawn by the famous Vinelli a Venetian, as had alſo 


his Couſin the Sieur Achilles 4 TP * 2 


„„ — 1 1 8 3 


y 


2 


* fideration of him, and that inſtead” of melſifyi 


1 51 7 


of Mole; and if we may give any Credit to the Ac- 
counts given by theſe Gentlemen, nothing was ever more 
beautiful. * 07 „ TS 0 ; i 1 


BUT thethaOrints of Neri were für eur bet 


ing over- paid by her Death, yet could the Manner of 


it have been exeuſed in no other than Amurat, nor a- 


mong other Nations; but when one conſiders that the 


Turks are extreme in all their Paſſions, particularly in 
their revenge, the Abſurdities of their Religion, 
which gives them no notion of Things we tremble at 


—-——the exceſs of Tenderneſs with which this Mo 
narch had regarded her- the Authority he had gi- 


ven her, and the abſolute power over himſelf; and then 


„reflect, how all in a Moment he was eenvinced of her 


Ingratitude, her Treaſons, her Cruelties, her little Cons 


juſt Indignation ſhe perceiv'd was“ fais in hin the 


affronted him to his Face, in the”Perſoago- hi *Mo- 


ther, and ſeemed to bid defiance to; his WW; when 
all theſe Things, I ſay, are well wei pos es ap- 
pear leſs ſtrange that he waited not the reſuſt of cool 
Deliberation to difpatch her. He that could rike his 


Peoyurd 6 the Hite eee 
only for demanding Juſtice againſt the Perſen he lov- 


ſo groſly abuſed his Love, 
repos'd in her, 3 | | 
I N fine, it was written, continued Thelamont, not 


nd the entire Confidence he 


with the Finger of -Mabomer, nor that of Hah, but 


by that of the King of Kings, in the Legend of Di- 
vine Providence; that this wicked Woman ſhould loſe 
her, Life. by the- Hands of him who had the moſt 
dearly loved her. The News of her Death was no 
ſooner heard in the City, than it ſeemed to give Birth 
to a general Tranquillity : Murmurs were heard no 
more, Complaints were ſtifled, every one now vyed 


with his Companion in praiſing the Juſtice of the Em- 
_ Peror, infhaving reveng'd by this Blow ſo many illuſtri- 


ous Families, for whom nothing but the Death of _ 
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— — Enemy could have dryed the Tears of the 
eople. | | 
_AMURAT alſo for ſome Days appeared ſatisfied 
with what he had done ; the Congratulations of the 
great Men for this happy Conqueſt over his Paſſion, the 


- univerſal Joy of all his People, and the Remains of a 


juſt Indignation, took up all his Heart, but when theſe 
Tranſports ceaſed, when Anger was diflipated, and he 
reflected on the Beauties of the Sultaneſs, now pale 
and lifeleſs by his Hand, he fell into the moſt pro- 
found Melancholy : a heavy Gloom hung lowering on 


- his Brow, his Accents. were accompany'd with Sighs, 


his Words with Peeviſhneſs, every thing diſpleas'd him, 
the Image of Roxana was continually before his Eyes, 
and if he paſt any Moments with Satisfaction, it was 
in his Cloſet, when ſhut from all Society, he contem- 
Plated that fatal Picture of his Favourite, which by per- 
petually looking on, kept alive the Paſſion he had for 


the Original. 


FT HE Sultaneſs his Mother, and Ug/an Aga, or 
-Chief of the black Eunuchs, who had not a little Share 
in the good-will of his Maſter, thought of nothing but 
.the Means of reſtoring him to his wonted Vivacity and 
Theerfulneſs. They aſſembled all the Beauties of the 
Seraglio, hoping ſome new Amour might extinguiſh in 
him the Memory of the former; they contrived rare 
Entertainments of Dancing and Singing to divert him : 


but neither theſe, nor the Exercife of Hunting, which of 


all others he was accuſtomed to like, could drive Roxa- 
za from his Thoughts. He pined inwardly, his Strength 


both of Mind and Body viſibly decayed, till he became 
little more than the Shadow of the once haughty, fierce, 


and lovely Amurat. | 2 SE 
' THEL AMONT was in this part of his Narrati- 
on, when a Servant informed them Supper was ſerved 
up. This amiable Company were ill ſatisfied with the 
Interruption, nor would conſent to take part of it, till 
he had promiſed to proſecute his Diſcourſe, as ſoon as 
the Collation was over. Melantus and Hortenfia were 
not however contented, as believing it would be * ; 
| ut 
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but Urania told them, with her uſual Freedom, that 
it happened well for her, ſince the Curioſity they had 
to hear the Remainder of this Hiſtory would perhaps 
engage them to tarry all night; which elſe, added 
ſhe, it might have been difficult for me to have done. 
That agreeable Pair join'd in replying to this Com- 
pliment in the manner it deſerved : For my part, ſaid 
Camilla, whith a great Sigh, I ſhould be able to take 
little Repoſe this Night, without having learn'd what 
became of Rakima; and whether the Charms of that 
Princeſs were capable of putting an end to the Sorrows . 
of Amurat. 1 5 | 2 
YOUR Carioſity ſhall not fail of its Gratification, 
anſwer d Thelamont ;. and if Urania conſents to this Pro- 
poſal, I promiſe you ſhall not go early to bed. Hor. 
tenfia and Melantus having ſaid they accepted the In- 
vitation with Pleaſure, they fat down to Table ; where 
during Supper, each made a ſeveral Reflection no leſs in- 
ſtructive than entertaining, on the Paſſages of this Hi- 
ſtory ; and all in general confeſſed, that The/amont had 
related em in ſuch a manner, as it was impoſlible to hear 
without being intereſted in them. . 
AFTER a Repaſt, where all the Delicacies of the 
Seaſon gave infinitely leſs pleaſure to this amiable Soci- 
ety than the perfect Friendſhip, Wit and Good Hu- 
mour of thoſe it was provided for; Urania led the 
Way into her. Apartment : and every one being ſeated 
as Inclination dire&ed, they entreated The/amont to re- 
ſume the Thread of his Diſcourſe, which he immedi- 
_ ately complied with in theſe Terms. [BA 
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The Sequel of the Hiftory 'of RARE 1Ma, of 
Au uRAr, and the young Prince their 
CCC 


IE Sultaneſs Yalide, faid he, who loved the Em- 


& 


peror her Son with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, per- 
ceiving that all the Cares of Ug/an were in vain, began 
with reaſon to fear the Conſequence of ſuch continued 
Griefs, would be fatal to his Life ; and imagining that 
the Preſence of Rakima, who had once ſuch potent 


Charms for him, might be more efficacious than any 


N made trial of, diſpatched a Courier to that 
Princeſs, to acquaint her with the Death of her Rival, 


and to adviſe her to write to Amurat, and demand of 


him permiſſion to come to Conflantinople, that ſhe might 
be partaker of that Glory he had made her hope. 
Emir Gumer her Brother, who was now one of the 
chief Favourites of the Emperor, wrote to her alſo, to 
follow the Advice of the Sultanefs Valide. This 'News 
had the Effect on Rakima, Which it is natural to ſup- 
poſe: She loved the Sultan with 'the utmoſt Ardency 
of Paſſion, and her Fears of Roxana being no more, the 
ſweet Idea of being in a ſhort time in poſſeſſion of every 
thing ſhe wiſhed for, filled her with ſuch Emotions of 


Joy, as for a Time obliterated all the Prediction of A.. 


maſaris. She was afterwards willing however to con- 
ſult him once more, before ſhe wrote to Amurat ; on 


- Which he told her, that he foreſaw no Hazards at pre- 


ſent in the Journey, but that it would be to no Effect. 


As he now ceaſed to threaten the Life of her Son or her- 


ſelf, ſhe heſitated not to obey the Dictates of her Heart, 
and diſpatched a Meſſenger to the Sultan with a Letter 
e . The 


LIE 


_ 


| The He R k 1 MA to OA invincible 


AMURAT. . 


AN it then be, that the Lord and 275 at 


fires can have entirely obliterated the Memory of 
his tender, bis ever faithful Rakima ? Ab, my Lord, 


call io thy Remembrance one Moment thy Promiſes, and 


my Love, and that Moment will be ſufficient to oblige thee 
to command me to throw myſelf at thy Fret——— T am 
dying with the Grief of being ſeparated from thee z Oh ! 
therefore let the Light of thy Eyes reflore me, and once more 
ſuffer thy Slave to pour out all the Ardor of her Soul be- 


fore thee In thy Hauds along i ts the Lift or 19 88. 
of the conſtant 


KAI 


A'S emerg'd in | the deepeſt Melancholy as Amurat 
had been, a Dawn of Pleaſure broke in upon his Heart 
at the R of this Epiſtle : All the Beauties of Ra- 
ima now preſented themſelves to the Eyes of his Imagi- 


nation, and his Grief inſenſibly diſſipating; he began to 


burn with an Impatience of beholding her. He com- 
municated her Letter to the Sultaneſs his Mother and 

Emir Gumer, appearing enchanted with the Wit and 

Tenderneſs of Rakima, and in a ſhort Time ſent her an 

Order to quit Damas with the Prince her Son, and at the 
ſame time a Command to Sinan, Baſſawy of Damas, to 

furniſh her with every thing requiſite to maintain the 

Dignity of her State in ſo long a Voyage. 

WHO would not now have thought that the Trou · 
bles of this Princeſs had been over; but alas! Fortune 
had an Aſter- game to play, which ſhe little expected, but 
which Alnaſaris was ſenſible of, and meant no more, 
when be told her he foreſaw no Perils in that Journey, 
than that ſhe would not be able to ſet forward on it, 
tho'-he would not diſturb the ſhort-liv'd Joy ſhe then 
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was compelled to wait the Return of Spring, tho' with 
| val, the Captain Baſſaw, or General of the Sea, brought 
* Intothe Seraglio a young Circafien, whoſe Wit, Beauty, 


and a thouſand other excellent Qualifications, made the 
Sultaneſs Valide look on her as a proper Object to remove 


curious Adventures, and will ſnortly be made publick. 


himſelf in the Humour of drinking great Quantities of 


11 


| indulg'd. It was her Deſtiny to be forgotten by Amurar, 


and this ſudden Return of his Affection was but mo- 


mentary. The rigorous Seaſon of the Year, attended 
by almòſt continual Storms, would not ſuffer her to em- 


bark when the Order for her doing ſo arrived ; and ſhe 


what Impatience, *tis eaſy to conceive. In this Inter- 


all the Remains of Melancholy which yet hung about the 
Emperor. | | 3 
T O facilitate her Deſign, ſhe enter 'd into the ſtrict- 
eſt Friendſhip with Zaime, for ſo this Charmer was 
call'd ; and having inſtructed her in what ſhe ought to 


do, to attract the Sultan, was ſucceſsful even beyond her 


Hopes : for ſhe no ſooner appear'd before that Prince, 
than he was inſpir'd with Deſires, equal, if not ſurpaſ- 
fing, all he had ever felt in his whole Life, He in an 
Inſtant forgot Roxana, Rakima, and every thing that ever 
had the Power of pleaſing him, abandoning himſelf en- 


tirely to this new Paſſion. I ſhall paſs ſlightly over this 


Article, becauſe I would not rob Urania of the Glory of 
particulariſing all that happen'd to Zaine, ſhe being now 
writing a Hiſtory of that Princefs's Life, which is full of 


I ſhall therefore ſpeak no more of this laſt reigning 
Beauty over the Heart of Amurat, than juſt what is ne- 
ceſſary to compleat the Story of Ralima. 

IN a word, Zaime was declared Grand-Sultaneſs, 
and the Baſſaw of Damas had private Orders to delay 
from time to time, under various Pretences, the Em- 
harkatioꝝ of Rakima and her Son. Amurat entirely de- 
voting himſelf to the Poſſeſſion of the beautiful Zaime, 
had neither Tenderneſs, nor Gratitude for aught beſide; 
nothing but Plays and Feafts were to be ſeen in the Se- 
raglio, and Amurat in the Exceſs of his Delight indulg'd 


ſtrong 


' 


b 


ſtrong Liguors, having for his ordinary Companions the 
Traitor Gumer, and two other Perſiaus as perfidious as him- 


ſelf, named Marchut and Ferſais. The Abſtinencies of 
Ramaſan, which with the Maſſelmen is the ſame as Lent 
among the Chriſtians, put no ſtop to his Debaucheries ; 
and the Feaſt of Beiran, which is like our Faſter, gave 
him a pretence for redoubling them. In one of thoſe 
magnificent Entertainments which he gave his Courti- 
ers, he quaff d Ręſaſolis, Wine, and other ſtrong Li- 
quors in ſuch Exceſs, that it threw him into a burning 
Fever, that his Phyſicians immediately perceived their 
Art afforded not the Means of reſtoring him. 


DISEASES having deprived him of the greateſt 
part of his Children, and Cruelty of his Brothers, ex- 
cept [rbahim, whom the Sultaneſs Valide had preſerved, 
by making him counterfeit Ideotiſm, and was confin'd 
in the Extremity of the Empire, under the care of the 


Eunuch Sambou/; as he found his laſt Moments ap- 


proaching, his Love for Zaime accompanying him to- 
the Grave, and ſhe being ſuppoſed pregnant, he ſet 
himſelf to contrive the Means of ſettling the Succeſſion 
on the Infant ſhould be born of her; and fearing ra- 
bim would be an Obſtacle, order'd he ſhould be brought 
with all ſpeed to his preſence : but the prudent Mother 
penetrating this Intent, which was indeed no other than 
to ſtrangle him, eluded the Interview under various Pre- 
tences, and by her Addreſs preſerved the laſt of Sultan 
Achmer's Children 6 
THE Emperor perceiving his Diſeaſe grow ſtrong 
upon him, and every Day more and more concerned for 
the Intereſt of Zaime, bethought himſelf of another 
Stratagem to diſappoint the Sultaneſs Valide in her hopes 
for her San Erabim; which was this: He ſent for 
Rahim-Chirgs, Cham of the leſſer Tartary, and named 
him for, his Succeſſor, according to. the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Otraman Empire, having firſt made a 
lecret Treaty with him, to refign the Throne to the Son 
de. of Zaime, in caſe ſhe ſhould bring forth one. But Co- 
d {Mvenants of this kind rarely have any effect; and had not 
of ¶ Anurat been urged by an Extravagance of Dotage to 
ng Vor. III. ä U» 
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the Tartar, however, was not put to the Trial. Two 


Brother, over whoſe Mouth he ſeveral times put his 


| had been believed of him, made known to be only a 


ceonceri d his Safety, _ 


000 
try all Means for ſecuring the] Empire to the Iſſue of 
Zaime, he never could have imagind this would be 
conducive to it; ſince few there are who love Power 
ſo little, as to part willingly with it. The Virtue of 


Days after the Death of Anurat, there was found in 
his Cabinet, a Copy of this Agreement, which being 
laid before the Divan, they with one Voice declared 
it void; and. the Sultaneſs Yalide ſent to the Eunuch 
Samboul, to bring her Son Ibrahim to Conſtantinople.” 
But this Prince, who had been bred in Terrors was 
hardly perſuaded to quit his Priſon ; and the Mufti, the 
Viziers of the Divan, and the Baſſaws, were obliged to 
go to him, and ſwear the Emperor was-no more, be- 
Dre he could be prevail'd on to quit his Chains, or the 
Appearance of Ideotiſm he had put on for his better 
Security: nor was he altogether aſſured, till on his Ar- 
rival at the Capital, he beheld the dead Body of his 


Hand to try if he till breath'd or not; ſo ſtrong an Im- 
preſſion had his Fears made on him, that he ſuſpected 
ry Rs... | 

Ihe next Day being February the 23d, 1640, he 
was proclaim'd Emperor; and that Imbecillity which 


Stratagem to preſerve him from the cruel Policy of 
his Brother, and the Artifices of the more barbarous 
Roxana. Ss oat : 
BOT while he was thus beginning his Reign with 
Honour and Glory, the Princeſs Rakima, who by Let- 
ters from her Brother had been informed of the laſt In- 
fidelity of Amurat, of the Death of that Emperor, and 
the Advancement of Prabim to the Throne, began a- | 
new to tremble for the Life of her Son; all the Paſſion WF the 
ſhe had been poſleſs'd of for Amurai, was not ſufficient W Re 
to make her forgive his repeated Inconſtancies; and ha- . 
ving entirely transferred all the Affection ſhe had borne 
kim to the young Se/ymar, had now no other Care, no 
other Hope, but in him; nor knew no Fears, but what 


DR AS 
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1 
As ſhe was, however, of a ſweet and tender Diſpo- 
ſition, ſne could not hear his Death without Tears, but 
they were ſoon dried up by Emotions of a contrary Na- 
ture ; the Baſſaw of Damas refufed the Payment of 
the Penſion had been aſſign'd her by the late Sultan, 


telling her, he could not diſpenſe with ſending her to 


the Seraglio, and her Son to Prabim, who was now, and 
ought to be the Diſpoſer of his Fate. 

TO avoid the Effects of this Menace, ſhe pretended 
a Willingeſs to comply with it, defiring only ſhe might 
firſt be permitted to fulfil a Vow ſhe pretended to have 
made of going to Mecca. Sinan, who aimed at no more 
than her Departure, eaſily conſented, and furniſh'd her 
with the Means of Travelling. | | 5: he 

FROM Damas ſhe paſs'd into Arabia, and arrived 


of the Court of Reba, who was the ſame that Sultan 


Amurat had ſubjected to pay him Tribute, and obliged 
to ſubmit his Kingdom to a perpetual Homage. This 
Monarch was firſt Couſin to Emir Sicardin, Prince of 
Drus, and boaſted himſelf deſcended from that invinci- 
ble Hero, Godfrey of Boluign, who carried his Arms into 


| the Holy Land, and became the declared Protector of 


all the Chriftians of the Levant. Sicardin had been van- 
quiſh'd in a pitch'd Battle, by the Baſſaw Giaphar, and 
ſent Priſoner to Conſtantinople ; where, contrary to the 


Law of Arms, and the Promiſes made him by his Con- 


queror, the Avarice of the Sultan and Prime Vizier, 
cauſed him to be put to Death; and ſeiz'd on his Prin- 


| cipality and vaſt Treaſures, which on his Deceaſe of 


Right belong'd to Reba: But inſtead of doing to this 
Prince that Juſtice he demanded, Amurat had fallen on 
him with a ſuperior Power, and ſubmitted him and his 
Succeſſors to a perpetual Homage to the Porte. It was 
therefore in this Court, that Rakima hoped to find ſome 
Repoſe before ſhe went into Perſia; nor was ſhe diſap- 
pointed, Reba had nothing of the Barbariſm of his Na- 
tion; on the contrary, he had every thing could ren- 
der a Prince perfectly amiable, he was handſome, well 
made, gay, gallant * courteous ; and had a Soul at 

3 2 5 once 


E 
ence capable of the greateſt Actions, and maſt tender 
Paſſions. | | _— | | | 

_ PEEING ſuch as I have repreſented him, tis not to 
be wonder'd at, that he prepar'd to receive Ralima with 
the utmoſt Honours ; but her Beauty finiſh'd what his 
natural Generoſity had begun; he could not behold 
this charming Princeſs without Admiration, and that 
Admiration ſoon grew up to Love. The Recital ſhe 
made him of the Misfortunes of her Life, touched him 
in ſo tender a Manner, that he preſently thought no- 
thing could be ſo great a Blefling as the Power of obli- 
ging her to forget them: but as a true Paſſion is always 
accompanied with Reſpect, he conceal'd the Aim of his 
Ambition, under the Name of Friendſhip. He intreated 

her to make choice of no other Aſylum than his Court 
for herſelf and Son, aſſuring her, he would employ 
all his Cares in forming the Mind of that young 
Prince; and as ſoon as a Cd Opportunity ſhould 
preient, would raiſe an Army, and engage ſome neigh- 
bouring Natiens, with whom he was in Alliance, to do 
the ſame, for the eſtabliſhing him in the Throne of his 
Father. | : | < 
 _ RAKIMA wanted not Diſcernment to ſee into the \ 

Motives of ſo extraordinary a Complaiſance and Zeal ; Þ 
and was not a little ſatisfied, to find herſelf obliged to a 
anſwer him in no other Terms, than ſuch as her own 
(Gratitude demanded of her; and the amorous Prince, 
on the other hand, was tranſported that ſhe, deceiv'd 
as he imagin'd in his real Intent, ſo readily conſented 
to remain in his Court. Ls 

THE pleaſure her Condeſcention gave him, diffuſed 
it ſelf thro' his whole Air, and added new Graces to 
every thing he did. Deſiring to poſſeſs the Heart af 
Rakima in ſome Meaſure, before he attempted to declare 

- the Paſſion he had for ber, he cauſed her to be treated 
as Queen, tranſacted no important Affair without con- 
ſulting her, and was ſo aſſiduous in his Cares for the 
Education of the young So/yman, that it was impoſſible 
tor any one to diſtinguiſh them from thoſe of a natural 


Father. 
| "T'WAS 


[ 61 ] 

TWS by theſe means that Love a fecond time 
fubdued the Mind of this Princeſs : She cou'd not be 
ſenſible what Reba did for herſelf and Son, without feel- 
ing a certain pity for the Conſtraint he laid himſelf 
under by the reſpe& he bore her; and perhaps, had he 


ſooner declared his Paſſion, ſhe would not have reſent- 
ed it beyond Forgiveneſs. But as that Monarch was la- 


bouring how to do it, in a manner ſhe ſhould not be 
able to diſapprove, Chance gave him an Opportunity 
more favourable than any he could have formed. As 
he one Day came into the Apartment of Rakima, he 
found her amuſing herſelf with looking on her Women, 
who were making little Crowns of Flowers for her Son: 
The young Prinee had one of them in his Hand the 
Moment of the King's Entrance, and running to him, 


as was his Cuſtom, put the Crown on his Head, as he 


ſtoopt to take him in his Arms; and afterwards taking 
it ſuddenly off, placed it on the Head of his Mother, 
where he left it. This Action made Ratima bluſh 3 and 
Reba taking Advantage of this little innocent Frolick 
of the Child, 1 ſhould be bleſs'd above my Sex, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, looking on her with a Countenance in 


which Love and Fear were viſible painted, if you had 


penetrated into my Heart as this young Prince has done ; 
and would accept the Crown of Arabia, which I now 
come to offer you, and of which, methinks, this is an 
Emblem. Behold, continued he, throwing himſclt 
on his Knees, I Jay it at your Feet, and with it a Heart 
filled with the moſt ardent Paſſion. 

WHILE he was ſpeaking in this manner, Rakime 
made uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to raiſe him ; but perceiv- 
ing he was determined to wait her Anſwer in that poſture, 
My Lord, faid ſhe to him, holding out her Hand, Ra- 
tima muſt be the moſt ungrateful Woman in the World, 
if after all the Obligations you have conferr'd upon her, 
ſhe ſhould diſtain this laſt Mark of your Eſteem : You 
honour me too much, continu'd ſhe, my Lord, (with 
an Air the moſt charmingly ſweet ;) and if the Hand L 
now prefent you with, is really of any conſequence to 
your happineſs, it will be * to beſtow it. N 
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16 
A Conſent ſo ſudden and unhoped, took from the 
tranſported Prince all power of anſwering as he would 


have done: the ruſh of Rapture ſtopped the paſſage of 


his Words ; and when they forcibly broke looſe, -could 
only form themſelves in digointed Sentences ; but it 


was eaſy to judge the fincerity of his Paſſion by the 


exceſs of his Joy : and this mute Eloquence had ſuch 
an effect on the tender Soul of Rakima, that ſhe made 
no ſcruple of returning the Careſſes he gave her, with 
pretty near an equal warmth, . 3 
THE firſt Emotions of this diſordered Joy being a 
little over, Reba preſs'd for an immediate Confirma- 
tion of his Happineſs ; and a ready Grant enſuing, every 
thing was order'd to be prepared for the ſolemnization 
of their Nuptials; and in a few days Rakima was pro- 


claimed Queen of Arabia, with the uſual Ceremonies; 


which were attended with an univerſal Satisfaction 
throughout the whole Kingdom. 


THE new Queen now thought Heaven had repaid | 


all her Troubles paſt ; ſhe had found in Reba a Huſ- 
band, a Lover, a zealous Protector, and a Father for 
her Son ; and that young Prince ſo well improved the 
Advantages he received from the Care of this gene- 
rous Arabian, that he ſurpaſſed in Learning, and all 
thoſe great Qualifications which became a Prince, even 
the expectations of thoſe who had moſt good Wiſhes 
for him. | | VV 
EBA, who had ſupported the Ottoman Yoke with 
the utmoſt impatience,. found no a pretence to break 
it, by the part he had in the Intereſt of young So/y- 
man Amurat. He therefore began to make ſecret 
Leagues with ſeveral of the neighbouring Princes, who 
waited but a favourable occaſion to take up Arme, in 
conjunction with him, to place this Iſſue of Rakima 
on the Throne of his Father. But while he was thus 
ſparing no Pains, nor Care, to be ſucceſsful in this great 
* Enterprize, the Sultaneſs Valide made uſe of her ut- 
moſt Efforts to convince Vrabim of the Danger: that 
threatned him from that Quarter : But this Monarch 
giving himſelf wholly up to his Pleaſures, ah the 
| 3 | vice 


[ 63 ] 
Advice of his Mether ; and by his Injuſtices, and Cru- 
elties, in a ſhort time became the hate of the People. 
They ſaw, with Indignation, his Ingratitude to a Prin- 
ceſs who had not only preſerved him in a thouſand 
Perils, by her Wiſdom, but had ſet him on the Throne, 
and afterwards difſipated, by her Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, all the Diſturbances of the State, now ſlighted, diſ- 
graced, and deprived of all Authority, thro" the Irflu- 
ence of two Villains; the one of whom was Selin 
Achmet, Grand Vizier; and the other named Hain, a 
Man, who from a poor Shepherd, Ibrabim had raiſed 
to the greateſt Dignities. The Power of theſe two 
Men over the Emperor became ſo unbeunded, that they 
committed all manner of Outrages under the Sanction 

of his Name; and when any Complaints of it were 
made, he either ſeemed not to believe, or elſe defen- 
ded what they had done; which, joined to his Incapa- 
city of Governing, - obliged the Great Men of the Porte 
to make known their Reſolution of Depoſing him, or 
compelling him to reform his Conduct. In this Com- 
bination was the Sultaneſs Valide, provoked by his 
Contempt of her; the Aga of the Fanizaries, with 
the principal Officers of that formidable Band ; the Ge- 
neral of the Sea, the Mufti, the Kadileskers, who are 
the higheſt ſort of Judges; the Viziers, and Baſſaws of 
the Divan, who are the Counſellors of State: and 
what is moſt ſurprizing, this League, compos'd of ſo 
many different Perſons, and form'd for an Enterprize 
the moſt dangerous and important that could be, was 
carried on with an inviolable Secrecy. The Sultaneſs 
Valide, who knew that all their Lives wou'd hardly 
ſuffice to ſatiate the Revenge of the Emperor, and his 
two Minions, if the Deſigns they had laid ſhould be diſ- 
cover'd before executed, preſs'd the Mufti to cite Pra- 
him, in the Name of all his Subjects, to render an Ac- 
count of his Conduct in a full Divan; and to demand 
the Puniſhment of Selim, and Huſſein. To this Effect, 
the great Prieſt of the Mabometan Law ſent ſeveral 
Kadileskers, who had Courage to undertake ſo dange - 
rous a Commiſſion, 75 
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BUT the Sultan, enraged at this Inſolence, as he 


term'd it, commanded his Guard to tear them to pieces; 


But they refuſing to obey his Orders, he was inftantly 


ſeized with ſo great a Fear, that he ran immediately to 


the Apartment of his Mother ; who, taking the advan- 
tage of his Puſillanimity, adviſed him to appeaſe the 


Divan, by delivering up to them the Perſons of the 


Grand Vizier, and Huſſein; which, in the Danger he 


apprehended himſelf to be in, he durſt not refuſe. And 
theſe two pernicious Counſellors were put into the 
hands of the People, who immediately ſtruck of both 
their Heads, plunder*d their Houſes of the vaſt Wealth 


they had amaſs'd, and extirpated all their Race. He fo- 


low'd now alſo the Counſel of the Sultaneſs Yalide, if 


- nominating for Grand Vizier, Mehemet, a Man well 


beloved, and of great Experience : after which, ſhe en- 


deavour'd to mitigate the Fury of the Divan; but her 
Attempts were all in vain, the Storm ſhe had raiſed, was 


now too high for her Diffuaſions to allay; and the 


Mufti proceeded a ſecond time to cite the Emperor, 
ſending to him again the ſame Kadilesters who had be- 


fore undertaken the Commiſſion. On which [brahim 


tore the Fetſa, which is a certain Inſtrument in Writing, 
fign'd by the Viziers and Baſſaws of the Divan, re- 


Auiring the Offender, be he ever ſo great, to ſurrender. 


himſelf immediately to that Aſſembly. 
THIS Behaviour being reported to the Divan, they 
roſe, and went in a Body to the Apartment of the Sul- 
taneſs Yalide, to which Ibrahim had again retired ; and 
having forced him from the Arms of that Princeſs, put 
him in Priſon under a ſtrong Guard. 
MAHOMET the Fourth, an Infant of about fix 
Months old, and Son of the impriſoned Emperor, by 
Zaine, to whom he had given the ſame Rank ſhe held 
during the latter part of the Reign of Amurat, was 
now proclaim'd Sultan, and his Mother Regent, in his 
Minority. After this, the Rebels fearing,” that by ſome 
unforeſeen Accident Brabim might again affume the 


Throne, and by that they ſhould then meet with the 


ſame Treatment they had given to Selim and Huſſein e 
£1 | | | took 


(WJ 2 
took a Reſolution to eaſe themſelves of thoſe Appre- 
henſions, by the death of him who created them; and 


accordingly, ſeveral of the Chief of the Divan, aſſiſted 


by ſome Janizaries, went to the Priſon where that poor 
Emperor was confined, and ſtrangled him the 1 8th day 
of Auguſt, 1648. This Murder was followed by ſeve- 
ral other, which confirmed the Sultaneſs Zaime in the 
Regency, and the famous Coprogly in the Office of Grand- 
Vizier. But all theſe Matters are amply treated on in 


the Hiſtory of that Princeſs ; of whom, Urania forbids 


me with her Eyes to entertain you with any thing far- 
ther than is abſolutely neceſſary for your Underſtanding 
the Paſſages relating to Rakima. 2 

T H E Sultaneſs Valide, who had conſol'd herſelf on 
the Death of her Son, by the remembrance of the lit. 
tle Reſpect he had paid her, and the Expectations that 
Zaime, who owed her firſt Elevation of Fortune to her 
Inſtructions, wou'd in all things ſubmit to her; per- 
ceiving herſelf deceiv'd, and that the Regent acted of 


| herſelf, or by the Counſels of Coprogly, began to. hate | 


her with ſo much Inveteracy, that ſhe thought of no- 
thing but the Means to ruin her, the young Sultan her 
Son and the Grand-Vizier. To bring about her De- 
ſigns, ſhe preſently caſt her Eyes on So/yman Amurat, 
whom, ſhe knew, the King and Queen of Arabia had 
educated according to his Birth, and the Hopes they 
conceived of ſeeing him one day Emperor of the Turks. 

SHE wrote to Reba, intimating, that ſhe defired 
nothing more than to ſee this Prince fill the Throne of 
his Anceſtors, as it was his. Right, he being the only 
Son of Amurat; ard let him know ſhe had form'd a 
Proje& for bringing about his Eſtabliſhment. But the 
King of Arabia, > A was not ignorant that ſhe under- 


took this Enterprize rather out of Reſentment to Zaime, 


than Love to Solyman, and perceiving that the Tark;/5 
Empire was at that Time in perfe& Tranquility within 


itſelf, and Peace with its Neighbours, repreſented to her. 


that it was not yet a proper Seaſon to attempt an Alte- 
ration in the Government; and therefore adviſed her to 


* _ _ .. *eomtinue 
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continue the ſame Shews of Affection for her young 
Grandſon, and the Regent his Mother, as ſne had done; 
that nothing of her Intenticns might be gueſo'd at, till 
| che Moment ſhould arrive when they m__ be purſued 
with Succeſs. | 
' THIS wiſe Delay of Reba was not at all p-. 'eaſing 
3 to the Saltaneſs Valide, who was a Woman vehement 
| in all her Paſſions; and reſolving to ſatisfy that of her 
Revenge ſome way or other, turned her Thoughts on a 
young Prince, named alſo So/man, and Son of [bra- 
him, by a Lady of the Seraglio, called Maiama : to her 
ſhe communicated her Deſign, and aſſured her Sue- 
ceſs, on Condition, when the Child ſhould be proclaim- 
ed Emperor, ſhe would leave to her all the Authority of 
the Regency. : 

MAITAM A was charmed with the Offer, and rea- 
dily promis'd all that ambitious: Princeſs defired of her. 
But in what manner this Conſpiracy was render'd of no 
Effect, is not neceſſary to my Hiſtory ; I ſhall therefore 
paſs over every thing in ſilence, till the time that the 
Grand-Vizier Coprogly, formed a Deſign of attacking 
the City of Candia ; which _ me to my Principal 
Subject. 

THE Penetians, alarmed at the great Preparations 
at the Porte, ſent an Envoy to Conſtantinople ; but the 
Grand-Vizier, in the Name of the Sultan, received him 
ſo ill, and exacted ſuch hard Conditions from the Repub- 
lick, that they preferred War to ſo ſhameful a Peace. 

T HE Doge, knowing himſelf unable to withſtand 
the Ottoman Forces of himſelf, diſpatch'd Ambaſſadors 
to Perſia, Muſcevy, and Tartary ; the latter of whom, he- 
knew, had an implacable hatred to the 7274, for the 
ignominious Death the Cham, Father ef him who reigned 
at that time, had ſuffer'd in their Dominions. Nor did 
the Venetians ſorget to implore the Aſſiſtance of King Re- 
ba ; offering him great Sums of Money to join his Troops 
with theirs, for the recovery of the Turk; Empire for 
his Son- in- law Solyman Amurat, 

NOW did the Arabian Monarch believe Fortune had 
preſented that bappy Criſis. he had ſo long waited for, 

and 
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and accepting joyfully the Offers made him, entered in- 
to a League with the Venetians; as did alſo the young 
King of Perfia,, the Czar of Muſcovy, and the Cham of 


the Tartars. 


THE next Step this prudent Prince took, was to 
gain over to his Intereft ſome Baſſaws, who by his Spies, 
he heard where diſaffected to the preſent Government 
of Turky : To them he ſent ſeveral Pictures of Sohman 
Amurat, which were by them diſperſed thro' the ſeyeral 
Provinces of the Empire, to let them ſee the great Re- 
ſemblance there was between this Prince and his Fa- 
ther. This Stratagem ſucceeded ſo well, that in a ſhort 
time a great Number of Perſons of Diſtinction liſted 
themſelves in the Party of the Son of Amurat ; among 
whom was Orcan-Ogly, Baſſaw of Aleppo, a moſt excel- 
lent General, rich, well beloved, and a mortal Enemy 
of Coproghy... "- EA . | my 5 6 ; , 7 

THINGS having ſo fair an Aſpect, the Confede- 
rate Armies reſolved to take the Field in the beginning 
of the Spring, and to begin the War by the Siege of 
Babylon. In the mean time, Rakima neglecting nothing 
for the Intereit of her Son, went herſelf from Court 
to Court, engaging the ſeveral Potentates in this grand 
Affair. She paſſed thro' all /rabia, Ethiopia, and great 
part of the Indies; her infinuating Wit, her Sweetneſs, 
her Eloquence, and the Charms of her Perſon, gained 
their Hearts in ſuch a manner, that there were none wha 


did not readily afliſt her with what Forces were in their 


power. | | 
 COPROGLY having quick Intelligence of all 
that paſs'd, and knowing his Forces unable to withſtand 
thoſe of ſo many Princes, ſent to the Baſſaw of Aleppo, 
to raiſe an Army of Thirty thouſand Men in his. Go- 
vernment, and to join him with all expedition. Or- 
can Ogly, glad of this Pretence, raiſed, inſtead of the 
Number required,” Seventy thouſand Men ; and having 
aſſembled them befo:e the Walls of Aleppo, and having 
ſhewed the Officers the Picture of So/yman, ſo well 
convinc'd them of the Right that Prince had to the Em- 
Pire, that they unanimouſly agreed to own no. other 
; Sovereign, 
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Sovereign, and to loſe the laſt drop of their Bloods in 
his behalf. SEP 5 
IHE Baſſaw finding every thing ſucceed to his Wiſh, 
ſent ſome of the principal Commanders to the King 
and Queen of Arabia, deſiring they would permit their 
new-acknowledged Monarch to put himſelf at their 
head. They were magnificently receiv'd ; but. what 
touch'd them the moſt, was the Preſence of So/yman, 
Whoſe graceful Form, and the noble Ardour he ex 
preſſed for Glory, raviſh'd their Hearts with Love and 
Admiration. 8 7 5 
THEE Seaſon being now come for the Rendezvous 
of the ſeveral Armies, Sohman accompanied thoſe who 
were ſent for him; and was received by the Baſſaw's 
28 with Acclamations which ſeem'd to rend the 
THIS News being ſpread thro” all the Provinces of 
Ala, ſeveral Baſſaws, who had before refuſed to come 
into the Meaſures of Orcan Ogly, now increaſed the 
Army, and threw themſelves at the Feet of Sofymar. 
Rakima, who accompanied her Husband and Son in 
this War, was tranſported at the good Succeſs they met 
with; and Rebe gave an undeniable Teſtimony of the 
Love he bore her, by the perfect Satisfaction he expreſs'd 
in the good Effect his Cares had for her Son. 
SOLYM AN was every day on horſeback, and ex- 
ercis'd his Troops in ſuch a manner, as made every one 
| believe he would be one of the greateſt Generals of his 
tune ; and never was any Army better pleas'd with a 
Commander, nor a Commander with his Army; moſt 
of theſe Troops being Veterant, who had ſerved un- 
der the famous Delly Huſein, the Uncle of Orcan Ogly, 
who had been ſtrangled by Coprogly, for which they 
bore that miniſter an inveterate Hate: That, as well 
as their Love cf Solymen, and Confidence in their own. 
Strength, made them defire to be of the Party to fall 
ON Conſtantinopls, and leave Babylon to the King of 
Per/ia , and it was for theſe Reaſons their Requeſt 
was granted. 12 N yah 
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I T being thus reſolv'd, after the Prayers, and uſual ' 
Ceremonies to their Prophet Mabomet, they begun their 
March to the Metropolis of the Empire ; where the 
News of Orcan Ogh's Revolt being already arrived, \ 
the Grand Vizier eafily perceived it had been occaſion'd 
by his Reſentment for the Death of his Uncle; and 
judging therefore he would be an implacable, as well as 
powerful Enemy, knew he had need of all his Skill and 
Courage to ward againſt this unexpected Blow. Yet 
wou'd he not give any Marks of Fear; and when it was 
propoſed in the Divan to put in execution that Law, 
which in Times of Danger obliges all above Seven Years, 
old to take Arms, he rejected it with Scorn ; and ſaid, 
he would never ſuffer it to be ſaid, a Rebel cou'd reduce 
the Empire to ſuch Streights. br” „ 
HE did not, however, in the leaſt depend on his 
own Strength, but had recourſe, in this Emergency, to 
the utmoſt of his Subtilties; by diſtributing privately 
great Sums of Money, and maintaining Spies in every 
Quarter, he got Intelligence of ſeveral Great Men, who 
had ſecretly leagued themſelves with the Baſſaw of A 
leppo, whom he immediately cauſed to be ſeized, and 
their Heads ftruck off, and placed on high Poles on the 
Walls of Conftantinople. This ſtruck ſuch a Terror to 
the reſt, that they, unask'd, brought their Treaſures in- 
to the public Fund for carrying on the War, to prevent 
all Suſpicion of their having any Defign in fayour of 
Solyman. 1 88 | 3 | 
HAVING, by his Diligenee, got together an Ar- 
my of about Two and thirty thouſand Men, he march'd 
to intercept thoſe of Qrcax Ogly, led by Solyman ; and 
when they were within ſome twenty Leagues of their 
Enemies, put his Son at the Head of them, a youn 
Man, but fall of Courage and Prudence : and to be di- 
rected by the experienc'd Counſels of the famous Mufta- 
pba, a Man of the utmoſt Abilities, and perfectly devo- 
ted to the Vizier. - 1 : 
THIS Miniſter, having left the Troops thus diſpo- 
ſed, return'd to Conflantinople, where his Preſence was 
abſolutely neceſſary, he being the very Soul ofthe Divan; 
| £ | | and 


1701. 
and without whom, that Aſſembly neither could, nor 
would do any Thing. There he repaired the Fortifi- 
cations, filled the Ramparts with able Men, and reple- 
niſhed the Magazines. While he was thus employed, 
his Son was not Idle; but animating his Troops, atten- 
ded the mms of the Enemy : who were na ſooner 
come within ſight, than he fell on them with ſuch 
Force, as made them ſee the way to Victory would not 

eaſy. Bloody was the Conteſt ; but after laſting a- 
bout three Hours, the Arabian King received a mortal 
Wound; which ſo much diſcouraged that Wing where 
. - Fe commanded, that it gave ground immediately; and 
Achmet perceiving the Advantage, flew in. with a Party 
of freſh Troops, which put 'em entirely to the Rout. 
Nor did he here ſtop, but pierced into the main Body 
of the Army; where Solyman fought with a Courage 
worthy of a better Fate, and for ſome Time held the 
Battle in ſuſpence. But Muſtapha having made great 
Slaughter, where Orcan Ogly commanded, thoſe that 
remained began to fly; when the Baſſaw mounting a 
freſh Horſe, got head of them, and partly by Promiſes, 
and partly by Menaces, obliged them to turn to the Aſ- 
fiſtance of 'So/ymar, who was now aſſaulted on every 
fide. That young Hero did, in this dreadful Day, ſuch 
Wonders, as almoſt juſtifies the Fictions of Romance; 
and compell'd his Enemies to ſay, that had there been 

among the Seventy thouſand that he bad, but Five hun- 
dred ſuch as himſelf, Victory muſt have declared in his 
favour. As it was ſupported chiefly by his ſingle Bra- 
very, the Goddeſs ſeemed unwilling to determine for his 
Enemies; and Muſtapba perceiving, if he ſhould get the 
Field, twould be a dear-bought Conqueſt, had recourſe 
to Artifice ; and having formerly been intimate with 
Orcan Ogly, ſent a Trumpet in the General's' Name, 
to offer him his Life, with that of So/yman, on conditi- 
on they would yield themſelves s. 

THIS Propoſal was received by Sohman with the 
utmoſt Scorn ; but perceiving it made ſome impreſſion 
on Orcan Ogh, and judging, on his Refuſal, he ſhould. 

be betray'd by him, was conſtrained to follow the Sen- 
Sod. Dots 
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timents of this changing Man, and ſent back an anſwer 
of Conſent. 3 c 
WHILE the brave young Prince thus yielded to 
his adverſe Fate, Reba gave up his laſt Sighs on the 
Boſom of his beloved Queen: Madam, ſaid he, with a 
feeble, but intelligible Voice, if I die without the Satis- 
faction of having rendered you happy, I die with the 
' Conſolation of having done every Thing in my power 
to make you ſo; and to prove how very dear you are 
to me but, continued he, there is no Remedy 
| dry your Tears, and preſerve your ſelf for the 
| ſake of thoſe precious pledges of our mutal Love 
forget me not in them, but let them ſhare that Ten- 
derneſs you have bleſs'd me with. And for you, Ze- 
nim, added he, turning to an Eunuch who ſtood by, to 
your faithful Care I recommend the Queen — I well 
ſee the Battle's loft ; fly with her from this fatal Field, 
nor wait a Paſſport ; there is no dependance on the pro- 
miſes of theſe Turks ———-In fine, I charge thee with 
my dying breath to ſave her, at what price ſoever it be, 
and conduct her to my Kingdom He could pro- 
ceed no farther, Death cloſed his Lips ſor ever, and Ra- 
kima had little more than the Appearance of Life. The 
Eunuch perceiving his Royal Maſter fallen, and mindful 
of the Charge he had given him, left the Queen to the 
Care of her Women, while he ran out of the Tent to 
enquire the Event of the Battle, which he perceived by 
the Trumpets ſounding a Retreat was now over; and 
was ſoon informed of what he feared, that the Enemy 
was ViRorious ; and that So/yman Amurat, and Or- 
can Ogi y, hed deliver'd themſelves tothe Mercy of the 
Conqueror and that a general Pardon was granted to 
the reſt. This made him know the Queen's Departurs 
was rot to be delayed; eſpecially, when he learned 
fome Moments after, that the Prince, and Baſſaw of 
Aleppo, were put under a ſtrong Guard, and ſent to Con- 
/tantinople, the Moment they had reſigned themſelves, 
This faithful Servant returned haſtily to the Queen, and 
having repeated all he had been told, reminded her, with 
the utmoſt earneſtneſs, of the laſt Werds of his Mafter : 
5 | But 
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But ſhe was for the preſent too much ſtupified with 
Grief, to give Attention to any thing he ſaid ; and even 
the fears for her Son were loſt in the Misfortune ſhe had 
juſt now been witneſs of. She ſuffer'd herſelf, however, 
to be guided by Zenim ; who taking advantage of the 
Darkneſs of the Night, and the Confuſion al Things 
were in, conducted her a in Diſguiſe from the power of 


her Enemies, and at laſt to Arabia, after a long and pain- 


ful March. Y E 
ACHMET COPROGLY having given orders 
for carrying So/yman and Orcan Ogly to Conftantinople, 


and pardoned thoſe Soldiers who were ready to ſwear 
eternal Duty to Mahomet, the preſent Emperor, incor- 


rated them with the reſt of his Army, and march'd to 


Po | 
the Relief of Babylon, which was beſieged by the Soph; 


* 


of Perſia. | 
THE uncertainty what the fucceſs of this Battle 


would be, had put all Confiantinople into Confuſion ; 
but when the News came of ſo compleat a Victory, 
the Death of Reba, and the arrival of Solyman Amurat 
and Orcan Ogly, as Priſoners, nothing was to be ſeen 
but Joy ; but that of the Emperor and Regent exceeded 
all others, as they were molt concern d: They thought 
they could never ſufficiently teſtify their gratitude to the 


Grand-Vizier, who had ſo happily conducted this Affair, 
and to the Valour of whoſe Son they owed their Safe- 


ty. They put So/yman into the Priſon deſtined for the 
Sons and Brothers of the Emperors, Orcan Ogly into a- 
nother, loaded with Chains ; and in vain both the one 
and the other alledged the 2 made them by Achmet 
Coprogiy; his Father's Policy abſolved him from makin 


. good that promiſe, and, in ſpite of all they could fay, 


-sondemned them to loſe their Heads. 3 
BEING brought to the Hippodrome for that pur- 
poſe, Solyman exclaimed againſt the Cowardiſe and 
Treaſon of Ogly, which had prevented him from dy- 
ing like himſelf, in the purſuit of Juſtice and Revenge, 
and yielded him to the ſhameful Stroke of the Execu- 
tioner, The Beauty of this young Prince, his majeſtic 
| ny rs On Port, 
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Port, his Courage and Relolution attracted the Hearts 
of all preſent; they deteſted the Villany of the Baſhaw; 
and when the fatal Blow was given to Sofyman, it 
was followed by a general Shriek, and Millions of Im- 
precations on him who had occaſion'd it. Orcan 
Ogh being about to ſuffer the ſame Fate, the Fury of 
the People prevented it, by forcing him from the Ex- 
ecutioner, and tearing his Body in a thouſand pieces, 
drawing the mangled Limbs thro* every Street in Con- 
/lantinople, and pouring Curſes on him as they paſſed, no 
leſs in revenge, for Solyman Amurat than for his Rebelli- 
on againſt the Emperor. | '- 

THESE cruel Tidings ſoop reach'd the Ears of the 
- unfortunate Rakima, who tho? ſhe flatter*d herſelf with 
the Hope of no better Fate, yet the Confirmation of this 
diſaſterous one renewed her Sorrows and Lamentation: 
Her Health greatly impair'd by the Death of Reba, that 
of Solyman compleated the Work of Death; and having 
| crown'd the elder of thoſe Sons ſhe had by Ręba, ſhe 
ſunk with Reſignation from a Life, which ſhe ſeemed 
to have no longer Employment for; and in her laſt Mo- 
ments repeating ſeveral Times the dear lov'd Names of 
Reba and Solyman, made known that ſhe was going to 
Join them with pleaſure. | 

THEL AMONT having given over ſpeaking, this 
amiable Company, who towards the latter end of his 
Hiſtory had been drown'd in Tears, could not preſently 
recover themſelves enough to give him Thanks. Eraſmus 
was the firſt that broke Silence: We ſeem, methinks, 
ſaid he, as if we were in Conflantinople or Arabia; and 
that the tragical Accidents we have been told of, happened 
in our preſence, by the Suſceptibility we have of them. 
I aflure you, replied Camilla, wiping her Eyes, if 1 had 
believed that The/amont had deſign'd to have made Sojy- 
man and Rakima die, I never ſhould have had a Curioſity 
of knowing their Adventures. + LIES. 

A8 ſhe could not conclude theſe Words without a a2 

Sigh, her Friends rallied her in a gallant manner, on her 
Senſibility of Things, which had happened a long Time 
fince, and in a Country where there were w— In- 
| | | cidents 
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cidents of the like nature. We ought not to laugh too 
much at Camilla, interrupted Florinda, tho' ſhe is of a 
Diſpoſition perfectly gay, that which is truly touching 
affects her Heart in the ſame manner with thoſe who 
are uſually more ſerious. Thelamont has recounted theſe 
particulars in ſo lively a manner, that it is impoſſible 
to be leſs moved with them, than if they had been pre- 
_ ſent to our Eyes. „„ 

I am extremely charm'd with it, ſaid Orophanes, but 
muſt confeſs, feel a certain Diſcontent, that we are de- 
prived of the Hiſtory of Zaime ; for I perceive Urania 
will not ſuffer us to partake of it, till ſhe gives it to 
the publick. . | 3 
_ . YOU judge right, anſwer'd that beautiful Lady, but 
you ſhall not long attend it. 1 hope to ſatisfy your 
Curioſity the next Journey you make hither. As we 
are not yet to be ſo happy then, ſaid Hortenſia, I 
think the Time cannot be more agreeably paſt, than in 
reflecting on what we have already heard. Can any 
Thing be more inhumane than this Policy of the Tarks, 
which puts to Death every one who can poſlibly- hope 
to attain the Imperial Dignity ?: This Cruelty, replied 
Eraſmus, has its Foundation from their Religion: As 
the whole Sect of Mahomet'are exceſſively ſuperſtitious, 
they ſcruple nothing to prevent the Misfortunes with 
which they imagine themſelves threatned, or to attain 
the Happineſs they hope for. CS 

IT is certain, added Orophanes, that Superſtition is 
almoſt univerſal among them: The Ottoman Empire, 
that of Perfia, and of the Mogul, the Indies, the Great 
and Leſſer Tartary, are full of Impoſtors, who call them- 
ſelves Prophets, announcing Calamity and Proſperity ; 
and for a certain Sum of Money, pretend to give Amu- 
lets to defend from the one, and Ta/i/mans to procure 
r . > 

WHAT ſurprizes me moſt, ſaid Felicia, is, that 
People of Quality, who have all imaginable care taken 
in their Education, to inſpire them with Sentiments 
different from the Vulgar, ſhould agree with them ſo 

much in this Opinion; and if ſucceſsful in any Enter- 


pr ize, 
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prize, impute it rather to the Effect of their Ta/i/mar, 
than their own Courage or Wiſdom. 2 | 
. 'THESE Superſtitions, replied The/amont, have pro- 
| duced very odd Effects in all Ages of the World. Nuti- 


lianus, a Roman Senator, who lived under the Reign of 


Marcus Aurelius, was one of the beſt Generals of the 
Age he lived in, a very able Politician, was eloquent in 


his Diſcourſe, and had an univerſal Knowledge; yet, 


with all theſe fine Qualities, he was ſuperſtitious to that 
degree, that whenever he travelled, he deſcended from 
his Chariot, and threw himſelf on his Knees before 
fome Stones on which the People before had poured Li- 
bations. When he went to Battle, he was never without 
a Train of Pagan Prieſts in the Army, who encouraged 
him in his Errors ; and without firſt conſulting them, 


he undertook not the moſt trivial Affair. He had be- 


ſides theſe, Couriers continually employed in Voyages 


to Claros and L idimus, to conſult the fabulous Oracles 


which were there deliver'd. I never can hear the Name 
of Rutilianus, ſaid Camilla, without ſmiling at the weak- 


neſs he was guilty of, on this Subject. Alexander the 


Son of Podalire, born of an obſcure Extraction, but a- 
mong People ignorant and ſuperſtitious, eſtabliſh'd him- 
ſelf in Paphlagonia, near the Walls of: 4bonus, where he 
lived in the grandeſt manner imaginable : He was re- 
;ardzd as a deſcending God, he never went out without 
a great Train, who moved after him to the Sound 


ot Trumpets, Cymbals, and Flutes. Taking advantage 


of the Folly of theſe credulous Wretches, he oblig'd 


them to build a Temple in honour of Glicom, or the 
ſecond Aſculapius, who he ſaid had been born among 


them. This ſup.rſtitious People quitting their ordinary 
Occupations, worked Night and Day in erecting this 
Edifice, and adorned it with all the Riches of the Coun- 
try; it was from this Temple that the Impoitor aſter- 
wards delivered all his pretended Oracles. 

HE boaſted to be deſcended of Perſeus, and that the 
Moon, being enamour'd of him, deſcended from Heaven 
to paſs ſome Hours of Softneſs with him ; that from this 
Amour ſprung a Daughter, whom the Goddeſs com- 

5 ä manded 


rere 
THE 9 
Y * oY Ly py 


r 
ye 7 * 
** 


1 — 2 

8 

IT N eh $2 84 * 
SO S 2 


— N 


0 
h 
3:69 
f 
28 
* 
Fr 
0 
41 
I” 
113 
F. 


r jy r n —_ — 
FL N Der N . - OT RT 
& x . nc n NS 
* FS * 2 
bee x 


* 1 . 
, * 
ire c ten f EY TH *” "= 
o > 1 + hats 2. Pa. P% 4 * 1 — „ 
— — 2 * Rp" « En og L 22 TA ef.) ko 
n * 1 —— 
1 . a WAP, > DOI orgs II, 
- MS Com 3 k | C Sabres . a 
* E 15 8 we 3 W 1 CE 
2 >. 3 4 = 2 


$ Eo AE. > AL 


I 
£.,q +; 


4 — c 
2 — Vis Uh "oe wo Prat —— : N "4 
* . — Ws 
7 8 


928 
OTH * 


9 | 
by boys tle te «wh 


8 
4. 2 


ny PIES 4 
PIE APY 
24 ANG 


. 
. 


r 
455 _— 46> 
— * 


760 


all her Offspring ſhould have the Gift of Prophecy in 
ſuch a full Degree, that they ſhould be able to penetrate 


into the moſt ſecret Decrees of Providence. The Fame 


of this Impoſtor, and what was promiſed to his Daugh- 
ter, made Rutulianus think it the utmoſt Honour to ob- 
tain her in Marriage; and after the Nuptials, carry'd 
her to Rome, where ſhe was look'd on as a Divinity. 


Can one then, continued that agreeable Lady, wonder 


at the Superſtition, and Credulity of mean People, when 
one finds ſuch Examples of it among thoſe who ought 
to know muth better ? | 2 

T HIS pretended Prophet, ſaid 4/phonſo, had the 
impudence to ſend one of his Predictions to Marcus Au- 


relius; by which he promiſed him a complete Victory 


over the Germans, with whom he was then at War. 
But the Event of that Battel proved how little Credit 


ſhould be given to thoſe imaginary Prophets; for the 


Emperor's Army was entirely routed by the Germans, 
and more than twenty thouſand Romans lay breathleſs 
in the Field. He was guilty of the ſame Boldneſs to 


Croeſus, added Melantus, promiſing him an hundred and 


fifty Years of Life; and that ſhe ſhould not then die, 

but be like Æſculapius, transfixed by a Clap of Thun- 

der; inſtead of which, he languiſh'd a long Time under 

a grievous Diſeaſe, and died when he was no more than 

eighty Years old. Yet did not the Falſhood of theſe 

Predictions diſabuſe the People; they Kill believ'd, and 
were ſtill fool'd on. | | 


IT is yet leſs ſurpriſing, ſaid Thelamont, to find theſe 
Errors and Superſtitions among Pagans and Mahometans, 


of which their Religions are full, than that they have 
found Entrance ſometimes even among the Princes of the 


Chriſtian Church. Eutychius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, a 


moſt learned and eloquent Orator, fell into the errone- 
ous Opinion of doubting that Article of Faith touching 
the Reſurrection of the Body, which Hereſy gain'd ac- 
ceſs among the greateſt of thoſe Days ; ſo much did the 
Example of ſoeminent a Man ſway the Minds of thoſe 
who heard his Rhetorick, and were convinc'd of his 

| Learning. 


manded him to educate with Care; aſſuring him, that 


. 


7) 


Learning. Tt ſpread ſo far under the Reigns of 7uftin 


the Younger, and Tiberius the Second, when in the Year 


534 the Chriftian Religion was all disfigured ; and thoſe 
who ſtill retain'd its Purity, wept Tears of Blood to 
"waſh the Stains away. The Troubles which the Lom- 
bards had brought into Italy hindering the Popes from 
oppoſing this Error, with that warmth they would elſe 


have done; Autbaris King of Lombardy having beſiegdd 


Nome ſo cloſely, that no Succour could be brought, the 
Citizens were ready to periſh with Hunger ; the Pope on 
this, ſent to implore Aſſiſtance from Tiberius, who, touch'd 
with their Calamity, order'd a Veſſel of Corn to be 
tranſported into Rome, by the way of the Tiber. 
THIS Succour having re- animated the Romans, they 


took ſuch juſt and vigorous Meaſures for the Defence of | 


their City, that the King of the Lombards perceiving his 
Army much diminiſh'd, rais'd the Siege, juſt at the 
Time of the Pope's Death. Pelagius the Second being 
elected as ſoon as the Enemy was departed, ſent Car- 
dinal Diacres, who was afterwards call'd Gregory theGreat, 


to the Emperor Tiberius, to return Thanks for the Favour 


he had conferr'd on his Predeceſſor. This Legate was 


received at Conflanoinople with infinite Honours his great 


Merit being already known to all the Chriſtian World; 
but that which gain'd him the moſt Glory, was his Con- 
verſion of the learned Extychius, with whom he had-fre- 
quent Conferenees in the Preſence of the Emperor ; and 
by his Sweetneſs, his Knowledge, and his Eloquence, 
won him at length to renounce that Error he had main- 
tained to the prejudice of the Chri/tian Faith: He made 
a publick Abjuration of it, and continued to preach a- 


gainſt it more vigarouſly than ever he had done in its 
behalf, till the Time of his Death, which happened ſoon - 


after. Thus when human Wiſdom ſuffers us to fall into 


dangerous Abſurdities, how happy ought we to think 


ourſelves, if God permits us to find thoſe more enliven'd 
with true Knowledge to ſet us right? 

THIS Reflection is worthy of Thel/amont, ſaid Camil. 
la, and we cannot conclude this Day with a more juſt 
Moral. And you could not ſpeak more to the Purpoſe, 
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one to do ſo. 


Night not leſs delightful to them. 


— — 


[C) 


my dear Camilla, replied Urania, for it is time to retire. 


I proteſt, added Hortenſia, I perceived not that the Night 
was ſo far advanced; the pleaſure in which I have paſs'd 
theſe Hours, let it ſteal on me unperceived. For m 


part, ſaid Florinda. Iam of a humour to paſs the Nights 
and Days in an equal Manner, if the Body would ſuffer 

BUT as Repoſe is abſolutely neceſſary, anſwer'd 
Urania riſing from her Seat, however laudable your In- 
clination may be, it ſhall not be in this Houſe, you 
ſhall indulge it ; your Health is too dear to us, to con- 


ſent to it. At theſe Words, this amiable Society having 


baniſh'd all thoſe fruitleſs Ceremonies which are uſually 

raiſed in ſeparating, they all retired to their different 
Apartments, where Love, Friendſhip, perfect Tranquil- 
lity, and the Enjoyments of the paſt Day, made the 


THE 


THE 


| FouxrTzenTH Day, | 


IS this charming Company retired not 
dil very late, the Day was far advan- 
Pe IRE! ced, before they were in a condition to 

re. aſſemble. Urania was {the firſt that 


el 


8 IM roſe, and the moment ſhe was dreſs'd, 
pass d into the Apartment where the 


Ladies were making ready: I come to reproach you, 


ſaid ſhe, for having given ſo much Time to ſleep, and 


can look on that drowzy God, as no other than a Thief, 


ſince he robs me of thoſe Pleaſures in your Converſation, 


which he can never retaliate, tho' he may aim to do 
it in Dreams. This Gallantry of Urania's was an- 
ſwered with all that the moſt tender and delicate Friend- 
ſhip, accompany'd with fine Wit, could ſuggeſt. The 
Husbands of theſe deſerving Ladies coming to join them, 


took an extreme Satisfaction in hearing the juſt Praiſes 


they gave each other, with ſuch an Air of Sincerity, as 
eaſily made known, nothing was ſpoke that was not dic- 
dated by the Heart. | 5 1 
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OROPHANES was the firſt that interrupted this 
_ Converſation : One can never enough admire, ſaid he, 
what this Moment preſents us with : Five Women, young, 
beautiful, and endued with the moſt excellent Underſtand- 
ing, who truly love, are equally pleaſed, know how to 
render each other Juſtice ; and do it without the leaſt 
mixture of Jealouſy or Envy. This is, I ſay, continued 
he, ſmiling, a union too rare among your Sex, not to de- 
ſerve a particular Reflection. LY a | 
YOURS, replied Fhrinda, is too obliging to us, 
not to merit a proportionable Return : And, I think, 
we cannot make one more juſtly than to confeſs, that 
if we are what youdeſcribe, *tis becauſe we would wiſh 
to merit the Efteem of five Men, who have all the fine 
Qualities both of Mind and of Body, that can be wiſh- 
ed or hoped for in their Sex. In ſpeaking theſe Words, 
ſhe turned her Eyes on Era/mus, who regarded her that 
Moment with ſo paſſionate an Air, as made her bluſh 
extremely. 3 
Y OU ought not to bluſh, charming Florinda, ſaid 
Urania, for having betray'd a Secret none of us will be 
aſham'd to own. For my part, I think it the greateſt 
Glory to us, that not a partial Fondneſs, bat the Per- 


fections of thoſe to whom we are united, gave us to 


them. E | 
I am perſuaded, interrupted The/amont, that Orophanes 
believed not what he ſaid would have drawn on us a 
Compliment fo full of Charms for our Vanity. It has 
in it, I confeſs, the utmoſt Delicacy ; yet where there 
is ſo. much Love, as I dare Anſwer, is in the Hearts of 
all here, that Fondneſs, if you'll call it fo, expects 
ſomething to be given to itſelf, and not all to Admira- 
tion. 8 2 - . 
_. THO a little Share of Self-loye, added Felicia 
ſmiling, hinders me from owning that Orophanes is ab- 
ſolutely the Author of all the good Qualities I have, 
yet I do not oppoſe the Sentiment of Florinda and Ura- 
nia, and am willing to allow, that I improve the Merit I 
have by imitating his. Orophanes was about to make 
ſome reply to this Pleaſantry of his lovely ay _ 
| ami 
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Camilla prevented him, by ſaying, I have heard that 
Paſſion called Self- love, treated on in ſuch different 
Terms, that I never yet could be wur latisfied if it 


were a Virtue or a Vice. 

IT is, anſwer'd The/amort, like all other Emotions of 
the Soul, good with the good, and bad with the bad. 
That kind of Self-love, which inſpires us with a Deſire 
of excelling in commendable Qualifications, is a Virtue : 
And on the contrary, that Self-love, which renders us 
blind to our DefeQs, and clear. ſighted to thoſe of others, 
is a Vice. 


TO define this Paſſion, ſaid Eraſmus, i in all its Branch- 


es, we muſt examine both the Perfections and Frailties 
of human Nature; but fince we are fallen on this Sub- 
ject, I believe it will not be diſagreeable to the Com- 
pany, if I make them partakers of a Converſation I was 
witneſs of, a few Days before I left Paris, without the 
Actreſſes in that Scene, imagining they were over- heard 
by any body : It ſeemed of ſo fingular a nature, that 
I took it down in Short-hand in my Pocket-Book, from 
the Mouths of thoſe who diſcourſed, and wrote it over 
more legibly at my return home. 

ALL the Company appearing defirous to be enter- 


tain'd with it, he pull'd a Paper out of his Pocket, and 


preſented it to Urania, with theſe Words: As I was walk- 
ing one Morning, ſaid he, in the T; uilleries, with no 
other deſign than to indulge Thought in that agreeable 


Solitude, it not being the Hour in which the gay World | 


frequent that Place; I ſaw two Ladies at a diſtance, and 
perceiving them earneſt in diſcourſe, placed myſelf be- 
hind a Bench, to which I found they directed their 
Steps, and heard diſtinctly the Contents of that Paper, 
which I beg may be favoured with the Graces it will 
receive from the Voice of Urania, That Lady made no 


other anſwer to this Compliment, than a ” 3 and 


began to do as he deſired. 
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 SELF-LOVE. 


A 


DIALOGUE 


Between 
Nlviana and Areliſe. 
ARELISE h 
| = a happens it, my dear Silwiana, that you chuſe 


to walk in the Tuilleries this Morning? I never 
found you took any pleaſure in coming here, but when 


it was full of the great World of both Sexes ; the one to 
admire, and the other to envy your Perfection. | 


r 


THERE is a time for all Things, Areliſe; there is 
one in which we love Company, and another in which 
Solitude is moſt agreeable. It is in this laſt I find my 
ſelf this Morning, and that made me deſire you to be a 
partaker with me in it. EL 


ARELISE. 


— K 9 


[ $3 ] 
ARBLISE. 


THIS extraordingr Turn of Tem per, beſpeaks 
ſome new Emotion. T imagine there is ſomething in 
your Heart, which you are not well able to comprehend 


the Meaning of yourſelf, yet are afraid ſhould be diſ- 
covered by the World. 
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1 come not hither to diſguiſe any thing to you ; [ 


confeſs my ſelf diſturbed with the moſt uneaſy of all 


Paſſions Would you believe it, beautiful Areliſe ? 
I am jealous. | 


} 


ARELISE 


THO? Jealouſy be never ſo-much 8 of, by 
thoſe who feel it, and condemn'd by thoſe who do 
not; I cannot avoid being pleaſed to hear you are un- 
der its Power: becauſe when you own Jealouſy, you 
cannot deny but you are ſenfible of Love; and I have 
wiſhed for nothing more than to ſee 25 touch'd with i it 
for a worthy Object. 


SILVIANG „ 8 


i 


ALAS'! ! my dear Areliſe, your Wiſhes are not yet 
satisfied. It is true that 1 am jealous, but I am per- 
fectly free from any Impreſſion of Love; nor do I be- 

lieve I am of a Dit} Raten ever to feel it. 


AREALISE. 


I is It add you can have Jealouſy without 
Love? 


E 2 81 


841 
SILVIANG. 


NOTHING, in my Opinion, more eaſy to be ac- 
counted for. I am jealous of thoſe extraordinary Afli- 
duities Lifmond pays to Melia: I cannot endure he 
ſhould quit my Converſation to follow her; yet &pite 
of the uneaſineſs his Behaviour cauſes in me, I neither 


love him, nor never ſhall. 


ARELISE. 


I cannot recover my ſelf from the Aſtoniſhment you 
put me in. Till now I always thought, that to be 
diſquieted at a worthy Man's Attachment to another, 
was only the Conſequence of having too great a Ten- 
derneſs for one's ſelf. . 


SFLF IAN 4. 


THIS is a common Error, but a groſs one; and! 
can eaſily make it appear ſo. Self-love, my dear Friend, 
is ſufficient to excite Jealouſy, without the leaſt regard 
for the Perſon whoſe Paſſion for another gives us pain. 


4 R E L IS E. 


BUT, Silviana, if it were only Self love, you would 

be jealous of Melia, and not of Liſmond; for the 
Actions of a Perſon we love not, are altogether indiffe- 
rent to us. | | | 


CCC 


SILVIANA. 


ME jealous of Melia No! I am incapable of ſuch 
a Weakneſs. She is handiome, ſhe has Wit. I know, 
and I am ready to do her Juſtice ; but this Self. love, 
which forces me to be uneaſy, that Liſimond prefers her 
to me, makes me alſo believe that I am not leſs hand- 


ſome, nor leſs witty than ſhe. I do not, therefore, look 
| | on 


85 


on her as a Rival in Love, but in Merit; and I am only 


proyoked at the Partiality of Lifmond, in teſtifying Ad- 
miration for her, and but Reſpe& for me; when I am | 


very much deceiv'd indeed, if I do not. deſerve at leaſt 


to-be put on an Equality with her. 
4 0 


YET, dear Silwiana, this is nothing but prizing our 
ſelves too much, and others too little. An Emotion, 
which I have always conſider'd as a Vice, and ftrove to 
correct even in its moſt diſtant Approaches; but I never 
could have thought it would have gain'd a place among 
the Paſſions, and been capable of giving us Jealouſy 


and Inquietude for Objects indifferent to us. 


SILFI e 


AH charming Areliſe! how little room do you allow 
for a Sentiment, which I conceive is without Bounds. I 
confeſs that Self-love is a tenaciouſneſs of our own Me- 
rits, and that it makes us defire to be beloved above all 
others; yet were we wholly without it, we ſhould be 
languid, ſtupid Creatures. Tis that which regulates all 
eur Actions; by that we love, we hate, we give, we 
refuſe, we take revenge, or pardon, according to the 
Dictates of that ſupreme Ruler of the Mind; for be af. 
ſured, that whatever we think, or ſay, or do, Self. love 
is the directing Motive. 


4 RE LIS E. 


WHAT, becauſe I am attach'd to you by the moſt 
tender Ties of Friendſhip, is it only becauſe I love my 


ee 7  PPFEP) 


MOST certainly, for if you found not ſomething 
agreeable to yourſelf, in my Converſation, you would. 
E 3 | | ſhun 


[$6] 
yoa ; was your Behaviour rude, unpolite, or your Hu- 
mour unfincere, I could not be your Friend: No, no, 


in all Purſuits we aim only to gratify Self love — Men 
have even a greater Share of it than Women; ſor when 


prove, that it is not for an Object that is not pleafing 


— 
aro — 


ther, endeavouring to be approved by all the Sex in ge- 
neral, and to appear amiable at all Times, in all Places, 
and in all Companies. Bs 
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4 R EL IS E. 


BUT, by this Doctrine you deſtroy every noble Paſ- 
ſion of the Soul; Sympathy, and that ſecret Impulſe by 
which we ſee two Hearts united, is no more than a Chi- 
mera, Gratitude is entirely uſeleſs, Obligations but ima- 


| Intereſt, which merits not that Name. 


STE ITIND 


NO, 4reli/e, J do nothing of this you accuſe me 
of; on the contrary I maintain, that Self-love gives 
Birth to the moſt glorious Paſſions, cements Friendſhip, 
 and—makes us do the greateſt Actions: Two Perſons, 
who by a Conformity of Sentiment and Manners, find 
an Inclinaticn for each other, animated by Self love, 
mutually endeavour to render themſelves more amiable : 
This it is that brightens all the good Qualities we have 
received from Nature, or from Art ; this makes us burn 
with a defire of excelling : To this all the great Cap- 
tains owed their Conqueſts, and the Orators and Poets 
their Fame : Is it not Self-love which gives us a defire 
of emulating and ſurpaſſing:? And can it be gratified 
but by worthy Means, by the Attainment of Glory, 
in Wiſdom, Courage, Conſtancy, Fortitude, Grati- 
tude, Probity, in rendering every one what belongs to 


ſhun it. »Tis the ſame Thing with me in regard to 


they pretend the moſt diſintereſted Paſſion, can they 


to themſelves ; nay, ſo far are they ſometimes tranſpor- 
ted by Self-love, that they fly from one Beauty to ano- 


ginary, and all that we call Virtue, only a Principle of 
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him, and to the Divine Source of all Virtues, humble 
Thanks for his Mercy in inſtrutting us how to love our 


ſelves rightly ? 5 
4X EZ LIS E. 


I know very well that in ſuch Actions, as regard 
our Fame, or Religion, Self-love muſt be allowed a . 
part. But ſuppoſe I could do my Friend a ſignal Ser- 
vice, and that none but ourſelves were to be made ac- 
quainted with it; do I act in this man ner merely thro? 
Self- love? 


SILPIAN 4. 


 DOUBTLESS, For tho' it be a Secret to the 
whole World, it is not ſo te yourſelf ; and you feel an 
inward Pleaſure, mixed with a Pride for having had it 

in your Power to do ſo good an Action. And what elſe 
can you term theſe Emotions but Self-love ? 


ARELISE. 


ACCORDING to you then, the Perſon whom I 
ſerve, owes me no Obligation, ſince what I did was an 


Obligation to myſelf. 
SILVIAN A. 


THE pleaſure we have in beſtowing, hinders not 
that of the Receiver: Has not this Friend the ſame 
Self-love as we have ? And ought he not tobe grate- 
ful for the Satisfaction that Paſſion feels, through our 
means? Self. love is the very Oppoſite of Ingratitude, 
and compels us to acknowledge every thing that gives 
us pleaſure, 8 8 


Ks. AREL R. 
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ARELISE. 
' SINCE you are reſolved to take the part of Self- 
love, and maintain your Argument with ſuch an Infinity 
of Wit; permit me to ask you a few more Queſtions, 
and vouchſafe to anſwer them with your former Com- 
plaiſance. 1 can pardon you, young beautiful, and full 
of Vivacity as you are, to have a little Self-love ; but 


_ will it agree with a Perſon who is deformed and 
old ? | | 


SILVIANA. 


THOSE have the moſt occaſion for it. Self-love 
repairs the Wrongs we ſuſtain from Time or Nature; 
by making us doubly aſſiduous in attaining thoſe Qua- 
lities which we cannot be deprived of but by Death: 
Without the Aids of 'Youth and Beauty, we can be 
wiſe, knowing, generous, liberal, and affable, and feed 
— — in us, by attracting the Eſteem of the whole 

orld. | | 


#RBLISE 


BUT yet we ſee numbers of People who do nothing 
of this, yet I do not ſuppoſe they are exempt from 
Self-love. MA | 
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SILYVIAN 4. 


1 T muſt be conſeſs'd there are Perſons, who wear 


no more than the Form of Humanity ; and ſuch you r 
mean. Reaſon is the Parent of Self-love, and where I 
you find not the one, you vainly ſearch for the other. b 
„ 0 
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1 muſt believe then, that Self-loye is the Source of le 
all Virtue. 5 | 
; SILV IANA. 


1 
SILVIAN A. 


YOU ought to do ſo, my dear 4reli/e ; for I am 
certain you can find no one Argument againſt it. 


Rd 


RE 4-192. 


YES, I have heard that Reaſon is entirely blinded 
by this Paſſion, and by that alone we are kept from the 
true Knowledge of ourſelves and Frailties. 


SILVIAN AA. 


_ THOSE Deſects which ſpring merely from the 
Weakneſs of human Nature, Self-love forgives, becauſe 

they are unavoidable, but is never blind to Propenſities, 

which may in time become Vices. | | 


4 REILIS E. 


BUT how will this Self- love ſubmit to the Reproofs 
a Perſon of the beſt Conduct may at ſome times deſerve ? 
There are none who paſs their whole Lives without 
ſome unguarded Moments ; and I have obſerved, that 
Perſons too fond of themſelves, can ill endure that what 
they know is a Fault, ſhould be taken notice of by ano- 
ther. | ; | 


SILY IANA. 


TH AT Diſpoſition which is not ready to ſtand cor- 
reted for a real Error, is rather Pride than Self- love. 
I confeſs however, that there is ſomething difficult in 
this Diſtinction; but it is according to the Character 
of the Perſon who reproves us, and the Time, and 
Place when it is given, that Self- love yields, or rebels. 
If a Perſon in whom I put no Confidence, nor has the 
leaſt Authority over my Actions, pretends to reprehend 
me, it ſhocks my Principle of Self love; or if it be 

TSS: done- 
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done before Company, or at a Time when the Warmht 
of any Deſire or Expectation hurries my Spirits it will 


Friend, and I know proceeds from a Defire of perfect- 
ing me; Self. love obliges me to own it an Obligation, 
and only fills me with Shame, that I was not the firſt 
that perceived my own Defect. But I will give you an 
Example which happen'd very lately to me. You know 
Clemene ; ſhe has Wit, Beauty, and good-nature, but 
very often too eaſily provok'd to Anger; the leaſt Trifle 
is ſufficient to put her into a Fury, which ſhe was ac- 
cuſtom'd not to put a ſtop to, whatever Company ſhe 
was in: and ſo vehement was ſhe. in this Paſſion, that 
all her Features were diſtorted, and ſhe ſcarce to be 
known for the ſame Woman. | | 

AS I was pleaſed with her Converſation, I was ex- 


nicious; but as I was not free enough with her to re- 
mind her of this Error, I choſe rather to ſuffer her to 
continue in it, than by reproving run the hazard of lo- 


intimate, it happen'd one day when we yere alone toge- 
ther, the Diſcourfe turned on a Matter which might bear 


hers, and all her Reaſons ineffectual to change it, ſhe 


any thing beyond it. I prefently bethought me of a 
Stratagem to awake Self-love in her; and while ſhe 


before her, without ſpeaking a Word, She preſently 
| caſt her Eyes on it, and with an extreme Surprize, be- 
held the Condition ſhe had put herſelf into. 


Spots, and ſwell'd Veins ; thoſe fine Eyes depriv'd of all 
their Sweetneſs, and the whole Tutn of her Face the very 
reverſe of what ſhe had ever before beheld it, render'd 
her calm in a Moment ; and perceiving that her Beauty 
return'd as ſhe grew tranquiſ, ſhe was ſenſible of what 
had cauſed the Alteration ; and taking the Looking- 


Glafs out of my Hand, ſhe ſet it down, and embraced 
: me 


have the ſame. But if the Correction is given by a 


treamly troubled at her giving way to Emotions ſo per- 


ſing her Eſteem. But our Acquaintance growing more 


Diſpute ; and my Opinion of it being entirely oppoſite to 
fell into ſo violent a Rage, that T think I never beheld 


was all in a Flame, fetch'd a Looking-Glaſs, and held it 


| TO ſee that delicate Complexion enflam'd, full of red 
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me with a Smile, faying to me at the ſame time, 1 
have reaped the Benefit of your Leſſon; forgive, and 
I beg you continue to me your Friendſhip. 

SINCE that Day ſhe has ſo well correQed her Paſ- 
ſions, that I believe there cannot be a more mild and rea- 
ſonable Woman found. SP "1 

Y OU ſee, therefore, my dear Areliſe, how neceſſa- 
ry that Deſire of pleaſing, which is called Self- love, is 
not only to make us know our Faults, but alſo to endea- 
your at amendment of them. 


e. 


YOU have ſeduced me by the fineneſs of your 
Wit; and I confeſs myſelf half perſuaded in favour of 
this Self-love : but what muſt be the Conſequence 
of yours, if Lifmond ſhould always prefer Meliqſa to 
you? | n 


SIIYIAVA. 


IHE ſame Self love, or Self. juſtice, which has ren- 
der'd me ſenſible of this Preference, will ſerve to con- 
ſole me, and I ſhall bring myſelf to think him unwor- 
thy the pains I have been at to work a change in him, 
URANIA having given over reading, every one ad- 
mired the little Work, and thank'd Zra/mus.for having 
procured them this Pleaſure. I aſſure you, ſaid Urania, 
I find a great deal of Wit and Delicacy in the Senti- 
ments of Silwiana; and tho? I think ſhe has carried the 
Merits of Self-love a little too far, yet ſhe has done it 
with ſo much Art, that I cannot help forgiving it for 
the Sake of the Novelty. I know not, anſwer'd Florin- 
da, if it be thro* Self-love, or any ether Motive, that 
I find myſelf a little piqued at the Myſtery of this En- 
counter of Eraſmus with theſe Ladies; but I confeſs I 
— ſenſible of it more, than perhaps is prudence to in- 


I fear 
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I fear, replied Era/mus, in the moſt tender Accent, 
more than in juſtice to yourſelf, you ought to indulge ; 
but be aſſured, continued he, my ever dear Florinda, 
that I had not the leaft Intereſt in the Perſons that 
ſpoke ; nor when I perceived them riſing, had Gallan- 
try enough to appear, and entertain them on the Sub- 
jea they had been debating, nor Curioſity enough to 
follow them. NE „ 
ERASMUS, added Hupbonſo, is an Example of the 


moſt perfect Fidelity ; and you would be entirely eaſed 


of theſe Apprehenſions, beautiful Florinda, if 'you had 
ſeen him, as I have done, in the many Journeys we 
have made together, he is not only. inſenſible of all 


Charms but yours, but takes a kind of Pride in ſhew- 
ing, that he will not give any of your Sex leave to ima- 
gine they take Place of you even in Thought. 


OWN then, ſaid Felicia, my dear Fhrinds, that 
your Self-love is agreeably flatter d by this Teſtimony, 


Nay, I will own more, anſwer'd ſhe, that I begin to 
feel the force of Silwiana's Reaſons ; fince Self-loye has 


in a moment driven from my Breaſt all thoſe little 
Storms Jealouſy was beginning to raiſe in it : But in 
ſpite of this Weakneſs, continued ſhe, which I am not 
always Miſtreſs of, I ſhould be glad to know a Perſon 


of ſuch delicate Sentiments as Silviana. It will not be 
difficult to ſatisfy you, replied Hortenſia; ſhe is an inti- 


mate Friend of Celemene's, and I am perſuaded would 
think herſelf happy in the Title of your>. You ſay 


nothing of Areliſe, interrupted Camilla; and I imagine 
by her Diſcourſe, ſhe is not altogether unworthy of be- 


ing thought on. 4 S125E% | 
IIS a proof of your Diſcernment, lovely Camilla, 


ſaid Melantus: Areliſe has a great Share of Wit, and is 


alſo very ſolid; Sikviana and ſhe have been Friends 
from their Infancy ; and tho' they ſometimes think dif- 


ferently, they maintain their Arguments with fo much 


gentleneſs, that the one has never ary reaſon to be diſ- 
leaſed with the other. I am charmed, interrupted 
Uraxie, with the Ideas I have of them, and will not 
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ſaffer Celemena to deny me the Pleaſure I propoſe in ad- 
ding two ſuch agreeable Perſons to our Society. 


2 Book; and after a ſtrict ſilence for ſome time, I can- 
not forbear, ſaid Forinda, interrupting your Entertain- 
ments, to make you partake of mine: I am fallen on 


than an imperfect Picture of him. Z/us Adrianus, con- 


beautiful Qualities made more impreſſion, than on the 


knew very well the Value of ſuch a Man as Adrian ; 
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URANIA had ſcarce ſpoke, when a Servant told 
them Dinner waited ; on which they went to Table; 
and that little Jealouſy Florinda had expreſs'd, gave 
occaſion to an agreeable Raillery on that Subject; which 
that beautiful Lady anſwer'd with ſo much Wit and 
Good-humour, that it furniſh'd every body with new 
Matter to praiſe her, and the faithful and tender Eraſ- 
mus, to admire the Wit and Vivacity of his lovely Wife, 
as alſo to rejoice in ſecret for this freſh proof of her 
Affection. | SIE 

T IIS Converſation ended with the Dinner; after 
which they adjourn'd to the Cabinet of Books, where, 
following the Law they had impoſed, as well for their 
mutual Inſtruction, as Amuſement, every one took up 


an Abridgment of the Life of the Emperor Aarian, and 
I cannot defend my Heart from feeling the higheſt 
Admiration of this great Prince. e 

IT is true, reply d The/amont, and it is much to be 
wiſh'd, tho“ not hoped for, that all Men, eſpecially 
Monarchs, were like him ; but you have there no more 


tinued he, perceiving the whole Company had quitted 
their other Amuſements to liſten to him, was indeed 
the moſt perfect Priace Hiſtory gives us an example of. 
He was no loſs conſpicuous for his Juſtice, Liberality, 
Temperance, Affability, and the Encouragement he 
gave to all Arts and Sciences at home, than for his 
great Victories under the Emperor Trajan. whoſe ten- 
dereſt Affections he acquired, as well as the Love and 
Ad miration of the whole Empire. 

BUT there were none, on whom theſe noble and 


Empreſs Plotina, the Wife of Trajan. This Princeſs, 
who was Miſtreſs of a ſuperior and proſound Genius, 


and 
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and as the. Emperor was without Children, thought ſhe 
could not make his Subjects a more agreeable Preſent, 
than ſuch a one to govern them after the Death of Tra- 
jan. Purſuant to this Deſign, the cultivated the Eſteem 


her Husband had for him in ſuch a manner, that he a- 


dopted him : and fo greatly had the good Qualities of 
Adrian endear'd him to the People of all Ranks, that 
the Decree of the Emperor was attended with univerſal 


- Rejoicings: Nor was the Acceſſion of any Monarch 
to the Crown, ever attended with more fincere Bleſſings 


of his Subjects, than was that of Adrian, when, on 
the deceaſe of Trajan, he took on him the Imperial | 


Sway. 


BUT among all his great Qualities, none were more 
deſervedly applauded, than his Gratitude to Patina. 
This illaſtrious Emprefs had nothing left to wiſh, much 
more than ſhe cou'd have demanded being granted be- 


fore ſhe had time to ask it. So great was his Encou- 


ragement of Learning, that he ſet a- part two Hours 
every Day for the Diſcourſing with Men of Letters; 
who not only obtain'd from him every thing they cou'd 
reaſonably deſite for themſelves, but had the liberty 
alſo of introducing Perſons of Wit, who, cou'd not 
therwiſe have been known to him, but were certain then 
of being made Partakers of his Bounty: and tho' he 
was Charitable to all who ſtood in need of his Aſſiſtance, 
yet his Liberality was much more extended to Men of a 
fine Genius ; and in his Reign, Poverty was incompati- 
ble with Merit , eſpecially thoſe who poſſeſs d it in a po- 
etical Senſe. He was frequently heard to ſay, that he 
accounted himſelf infinitely more rich in having wiſe 
Subjects, than in all the Treaſures of his Empire; and 
as the Example of the Prince is the Guide of the Peeple, 
there never were greater Hiſtorians in any Age than 
that in which he liv'd; of which the Writings of 
Suetonius, who was his Secretary, Plutarch, who was 


one of thoſe he call'd his Intimates, Pauſanias, and Tre- 
gut Pompeius, are ſufficient Teſtimonies. 


WHENEVER 
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WHENEVER he went to War, he always march- 
ed on foot at the Head of his Troops, thereby to en- 
courage the Infantry, and to enable them by his Exam- 
ple to ſuſtain'their Fatigue without repining. But what 
render d him worthy the Name of the Common Fa- 
ther of his People, was, his Eaſineſs of Acceſs, and 
Afﬀability ; the pooreſt of his Subjects, if injur'd, had 
liberty to make their Complaint to him, nor did he ever 
forget or diſdain to do them right. As he was paſ- 
ſing towards Niſnes, a Country-Woman, who had been 
abuſed by one of the Soldiers in the Roman Army, 
threw herfelf on her Knees before him, and demanded 
Juſtice; but being then on a haſty March, he told her 
that he had not at that time leaſure : Be then no more 
an Emperor, ſaid ſhe. On which, Adrian, inſtead of - 
being angry at her Boldneſs, reply'd, She did well to 
remind him of the Duties of his Place, and command- 
ed her to relate her Grievance ; which when ſhe had, 
and he found the Equity of her Cauſe, he fail'd not to 
accord to what ſhe demanded. OE 

THUS Great, thus Good, thus Belov'd did he live; 
but no human happineſs is without allay, he found 
a very bitter one, in the loſs of the Empreſs, who fol- 
lowing him in all his Wars, was taken fick, and died 
at the City of Miſnes, which was then called the Se- 
cond Rome, being the largeſt, the moſt beautiful, and 
moſt magnificent of the whole Empire: ſeveral Empe. 
rors having embelliſn'd it with lofty Temples, a fine 
Amphitheatre, Triamphal Arches, and an Aqueduct, 
which carried the ſacred Water from Uzes to Ni/mes, in 
ſpite of the Obſtacle which Nature had put by the Ri- 
ver Gardon, which is a rapid Torrent paſſing between 
two high Mountains. Over this River the Romans erect- 
ed that famous Bridge call'd Gard, which, by three 
Bridges built one over the other, came even with the 
Tops of the Mountains, over which paſs'd the ſacred 
Waters; till in'the decay of the Roman Empire, the 
Goths, thoſe mortal Enemies of their Grandeur, with a 
malicious Pride, deftroy'd this Maſter- piece of Art. 


IN 


- 
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IN this fine City it was, that Death depriv'd Adrian 


of the Empreſs Plotina; and the Grief he conceiv'd 


for her was ſo violent, that it made thoſe about him 
tremble for his Life. | | 

HER Funeral Obſequies were accompany'd with the 
utmoſt Pomp of Woe ; and according to the Cuſtom. of 


thoſe Times her Body was burnt : From the Mouth of 


the Pile, in the midſt of the aſcending Flames, ſprang 
forth a Peacock, who, touring for a Moment, was loſt 


in Clouds of Smoke : This Bird, which is conſecrated 
to Juno being the Enſign of the Empreſſes, as the Ea- 


_ gle, the Bird of owe, is of the Emperor's. The. Aſhes 
of this Princeſs were them enſhrin'd in a magnificent 
Temple, which Adrian cauſed to be erected; and where 
the People paid divine Honours to her. 

THIS Temple is ſtill admired by all the World; it 
is ſupported by ſix. and-· thirty Marble Columns of the 
Corinthian Order ; the Baſes of which, the Chapiters, 
and Corniſhes, are moſt excellent Workmanſhip, as is 


the whole Carving of the Roof. The Frontiſpiece of 


this fine Building has ſome reſemblance of the Louvre, 


which the greateſt Maſters eſteem admirably well mo- 


dell'd. The Monument of Plotina has been repair'd in 


our Time, by the Care of Monſ. de Lamoignan de Bawille, 


Intendant of Janguedoc, as has alſo been the Bridge du 


Gard; and Lewis XFV gave the Temple to the Reverend 


Fathers Minimes, who have made it their Church. 


IN fine, this great Prince, having reigned the Space | 


of twenty Years, fell into a long and dangerous Diſeaſe, 
the Pains of which made him often wiſh for Death; 
but he found by experience, that it is not always in our 


power to die. As he grew nearer it, and in his laſt 


Moments, be had often in his mouth this Proverb, which 
is common among the Greeks, the Number of Phyſicians 

have kill d the King. | I 
HE had adopted Marcus Antonius, ſurnamed the 
Pious, born at Niſmes, and was eſteemed a ſecond Numa: 
He made a ſumptuous Funeral for Adrian, after which 
his Aſhes were conveyed to a Tomb near the Tiber, 
built all of thick Marble, and is call'd to this _- 
| e 


=, 
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Mole of Adrian. It is very remarkable, that none of 
thoſe Monuments which the Romans conſecrated to their 
Glory, remain ſo perfect as thoſe which bear the name 
of - drian ; they ſeem to be under an inviſible Protecti- 
on, and are preſery'd in ſpite of Time, and the Fury of 
the Barbarians, = = „ 
T HIsð is moſt certain, ſaid Eraſmus, perceiving The- 
lamont had given over ſpeaking, and is a Reflection which 
Alphonſo and my ſelf have often made in the courſe of 
our Travels. , | 
INDEED, reply'd Camilla, J am not ſurpriz'd at 
the Admiration with which Adrian inſpir'd Florinda; 
what Thelamont has juſt now recounted, makes me look 
on him as the moſt perfect Prince in the world. The 
Empreſs Plautina alſo, added Felicia, methinks merits 
ſome Eſteem from Poſterity; a Friendſhip ſo noble as 
hers for the Emperor, is worthy of the vtmoſt En- 
comiums. Suetonius, anſwer d Urania, has done her 
juſtice, as well as to Adrian ; and I believe as long 
as Books exiſt, their Names will be eternized in his 
Hiſtory. | | | | 
I perceive, ſaid Hortenſia, that the Surname of Pious, 
which was given to Antonius, was not improperly ap- 
ply'd ; nothing, in my opinion, being a greater Mark 


*. 


of Piety, than thoſe Duties we pay the Dead: Me- 


thinks we can never. do too much honour to the Aſhes 
of thoſe who, living, merited our Love ; and of what 
. Religion ſoever they were, one cannot but have an ex- 
treme Veneration for the places in which they are de- 
poſited. | i 
MONUMENTAL Edifices, added Orophancs, 
have been reſpected in all Ages, and even among the 
moſt barbarous Nations. Arrianus writes in his ſecond 
Book that Alexander the Great having found the Tomb 
of Cyrus open, and Dirt thrown into it, was ſo enrag d, 
that he ſwore he wou'd make a terrible Example of the 
Offender, if by any means he could diſcover him. 
And Diodorus aſſures us, that Polymachus being found 
culpable, this Monarch puniſh'd him by a moſt igno- 
minious and painful Death; and after many Sacrifices, to 
| appeaſe 


LI - 3 
appeaſe the Manes of Cyrus, he built him a new Tomb, 
employing in that work the moſt able Artificers of that 
time, and adorning it in a very ſumptuous manner: 
He caus'd alſo his Epitaph, written in the Perfian Lan- 
guage, to be tranſlated into Greek, and engray'd on the 
Marklle, * | Gs 

I T is ſurpriſing, reply'd Melantus, that fo great a 
Conqueror as Cyrus ſhou'd have ſo fimple, tho' true, 
an Epitaph : but the Modeſty which appears in it, 
makes me imagine it wrote by himſelf, and is an ex- 
cellent Leſſon for all Men. Moſt Authors render it in 
theſe Terms. ; bs OR: 

„% WHOSOEVER thou ant, O Man ! or 
«© whenceſoever thou comeſt, to this thou muſt at laſt 
arrive: I am he that conquer'd the Perſian Empire; 
and I pray thee not to envy me this little Portion of 
«© Earth which covers my poor Body.” 

ONE cannot indeed, ſaid Alphonſo, find any Epi- 
taph more ſuccin, nor, at the ſame time, more uſe- 
ful to debaſe the Pride of Mortals : and I think Alix- 
ander was greatly to be praiſed in the revival of it, as 
well as the great Care he always took concerning the 
Funerals of his meaneſt Soldiers, which he commanded 
ſhould be perform'd with the ſame exactneſs as thoſe of 
—— Superiours, and never pardoned any neglect on that 
core. E | | | 
AFTER Clowis, the firſt King of France, reply'd | 
- Urania, had been victorious, in that famous Battle | 
fought near Poitiers, over Alarick, King of the Viſi- 
goths, he order'd all the dead ſhould be interr'd in one 
Church-Yard ; which is to be ſeen to this day, and is 


called the Church-Yard of Cynant, on the River of Vien- t 
ze, five Leagues from Poictiers; and that a due Venera- t 
tion ſhould be always obſerv'd to it, had it encompaſs'd n 
with a high Wall. But, continued ſhe, if we have 1 
found the Emperor Adrian worthy of a glorious Memo- it 


ry, and if Marcus Antonius paſs d for another Numa, fr 

may we not put the Emperor Tiberius in the rank of ſp 
the moſt wicked Prince,; and ought we not to con- 

feſs, that if he had died in the beginning of his _ H 
| | * * 


— 


he had deceived the World with a falſe Belief of his 
Virtues? There is no doubt of what you ſay, beautiful 
Urania, reply'd Florinda ; there never was a greater 
Diſſembler than this Emperor: if he ever made uſe 
of Virtue, it was to mask his Vices; and by that 
he deceived the Senate, the People, and even the Em- 
preſs, Livia, his Mother. During the Life of the 
valiant Germanicus, Fear made him appear affable, and 
modeſt ; if he met a Senator in the ſtreet, he wou'd 
go on one ſide, to leave him the way free: In all pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, he was tractable and complying; and 
among the Poor ſo charitable, that he never went out of 
doors without a great Number after him, invoking the 
Bleſſings of the Gods on their Benefactor. | | 
WHEN any Perſon of Conſideration died, this Prince 
diſdain'd not to aſſiſt at the Funeral Ceremonies, and ac- 


company*d the Proceſſion to the Grave, weeping like a 


| Perſon the moſt near of kin. | | 

WHEN his Courtiers, and the Governours of Pro- 
vinces perſuaded him to increaſe the Taxes, he made 'em 
this wiſe Anſwer ; „That a good Shepherd ought ta 
be tender of the Wooll of his Flock, and not to tear 
© it off.” The Senate were ſo much charm'd with theſe 
pretended Virtues, that they offer'd to give him the Ti- 
tleof a God, to build Temples to him and pay him 
divine Honours ; but he would not ſuffer it, nor even 
that they ſhould erect any Statues of him either in Rome, 


or any of the Provinces of the Empire, ſaying modeſtly, 
That great Honours made Men too often forget them- 


„ felyes.” 


A frightful Trembling of the Earth having ruin'd 


twelve Cities in 4/a, he ſent Commiſſioners to examine 


their Loſſes, and to diſtribute out of his Treaſury as 


much Silver to the Poor, as wou'd rebuild their Houſes. 


The Gity of Epheſus having ſuffer'd the moſt, he rebuilt 
It all at his own Expence, and releaſed the Inhabitants 
from paying the greateſt part of their Tribute for the 
ſpace of five Years. 


TH E Fire of Heaven having alſo conſumed many 


Houſes on the Mounts Aventine and Cælian, he disburſed 
| | | BE Money 
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| Money for the re-edifying them; and in this manner | 


made all Calamities turn to his Glory. He appeas'd 
the Troubles in Germany, and reveng'd the Death of 


Duintilius Varrus, and the loſs of his Army, by the 


Valour of Germanicus. Having underſtood that the 
King of Cappadocia had enter'd into ſecret Meaſures to 
-trouble the Repoſe of the Empire, he had the Artifice 
to draw him into Rome, promiſing to redreſs ſome 
Grievance he had to complain of; but as ſoon as he 
had him in his power, committed him to cloſe Pri- 
ſon, reduced his Kingdom into a Province, and ſent a 
Pretor to govern it. 5 N 
HEROD, ſurnamed Agrippa, Grandſon of Herod 
of {/calon, being come to Rome to accuſe Herod Antipas, 
was arreſted, and put into priſon, becauſe he had made 
publick Prayers that he might one day fee Caius, Son 
of Germanicus, on the Imperial Throne, who by his 
Vices, was become odious to the Roman People. In 
fine, it is impoſſible to carry the Diſſimulation of Pie- 
ty, Virtue, and Humility to a greater height ; and as 
Urania has remark'd, if he had died in that time, 
the whole world had paid immortal Honours to his 
Name. | | 1 8 
BUT, fatigu'd with the long Conſtraint he had put 
on himſelf, and Death, not according to his wiſh, rid- 
ding him of the much-feared Germanicus, he at laſt 
reſolyed to drive him from the World; which he at 
length accompliſh'd by Poiſon. The Empreſs. Livia 


alſo who was a Curb to his Temper, having paid the 


Debt of Nature, be began to diſcover himſelf apace, 


all his good Qualities diſappear'd, and Vice unaveil'd 
ſhew'd itſelf in blackeſt Colours: his long-ſtary'd Cru- 
elty now glutted it rapacieus Appetite, and not a day 


Paſs*'d without ſome bloody Sacrifice. Druſus, his own 
Son and the Delight and Hope of the Romans, was 
poiſon'd by him, on a bare ſuſpicion that he wiſh'd to 
be Emperor. Another Draſus too, and Nero, Sons of 
| Germanicus, were the Victims of his jealous Doubts and 

Rage. The Patrician Families, and all the principal of 


the Plebeaus, trembled at the name of Tiberius; and ” 


* * 


D 101 ] T 
who lately they wou'd have ador'd as a God, they now 


feared as a Devil. The moſt diftant Provinces were not 
exempt from his Tyranny, he cauſed Terror every where, 


and at laſt became a Terror to himſelf, which oblig'd | 
him to retire into the Iſland of Caprea. 


THE exceflive looſe he gave to his Paſſions, and 
the continual Apprehenſions he was in, from the Cru- 
elties he had. been guilty of, made him commit fill 
more: the leaſt Suſpicion, or lad Dream, was ſuffici- 
ent to make him doom whole Families to death, with- 
out diſtinction of Age, Sex, or Services. Sejanus, Chief 
of the Pretorian Guard, and the Creature of bis Pleaſure, 
having been raiſed by him from the loweſt Obicurity to 
the higheſt Offices of Power and Truſt, was all on a ſud 
den feiz'd, condemn'd and executed, and all his Race 
exterminated. 

T H E Debauches he fell into at Caprea, render'd 
him wholly neglectful of his Affairs: which his Neigh- 
bours taking their advantage of, the Parthians fell on 
Armenia, the Dacians on Mifia, the Samnites on Panno- 
nia, and the Germans on Gaul, Theſe People ſpread 
Deſolation thro' the ſeveral Quarters, pillaging, ravag- 


ing, and burning all the Frontiers of the Empare. 


AT this Tiberius, rouz'd from his Lethargy, and 


aſſembling his Troops on all fides, reſolv'd to ſhew 


he was not become Coward as well as Tyrant; but 
Death took him from the proof, and he died in the 
= of Miſene in the three- and-twentieth. Year ,of his 
eng. 
Trike to hear it, ſaid Camilla, for I was afraid 
Flrinda wou'd never have kill'd that terrible Prince. Is 
it poſſible, continu'd ſhe, that after having practiſed ſo 
many Virtues, he ſhou'd not become charm'd with em? 
Or ſhou'd not conceive a Horror at himſelf i in changing 
from them ? : 
AS they were only worn as a Diſguiſe, reply'd Oro- 


phanes, and the Love of Vice the premier Paſſion in 


his Soul, it is no wonder he ſhould continue true to it. 
But let us quit Tiberius, interrupted Florinda ; theſe 
a Qu ities leave only uufleaing Ideas on - 

in 


> * FT 
- | 20s } 
Mind: and for the diſſipating them, my Counſel is to 
take a'walk in the Garden, where the Coolneſs of the 
Afternoon tempts us to partake the Pleaſures it affords: 
and we may there perhaps recal to memory ſome Prin- 
ces, whoſe Virtues may eraſe the thought of him I have 
been ſpeaking of. 8 EN 
FH AT will not be very difficult, faid Thelamont ; 
T can quote you innumerable Examples: you have no 
more to do than to chuſe which 1Hhatl relate. We 
thall-certainly accept of all, replied Hortenſta, that we 
may have the pleaſure of hearing you the longer. This 
Gallantry was not without a ſuitable anfwer ; but Ura- 
nia riſing, this illuſtrious Company followed her into the 
Garden, where they had not continued long, before they 
were ſaluted with:the welcome Prefence of Julla, and 
Arſames, When the ordinary Civilities of the firſt meet: 
ing were paid, You ſee, my dear Urania, ſaid that amia- 
ble Lady, how impoſſible it is to live without you: Had 
you ſeen what melancholy Hours we paſt yeſterday, in 
the midſt of the great World, you would confeſs, in ſpite - 
of your natural Modeſty, that there is no» Happineſs for 
us but where you are. | e | 
FT HIS obliging Compliment, replied Urania, makes 
me only wiſh 1 had thoſe Pleaſures to entertain you 
with, which might be worthy of it. The moſt deli- 
cate one, added Arſames, and which alone our Souls 
can be truly ſenfible of, is to be admitted Members of 
this agreeable Society, as we have already been. After 
ſome Diſcourſe of this nature, they all went up to the 
Terras, where having ſeated themſelves, the Conver- 
fation renewed on the ſame Subject they had been 
ſpeaking on in the Study; in which, we cannot, ſaid 
L:fames, altogether blame Tiberius for the Death of 
Sejanus, it was rather an Act of Juſtice than Cruelty, 
fince it is certain he had conſpired, and that the Se- 
— found him worthy' of Death before they condemn d 
s. e „ 
BUT, replied Camilla, what appears blameable to 
us in this Severity of Tiberius, is, that it was inflicted on 
a Man he had once lov d with ſo much Affection. 
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W E have many Inftances in Hiſtory, faid Julla, of 
the beſt Princes who treated with the utmoſt rigour 
an offending Favourite. Torila, King of the Garhs, had 
all the Qualities neceffary to compleat a great Mo- 
narch ; he was wiſe, valiant, humane, and generous. 
This Prince having beſieged the City of Naples, and af- 
ter a thouſand great Actions, compelled it to ſurrender : 
in the mean time, he ſent a conſiderable Body of his 
Troops to attack a' Fortreſs called Stella, belonging to a 


Calabrian Lord of that Name. He gave the Command 


of this Detachment to Rannuce his Favourite, being 
willing he ſhould have the Glory of this Expedition, 
Rannuce was brave, faithful, full of Vivacity, and one 
of the beſt-made Men of his time. Torila. who knew 


his worth, placed the utmoſt Confidence in him, and 


honour'd him with the higheſt Marks of his Friend- 
ſhip, both in publick and private; nor did theſe Fa- 
yours draw on him that Envy which Favourites ordina- 
rily incur : Rannace had the Art to make himſelf be- 
loved by the Court, the Army and the People, and 
every one, rather ſought to encreaſe the Merit of his 
Services, than detract from them, Nor did he diſap- 
point the Expectations of the King his Maſter, in what- 
ever he employ'd him in: He had gain'd many Victo- 
ries, and this of Stella but confirmed the good Opinion 


duct. In a word, he preſfs'd this Fortreſs with ſo much 
Vigour, that Stella was obliged to open the Gates to him 
and agree to pay a large Tribute to the King of the 
Goths, The News being brought to Torila, he felt leſs 
pleaſure for his own Glory, than that his much-loy'd 
Rannuce had acquired : But while the whole Camp was 
full of Rejoycings for this Succeſs, the Conqueror, who 
was yet at Stella, received a Check to his Triumph; 
in the Daughter of the Ca/abrian Lord, he found a 


Victor greater than himſelf, and became more enſlaved 


by her Charms, than her Father was by his Power, At 
firſt, however, he felt not the Weight of his Chains; be- 
ing of eminent Birth, more ennobled by the Favour of 
his King, rich, beloved, covered with _—_— _ 

. aſter 


the whole World before had of his Courage and Con- 


n 


— 
e . 


4 4 - * 2 8 gd 2 2 Nn * - - —— v3 wy N . n my” 
CC LO ore es Wong Foe agen IT 7... NA: d A IIB. Conn ̃ èᷣͤ I aLiA 


T2 
47 
> x 
KF 
£ 1 
De. 
T6 
* 
Po 
9 
44 
3 
7 . 
K. 
KY 
8 
TD be 
. 
WH 
x 
=> 
£4 
1 
» * 
. 
* 4 
141 
"<3 & 
pL; + 
J* 
3.9 
«3 
"WET 
AP 
ON 
Wit 
a 
"bs 
1 7 
be | * 
$ 
" 
+ 1x 
5 » „ 
* * 
** 
4 
. 
„ 7 = 
* 1 
3 
. x. 
"Py 
T'% 
V 
* 
ws OY © 
4.24 
F þ 
11 
5 48J 
7 
1 
pil 
vn 
. =” 
54 
©; 
* * 
FL 
"of & 
LS 
oF 
of 
2+ 
7 


on 


CR 


LR N 
Maſter of all thoſe inſinuating Graces which attract 
female Heart, he diſpaired not, in the leaſt, of making 
an Impreſſion on hers. In this Confidence he declared 
his Paſſion, but ſoon found, that without that Sympathy 


which unites two Souls, Merit but vainly pleads. This 
young Charmer was as haughty as ſhe was beautiful, 
and not all his Reputation, nor perſonal Perfections be- 
ing able to make her look on him otherwiſe than as the 
Foe of her Country, ſhe treated him in a manner which 
humbled his moſt aſpiring Hopes. | 
A while he bore her Scorn, and endeavoured by the 
moſt ſubmiſſive Behaviour to inſpire her with Senti- 
ments more in his favour, but perceiving that the more 
he appear'd devoted to her Will, the more ſhe diſdained 
his Suit; conſcious Worth, and a long Series of Succeſs 
in whatever he undertook, whiſper'd him in the Ear 
that he had too much debaſed himſelf in meanly ſuing 
for what he might command; and Reſpect decreaſing 
as Deſire grew ſtronger, he removed her from the 
Apartment of her Mother, to one where he might have 
greater Freedom to proſecute his Intent: yet even 
there, omitted nothing of ſoft and tender to moye her 
Soul. But this Action augmenting her hate and her 
diſdain, he forgot all that he owed to the Perſon he 
Joved, and even to himſelf, and wholly abandoned to 
his Flame, ſeized that by Force, which was denied to 
Solicitation, _ | | 5 
TH E Griefs and Rage of this vioiated Maid, were 
too violent to ſuffer what he had done to remain a Se- 
cret, the King was ſoon informed of it, and immediate- 
ly after beheld the Mother of the ruined Beauty at his 
Feet, imploring Juſtice on the Raviſher, in all the mo- 
ving Rhetorick of her Wrongs and Woe. This Mo- 
narch, who had Virtue for the Guide of all his Ac- 
tions, was incenſed againſt Rannuce, to the higheſt de- 
ree ; and his Juſtice getting the better of the Love 
be bore him, cauſed him to be arreſted, and brought 
into his Preſence, where after having interrogated him 


himſelf, and finding the Accuſation but toe true, he 
| | ons | con- 


1 


condemned him to Death, with this memorable Saying ; 


That an Empire could not be ſupported without a ſtrict 
obſervation of the Laws, and infliting the Penalty of 
them on every Offender, of what degree ſoever he 
was. The Generals of his Army, the Courtiers, and 
even the Ladies fell at his Feet, entreating Pardon for 


this firſt Crime of the till now moſt worthy Raunuce; 


but he was inflexible to all their Prayers and Tears, 
and even to the Dictates of his own Heart, which 
pleaded ſtrongly in favour of this Fayourite, and order'd 
his Head to be ſtruck off; which Sentence was accord- 
ingly executed. 5 „„ 

HIS is a proof, ſaid Alphonſo, when Julia had 


done ſpeaking, that with whatever Friendſhip a Sub- 


ject is honoured by his Prince, it ought not to protect 
him from the Puniſhment his Crime demands. Juſtice, 
added Thelamont, is the firſt Quality of a Monarch, 
and all things ſhould ſubmit to- that, becauſe nothing 
is more eſſential to his own Glory and the Welfare of 


his People. It is ſo rare, replied Orophanes, to find 


a Favourite, who being long fo, continues to deſerve 


- 


that Name, that one can never too much admire the 


Man, who neither puffed by Ambition, nor inſtigated 
by Awarice, injures not his Maſter, or the Common- 
wealth. And when either of theſe Vices prevail in the 
unworthy Stateſman, ſaid Felicia, how difficult is it 
for the Prince to be made ſenſible of them ; the great 
diſtance between the Throne, and moſt of the Subjects, 
often deprives thoſe who could make ſuch Diſcoveries 
of the power. Beſides, a Favourite who knows him- 
ſelf guilty, takes care to engroſs the Royal Ear, and 


ſuffers none to approach, but who have taken their 


FOR which reaſon all wiſe Princes, replied The/a 
nont, are eaſy of acceſs, and ready to liſten to the 
Complaints of the meaneſt of their Subjects, for what 
avails the poor Petitioner's Addreſs, tho' deliver'd to 
Majeſty itſelf, when Kings think themlelves too great 
to conſider ſuch things, and refer it to, perhaps, the 
very Man againſt whom the Charge is brought. 
Vote 21h © - 5 FEW 


Leſſon from his Lips. 
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FEW indeed, ſaid Camilla, like the Emperor 4. 
drian, vouchſafe to liſten to the Injuries of a Peaſant, 
yet does that Condeſcenſion render him more noble in 
my Eyes, than all the Conqueſt of his Arms. | 
*T1S eaſy, reſumed Thelamont, for Princes to be 
deceived by thoſe they put confidence in: Totila be- 
| lieved not that a Man qualified like Raznuce, could 
have been capable of doing any thing that ſhould have 
cbliged him to pronounce the Sentence of his Death : 
Nor did Ancus Martius, the fourth King of the Ro- 
mans, imagine that Targuinius Priſcus, who had gain d 
him ſo many Battles, and on whom he had heaped 
ſuch Dignities, would ever have abuſed his Confidence, 
in turning the Hearts of his People againſt him, to 
- the end he might aſſume his Throne. | 
YET you lee, ſaid Florinda that the Crime of In- 
gratitude is never unpuniſhed. Targuinius Priſcus pol- 
ſeſs'd many ſhining Qualities, but he was an Uſurper, 
and ſlain by the Sons of that Prince he had ſo greatly 
wrong*d. This Reflection is very juſt, anſwer'd Julia; 
Hiſtory is full of Examples how deteſtable to Heaven is 
the Sin of Ingratitude. There is one very remarkable, 
interrupted rſames, and which ought to make an 
Impreſſion on all Men: In the Year 492 of the Chri/- 
tian M ra, the Empire of the Eaſ was held by Ana- 
flafius, ſurnamed Dicores, becauſe of the different 
Colour of his Eyes, one being a perfe& black, and the 
other blue. This Prince, ſays Paul Diacre, came into 
the World in an extraordinary Manner, and his Life 
was a mixture of Good and Evil, of Virtues and Vices. 
At his Acceſſion to the Imperial Dignity, he took off 
all thoſe exceſſive Taxes which the Ayarice of his Pre- 
deceſſors had laid on his People : He gave all great 
Offices with a Diſtinction worthy of a Monarch's Care, 
ſuffering none to be purchaſed but by Merit alone: 
He appeared generous, affable, and a lover of the 
Sciences, eſteeming and rewarding Learning where- 
ever he found it. He honoured Proclus with his 
Friendſhip and Confidence ; that Proclus who was the 
5 —BAw 


T 
Imitator of Archimedes, and had acquired the Reputa- 
tion of the greateſt Mathematieian of his Time. In 


a word, the Beginning of this Emperor's Reign was 


ſuch, as endear'd him to his Subjects, and made him 
be eſteem'd by all the neighbouring Nations; but 
falling into the Errors of Eutychius, he became Protec- 


tor of that Hereſy, and promoted it throughout his 


Dominions: The Obſtacles that the true Catholicks 
attempted to put to its ſpreading, made him grow 
a cruel and fierce Perſecutor of them; ſcarce a Day 
paſſed without ſome of thoſe holy Men being drag'd 


to Torture, in order to oblige them to be of his Opi- 


nion, but few. of them conforming, more attain'd the 
Crown of Martyrdom in his Reign, than in that of the 
moſt barbarous Pagans. To compleat his contempt of 
the Church, he . baniſh'd the Patriarch of Conflant:- 


nople 


gentle Means, ſent to him Euodias, Biſhop of Pavia, a 
Perſon of eminent Piety and Learning, with two other 
eloquent eccleſiaſticks. Theſe Deputies from his Holi- 
neſs being arrived at Conſfantinople, and demanding Au- 


dience of the Emperor; but inſtead of hearing them, 


he ordered they. ſhould depart the City that moment, 
obliging them to embark in an old Veſiel full of Lakes, 
and unfit to fail, to the end they might periſh in the 


Sea, forbidding his People alſo at all the Ports belong- 
ing to him, either to receive them, or give them any 


Aſſiſtance whatever. But notwithſtanding theſe impious 
Precautions, the Hand of Heaven protected and brought 
theſe illuſtrious Unfortunates ſafe again to Rome; and in 
a ſhort time after the cruel Emperor was killed with a 
Thunder- bolt. A memorable example for all thoſe 
who ſuffer themſelyes to be influenc'd by new- Opi- 
nions, and abandon the true Faith. 


WHAT I have remark'd in the Life of this Emperor, 


as well as in that of Tiberius, ſaid Florinda, extremely 
confounds me : I cannot comprehend how the Diſpo- 
tion of Men can ſo ſuddenly alter from one extreme 

| = | to 


THE Pope Hormiſdas hoping to reclaim him by | 
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to the other, eſpecially from Good to Evil, becauſe to 
be virtuous one muſt have all thoſe Qualities which 
ſhould prevent ſo terrible a change. 

AS for Tiberius, replied Hortenſia, * ha he 
but wore the Semblance of Virtue, and was ever vici- 
ous in his Heart, tho he reſtrainꝰd the Diſcovery till 
he could make it with ſafety. But for Anaſtaſius, it 
had really a Propenſity to Goodneſs, we can think 
no other, than that having been drawn into Errors in 
Religion, the firſt Source of Virtue, he had no longer 


any Advantages from it, but was ſuffer'd to fall into 


all manner of Wickedneſe, to prove that when we 
quit our Faith, we are capable of commuting; every 
thing. 
BIT to leave thels wicked Princes, interrupted 
Camilla, with her accuſtom'd gaiety, give me leave 


to put a Queſtion to you, which was not long ſince 


diſputed between two: Perſons of great Parts, whether 
Love or. Gratitude. be dhe Kirongett Emotion 3 in a your: 
rous Soul ? 5 

*TIS a point, e Dee, which to me 
appears: difficult to decide, and therefore: beg leave to 
be excuſed _ giving a Judgment, which, perhaps, 
would not be approved, and ] ſhould alſo be at ſome 
pains to defend. I believe, :ſaid-Urania, I can give you 
aà little Hiſtory on that ee, an map, ſerve to 
elear up the Matte. 

AT theſe. Words, the whole 8 who - were 
never better Pleaſed than in an occaſion of liſtning to 
her, join'd in their Entreaty, that ſhe would not defer 
giving them that N On Which ſhe ge in 


Rel Terms. 


— 


The 


Is A BELLA DE MATRAN P. 


N the Eaſt of the Province of Languedoc, ſaid that 

beautiful Lady, on the Borders of the Medittrra- 
nean Sea, is a fine Valley of about half a League in 
breadth, and two Leagues in length: In the midſt of 
which runs a ſmall River, fed from the Springs that 
iſſue from the Mountains environing it, and refreſhes 
this ſweet ſpot of Earth in ſuch a manner, that it 
ſeems an entire Garden: Variety of beautiful Flowers 
enamel the Ground and charm the Eye, and Almond- 


Trees, Vines, Pomgranates, and-Olives, grow in great 


abundance to ſupply the uſeful part. Here and there 
you ſee a ſmall, but well built Cottage, which ſeem 
Attendants on that ſtately Structure, called the Caſtle 
of Mayrand, belonging to the Count of that Name, and 
is not only adorned with every Charm that can delight 
the Senſe, but is alſo ſtrongly fortify'd, by the Sea on 
one ſide, which it over-looks, and by the Thickneſs of 
its Walls on the other. | 

THE out-fide of it gives you an Idea of the noble 
Buildings of Antiquity, but the Inſide is render'd per- 
fealy modern by the Cares of the Lords of it, who 
for an Age paſt, having neglected nothing that might 
render it commodious and magnificent : The Paintings 
are excellent, the Furniture rich, the Gardens delicious, 
and embeliſh'd with Statues and Fountains : : In a Word, 
Nature ſeconded by Art, has made it all that the moſt 
luxurious Wiſh can form. The illuſtrious Family to 
which. it ph bas ** the State with great 
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Soldiers and Counſellors; the former of which filled 
one of the firſt Poſts in that Government with the high- 
eft Reputation, 7 5 

THE Count 4% Mayrand having loſt his Wife, who 
brought him no other Heir to his Poſſeſſions than one 
Daughter, he committed her to the Care of the Coun- 
teſs Dou ager de Mayrand his Mother. J/abella, for ſo 
was this young Beauty called, in the moſt tender Age, 
gave ſuch uncommon Proofs of Wit and Spint, that the 
old Counteſs beheld with pleaſure, the early Impreſſi- 
on ſhe made on the Hearts of as many as beheld her. 
And as ſhe grew nearer to Maturity, the Sun of 

Merit diſplay'd itſelf more ſtrongly in her every Word 
and Action. | | 
NO far from the Caſtle de Mayrand was that of the 
Count de Salmony: The Proximity of Places had given 
occaſion to many Alliances between their Families; and 
the Counts de Mayrand and Salmony were firſt Couſins: 
Salmony had no more Children than one Son, about a 
Year older than 7/abe//a, and a Daughter ſomething 
younger than her fair Kinſwoman, but both of them 
gave the moſt promiſing Expectations, not only for the 
Beauty of their Perſons, but their ready Attainment of 
the 9878 Qualifications proper to their Sex and 
Ran 633 ITS 3: | LEES 1 5 

THE young Salmony paſs'd few Days without viſiting 
the Caſtle de Mayrand; and as he had a Diſcernment far 
above his Age, the Charms of 7/abe//a appeared to him 
ſo far above that of any other of her Sex, that his 
young Heart was ſenſible of a Paſſion for her, long be- 
fore he was capable of diſtinguiſhing by what Name to 
call it. 2 | Y 
As he was formed for Love, Jabella could not 
ſee him ſo often, without feeling Emotions little dif- 
| ferent from his; but as the Innocence of their Age 
render'd them unacquainted, from what Motive the 
pleaſure they took in entertaining each other pro- 
ceeded, ſo did it alſo hinder them from concealing it. The 

mutual Joy, however, that ſparkled in the Eyes of 


» 


[11 1 


both, and the melancholy Gloom, with which they were 


over-caſt at parting, let both their Parents into the 


Seeret they were yet ignorant of themſelves 

THEY made the Diſcovery with pleaſure, and ha- 
ving communicated their Thoughts to one another, re- 
ſolved to link their Kindred and Friendſhip more 
cloſely by a Marriage between the young Salmony 
and {/abella as ſoon as they ſhould arrive at a prope: 
Age. The Counteſs de Mayrand was entreated by them 
both to forward the growth of that Affection they had 
perceived in Jſabella, and the Count de Salmony talked 
perpetually to his Son of the Wit and Beauty of this 
young Charmer. But as Things were in this Situa- 
tion, the Count 4e Mayrand died, regretted by all that 
"_ him, leaving 1/abe//a no more than twelve Years 
old. | San 
SHE was infinitely more: ſenſible of the loſs ſhe had 
ſuſtain'd, than could have been imagin'd at her Years ; 
the young Sa/mony found himſelf obliged to exert his 
utmoſt Wit for her Conſolation, and the Counteſs de 
Mayrand intending nothing more than to execute the 
Will of her Son, and willing to give Sa/meny an Oppor- 


tunity of being oftner with her, that the Love ſhe per- . 


ceived dawning in their Hearts might encreaſe with 
their Years, to the ſtrongeſt Paſſion, deſired the Count 
his Father to permit Madamoiſelle, de Salmom to live 
under her Care with Jſabella: This Propoſal he em- 
braced with pleaſure, and the beautiful Mariana was 
conducted by him to the Caſtle, where ſhe was received 
with all the Demonſtrations of an unfeigned Satil- 
faction. : „„ | 

THESE -young Ladies ſoon felt for each other the 
moſt tender Regard, and Mariana expreſſing one Day 


the Sincerity of hers; As we love like Siſters, ſaid 


ſhe, innocently, I wiſh we were ſo, er that Law might 


attone for what Nature has denied, by uniting you 


with my Brother. Theſe Words made Jabella capable 
of looking into her Heart, and the Pleaſure ſhe con- 
ceiv'd at ſuch a Propoſal, firſt inform'd her, that it was 
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mort than what Friendſhip or the Ties of Blood in- 


ſpires, that ſhe was filled with for the deſerving Sal. 


AS for him, he needed not any extraordinary means 
of acquainting him with what kind of Defires he was 


enflamed ; he had now attained to the Age of Sixteen, 


and Nature was not wanting in her Inſtructions, but 
what his Yourh had hindred him before from expreſ- 
ſing, his Reſpect, as he grew more advanced in Years, 
would not permit; and tho' he never ſo much reſolved 
to do it, the Moment he beheld Jſabella, he was with- 


out the Power. Fear and Hope agitated by Turns, 


his Heart, till his Father one day having imparted to 
him the Agreement made before the Death of the Count 
de Mayrand, he grew a little more aſſured ; and flatte- 
ring himſelf that //abe//a was inform'd of the ſame 


Thing, and that ſhe was not diſpleaſed with it, he had 


the Courage, when he ſound no Company but his Siſ- 
ter with her, to throw himſelf at her Feet; I come, 
{aid he, Madam, to know if I may hope your Senti- 


ments are agreeable to thoſe of our Parents: mine has 


given me a pleaſing Idea of future Bleſſings ; and I am 
told, Madam, the Counteſs de Mayrand does not oppoſe it; 
but *tis from yourſelf, lovely Jabella, that I would learn 
my Fate, and if averſe towhat I wiſh, beg no more 
than permiſſion to die before you. He accompany'd theſe 
Words with ſo paſſionate a Geſture, that it was impoſſi- 
ble for a Heart prepoſſeſſed as hers was, to treat him 
with that Reſerve, young Virgins generally do the firſt 
Declarations of Love : and flattering herſelf that the 
_- Sanction ofa Parent's Will was ſufficient to excuſe the 

molt ready Acknowledgment ſhe could make; If, ſaid 


. ſhe, obliging him to riſe, Madam de Mayrand aſſures 
me it was the Deſire of my deceas'd Father I ſhould be 


yours, and I am convinced that your Felicity depends 
on my Conſent, I ſhall neither be ſo ugdutiful to his 
Memory, nor ungrateful to your Paſſion, as to ſearch any 
Obſtacles to prevent the Accompliſhment. - 


THIS 


—_— — 8 — " nz 


Eng 


HIS Declaration, accompany'd with all thoſe. 


Graces which are ſtudied by others, but were natural to 


1/abella, tranſported the enamour'd Salmony with ſo ex- 


ceſſive a Joy, that he was utterly unable to make any 
reply for ſome time; but when he did, it was in ſuch a 


manner, as convinced her how much, how truly his | 


Soul was devoted to her. 

THE Counteſs, to whom J/abella related every 
Part of this Adventure, was extremely fatisfied with her 
Behaviour, and the Count de Salmony rejoic'd to hear 
his Son had a Diſpoſition ſo conformable to his Will, 
and alſo had been able to inſpire //abel] » with Senti⸗ 
ments ſo much in his Favour. But as they were yet 
both too young to enter into the Nuptial State, this ten- 
der Father thought Glory was now the Miſtreſs his Son 


ſhould court; having therefore procured for him a 


Commiſſion in the Muſqueteers, he told him he muſt go 
to Paris in order to perfect himſelf in thoſe Exerciſes he 
had already made à conſiderable Progreſs in; that he 
had now gain'd the Heart of 1/abe//a, and that he might 
depend on his Cares, join'd to his Siſter's, to preſerve it 
for him, till his return, at which time their Nuptials 
ſhould be celebrated. 

WHOEVE R has felt the Force of Love, will rea- 
dily believe theſe Tidings ftruck a terrible Blow to the 


Heart of Salmony; but the Fire of Ambition ſoon warm» 


ing it, he conſented to leave . in the bogs of re- 
turning more worthy of her. 
BUT how greatly did his Eſteem enereaſe for Ja- 


bella, when recounting to her what had paſs'd between 


him and the Count, ſhe ſtrengthened his Reſolution 


to obey him with Arguments which proved how dear 
his Reputation was to her; and tho' ſhe found no Joy 


equal to that his Preſence gave, yet ſhe parted from 
bim with pleaſure, not doubting but he would acquire 
ſuch Perfections as were requiſite for a Hero. After, 


the moſt tender Farewels and mutual Aſſurances of an 
inviolable Affection, they took leave; and whatever 


Grief this heroic, Maid had in her Heart, ſhe took 
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care it ſhould not diſcover itſelf in her Eyes, left it 
Ahould cauſe him to diſobey Injunctions ſo much to his 
77G 8 


TH E Count d Salmony; and Madam de Mayrand, 


who were preſent at this Separation, thought they 
could never too much admire the Tenderneſs, the Since- 
rity, and that ſtrict Adherence to Glory and to Honour 
which both of them expreſs'd. They talk'd together 
afterwards frequently of it, and delighted themſelves 


with anticipating the Pleaſures they expected to enjoy in 


the Union of a Pair ſo dear to them, and ſo exactly form- 
ed to make each other happy. | 85 
BUI tho' Jabelia had behaved in this manner while 
her Lover. was preſent, ſhe ſtood in need of all her Reſo- 
Jution to enable her to bear his Abſence, and to forbear 
doing any thing which might recall him before the 
time neceſſary for compleating thoſe Perfections which 
ſhould render him as much admired by the World, as 
he was lov'd by her. In all the Letters, therefore, that 
ſhe wrote to him, ſhe carefully conceal'd the Anguiſh of 
her Heart, and only teſtified the Joy ſhe felt, in being 
informed how fully he anſwer'd the great Expectations 
had been conceiv'd of him. | 
THE Count de Salmony receiv'd Aſſurances from the 
Officers in Paris, that his Son was now qualify d to fill 
any Poſt whatſoever; on which this tender Father made 
Application for a Regiment of Horſe, which was granted, 
on the Recommendation of Monkeur de Louwois, chief 
Commander of the Muſqueteers; and all the Objections 
his Vouth might have put to ſuch an Acquiſition, wholly 
anſwer'd by his Merit. Et 
H E accordingly went to Life in Flanders, to join his 
Regiment, where his ſweet Behaviour ſoon won him 


the Hearts of all the Officers ; but neither his new 


Honours, nor change of Place and Company made hiin 
forgetful of what he owed to 1/abella ; and a Courier 
was. perpetually employ'd to, and from the Caſtle of 
Mayrand. 1 
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IN the mean while that beautiful Lady grew ex 


treamly melancholy on the ſudden, which Mariana 


perceiving, ſaid to her one day: I cannot conceive the 


meaning of this Alteration in you, my dear Jſabella, 


my Brother is faithful; you receive continual Aſſuran- 
ces of his Paſſion ; you have nothing to diſturb the 


Tranquility of your Love, but an Abſence which will 
ſhortly terminate to his Glory and your Content. /- 
bella made no anſwer immediately to theſe Words, but 


after a long Pauſe, which was often interrupted by 
Sighs ; I wHh replied ſhe, the Diſcontent you ſee in 


me, may be as groundleſs in reality, as it is ſo in ap- 
pearance to you. But alas ! there is ſomething tells 


me Salmony has ſtayed too long for both our Happineſs 
In ſhort, I tremble at*the Alteration I have taken 


notice of in Madam de Mayrand : She ſpeaks not of 


your Brother with the Warmth ſhe was accuſtomed, 
and I have but too much reaſon to fear, is in her Heart 
intereſted in Favour of ſome other. I am very well 
convinced, reſumed Madamoiſelle de Salmony, that your 
Beauty, and the Deſire of your Alliance, has drawn 
into the Neighbourhood of Mayrand the moſt confide- 
rable Perſons of the Province; but I - ſhould be loth to 
imagine the Counteſs had changed her Sentiments in re- 
gard of my Brother : The Engagements made be- 
tween Perſons of our Rank, cannot be ſo eafily broke 
thro* as thoſe among the Vulgar ; and I have too good 
an opinion of Madam de Mayrand to believe ſhe would 
entertain any Views to the prejudice of her Promiſe, fo 
firmly given, and ſo often and publickly repeated. 

IF ſhe ſhould, reſum'd Jabella, it is not in her 
power to recall mine; it is not therefore her Autho- 
rity which troubles me, but the fear of coming to Ex- 
tremities, if her Sentiments ſhould not be conformable to 
what I with. A long Converſation paſs'd between them 


to this effect; but as thoſe who love are more quick- 


ſighted than others, in what relates to their Paſſion, //- 


abella could not be deceived in her Conjectures: Tle - 


Counteſs was indeed grown cold in her good Wiſhes 
for 
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for Salmony, and among the number of thoſe who vi- 
ſited her, there was a young Magiſtrate named Hau- 
teri e, a Man of diſtinguiſh'd Merit, rich, and infinite. 
ly efteemed by all who knew him. He was beſides a 
Kinſman of the Counteſs's, and it was on him ſhe had 
. caſt her Eyes, not only becauſe ſhe had more regard 
for him than for the Son of the Count de Salmony, but 
alſo becauſe ſhe thought it a more advantageous Match 
for Jſabella; but as he had never declared a Paſſion. for 
her, the old Lady knew not well how to bring it about. 
He being an intimate Friend of Salnony, ſhe thought 
to motion ſuch an Affair, and have it rejected, would 
make the utmoſt Confuſion among them; ſhe therefore 
contented herſelf with leaving them together as frequent- 
ly as ſhe could, without ſeeming to do it by deſign, in 
hope the Merits both of the one and the other, might 
in time create an Inclination ſuch as ſhe deſired to have 
them inſpired with. . eee a 
B U T as politick and diſcerning as ſhe was, ſhe per- 
ceived not how much of her deſign was accompliſh'd : 
Hazterive had a Heart too ſuſceptible to enjoy the fre- 
quent Converſation of a Perſon ſo amiable as 1/abella, 
without feeling for her all the moſt violent Paſſion, when 
hopeleſs, can inflict. He knew the Obligations ſhe was 
under; he knew the Duties of Friendſhip and of Ho- 
nour ; and tho? he could not hinder himſelf from loving, 
he did from ſuffering any deſign to harbour in his Breaſt 
in prejudice of Salmony. | TN 
THE old Count de Salmony, all this time, ſupplied 
the Place of his Son, and omitted nothing to ſecure 
the Affections of Jabelia entirely for him; and ſhe, 
who regarded him as a Father, made no ſcruple of 
communicating to him her moſt ſecret Thoughts : a- 
mong others, ſhe made him no ſtranger to the Appre- 
henſfions ſhe was in, of the Counteſs's change of Hu- 
mour ; on which, it was reſolved between em, to ſend 
for young Salmony, and compleat the Marriage before 
Madam de Mayrand ſhould have diſcover'd herſelf, if it 
were indeed as Jſabella imagined. But theſe illuſtrious 
Lovers were not allotted to arrive ſo eaſily at the * 
3 0 


„„ 
of their Deſires; the very day the Count had determi- 
ned in this manner, he was ſeiz'd with a violent Di- 


ſtemper, which in a few Hours took him from the 


T HIS was a terrible Blow to Jabella, not only on 
account of the Intereſt her Love had in it, but by the 


particular reſpect ſhe bore him, and the Grief it inflicted 


on Mariana, and that which ſhe knew the News of it 
would involve young Sa/mony in. 


THAT noble Youth, tho? he received the News 


with all the Precautions neceſſary to ſoften the Severity 
of it, loved his Father with too true a Tenderneſs, and 


| found his Life too neceſſary for the Happineſs of 


his own, not to be ſtruck to the Heart at hearing he 
was , no more. The Fears he was in concerning his 


Love, join'd to the Emotions of Nature, render'd his 


Affliction ſo violent, that his Friends but vainly endea- 


* 


vour'd to conſole him; he wrote immediately to Ja- 


bella, and ſuffering himſelf to be carried away with 


the different and diſtracted Sentiments he was then in- 
ſpired with, his Letter was filled with nothing but 
Complaints, Apprehenſions, apd Abjurations, that ſhe 


would be ever faithful. This was accompany'd by one 


to Mariana, in which he beg'd her to ſupply the place 
of his Father, in the Caſtle of Mayrand, and to ſup- 
port his Intereſts there with the ſame Fervour. Both 
theſe beautiful Ladies ſent him Anſwers full of Aſſuran- 
ces; but 7/abella expreſs'd the Dictates of her Soul in 
Terms ſo tender and paſſionate, that his Deſpair began 
to diſſipate =" | 


MADAM de Mayrand being eas'd of one great Ob- 


ſtacle, by the Death of the Count 4% Salmony, gave 
ſuch plain Hints to Hauterive of her good Wiſhes for 
him, that he muſt have been as dull as he was really diſ- 
cerning, not to have underſtood her. How diflicult is 
it for Honour to maintain the Combat againſt a Love 
which flatters with a proſpe& of Succeſs ! All the Re. 


ſolution he had taken not to interrupt the Tranquility of 


Salmony and 1/abella, gave way to the pleaſing * 
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| „ | 
of poſſeſſing her, he ſaw the Counteſs defired nothing 
more, and he could not be aſſured that 7/abe//a's Inclina- 
tion had not given birth to, or would not at leaſt obey 
that defire in her, who had how the ſole Authority over 
her: He therefore made no ſcruple of avowing his Paſ- 
fion, and entreating permiſſion of Madam de Mayran, 
to throw himſelf at the Feet of her who long had been 
Miſtreſs of his Heart, | | 
B V what I have already ſaid of the Diſpoſition of 
this Lady, it is eaſy for you to believe ſhe gave a ready 
aſſent to what he asked. and conducted him immediately 
to the Apartment of 7/abe//a, who was then alone, em- 
ploying herſelf in reading a Letter ſhe had juſt received 
from her dear Salmony. Aſter a little diſcourſe on ordi- 
nary Affairs, the Counteſs went out of the Room, and 
he neglecting not the Opportunity ſhe gave, I can no 
longer, Madam, faid he, falling on his Knees, conceal 
a Paſſion which I have long but vainly ſtruggled with, 
fearing it might be offenfive to the divine Object which 
inſpires it — But however you may diſpoſe it, I am now 
compelled to offer you my Heart, my Vows of everlaſt- 
ing Adoration, and my Life, iſ this Declaration merits, 
I ſhould no longer preſerve it. Jabella was prevented 
by her ſurprize, to hear him talk in this manner, from 
interrupting him, but recovering herſelf from it; [ 
thought, replied ſhe, with Eyes that ſparkled with In- 
dignation, I had been exempted from the fear of hear- 
ing ſuch Diſcoveries : The ſituation I am in by my 
Engagements, renders it a diſreſpect which I expected 
not to find from any one, much leſs from him who calls 
himſelf the Friend of Sa/mony, She had no ſooner ut- 
ter'd this ſhort but ſevere reproach, than ſhe went haſti- 
ly out of the Room, leaving him ſtill on his Knees over - 
whelmed with Shame, Confuſion, and Remorſe. It 
was in this Poſture that Madam de Mayrand found him, 
having in an adjacent Room ſeen 1/abe//a paſs by, and 
gueſſing the Reception he had met with from her. She 
jpared nothing however to re- aſſure him, telling him 
he might be certain of her Intereſt, that it might _ | 


+ 


LE 1 J 1 
ſome time to eraze the Impreſſion of a firſt Love, but 
that ſhe doubted not but to accompliſh it, when ſhe 
ſhould let Jabella ſee, that if ſhe was not for him, ſhe 
never ſhould be for Salmony. | | 
| BU T her Diſcourſe had not the effect on him ſhe 
expected, he rather condemn'd than thank'd the Par- 
tiality ſhe expreſs'd in his favour, and tho' he could 
not conquer his Paſſion for Iſabella, he looked on it as 
the Stain of his Glory, and an Injuſtice, which till then 
he had never been guilty of. He entreated the Coun- 
teſs not to entertain any Sentiments either of Rigour or 
Artifice to forward his Pretenſions. For, ſaid he, ſince 
it is my hard Fate to oppoſe the Man, who of all the 
World moſt merits and enjoys my Eſteem, I will endea- 
vour to acquire the Prize only by ſuch means as he him- 
ſelf ſhall not condemn, and force Jſabella to pity, if not 
approve my Flame. 7 | 
MADAM ae Mayrand had too much Virtue to 
blame ſuch a Reſolution, and after having beſtowed on 
it the Praiſes it deſerved, promiſed to conform on her 
part. Hawferive, who was ſtedfaſt to put in practice 
what he had ſaid, had no ſooner parted from the Coun- 
teſs, than he ſate down to write to his Rival; but while 
he was conſidering in what manner he ſhould relate the 
Hiſtory of his Heart, /abel/a was disburthening hers to 
the charming Mariana, whom ſhe went in ſearch of, the - 
moment ſhe quitted Hauterive. Nothing could be more 
ſurprized than this young Beauty, at the recital Jabella 
made her : ſhe foreſaw the Troubles the Paſſion of Hau- 
_ terive would bring cn her Brother; but this was not all 
that gave her pain, ſhe had for ſome time looked on 
Hauterive with favourable Eyes, his Merits were not un- 
known to her, and if ſhe might not be ſaid to feel a Paſ- 
ſion for him, ſhe certainly had wiſh'd to inſpire him 
with one for her, and could not hinder herſelf from being 
a little piqued, that knowing the Engagements of Jabel. 
la, he ſhould not rather turn his Eyes on one who was 
entirely free from any. | 


THIS 
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THIS Emotion of Jealoufy, join'd to the Intereſt 
of her Brother, made her extremely approve the An- 
ſwer 1/abel/a had given him, and omit nothing which 
might confirm her in a Reſolution of refiſting all At- 
tacks. She adviſed her alſo to write to Salmom the 
whole account of this Adventure, that by his Preſence, 
he might put an end to all the Hopes Hauterive could 
conceive. This Counſel was too pleaſing to her who 
heard it, not to prevail, ſhe immediately obeyed the 
Dictates of her fair Friend; and after a thouſand Aſſu- 
rances of her inviolable Conſtancy, conjured him not 
to delay giving her the Proof of his in the preſence of 


his Rival. 


THE Count de Salmony received her Letter, and that 
of Hauterive by the ſame; Courier, and his Love carying 
him beyond his Curioſity, he firſt opened the Mandate 
of [/abella, where perceiving the other was his Rival, 

and his Pretenſions were approved by the Counteſs, he 

could not imagine the meaning of his Writing, after 
having endeavour'd to injure him in ſo tender a part, 
unleſs it were that he intended to diſpute her with him 
by the Point of the Sword. But how great was his - 
 Aﬀtoniſhment, when he found the Contents were in this 
manner! 


To the Count DE SALMO NT. 


VIS H this Letter may anticipate the Diſcovery, 

ewhich I doubt not, wil! be made you by Madamoi- 
elle de Mayrand : I would willingly be my own firſt ac- 
cuſer in an affair of this nature: The perfect Conſidera- 
tion I have for you, and of what I owe to my ſelf, will 
not ſuffer me to act on this Occaſion as another Man would 
do I adore Iſabella, and whatever hatred this Con feſſi- 
on may excite in yon, the Sequel ſhall prove I merit your 
Efteem. I could alledge for my Fuſtification, that Java, 


ignorant of the Force of your Engagements: That I every 
| , Wy 
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day ſaw the Promiſes of Youth entirely forgotten in Ma- 
turity: But theſe are weak Excuſes to a Man ſenfible of 
the Force of Iſabella's Beauty, which is ſuch, that had I 


been your moſt truſted Confident, I could not have defended 


my elf from being your Rival ; nay, bad 1 ſeen her your 


Wife, it had, perhaps, been able ta have reftrained my. 


Tongue, but nos my Heart. I have declared to her my: 


Paſſion, but that Declaration ſerves only to complete )] 
Shame, and your Triumph She loves you, oh moſt hap-. 
ſpe will be faith- 


fy Count, as much as ſbe is beloved 
ful to you till Death. This is the Fruit I have gain'd by 
my Temerity ; my Paſſion can, however, ſtand all Shocks,. 
and I am reſolved to diſpute her with you, but it ſhall be 
by fuch means, as neither you nor ſhe ſhall hawe it in your 
power to blame. My Cares, my Reſpects, and my Friend- 
ſhip for you Hall be all the rms 1 fhall make uſe of : 
The Blaod from which wwe both are ſprung, will give nei- 


ther of us leave to ſuſpect the Courage of the other. Thus 


without taking any adwantage of the good Intentions Ma- 
dam the Counteſs has for me, and without enterpriſing any 


thing to the prejudice of your Love, T ſhall ſpeak of mine, 


and lay hold of all Opportunities to prove the Sincerity 
of it, and by the openneſs and generofity of my Proceed- 


Me. 


I is impoſſible for me to expreſs the Agitations of 
the Count after reading this Letter : He was a long 
time before he could ſupport with Moderation, that 
Labella ſhould be diſputed with him by any means 
whatſoever ; he look'd on the right he had over her 
Affections to be unconteſtable ; and if it were not, that the 
Sword was the moſt proper Deciſion of ſuch Differences. 
But theſe Sentiments, inſtigated by the Fire of Youth, 
gave way to other Reflections, and when he remember'd 


that Hauterive was a Magiſtrate, to whom Prudence 


was more glorious than any other Qualification, — 


ins, oblige both of you to compaſſionate, if. you cannot ove _ 
HAUTERIVE. 
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[ 122 5 
that himſelf was alſo under Laws, which he could not 
infringe, without loſing 7/abe/la for ever, he became 
more calm. | | . 
H E read his Rival's Letter a ſecond time, and as 
knew him to be a Man of the moſt ſtrict Honour, he 
did not in the leaſt doubt, but he would act as he had 
ſaid ; but the more he conſidered his Merit, the more 
dangerous he appear'd, and that Thought threw him 
into the moſt terrible Anxieties : They were no ſooner 
removed by the Aſſurances 1/abe//a gave him of an in- 
violable Affection, but another, little leſs perplexing, 
invaded him: If, ſaid he, that charming Maid ſhould 
never ſuffer the Merit of another to obliterate what ſhe 
owes to the Fidelity of Sa/mony, yet if the Counteſs, 
who now ſtands in the place of both Father and Mo- 
ther to Jſabella, ſhould continue averſe to my hope, 
it will be utterly impoſſible to compleat the Marriage 
without her. In this Uncertainty did he paſs the 
Hours, till he had obtained Permiſſion to quit his Re- 
giment for ſome time, which, in Conſide ration of the 
Diligence he had teſtified! during the whole two Years 
he had the Command of it was granted without much 
Difficulty: The Death of his Father, and the Regu- 
lation of his Affairs, giving him a ſufficient Excuſe for 
the demanding it. But in the mean time he wrote to 
Jabella, and anſwer d the Letter of his Rival in theſe 
ans. - | 5 


To the Sieur ps HAUTERTVx. 


IF zhe Poſjeffion of Madamoiſelle de Mayrand was de- 
lined the Reward of Merit, your Happineſs and my 
Misfor tune would be paſt all doubt: But as the Settlement 
of cur affectious has been the work of many Years, cement- 
ed by the moſt tender Proofs on both ſides, and authorized 
by the Will of our Parents, the Advantage is on my fiat, 
notwithſtanding the many others you have over me. To 
offer any Arguments for your defiſting ſo hopeleſs a Proſe- 
cution, would be but to repeat what I am very certain you 
have made uſe on your ſelf, in thoſe Moments, when 11 
| on 


, | 


1230 


fon <vas permitted to hold diſcourſe evith Paſſion ; Ihhall 
therefore only ſay that tho) Friendſhip be incompatible with 


 Rivalſhip, and I cannot pretend to give-you mine, yet I 
Hall att in every thing as becomes that Character, and in 
aohat manner ſoever you would diſpute Iſabella, he always 


in ready to give you Satigfaction. 


| THE Courier had arrived with theſe Diſpatches but 


a ſhort time before he obtain'd permiſſion to leave the 
Camp, and came to Languedoc, unexpected by every 
body but Jſabella and Mariana. Immediately he ſent 
a Meſſenger to the Caſtle 4e Mayrand, to inform the 
Counteſs of his return, and deſire permiſſion to viſit 
her: The Perſon who was truſted with this Commiſſi- 
on, was a Man of Wit, and one in whom Sa/mony put 
an entire Confidence, he. therefore gave him orders to 


ſpeak to 1/abella alſo, and to obſerve what effect this 


News produced both on the one and the other. 
MADAM ae Mayrand was very much ſurprized, 

and had enough to do to conceal the diſquiet it gave her; 

but as ſhe could not refuſe ſeeing the Count, ſhe an- 


ſwer'd, that he knew very well he had no need of 


that Ceremony to introduce him there. As for Jſabel- 
la, ſhe receiv'd this Meſſenger with ſo perfect a Joy, 
that Salmony, at his return, was convinced he had no- 
thing to fear on her part. The ſame day he went to 
the Caſtle 4; Mayrand, and was treated by the Counteſs 
with a Coldneſs, which not all her Civilities could hin- 
der from being viſible ; but whatever damp that might 
give him, the firſt Looks of Jſabella reanimated him in 
ſuch a manner, that he knew no Bounds to the Exceis 

of his Love and Joy. | 7 ; 
H E found her Beauty fo improved, that he contem- 
plated her for ſome time with Admiration ; and theſe 
two Years of Abſence had ſo much added to his manly 
Graces, that Jabella beheld him not with leſs wonder. 
Theſe faithful Lovers entertain'd each other with ſuch 
„ a . 8 I : an 
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| [ 124 . 
an unfeigned Tenderneſs, as left neither unconvinced that 
Death alone could divide them. | 
- BUT tho' the Count de Salmony had appeared to 
give all his Admiration to the Obje& of his Love, yet 
could he not be inſenſible of Delight to ſee his charm- 
ing Siſter arrived at ſuch perfection, as nothing but a 
Brother, or a Perſon ſtrongly prepoſſeſs'd with another 
Paſſion, could behold without Tranſport : and theſe 
three Perſons inſpir'd by Love and . Friendſhip, and 
poſſeſſing all the Qualities which could endear them 
to each other, paſs'd ſome Hours together in ſo ſweet a 
Contentment, as made them forget they had any thing 
to fear. | EY 2 . 
THE Sun giving place to encroaching Darkneſs, 
the Count took his leave of the Counteſs, without ſeeming 
to have remark'd any change in her Behaviour, and re- 
turn'd to the Caſtle of Sa/mony, where he paſs'd the Night, 
with more Tranquility than he had done many preced- 
ing ones. | 
THE News of his return being ſpread abroad, his 
_ waking was attended by a great number of Viſiters, all 
the young Nobility of Langaedsc, coming to pay their 
Compliments to him, to offer him their Service, and to 
condole with him for the Death of his Father. He had 
no ſooner diſengag'd himſelf from theſe Civilities, which 
have generally more of Form than Sincerity in them, 
than he perceived Hauterive on Horſeback, coming up 
the Hill that led to the Caſtle, and ſoon after ſaw him 
alight at the Gate: he could not avoid ſome ſurprize at 
the fight of ſo unexpected a Gueſt ; but being prepared 
for every thing, he attended the Event without any E- 


motions. | 
HAUTERIY E had no ſooner enter'd the Room, 
than he ran to embrace the Count with open Arms, and 
all the Tokens of a moſt perfect Amity : Behold, faid 
he to him, this Rival, who in ſpite of you will be 
your Friend, and who gives up his Heart to you, with 
a Sincerity worthy of a happier Fate than what his 
cruel Stars ordain ! This manner of Behaviour had in 
it ſomething ſo noble, that the Count thought - his 
. ; | aty 
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Duty to anſwer with the ſame Cordialneſs. Yeu are 
well a ſſured, | replied he, that a proceeding ſuch as 
yours, cannot but attract an extreme Conſideration on 
my part; believe alfo that I am as ſenſible of it as I 
ought, or you can wiſh, and that on any other Mo- 
tive than the Poſſeſſion of 7/abe//a, I ſhould {readily 

yield to you. | „ 
AND as for me, reſumed Hauterive, going back 
ſome Steps, and looking attentively on. him, I find you 
ſo worthy of her, that ſhould any other dare to diſpute 
with you the attainment of her, I would uſe him as 


my moſt mortal Enemy. Pity me therefore, continued 


he, who have ſuch Sentiments, yet am unable to van- 
quiſh a Paſſion which 1 know diveſts them of all their 
Merit to your Friendſhip. No, replied Salmony, taking 
him by the Hand, and making him fit down ; I find 
by the Emotions you have inſpired me with, that *tis 
not im poſſible for a generous Heart to love the Man 
who would deſtroy our peace. © 
 . HAUTERITFE then recounted to him the begin- 
ning, and the little Progreſs of his Love, in Terms ſo 
touching, and ſo truly picturing the State of his Sou], 
from which Hope was entirely baniſh'd, that Sa/mony 
could not liſten without regret ; but reflecting it was 
his Rival who addreſs'd thoſe Complaints to him, he 
found it ſo extraordinary, that he could not forbear 
ſmiling ; Nothing ſure, ſaid he, is more aſtoniſhing, 
than that being your Rival, and fo lately brought to 
look on you as a. Friend, that you will . compel me alſo 
to become your Copfidant. It is yet more ſtrange, 
replied the other, E ſhould be yours : I have only 
Diſdain, Rigour, and Deſpair to inform you of, and is 
ſufficient Conſolation for te trauhle I give you: But 
with what Daggers muſt my Soul be pierced when you 


relate what paſſes in your Interviews with //abel/a ? the 
mutual Love, the Ardour, the interchang'd Vows of 
everlaſting Fidelity! Ah my dear. Count, vouchſafe to 
liſten to my Complaints, ſince they can be no prejudice 

to you. 8 | 


 HAUTERIVE 


L 
_ HAUTE RIFE pronounced theſe Words with a 
Look, in which Deſpair was painted in ſuch lively Co- 
lours, that the Count entreated him with a ſerious Air, 


to be aſſured that he would always be tender of his peace. 


And to put in practice what he had ſaid, he immedi. 
ately changed the Diſcourſe, and became ſuch entertain- 
ing Company, that the other charm'd with the pleaſure 
of his Converſation, almoſt forgot his Love and his De- 
ſpair. Salmony would not ſuffer him to depart, and tar- 
Tying with him two Days, in that time theſe generous 

Rivals found ſo much Merit in each other, that the Pity 

of the one greatly encreas'd, and the Envy of the other 
diminiſhed, = | | 


URANTA was in this part of her Hiſtory, when 
a Perſon deſiring to ſpeak to her on ſome domeſtic Af- 
fair, ſhe defired the Company would entertain themſelves 
till her return, which ſhe aſſured them ſhould be in a 
ſhort time : But that Promiſe could not hinder them 
from feeling the utmoſt Impatience for the Sequel of an 
Adventure, the Beginning of which fill'd them with an 
Expectation of ſomething very extraordinary. 


La Belle Aſembles- 


PART II. 


R ANA being return'd, and perceiving 
this amiable Society were prepared to give 


— ö 
— | 


8 5 deliver, immediately ſat down; and with- 
out waiting till it ſhould be requeſted, re- 


newed her Diſcounſe in this Manner. 


the utmoſt Attention to what ſne had to 
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The. Sequel of the Hiftory of the Count DE 
SALMONY, and Madamoiſelile Ds Mar- 
RAND. Ty | | | 


N the third Day theſe friendly Rivals left the 
Caſtle of Salmony, to make a Viſit to 1/abella ; 

who, extremely ſurpriſed to ſee them together, gave 
them a very different Reception: to Hauterive ſhe only 
paid thoſe Civilities his Quality demanded from her ; 


but addreſſing herſelf to Sa/mony, with an Air full of 


_ Sweetneſs, began to reproach him tenderly for having 
ru ſo much of that Time to his Friends, which he 
new was ſo valuable to her: and the Count excuſed 


himſelf, by telling her, that all thoſe Occupations . 


which detain'd him from her, ſerv'd only to heighten 
his defire of ſeeing her, and feeling the Blefling in a 
more elevated Manner, when at Liberty to enjoy it. 
Hauterive, to whom this manner of entertaMiing each 
other gave Wounds more terrible than the ſharpeſt 
Weapon could have done, entreated they wou'd ac 
company him to the Apartment of Madam the Coun- 
tels de Mayrand. Neither of them could well refuſe 
this Propoſal ; but Salmony, in giving his Hand to 
Jabella, teſtified by a Look, that he expected this In- 


terview wou'd have ſomething extraordinary in it: 


nor was he deceiv'd in his Conjecture, they had no 
ſooner approach'd the Counteſs, than, Madam, ſaid 
Hauterive to her, you ſee before you two Rivals, who, 
without ceaſing to be friends, entreat your Permiſſion 
to adore the incomparable J/abe//a, I know the Count 
ſtands in no need of ſuch a Petition, his Services have 
been long ſince accepted, nor do I hope to have any 
Advantage over him: all I deſire is to prove my Ow. 
— Raney 


.. 


„eee eee 
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flancy not leſs firm, my Love not leſs violent, and 
my Submiſſion not leſs reſigned to the divine Will of 
her who charms us both, than his have been. Tho? 
I might be diſpenſed with, rejoin'd the Count, from 
the Declaration I am about to make, Jſabella having 


been promis'd- to me from her Infancy, the Reſpect I 


have for her, will not ſuffer me to diſpute my Right 


when it ſhall be contrary to her Inclination: She is 
therefore at full liberty to chuſe between us; and if the 


ſuperior Merits of my Rival are of more force, than the 


Commands of a Father in my Favour, and my own re- 
peated Proofs of an inviolable Fidelity, I ſhall ſubmit to 


her Decree without murmuring, tho' I cannot without 


dying. 


VO both do too much honour to [/abe//a, reply'd 


the Counteſs ; if ſhe was Miſtreſs of herſelf, I doubt 


not but the Equality of your Merits would render it 


difficult for her to decide between you. Tis true, her 
Father had ſome Deſigns of giving her to Count Salmo- 


ny, but had he lived there is more than a bare Probabili- 


ty he would have chang'd his Mind. It was the Diſcre- 
tion of Jſabella which oblig'd her to conform to his 
Will ; but he being no more, the ſame Diſcretion muſt 


teach her to ſubmit to the Will of thoſe who repreſent 


him, and ho have now his Authority over her. It is 
not for Perſons of her Condition to be guided by their 
own Inclination, which too often blinds them, in the 


Choice of a Husband ; and it is their Duty, Wiſdom, | 


and indeed their Intereſt to have no Wiſhes but ſuch as 
are firſt formed by thoſe who have the Right of diſpo- 
ling them. | | | 

IS ABELL A eafily perceiving to what end this Diſ- 
courſe tended, and that Madam de Mayrand was going 
to declare for Hauterive, took the liberty of interrupting 
her in theſe Terms. I ſhall never heſitate, Madam, 
laid ſhe, with an Air modeſt, but at the ſame time re- 
ſolv'd, to conform myſelf to the Will of my Family, 
in things where my Intereſt is common with theirs. 
But in this Affair, I think myſelf the only Perſon con- 
cern'd: all the Repoſe of my whole Life depends up- 

Vor. III. | on 
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[130]. 
on it, and I hope your pardon when I ſay that this is 
too tender a Motive to be ſubjugated to the pleaſure of 
another. I bluſh not to confeſs 1 love the Count de Sal. 
mony, tis an Affection that has grown up with me al- 
moſt from my Infancy, authorized by the Command 
of my Father, by your own, and by the Conſtancy 
and reiterated Services of that deſerving Chevalier, 
whom for a long Series of Years I have regarded as my 


Husband, you as a Son, while Hauterive was never 


thought on.. If it is not for Perſons of my Condition to 
follow our Inclinations, it is yet becoming us to vio- 
late our Promiſes : Honour and Juſtice ought to be 
the Guides of all Sorts-of People, but much more are 
they to be held facred by us, whoſe Actions ſerve as 
an Example to all beneath us; and I muſt avow, that 
were it poſſible for me to eſtrange my Heart from him 
it has ſo long been accuſtomed to love, I never cou'd 
be brought to break my Faith where it has been ſo ſo- 
lemnly given. „ 
IH IS couragious Reply touch'd Madam de Mayrand 
to the quick: ſhe was about to make a return to it in a 
Manner which wou'd have made her Grand-Daughter 
know the Power ſhe had over her, and which ſhe 
wou'd exert, when Heuterive, perceiving her Intention, 
prevented her, by ſaying, There is nothing, Madam, 
in the divine {/ebe//a's Diſcourſe that is not too juſt to 
give offence to Perſons ſenſible what Love and Honour 
enjoin ; and in ſpite of the Deſpair it cauſes in me, ob- 
liges me to confeſs I ſhould think her leſs worthy the 
ſublime Paſſion I have for her, had ſhe any Sentiments 
different from thoſe ſhe has declared. I defire not, 
continued he, with a deep Sigh, that ſhe ſhould be 
conſtrained in her Choice; all I ask is Permiſſion to a- 
dore her, and to be allowed ſo much time to teſtify my 
Conftancy, as may aſſure her that nothing is capable of 

changing it. | 
YOU ſhall have all that you think neceſſary, ſaid 
the Counteſs; for I here declare, that if 7/abe//a con- 
ſents not to be yours, ſhe never ſhall be the Count's, 
till you approve ſhe ſhou'd be ſo. In peaking 1268 
| 5, 


„%% AE ibs Be. of ins 


_ 


| Words ſhe toſe, and paſſing haſtily to her Cloſet, leſt 


them at liberty to praiſe her Conduct, or to complain 
of it, according as they were agitated by their different 
Sentiments. | | | 

T © have the Power of deferring our Happineſs, ſaid 
Jabella to Hauterive, is, methinks, but a mean Ccnſo- 
lation for you, tince it will only give you an Opportu- 
nity of behoiding every day freſh Marks of our Fideli- 


ty. That deſpairing Lover was incapable of making 


any Anſwer to theſe Words; and the Count 4e Salmomy, 
tho' he had reſolv'd to do as little as was poſlible to 


enhance the Grief of his Rival, had now not power | 


to retain that generous Determination ; but throwing 


himſelf at the Feet of Jſabella the Moment the Counteſs 


had left the Room, thanked the Charmer of his Soul 
for the Declaration ſhe had mude in his Favour, in Words 
ſo full of Extacy, that it ſeemed as if he had been. 
doubtful of his Happineſs till that Moment. 
HAUTERIVE had his Eyes fix'd on them with ſo 
mournful an Earneſtneſs, that the beautiful Mariana 
who was with the Counteſs when they enter'd, and 
had been preſent during this Scene, was touch'd with 
the moſt tender Concern ; and well knowing what- had 
put him in this State, cou'd not forbear interrupting a 


Contentment which ſhe ſaw gave him ſo much Pain. 


She ran to 1/abe//a, and embracing her, told her ſhe 
muſt thank her in her turn, ſince it could not be ex- 
pected but that ſhe was deeply intereſted in all that 
concern'd her Brother. This Action obliging the 
Count to riſe from the Poſture he had been in, and 
turning toward Hauterive, be beheld him rather as a 
Man dead than living ; and upbraiding himſelf for ha- 
ving been the Cauſe, by the unwary Rapture to which 


he had given a looſe, he took him in his Arms, crying, 


„My dear and generous Rival, pardon a Lover, who, 
jn his Exceſs of Happineſs forgot every Thing. 
IT is eaſy for me to pardon your Forgetfulneſs of 
me, reply'd Hauterive, fince I have forgot myſelf in a 
contrary Emotion. Ceaſe then, ſaid Iſabella, to proſe- 
cute the Cauſe of it, _ ſeeing Objects which 
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can never but contribute to your Deſpair. Content? 


yourſelf with knowing that 1 feel for you all that 
Friendſhip can inſpire ; and as your Virtue enables you 
to love your Rival, let it alſo ſerve you to overcome a 
Paſſion fo deſtructive to your own Peace, and ſo great 
an Obſtacle to the Happineſs of thoſe who are ſo dear 
to you. hs | 8 
4 Paſſion, Madam, anſwer'd he, which owes its 
Birth to you, is not ſo eaſily extinguiſh'd. That very 
Virtue in you which deſtroys my Hopes, enflames my 


Wiſhes; and that which is in myſelf, ſerves but to 


make me more wretched, by teaching me how juſt it is 


to adore you. 
love you. Theſe Words were accompany'd with a Ge- 


ſture full of Deſpair; which not being able to com- 


mand, he went out of the Room, without permitting 
the Count to attend him even to the door, and imme- 
diately took Horſe, and left the Caſtle 4e Mayrand. 

BOTH J/abella and the Count were ſenſibly touch'd 
with his Condition; but as the Misfortunes of a Rival 
ſerve only to encreaſe the Happineſs of a Lover beloy'd, 
how generous ſoever ; Salmony cou'd not grieve for thoſe 
of Hauterive, any farther, than he was compell'd to do 
ſo by the Nobleneſs of his Nature : and his own Joy 
ſoon ſurmounting all other Conſiderations, he again in- 
dulg'd the Tranſport of his Soul, and paſs'd the Re- 
mainder of the Day in a Satisfaction which he alone 
would be able to expreſs. _ | | 

BUT it was not ſo with Madam de Mayrard, the 
Courage and Reſolution of 1/abel/a had extremely diſ- 


Pleaſed her: in the firſt Emotions of her Rage, ſhe 


was about to forbid the Count de Salmony the Sight of 
his adorable Miſtreſs from that Moment; but as ſhe had 
 _ a great ſhare of good Senſe and Honour, tho" both at 

this time were blinded by the exceflive Wealth of Hau. 
terive, ſhe reflected that ſhe could not treat de Salmony 
in that manner, without incurring the juſt Reproaches 
of the whole World; and therefore contented herſelf 
with this Conſolation, that the time allow'd him to be 
abſent from his Regiment would ſhort! y be — 


a 


No, | can die, but never can ceaſe to 


r 
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and that then ſhe ſhou'd be at full liberty to bend the | 
Mind of Jabe/la, which till the diſpaired not of doing, 


when he ſhould be removed. | 


THE Count 4% Salmony, on the other hand, know- . 


ing his Reſidence in that Country could be but for 2 
ſhort time omitted not a Day paying his Viſits to 1/a- 
bella : The diſconſolate Hauterive came thither too ſome- 


time ; but theſe tender Lovers were fo cautious in their 
Behaviour in his Preſence, that he had nothing to com - 


plain of, but his own ill Fate, in compelling him to in- 
terrupt the Happineſs of thoſe whom, cou'd it have been 
purchaſed any other way, he wou'd have given the beſt 
part of his Blood. He wou'd frequently utter Words to 
this effect; which his Proceedings leaving no room to 
doubt the Truth of, made a very great Impreſſion on all 
who heard 'em. | | 
BUT of all who knew the ſad Situation of his Heart, 
none was ſo ſenſibly affected with it as Mariana; ſhe 


cou'd not forbear ayowing her Concern, and one day, in 
the preſence of her Brother, ſhe ſaid to //abe/la, that ſhe 


thought Fate was extremely unjuſt to the Merits of Hau- 
terive, and that ſo many Perfections as he was Maſter of, 
ought to have intitled him rather to the utmoſt Felicities, 
than the Misfortunes he bad but too much reaſon to 
complain of, 


HO W, Siſter, reply'd the Count, does the ill For- 


tune of my Rival occaſion in you more regret, than 
my Happineſs gives you Pleaſure ; wou'd you buy his 
Contentment at the price of my Life? No, certainly, 


cry'd ſhe ; and if I offer up any Prayers to Heaven for 


him, it is not for what wou'd oppoſe your Satisfaction. 
But how is it poſſible, again demanded he, that you can 


wiſh his Happineſs, without deſiring my Ruin? Very 


eaſily , reſumed ſhe, with the moſt charming Spright- 
lineſs ; I wiſh that he might ceaſe to love Jabella, and 
that his Heart might be inſpir'd with a Paſſion for ſome 
other, who being unprepoſſeſs'd, might know what is 


the Due of Merits ſuch as his. She had no ſooner ſpoke 


theſe Words, than her whole Face was tinctur'd with a 
roſy Hue; which 1/abe//a perceiving, and a thouſand 
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things occurring that moment to her remembrance, teſti- 
fying the Concern this young Beauty had expreſs'd for 
the Sufferings of Hauterive, made her preſently aſſured 
the took a greater Intereſt in his Fortune, than-poſlibly 
ſhe was herſelf yet ſenſible of; and looking earneſtly 
on her, No Perſon in the World, faid ſhe, is more ca- 
pable to inſpire him with ſuch Sentiments than yourſelf, 
my dear Mariana ; and I am perſuaded, that if he knew 
the leaſt of your's, thoſe he has for me wou'd immedi- 


diately vaniſh. 


BECAUSE I bluſh, reply'd Mariana, ſmiling, 
you imagine preſently that you read in my Heart ny 
which are not there. But I aſſure you, I am very far 
from feeling for him any part of that Attachment I 
ſee between my Brother and you : however, I do not 
believe you will blame me for confeſſing, that his uncom- 


mon Merits have made me ſet a higher Value on him, 


than on any Man [I have yet ſeen. 
NO, cry'd the Count, and I ſhould believe there 
was nothing wanting to my Happineſs, cou'd I once be- 
hold you the Object of his Defires, This was not 
the only Converſation they had on this Subject; and 
the beautiful Mariana, by being accuſtomed to hear the 
two Perſons in the World moſt dear to her, wiſh ſhe - 
might make an Impreſſion on Hauterive, became inſen- 
fibly to wiſh it herſelf ; and, in fine, to know that 
_ Love, which ſhe had till now taken only for E- 
em. ; 8 
- BUT now the time prefix d for the Departure of 
Salmony approach'd, and the Thoughts of it anticipa- 
ted the Melancholy ſuch a Separation muſt naturally 


occaſion. The Counteſs ſaw the wiſh'd-for Moment with 


Joy, Hauterive without Hope, and the two Lovers with 
an inexpreſſible Grief : but Fate was preparing for them 
ſomething more terrible, and one Night made a cruel 
Change in the Deſigns of both the one and the other. 

A Man named Ga/a, born at Marſeilles, who had been 
formerly a Domeſtick of the Count de Mayrand, being 
ſome time ſince taken Priſoner by a Corſair of —_ 
| 1 8 oun 


„5 - 
found his Captivity fo rigorous, that, to relieve himſelf 


from it, he renounced the Chriſtian Faith, and embra- 


ced that of the Mabometan, This Apoſtacy render'd 
him ſo dear te his Patron, that from his Servant he be- 
came his Friend, and was made by him Commander of 
a Veſſel : he went ſeveral Voyages, and returned with 
great Succeſs, cruizing about the Coaſts of Provence 
and Languedoc, which Ports he was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with. Being to go out again, he bethought himſelf 


of the Caſtle 4e Mayrand, in which he had fo long lived. 
He doubted not of gaming a confiderable Booty, in caſe 
he cou'd ſurprize it; and remembring the Avenue to it 


from the Sea, he landed under the ſhelter of the Night ; 
and poſting ſome Men well arm'd at convenient diſtances 


to give notice of the approach of any body that way, 


went directly to the great Gate, accompany'd by thirty 
of his Crew, Wretches ſtanch in Murder, and who, by 
a long habit of Cruelty, had thrown off all that was 
humane in them. . | 
THE Caftle, tho' well defended from Robbers on all 
the other ſides, was little fortify'd towards the Sea, as 
apprehending no danger from that Quarter ; and this 
bloody Band eaſily forced their Way into the outer 
Court, where ſome of the Servants being lodg'd had 
their Throats cut, without the leaſt warning of their 
Fate. All within the inner Apartments were buried in 
the moſt profound Sleep, when the Noiſe the Aſſai- 
lants made in entering awaked them, in a Fright which 
is not to be deſerib'd: The wicked Ga/a flew directly 
to the Chamber where lay the Counteſs, and having ſe- 
cured her, proceeded to that of 7/abe/la and Mariana, 
chaining all thoſe Ladies, with fifteen Women Attendants ; 
aſter having murder'd all the Male Domeſticks, they 


plunder d the Caſtle of every thing that was valuable in 


it, laying the rick Furniture on Horſes, which they pro- 
vided themſelves with out of the Stables, and then, with 
their Priſoners and Booty, took their Way to the Sea-fide, 
where lay the Veſfel, in which they embarked with the 
utmoſt Expedition.” „ 
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NOR were they a moment too. ſoon in the diſ- 
patch of this villanous Enterprize : a Shepherd, who 
was watching his Flock on a high Mountain near the 
Caſtle de Mayrand, perceived, in the cloſe of the Day, a 
Veſſel riding near the Coaſt, as did alſo the Watchman 
belonging to the Caſtle ; bat both the one and the other 


miſtook it for a Bark belonging to Fiſhermen, till the 


Noiſe of Forcing the Gates being heard by the Shep- 
herd, made him ſuſpe& fome Part of the Truth : on 
which he ran immediately to the Caſtle de Salmony, and 
awaked the Count, letting him know the Cauſe of this 
Ingekon, N 111 T 
TH O' it was impoſſible for him to comprehend the 


worſt of this Adventure, yet to be told that I/ſabella was 


in any danger, was ſufficient to animate a Lover ſo faith- 


ful as Salmony ; he preſently had all his Men in arms, 


and well mounted, he rode, or rather flew to the Caſtle 
de Mayrand, where the frightful Solitude, the Carnage, 
and the ſtripp'd Chambers inform'd him but too fully of 
his Misfortune ; he waſted not the Time, however, in un- 
availing Complaint, but ran to the Sea-ſide, where he ar- 


_ rived the Moment thoſe Wretches had weigh'd Anchor, 


The Dawn of Day rendering Objects diſtinguiſhable, he 


there beheld the Ladies on the Deck ; and being near e- 


nough to have his Voice heard, he cried out to Gaſa to 


releaſe the Priſoners, and he ſhould make his own Terms 


for their Ranſom. N | | 
BUT ſuch Offers, tho! made by the Count in the 
preſent Diſtraction of his Soul, cou'd not expect to be 
received; Ga/a knew very well, that had he turned 
back, the Ranſom of his Priſoners muſt have been a 
Gibbet for himfelf and Followers. and therefore gave no 
other Anſwer to the Words of Salnony, than a diſcharge 
of his Guns, with which two of the Perſons who had 
accompany'd the Count were kill'd, and himſelf re- 
ceived a Bullet in his Shoulder, which made him fall 
motionleſs, and in all appearance dead. The Cries 


which /abel/a and Mariana ſent forth at this Spectacle, 


wou'd have touch'd any other Hearts than thoſe who 


now had the Diſpoſal of them; but theſe Barbarians were 
| inflexible 
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inflexible to all, and the Winds favouring the proſpe- 
rous Miſchief, ſo fil'd their Sails, that they ſoon loſt 
ſight of Languedoc. | DE | 

THE Troop of Count Sa/mory, perceiving there was 
no Remedy for this Misfortune, bent their whole Cares 
for his Recovery, who they found was not dead: and 
having carry'd him to the Caſtle de Mayrand, the Sur- 
geons who dreſs'd his Wound told them, there was yet 
no certain Judgment to be form'd concerning the Dan- 
ger of it ; but they were the more apprehenſive, 
when, having recover'd him from the Swoon he had 
long lain in, he fell into ſuch violent Tranſports of 
mingled Grief and Rage, as might have been able of 
themſelves to have deſtroyed his Life without the Aſſi- 
ſtance of ſo terrible a Hurt. 5 

THIS unhappy Accident being. ſoon divulged, 
there ſeemed to be a Strife between all the Nobility and 
Gentry of thoſe Parts, who ſhould moſt contribute to 
give him Conſolation in ſo fad an Exigence ; but he who 
bore the Prize, was > Hauterive. This Friend and Riyal 
quitted him neither Night nor Day, adminiſtring to 
him every thing he took with his own hand, and 
omitted nothing for the Re-eſtabliſhment both of his 
Mind and Body, that could be expected from the moſt 
tender Brother. Sa/mony found himſelf under ſuch 
Obligations to his zealous Cares, that tho' he wiſhed 
to die, he could not be ſo ungrateful as to attempt any 
Thing which ſhould render them fruitleſs; and when- 
ever overcome by the violenc® of his Deſpair, he would 
refuſe thoſe Things which were neceſſary for the Reco- 
very of his Health; You muſt live, my dear Count! 
ſaid Hauterive, you muſt live, to deliver 7/zbe//a, and 
to receive the Crown of your Fidelity, by a happy 
Marriage with her; and you muſt alſo live to ac- 
knowledge the Endeavours of the unfortunate Hau- 
terive. | FE | 
YOU flatter me with Hopes, replied Sa/mony, with 
a Voice all languiſhing, which my Reaſon will not 
permit me to entertain; but ſince my Life is neceſſary 
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to onable me to return ſome part of the Favours you 
have confer'd upon me, do with me what you pleaſe, 
I conſent to prolong a Breath which brings no other 
advantage with it, than the pleaſure of obliging _ 

'TWAS in this manner theſe generous Rivals teſti - 
fied the mutual Regard they had for each other, which 
by the Novelty of it, ſurprized and charm'd all who 
were Witneſſes of it, during the firſt Days of Sa/mony's 
Indiſpoſition; but when he was thought out of dan- 
ger, and appeared ſomething more tranquil in his 
Mind than he had been, he took an Opportunity of 
communicating to him a Deſign he had formed; and 
fitting on the Bed-fide by him; As you are not in a 
Condition to travel, my dear Salnony, ſaid he, and 
according to all appearance, cannot be of a long time. 
J have reſclved to take a Voyage for the Delivery of 
Labella; and have already wrote to the Court to ob- 
| tain permiſſion to leave the Kingdom for ſome Months; 
which as I doubt not of procuring, I have regulated my 
Affairs in ſuch a manner as will enable me to redeem 
Madam and Madamoiſelle 4e Mayrand, with your charm- 
ing Siſter, and all the Captives taken from this Caſtle. 
1 ſhould have been glad you could have been Partner 
in this Voyage; but as that is impoſſible, you muſt 
reſolve to ſee me go without you, as ſoon as 1 receive 
an Anſwer from the Court: But be aſſured that I ſhall 
take no advantage from the Service I am going to ren- 
der Jabella, nor will ever, mention my unhappy Paſſion 
till 1 have reſtored her to Wks full Liberty of purſuing 
her Inclinations. This I ſwear by every Thing a Man of 
Honour has to hope or fear ; and I flatter my ſelf that 
you have a good Opinion enough of me to give credit 
to my Faith, when ſo ſolemnly given. i 

THE Count was ſo charm'd with this Reſolution of 
Hauterive, and the delightful Hope of ſeeing Jſabella 
again, that for ſome Moments he forgot it was to his 
Rival he was to owe the Obligation; and looking on 
him on this occaſion, only as the deareſt of his Friends, 
he thanked him a thouſand times over, for having _ 

| | uc 
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ſuch a Reſolution, andas often conjured him to tet no- 


thing prevent the Execution of it. | 
A few Days ſucceeding this, in which Hauterive had 


declared his Intention, he received an Anſwer from 
the Court, with permiſſion to go whereſoever he plea- 
ſed, Having ſettled every thing before-hand, he de- 
parted immediately, taking leave of no Perſon: but the 
Count de Salnony, who embraced him tenderly with 


theſe Words: I have a thouſand Things within me, | 


ſtruggling for vent, ſaid he, but I cannot reſolve to ſuſ- 
pect your Friendſhip er your Honour. I underſtand 
you, replied Hauterive, you fear to exact too much from 
your unhappy Friend; but I beg you for the ſake of 
your own Repoſe, as well as for that of the eſteem I 
would maintain in your Heart, to reſt ſecure that I 
will a& in every thing as a Perſon- no more intereſted 
in the Freedom of 7/abe//a, than that of Madam de 
Mayrand, or your Siſter the beautiful Mariana. After 
this they embraced a ſecond time, and Hauterive began 
his Journey to Marſeilles, where he was oblig'd to wait 
a conſiderable time for his Paſſport : 'They told him 
here, that there was a Few at Leghorn, to whom the 
Regent of A/gier had given a great number of blank 
Paſſports to be fill'd up at his Diſcretion ; he was there- 
fore adviſed to go directly thither. Accordingly he 
embarked, and had a very ſhort and fortunate Pailage : 
At his arrival he was ſoon conducted to the Houſe of 
Sacerdoty, where he acquainted him with his Name, 
Quality, and the Motives of his Voyage. The Jew 
lined with Attention, and having accepted all that 
the Generoſity of Hauterive offer'd him, aſſured him 
of doing every thing in his power to facilitate his 
Enterprize. As a proof of what heſaid, he immediate- 
ly gave him the Paſſport he deſired, accompany'd with 
Letters to the Regent of A/zier, and to ſeyeral Correſ- 
pondents he had in that Place : And having fortunately 
a Ship juſt ready to ſet ſail, Hauterive embraced the 
lucky Opportunity, and the Wind ſerving, went aboard 
the next Day. | | 
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BUT while the Intereſts of 1/2be//a thus employed 
her Lover, that unhappy Lady was in Difficulties more 
dreadful than could be imagined either by Hauterive or 
de Salmony. The perfidious Gaſa well knowing all this 
illuſtrious Family retain'd ſome kind of Conſideration 
for them, never ſeparating /abe//a and Mariana from 
the Counteſs de Mayrand, and treated them with more 
Reſpect than could be expected from à Man of his 
Profeſſion ; but 'tis more than probable this Behaviour 
was excited leſs by Good-Nature than his own In- 
tereſt, the Grief of theſe Ladies being ſo violent, that 
he juſtly feared Death would deprive him of the 
great Sums he expected to get for the diſpoſal of 
them, and therefore endeavour'd by all the means 
he could to render their Captivity leſs irkſome, 
during their Voyage, deſigning to expaſe them to Sale, 
as ſoon as they ſhould arrive at A{gier : But in ſpite of 
all his care, the Counteſs was ſeized with a Malady 
which made all about her juſtly deſpair ſhe would be 
able, conſidering how far ſhe was advanced in Years, 
ever to recever. As the two young Beauties were one 
day weeping by her; Ceaſe to lament, ſaid ſhe, tis I 
who am the cauſe of your Misfortune : *Tis for this 
I have drawn down the Wrath of Heaven on me, and 
"tis for that I am every moment reproaching my {elf 

— TI would have tore you from the deſerving, the 
faithful Salmomy: I contriv'd all manner of Impedi- 
ments to part you, when 1 ſhould have contributed to 
your Union in purſuance of your Father's Will, and 
my own promiſe -.. *Tis a Happineſs I now deſpair 
of, ſeeing Death will ſhortly take from me the power 

—— But as for you, hope every thing from the pro- 

tecting Hand of Heaven, ſomething within informs me 
that Sa/mony is ſtill living; and if ſo, I doubt not but 
he will ſoon find the Means of redeeming you. I de- 
fire no more than to be forgiven. This Tenderneſs, 

and the ſad Condition Madam the Counteſs was in, 
made Jſabella and Mariana almoſt diſſolve in Tears, 
they did every thing in their Power to conſole her, but 
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in vain; and ſhe died when they were in fight of Al. 


gier, leaving theſe young Ladies ſo wholly taken up 


with Grief for her Loſs, as for a while made them 


forget even the Horror of the Captivity they were go- 
ing to enter into, and the juſt Apprehenſions of what 
Treatment they might find from thoſe Barbarians. 
BEING landed in Algier. the cruel Gaſa without 
the leaſt remorſe for what he had done, or was about 
to do, expoſed to ſale the two beautiful Slaves, and 


received for them a very conſiderable Sum of a young 
Tur called Zelim Son of a Renegado of Province; which 


Country daily ſends forth ſo many Apoſtates from the 
Chriſtian Faith, that nothing is more common than 
to hear the very Children, when chaſtiſed by their Pa- 
rents, cry they will go to Turkey, and be made Mabo- 
metans ; and this they frequently dd. 
ZELIM found ſo many Charms in his fair Slaves, 
that he repented not of the purchaſe he had made, 


and judging by their Air and Deportment that they 


were Perſons of Quality, cauſed them to be treated 
with Reſpett. He had placed them in a Houſe which 
his Father had built after the manner of the modern 
Architecture, and had every thing about it to render 
it pleaſant and commodious ; here he placed Perſons to 
attend them, and gave ſtrict Orders that nothing but 
Liberty ſhould be refuſed them. As he was of a Diſ- 
pofition more humane than moſt of his Country, and 


alſo expected a very great Ranſom for them, he was 


ſenſibly affected with their Griefs, and permitted them 
to write to their Friends, Theſe Letters were ſent by 
the way of Leghorn, and happened to be directed to the 


care of that ſame Few to whom Hauterive had addreſs'd 


himſelf. . | | 
MADAMOISELLES de Mayrand and de Salmony 
began now to think their Captivity would not be fo 


rigorous as they had apprehended ; and this good Uſage 


of Zelim's would very much have abated their Me- 
lancholy, could they have entertained the leaſt hope 
of the Count being ſtill number'd with the Living: 

_ | but 
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but as often as they reflected on his Death, and the 
manner of it, they relapſed into the moſt violent De- 
ſpair, eſpecially Jſabella; ſo much is Lowe above Na- 
ture, that it compelled her to ſay, if Sa/mony were 
dead, ſhe wiſhed not to be relieved from Slavery, for 
Liberty had nothing in it could allay her Sorrows for 
ſo terrible a Loſs. But whatever her Paſſion might at 
that mw ſuggeſt, ſhe was ſoon after of a contrary Opi- 
nion, and thought nothing ſo t an Evil as being in 
the Power of Le. 1 | m_ wits 
— THIS Twr4 could not ſo frequently gaze on the 
Beauties of 7/abe//a, without feeling their ordinary 
Effects; and if his Pity, join'd to the Self-intereſt of 
preſerving the Lives of two ſuch illuſtrious Captives, 
had before made him treat them with all kind of Indul- 
gence and Reſpect, a ſtronger and a more violent Paſſi - 
on now obliged him to ſtudy nothing but the means 
of pleaſing the adorable 7/abe//a. But as he loved, he 
alſo reſpected her, and that Reſpe& kept him from 
declaring himſelf too ſuddenly : He therefore ſought 
firſt to engage her Friendſhip and Eſteem by magnifi- 
cent Preſents, Treats, Balls, Muſick, and whatever he 
thought might charm the Senſe of this young Beauty: 
in fine, the Aſſiduities he paid were ſuch as might 
eaſily be ſuſpeted from what ſource they ſprung. 
Mariana, as moſt at liberty to examine them, perceived 
it firſt, and having made 7/abe//a partake of her Con- 
jectures, that reſolute Lady was moſt cruelly alarmed 
but took a ſolemn Vow, rather to kill herſelf than 
ſuffer the leaſt indignity to be offer'd to her Honour. 
Nor was it long before ſhe found that ſhe ſtood in need 
of all her Courage; for Zelim perceiving his Gallan- 
tries had but little effect, determined to diſcoyer his 
Paſſion more plainly, imagining that every Thing 
might be permitted him with a Slave, and condemn- 
ing his own timidity, which had ſo long reſtrain'd 
his Tongue. With this Intention we went one Day 
to their Apartment, and looking on Jſabella, with Eyes 
in which twas eaſy to read what paſs'd in his Heart, 
| | 3 I repent, 
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I repent, ſaid he, that I permitted you to write for 


your Ranſom, fince, were the Treaſures of all France 


 offer'd me in Exchange for you, they would not have 


Power enough to prevail on me to reftore you. Nay, 
continued he, I am ſo far from being able to live 


without you, that I am reſolved to make you mine by 


Marriage. I flatter my felf ſuch a Propoſal will not 


be difagreeable to you : I have Riches ſufficient to 
put you in Poſſeſſion of every thing you can defire, 


_ Love enough to make you the entire Miſtreſs of all 
have, | | 
SCARCE could Jabella contain herfelf at this in- 


ſolent Diſcourſe ; but reflecting that ſhe was in his 


power, her Diſcretion got the better of her Reſentment, 


' and ſhe choſe rather to ſoften than provoke him. I am 
| perſuaded, ſaid ſhe, that ſuch an offer would appear 


extremely advantageous to any other, but the ſtate 
am in compels me to refuſe it. I have been long ſince 


contraſted by the moſt ſolemn Engagements to the 


Brother of this amiable Lady, who is here pattaker of 
that Captivity, nothing but your generoſity could have 

render'd ſupportable : My Religion therefore, and the 
Laws of my Country not permitting me to give my 
Faith to any other, I hope you will never a& towards 


me in a manner, which ſhall oblige me to repent the 


Eſteem I have conceived for you But if you ſhould, 
added ſhe, after a little Pauſe, be afſur'd, I am enough 
ſenſible of what is owing to my Sex and Birth, to en- 


able me to preſerve my our, by giving my ſelf 


Death before your Eyes. | | 
SHE pronounced theſe laſt Words with a tone, which 


convinced Zelim ſhe had Courage enough to execute 


what ſhe threatned ; and as preſumptuous as he was, 


made him ſee nothing was to be won by Violence; 


he cenſider'd alfo, that if there was no poſlibility of 
gaining her, it were better to have a great Sum for 
her Ranſom than to loſe all by her Death. He was 


not without hope, however, that the countinuance of 


his Aſſiduities might win her in time to recede from her 
| | Conſtancy 
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Conſtancy to the former Lover ; and, throwing off all 
that boldneſs he had aſſumed for the Explanation of his 
Paſſion, I beſeech you, Madam, ſaid he, not to ima- 
gine, I in the leaſt depended on the Power I have over 
you, ar ever ſhall make any other uſe of it than ſuch 
as you ſhall approve: the only means I ſhall-put in 


practice to gain you, ſhall be my Submiſſions and my 


Conſtancy, and as I ſee I have offended, ſhall Iay this 


Puniſhment on my ſelf to guit your, Preſence, nor pre- 


ſume to return without having firſt obtained your Per- 
miſſion. OR 

WITH theſe Words he went out of the Room, 
leaving Jabella extremely ſatisfied with this good Ef- 
fect of her Moderation, and believing it beſt to perſiſt 


in it, gave him leave to viſit her again on his entreat- 


ing it; he, on the other hand, obſerved fo ſtri a De- 
corum, that his Eyes only diſcover'd he had ftill the 
ſame Violence of Paſſion that his Tongue had lately de- 
clared. But the Slaves he had given her for Attendants, 


. were continually entertaining her with the great Riches 
and Merits of their Lord, the conſiderable Employments 


he had in the Regency, and the many Heroic Actions he 
had done; all which ſerved only to fill /abel/a with the 
utmoſt contempt for the Baſeneſs of thoſe Women, who 


' being moſt of them Prowincials, had no more Virtue and 


Spirit than to become Slaves voluntary to the Enemies 
of their Religion and their Country. _ 

THINGS were in this Situation when Hauterive 
arrived at Algier : He had ſtrong Recommendations from 
Sacerdoty, to a Few called Salem, and thro? his Intereſt, 
was ſo much befriended, that he immediately gained 
Intelligence of every thing he deſired to know. They 
went together to the Houſe of Selim, and the Few hav- 
ing informed him of their Buſineſs, offer'd a very great 
Ranſom for 1/abe/la and Mariana; but he ſeem'd loth 


to hold diſcourſe on that Article; and when Hauterive 


preſs'd the Matter, and added conſiderably to the Sum 
propoſed by the Few, he told them, at laſt, that all 
they could ſay would be ineffectual, for he had reſolved 


1 81 
to ſend theſe Slaves to the Grand Seignior's Seraglio, aa 
it was his Duty te do, on account of thir extraordinary 
Beauty. 5 | OS EI 
THESE Words were like a clap of Thunder to the 
amorous Hayterive ; he could not reſtrain the Anguiſh 
of his Soul from breaking forth thro' his Eyes, and this 
it was that made the quickſighted Zelim refuſe him 
the Privilege of ſeeing the Priſoners eaſily diſcover- 
ing he loved by his Emotions, and doubting not it was 
1/abella who had charmed him ; and that he was the 
favour'd Lover for whoſe ſake ſhe had been deaf to his 
Pretenſions, He therefore diſpatch'd them with no 0- 
ther Anſwer, than ſuch as almoſt diſtracted Hauteriwve. 
Salem, who ſaw his deſpair, told him, that nothing was 
more common than for the Turks to behave in the manner 
Zielim had done, thinking by that Menace to enhance 
the Ranſom of their Captives ; but bid him take Com- 
fart, for he would contrive ſome means for the Delive- 
rance of theſe Ladies, if he impeded not his deſigns by 
any act of Impatience. Hauterive was ſenſibly touch'd 
with the good Nature of this Jew, and promiſed to be 
guided by him in every thing. __ 
THIS Viſit had given Zelim little leſs diſquiet, and 
with good Reaſon, aſſuring himſelf that the Know- 
ledge of it would add, not only to the indifference 
of Jabella for him, but alſo to her Melancholy, re- 
ſolved to keep it a ſecret from her; but in ſpite of the 
Care he took, a young Slave, whom Mariana by her 
good Humour, and Generoſity, had engag'd very much 
in her Intereſt, diſcover'd to her, that a French Gen- 
tleman had been to treat with her Maſter concerning 
her Ranſom, and that of Jabella; but entreated her 
not to reveal what ſhe had told; becauſe, as Zelim had 
commanded none ſhould ſpeak of it, he would not fail 
to take away her Life for her Infidelity. Mariana eaſily 
atisfied all her Fears as to that Point, and obliging her 
to deſcribe as near as ſhe could the Features and Shape 
of this Gentleman, the Slave anſwer'd ia ſuch a manner, 
as aſſured her it could be no other than Hauterive. 
| |  _MARIANA 
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” MARIANA was ſufficiently acquainted with the 


_ diſcretion of 7/zbe//a, to know it would be no breach of 


her promiſe to the Slave to inform her of this Adven- 
ture; which as ſoon as ſhe had done, that beautiſul 
Lady was touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude for 
the Generofity of Hanterive ; but at the ſame. time, 
as this News more convinc'd her of the Death of the 
Count de Salmony, by his not having accompany'd 
that obliging Rival, ſhe fell into ſuch Agonies of Grief, 
that Nature too weak to ſuſtain them, refuſed her Aid, 
and the oppreſsd 7/abella fell ſwooning into the Arms 
of Mariana ; who frighted d meaſure at this ſud- 
den accident, ſhriek'd out for the Women to come to 


her Affiſtanco, and they were all employ'd in endea- 


vouring to recover her when Zelim enter'd the Room. 
So unexpected a Sight put him into the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation ; he demanded of Mariana a thouſand times the 


| Cauſe, but ſhe was able to anſwer him no otherwiſe than 


by her Tears. 

_ AT length, J/abella having open'd her Eyes, caſt 
them on the Earth with ſo languiſhing and dying an 
Air, that the Fear of loſing her, chang'd all the Reſo- 
lutions Zelim had form'd ; and beginning to imagine, 
that by ſome accident ſhe bad diſcover*'d what be had 
endeayour'd to conceal, thought now to make a Merit 
of revealing it. I came, ſaid he, approaching her, to 
inform you, that there are People in Algier, who have 
offer'd me conſiderable Sums for your Ranſom, and that 


done of them is of your own Country: but you are not 


in a Condition now to liſten to the Reaſons which obli- 
ged me to refuſe their propoſals. Mariana, perceiving 


that /abells made no reply, ſpoke in this Manner: 


Theſe Accidents: in a Captivity, ſuch as ours, ſaid ſhe, 
have nothing extraordinary in them; but methinks, 
it is much more amazing, that you, who pretend to love 
Jabella, can chuſe rather to ſee her die, than at liberty; 
the Indiſpoſition ſhe labours under is occafioned only by 
the cruel Idea of being for ever depriv'd of ſeeing all 
thoſe of her own Country. 75 
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I love her enough, reply'd the Turk, to give her 
that Satisfaction immediately, were I affur'd, that the 
Frenchman who is here now, were any other than your 
Brother. | | 8 
AT theſe Words, Mariana, pretending an Ignorance 
of every thing, cry'd out, what ſort of a Man is he? 
The Picture of Ze/im made of him in his Deſcription, 
confirm'd what they before imagin'd, that it was 
really Hauterive ; on which, No, faid Mariana, this 
cannot be my Brother ; but, I believe, he is a Perſon of 
Condition in our Province, whom Generofity alone has 
brought for the Redemption of two miſerable Captives, 
and you would confer an Obligation on me, which 1 
ſhould be ever ready to acknowledge, if you would per- 
mit me to entertain him. The Tuzr4, after having given 
himſelf a Moment's Time for Reflection, conſented to 
what ſhe deſir'd, and ſent immediate Word to the Few 
and Hauterive, that if they pleaſed they might have free 
leave to viſit the Ladies, | | 
BUT he no fooner heard they were below, than he 
took them into a private Room, and declar'd to them 
his true Intentions ; adding, that it wou'd be in vain for 
them to think of redeeming IJſabella, but if they would 
forward his Defire with her, he would reſign to them 
Mariana without Ranſom, and it was en this Condition 
only, he told them, that he would conſent, to an Inter- 
view, Hauterive, who was impatient to ſee Jabella by 
any means, ſeem'd to agree to what he ſaid, and they 
were then conducted to the Apartment, where they were 
expected by 1/abel/a and Mariana. | 
THE fight of Hauterive renewing the Remembrance 
of the Count de Salmony, had thrown I1/abe//a into the 
condition ſhe had but lately been recover'd from, had 
not her Griefs found yent in Tears, which poured in 
great abundance from her Eyes, while ſhe receiv'd the 
Salutations of that faithful Lover, who afterwards paid 
his Compliments to Mariana ; and there was ſomething 
ſo mournful in this meeting, that Sighs were for ſome 
Moments the only Language any of them could * 
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uſe of. Jabella, at laſt, overcoming thoſe violent Emo- 
tions, which had depriv'd her of Speech, thank'd Hau- 
teri ve, in the moſt obliging Terms, for the Pains he had 
taken for her; and told him, that in ſpite of her indif. 


. ference for Life, after the loſſes ſhe had ſuſtain'd, ſhe 


could not avoid being ſenſible of what he had undertaken 


for her Deliverance. 


THESE Words giving him a Suſpicion, that ſhe 
thought the Count had periſh'd by that Wound they 
ſaw him receive, he delay'd not to free her from an 
Error, ſo fatal to her Repoſe. If the loſs of Madam 
de Mayrand, reply'd he, and your Liberty, makes Life 
ſeem a burthen to you, at preſent ;- yet Madam ! you 
ought to remember there is a Perſon not leſs dear to 
you, who could not ſurvive your Death. The Count. 
de Salmony has a right to expect you ſhould live for 
him; and if you think the little I have done, or. ſhall 


be able to do, either for you or him, merits your 
| Regard, you cannot contemn Life, without injuring 


the Gratitude you are pleaſed to expreſs far my Ser- 
vices. Te 
HOW! cry'd the beautiful Mariana, does then my 
Brother live ! On which Hauterive recounted all that 
had befallen him, concealing nothing of his deſpair, and 
the impoſſibility it would have been to have prevail'd 
on him to have outliv'd the loſs of Jabella, had not his 
Cares, and the Aſſurance he gave him of undertaking 
ſomething for her Deliverance, made him liſten to the 
Pleas of Self- preſervation. This little Hiſtory excited 
Millions of Acclamations from the two fair Captives; 
which being a little over, Hawterive proceeded to inform 
them of the Converſation he had with the Turk, and the 
Conditions on which he obtain'd Permiſſion to enter- 
tain them. | „„ 

HE had no ſooner mention'd the offer of Zelim to 
reſtore Mariana without Ranſom, than ſhe ery'd out, 


with a Gaiety, which, till then had long been a Stranger 


to her Voice and Eyes: No, I will never conſent to 


that Article, Liberty is not ſo precious to me as to 


make 


rw; 2 


make me wiſh the Enjoyment of it without Vabella, 


and I will never abandon her, tho' I ſhould. be con- 
ſtrain'd to become the Wife of a Turk too. Neither 
Jabella nor Hauterive could forbear ſmiling at this lit- 


tle ſally ; but as the Time was precious, they employ'd 


the remaining part of this Viſit in conſulting what was 
beſt to be done, and it was concluded among them, that 


Mademoiſelle 4e Mayrand ſhould continue to treat Ze- 


lim with her uſual cool Civility, and that Hauterive 


ſhould give him hope, that Time and Aſſiduity might 


vanquiſh her Reſiſtance; and that while they amuſed 
him in this manner, the Few, Salem, ſhould make 


uſe of his Intereſt with the Regency to force him to re- 


ſtore her, Every thing being thus agreed on, they took 
leave, that too long a Converſation might not give oc- 
caſion of Suſpicion ; and the Few and Hauterive rela- 
ting the matter to Zelim, as it had been reſolved, he 
gave them a very magnificent Collation, aſſuring Haute- 
rive, that if Jabella grew more ſoftned by his Words, 
there was nothing he would not do to recompenſe ſo 
great an Obligation. | 

THIS perfectly generous Rival, exactly maintain'd 
the Promiſe he had made the Count at parting, and tho' 


having gain'd the Confidence of Zelim, he was per- 


mitted to viſit, as often as he pleas'd, the Charmer of 
his Heart, yet did he never in the leaſt make any men- 
tion of his own Paſſion, but conjur'd her to live and 


reward that of de Salmony. He alſo wrote him from 


time to time a faithful Account of every Thing that 
paſſed ; the Jew ſending his Letters under cover to his 
Friend Sacerdoty at Leghorn, who from thence tranſ- 
mitted them to France. A conſiderable Timeelapſed in 
this manner without being able to do any thing for the 
delivery of 1/abella ; and Zelim perceiving no change 
in his favour from the Behaviour of that Lady, began 
to ſuſpect Hauterive had not dealt with him as ſin- 
cerely as he expected, and reſolving to be ſatisfy d, 
conceal'd himſelf, when he knew of his coming, in a 
Cloſet where he could hear diſtinctly every thing. Ten 
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this little Company imagined not they had ſo dangerous 
a Witneſs, they communicated their Thoughts with the' 
utmoſt Freedom to each other. Z7/abe//a ſaid to Hay. 
teri ve, that ſhe could no longer ſupport the cruel con- 
ſtraint ſhe was under, in being oblig'd to liſten to the o- 
dious Addreſſes ofa Turk ; and that if her Enlargement 
N very ſoon effected, it would be prevented by her 


HAUTERIJV E entreated ſhe would not yet pro- 
ceed to any thing that might drive Zelim to extremes, 
telling her it was Patience and Time alone muſt do their 
Work; and then informed her, that Father / Vacber, 

Conſul of the French at Algier, had promiſed to uſe his 
utmoſt Intereſt with the Baſſaw, to oblige Aelim to reſtore 
her for a Reaſonable Ranſom. | 
T THE Turk loſt all Patience at this Diſcourſe, and 
flying out of his Concealment, utter'd a thouſand Re- 
proaches on the Perfidy, as he term'd it, of Hauterive; 
and told J/abe//a, that ſhe had now no other Remed} 
but to reſolve to yield to his Deſires, for Liberty was 
what ſhe muſt never hope for. Aſter this, he deſired 
Hauterive to quit his Houſe that moment, and to re- 
turn to it no more. Tis eaſy to conceive the Indig- 
nation Hauterive was inflamed with; but being infi- 
nitely too weak of himſelf to oppoſe Zelim and his Re- 
tinue, which on occaſion were within Call, he was 
compell'd to ſubmit, and fearing for Jſabella, he had 
again recourſe to Diſſimulation; and taking Zelim aſide, 
he laboured all he could to perſuade that Turk he had 
not ſpoken in that manner, but to prevent any Vio- 
lence he was apprehenfive /abe/la might offer to her 
own Life. But all this was without effect, and he was 
not able to prevail on him to ſuffer his Admittance any 


more. 

NOR had the Few been more ſucceſsful in his En- 
deavours: Father le Vacher had indeed greatly influenc'd 
the Baſſaw, but tho' he ſent ſeveral times to Zelim, and 
the King of Algier alſo required him to deliver his Cap- 
tives, yet not at all the Authority of the one or the other 
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was ſufficient to obtain it of him: his great Credit and 


Intimacy with Mzzemorte, General of all the Land and 

Sea Forces, enabled him either to oppoſe or elude: the 

Efforts of the Conſul. 92 5 
HAUTERIVE was in the moſt cruel Deſpair 


when the A/perines receiv'd News that Lewis XIV. had 


taken a Reſolution to chaſtiſe the inſolence of theſe Cor- 
fairs, who were continually making Deſcents on the 


Coaſts of Languedoc and Provence, carrying away the In- 


habitants, and making them Slaves, plundering the Coun- 
try, taking the Ships, and by that means deſtroying the 
French Commerce with the Levant ; that for this purpoſe 
he had equip'd a ſtrong Fleet which was now ready to 
ſet fail, and theſe Tydings being confirm'd from all Parts, 
every body was employ d in putting the City in a Poſture 
of Defence, Freſh Intelligence of this approaching Miſ- 
fortune arriving every Day, Hauteri ue was ſoon inform'd 
that his moſt CHriſtian Majeſty had nominated Monfieur 
the Marquiſs de 2ze/ne, Vice-Admiral of France, for 
this Expedition, and began on hearing this to entertaia 
new Hopes of-having it ſtill in his power to be of ſervice 
to 1/abella. 


TH E very Name of this Marquiſs fill'd all Agi, 


with Terror, they could not forget how fatal he bad 


formerly been to them, nor that in the preceding Year 
he had deſtroy'd a great number of their Veſſels in dif- 


ferent Encounters, and that he had purſued ſome belong - 
ing to Tripoly, who unable to get into that Harbour took 
refuge in that of Scios, which is an Iſland of the Arcbipe- 


lago, under the Dominion of the Grand Signior, and for- 


ted by the Turks ever ſince So/yman the Magnificent 
made a Conqueſt of it from the Genoe/e. 


TH E Corſairs hoped to avoid the Reſentment of the 


King in this IHhlum, where they were under the Protecti- 
on of the Grand Signior, and had the Promiſe of Aſſi- 
ſtance from the Baffaw : but neither the Cittadel, nor 
the Fort which overlooks the Harbour, nor the Ram- 
parts of the City of Scios, cou'd withſtand the Cannon of 


the Marquiſs d-2uefne; he ſoon deſtroyed the Fort, and 


attack'd 
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attack'd the Cittadel and Ramparts ſo furiouſly, that in 


three Hours time all was in a Blaze : the Corſairs Veſſels 


to the number of Fourteen then lying in the Harbour, 
were all either burn'd or ſunk. 1 
THIS terrible Example might well make them dread. 
the Approach of ſo formidable an Enemy a ſecond time, 
tho it had not deterred them from provoking him to it, 
by ſending out Veſſels to pillage on the French Coaſts, as 
J have already related: the Terror they were in, made 
them take all imaginable Precautions, they erected Batte- 
ries of Cannon on the Sea- ſide, they had a triple Chain 
made to the Gates of the City and obliged every one to 
go out of it, who by Age or Weakneſs was diſabled from 
defending it. | 
THESE extraordinary Preparations engroſſed Zelim in 
ſuch a manner that the two fair Slaves had an entire 


Relaxation from his Perſecutions, and the Grief of not 


ſeeing Hauterive, was in great meaſure attoned for, by 


being eaſed of the hated Preſence of the other. But 


tho' he was employed in another place, yet did he neglect 
nothing which might prevent their eſcape, and the fears 
he was in of loſing them in this Confuſion, put him on 
new Projects not leſs deſtructive to their Repoſe, than the 
Sight of him would have been. 

T O ſecure them at once from the Dangers to which 
every one is expoſed-in a Siege, and equally from any 


Atempts for their Enlargement, he removed them to a 


Houſe, fifteen Miles diſtant from Algier, under the Care 


of an Eunuch whoſe Faith to him he had experienced: 


But this was not ſufficient to content him; he could not 
be eaſy while Hauterive remained in Alpzer, and per- 


ceiving he made no Preparations for his Departure, re- 
ſolved to get him privately murder d. But this Deſign 


ſucceeded not as the other had done; Salem the Few was 
entirely devoted to Hauterive, and knew the Humour of 
that Nation: He penetrated into the Deſigns of Zelim, 
and obliged Hauterive to ſtay very much at home, never 
m_—_ him to go out but with a ſufficient Number of 
Slaves for his Defence : He was Is: this 
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Caution once attacked, but getting the better of thoſe 
who aſſaulted him, he extortett from the Mouth 6 of. one C 
of them a Confeſſion of the whole matter. 

THIS was enough to convince Salem there was no 
ſafety for his Friend in that Place; he therefore ſent 
him to a little Village thirty Miles from Agier, with 
Letters of Recommendation to an intimate Friend he 
7 there, and a ſtrict charge to conceal him from 

body. This obliging Zew aſſured him alſo at 

1 that as ſoon as the French Fleet ſhould arrive he 
woul find means to inform the Vice-Admiral of the 
\ Misfortunes of 1/abel/s and Mariana, and beg'd there 
fore that he would make himſelf eaſy, ſince thoſe. 

Ladies were now removed from the Solicitations of 

Zelim But all he could ſay was too weak to combat 

with the Deſpair, which now had taken empire in the 

Breaſt of Hauteriwe, and he proceeded on his Journey 

to E/quir with little Hope, * an infinity of Melan-. 

choly. 
c OUNT 4: Salmony, in the mean time, being 

perfectly recover'd, and receiving Letters from Hau- 

terive of the Difficulties he found in accompliſhing his, 

Deſign, reſglved to go in perſon, and either reſtore ' 

Liberty to thoſe who were ſo dear to him, or die in 

the attempt. He had no ſooner heard that the King 
defigned to ſend a Fleet thither, than he went to Thous, 
n, where the Marquiſs was at that time; and ac- 
quainting him with the Captivity of Labella and Ma- 
riana, and the double Intereſt he had in their Delive- 
rance, entreated he might be permitted to accompany 
him in this Expedition. The Vice-Admiral received 
him with pleaſure, omitted nothing that might con- 
ſole him, and aſſured him, that except Fortune ſhould. 
c be more averſe than he had reaſon to expect, the Free- 
dom of Perſons ſo dear to him ſhould be accompliſh'd,. 
” BW Soon after this a calm Sea and favourable Wind call'd _ 
eon them to embark, which, every thing being ready, 
they accordingly did, in the Beginning of May 1683. 
and had the Satisfaction to caſt Anchor the 2oth of, 
" | You, III. H . 
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ve other Ships under the Command of the Marquifs 
Ade Aufrewille. On the zzd they held « Council of War, 
And the next day diſpoſed the Veſſels and Gallies in 
he moſt proper manner for the bombarding the City, 


On the 25th they began the Attack, but without any 
great Succeſs: The next Night, when the Beſieged 


thought of no ſuch Matter, they ply'd them fo furi- 
ouſly both with Bombs and great Cannon, that in an 
hour's time ſeveral parts of the City were on fire; the 
Palace of Huſſan the Dey or King of Agier was con- 
tymed the firſt, and the wretched Inhabitants had ſuf- 
ficient Employment to quench the ſpreading Flames, 


without offering to annoy the Enemy, who ſtill con- 


tinued proſecuting what they had ſo ſucceſsfully begun. 
The Dawn of Day -preſented the Agerines with the 
moſt dreadful Spectacle that Imagination can paint, 
their Veſſels ſunk in the Harbour, their Batteries de- 
moliſh'd, and great part of their City laid in Aſhes: 
S& horrible a Devaſtation was ſcarce ever known in ſo 
ort a Space of Time. The People and Soldiers cri- 
ed out for.Peace with the utmoſt Vehemence, and the 
Dey having aſſembled the Divan, it was agreed that 
Father Le.Yacher, the French Conſul, accompany'd by 
an Aigerine of Quality, ſhould treat with the Vice- 
Admiral. | | 

_ BUT the Marquiſs 4« Queſue refuſed to liſten to any 
Terms of Accommodation, till they had firſt deliver'd all 


the Captives of what Nation ſoever that they had taken 


out of French Ships or from the Lands. This tlie A/ze- 
rines were compell'd to comply with, and the next 
day brought, in two Shallope, a hundred and forty- two 
Slaves, to the Fleet, with promiſe to recall all thoſe who 
were in the Country cultivating the Lands or otherwiſe 

"THE Count de Salmony ſeeing not his Miſtreſs nor 
Siſter among the Number, teſtified his Diſquiet to the 


 Marquiſs 4% 2ueſne ; but Salem the Few, watchful for 
the Liberty of cheſe illuſtrious Slaves, had * 


3 | 8 [ 155 } g " 3 
Father IE Vacher in what place Zehn had conceded 
them, and had cauſed a falſe Report to be ſpread of 

their Deaths; and a full Account of all this was ſent 


ſhould complete the Deſtruction of their City and them- 
ſelves. > © oP 5 ak | 25 


ON this Metiate, the Divan ordain'd that Zelim om 


peril of his Life, ſhould yield them up, and forthwith 


ſend them to the Vice-Admiral. It is not to be doubted 
but that Zelim, who had done ſo much for the Conſer- 


vation of theſe Captives, made many Evaſons to avoid 
delivering them; but all his Artifices were of no effect, 
nor was there any Appeal from the Decree which gave 
them Liberty 3 he was therefore conſtrained to ſubmit, 
and ſince he was fo, conducted them himfelf to the Ship, 
where the Marquiſs 4% Jue/ne was making a kind of me- 
rit of what he did, but thro! Compulſion. 5 
NE VE R was Extacy ſuperior to that which theſe 
Ladies felt at ſeeing themſelves at liberty, and among 
Perſons of Hoticur, and of their own Country, except 
that which ſucceeded it; when after having receiv'd the 
Congratulations of the Marquifs 4% 2zeſne; andanfwer'd 


to the Praiſes he could not forbear giving of their extreme 


Beauty, they found themſelves in the Arms of the Count 
#e Salmony, © | 

WH A T Tears now fell at the Remembrance of paſt 
Misfortunes ! What Tranſports did the preſent Happi- 
neſs excite ! A Meeting ſo unhoped, and fo ardently des 
fired, inſpired Sentiments, which none but faithful, ge- 


nerous, and tender Hearts are capable of conceiving, and 
which are not to be deſerib'd by all the pomp and ele- 


cance of Words. | 1 
AFTER having indulg'd all that Love and Na- 
ture could ſuggeſt, the Count's firſt Care was to in- 


form. himſelf of Hauterive : Madamoiſelle de Mayr _ 
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Jet him know how they had been ſeparated, and that 


Ihe had never been able to hear any thing of him ſince. 


This Diſcourſe embitter'd the Sweets the generous Sal 
mony had ſo lately feaſted on: even Love could not ren- 
der him forgetful of what, he owed to Friendſhip ; he 
communicated his Diſcontent to the Marquiſs du Queſne, 


who immediately ſent to Father ie Vacher to enquire for 


Him of the Few Salem, and in a ſtrort time they receiy'd 
the News that he was living and in health, but that it 
was not thought ſafe for him to appear at Agier, till 
the Peace was concluded, or things ſettled fame way or 
other. * 3 

ALL this was done in the Interval of reſtoring the 
Chriſtiun Captives, the number of whom, brought at 
ſeveral. Times to the Admiral, was five hundred and 
forty- ſix, of ſeveral Nations, but all taken in the French 
Service. After this, the Marquiſs conſented to treat on 
a Peace, and to that end ſent - = Marquiſs de Anfrewilli 
and the famous Deſcomes Ingenier-General, to let the 
Diwan know the Conditions on which Leauis the Great 
had permitted them to withdraw their Forces. 


- THE firſt Article was, that they ſhould reſtore all 


the other Chri/tian Slaves which were {till diſperſed at 


diſtance through their Territories; and the ſecond, that 
all the Damage done to the French in their Ships, their 
Merchandize, and their Lands, ſhould be made good. 

THIS laſt Condition was too conſiderable for the 
Dey to grant without the Conſent of Mezemorte, as he 
was moſt concerned in it, being General of the Corſairs; 
and a Man held in high eſtimation both .by the Soldiers 
and People. He was therefore call'd to the Divan ; but 
He no ſooner heard the Propoſals than he. flew into the 
utmoſt Rage ; ſaying, that thoſe at the Head of the Go- 


vernment had fold the City to the French; and that for 


his part he never would conſent to buy the Friendſhip 
of an Enemy at ſo dear a Price as the Reſtitution of all 
bad been taken from them. Having ſpoke in this man- 
ner, he left the Divan; nor would return, tho? his Pre- 
{ence was ſeveral times deſir d. | ha 


. 3 


2 22 


[ 1579] 
H E was not however, idle in this Interim; he ſum- 
moned all the chief Citizens and Soldiers to his Palace, 


where he told them Hu//an was a weak or treacherous 


Prince, that he was unworthy to reign over them, that 
he had affronted the Nation in reſtoring the Chriſtian 
Slaves without any Security of having their own in ex- 
change; and fo incenſed them againſt this unfortunate” 
Prince, that they reſolv'd to aſfaſſinate him the following 


Night. ' Accordingly at ten of the Clock, as he went 


his Rounds thro' the Works, a Cuſtom always obſerv d- 
by the Deys in time of War, eight of theſe Villains cho- 
len by Mezemorte for that purpoſe, attended his Paſſage, 
and ftabb'd him to the Heart before he had the leaſt 
warning of his Fate, | 
MEZEMORTE was immediately virockin/s 
King with a general Acclamation of the People; and to 
ſhow how much he merited the Honour they had con- 
ferr d on him, he told em he would retrive the Glory of 
Agier, or die in endeavouring it, talking loudly how 
dear he would make the French pay for having taken ad- 
vantage of the. ſoft Nature of Hu/an ; and as ſoon as it 
was broad Day, order'd the White. Flags to be taken off 
the Battlements, and red ones, the ſignal of War, to 
be pat up. This Infidelity ſo highly incenſed the Mar- 
uiſs, that he renewed his Attack the ſame Day: Bombs, 
nnons, Fire-Balls, and Battering-Rams were! at once 
employ'd in this general Aſſault ; and before Noon, 
the beſt part of the Buildings were either conſumed or 
beaten down. The Flames of the City mingling with 
thoſe of the Veſſels in the Port; The Cries of thoſe 
that periſh'd in them ; the Blood which ran ſtreaming; 
through the Streets; and the dead Carcaſſes in Heaps 
topping up the Paſſages, afforded a Spectacle ſo terrible, 
as might have moy*d any Heart dut that of the barba- 
rous Mezemorte ; but it ſerved only more to heighten 
his Rage againſt the French, and ſo little did he regard 
the- Rights of Nations, or his public Faith, that in re- 
venge for what their Countrymen had done, he cauſed 
pe the French which ſojourned in that City to be mur- 
H 3 5 | der'd,. 
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der d; and ſeized on their Effect. i the ſa- 


cred Robe of Father la Vecher the Coniul, could pro- 
tect him from the F ury of this Nene anfter, who 


cauſed the holy Man to be ſhot from the Mouth of a Can- 
non inſtead of a Ball. 
I H E Vice-Admiral land this Exceſs of Barbarity 


| From the Mouth of ſome Slaves, who to eſcape the Cru- 
elty of Mezemjorte, betook themſelves to the Waves, and 
4 to the French Ships, as alſo that Zelim had periſh- | 


ed in this lat Attack. 


HAUTERIV B, who A ſtill in his Con- 


cealment, was from time to time informed of every thing 
that paſſed by the faithful Salem, and the Knowledge 


that Tiabella * Mariana had recovered their . 


and were on board the Ship of the Vice- Admiral, 
Him the extremeſt Satisfaction; it ny the more perfe 68. 
as he was entirely ign orant that $ was with the 
Fleet, and had none ef thoſe jealous * impatient E- 

wotions which otherwiſe, not all his Generoſity could 
have deſended him from. 


THE Month of Auguſ being now over, and that 
of September ordinarily bringing Winds which render 


theſe Coaſts very dangerous, the Marquiſs was obliged to 

hoiſt fail contenting himſelf with having reveng'd the In- 
dignities offer d to his Royal Maſter, fince the Seaſon of 

the Year would not. permit him entirely to extirpate this 
ſavage Race. 

5 UT before their departure, the Count ai Salmony 

found means to convey a Letter to the Few for Haute- 


rive; which dying ſent. to N. the found it. bene 


To the Sicur Havrzzve. 


TS quith the arm. Grief of Heard, a dear, and 

generous Rival, that J find gy/elf obliged to quit 
aud. Seas n I game i ebe Hab tern 
| ing 


2. © DDr 


J ͤͥ ˙.d 


. = 


1 
gre 


ing 


| fame regret I do ; and vere we not aſſured you are in 42 


tale but an imperfet Happineſs till I inbrace uu. 


had ftrenuouſly but vainly endeavoured to obtain for her. 


; 7. + 

ing. you with our adorable Iſabella, auh parts auith che” 
Place of ſafety, here is nothing I would not hazard rather 
than abandon you; Believe that the, Foy I feel in the Li- 
berty and Preſence of thoſe who are ſo dear to me, is greatly 
allayed by your not being a partaker it; and that Thall © 


SALMON v. 


HAUTERIVE receiv'd this Letter a few Days af. 
ter the Fleet had ſail'd, and it was with the utmoſt ſur- 
prize he found the Count had been at Agier, and that 
he was ordained to give 1/abe//a that Freedom himſelf 


He doubted not but they would meet; but then not be- 
lieving it would be ſo ſuddenly, and in ſuch a manner, 
he had not armed his Heart to endure the pangs it muſt 
inflict on him. He was obliged ſome time to give way 
to his jealous Tranſports; but as he had never any hope 
of ſupplanting the Count in her Eſteem, and was too 
nerous even to wiſh it ſtrongly, he contented himſelf 
with lamenting his own ill Fate, without envying the 
Happineſs of his Rival. | e 
MONSIEUR the Marquiſs du Queſne was ne 
ſooner gone, than the Agerines began ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider the miſerable ſtate to which they were reduced; 
their City, lately ſo beautiful and flouriſhing, now three 
parts deſtroyed ; their Ships, which were their Strength: - 
and Riches, reduced to Aſhes ;- their Magazines con- 
ſumed ; their Soldiers but ſo many dead Carcaſſes: and © 
what was more dreadful than all, the probability that 
this terrible General would return next Spring to finiſh + 
their Ruin. All theſe Reflections might well put them 
on taking Counſel how. to redreſs their preſent Calami- 
ties, and ward agaihſt the future. ny. 
MEZEMORTE, who had been the ſole Cauſe cf 
theſe Misfortunes, perceived in what Situation the Ge- 
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160 Þ 
nerality of the People's Minds was, and ſearing the 
ſame Fate he had inflicted en Hu//ar his Predeceſſor with 
infinitely leſs . Juſtice, he began to caſt about how to 

revent it, which he now found could be done no 
other way than by a Peace with France. He ſent there- 
fore for the Few Salem, knowing the Correſpondence 
he had with the Intendant at Mar/cilles, and opening his 
Mind to him, told him that the greateſt Service he could 
do him, and which he would reward, wou'd be to ſend a 
Letter to the Intendant with another he would write 
to his Moſt” Chriſtian Majeſty to entreat Peace, and that 
he was ready to fubmit to any Conditions he ſhould 
impoſe. | | hes - 
SALE N took this Opportunity to enlarge Haute- 
rive, and anſwer'd the Dey, that he could do no more 
to oblige him than he had ask'd, or could poſſibly ex- 
pet. There is, my Lord, ſaid he, a young French Man 
of Quality, who came hither with a Paſſport ſome time 
ago, to redeem a Friend of his taken Priſoner by one 
of your Veſſels, but the Troubles and Diſtractions of 
this Place obliged him to retire to E/quir for his better 


| Security. This Man, continued he, 1 have ſome ſmaH 


influence over, and I know him capable by his Wiſdom, . 
Merit, and Rank at Court, to do very great Services to 
the Agerines. | 3 

MZ Z EMO RTE, charmed with this News, deſir- 
ed the Few to bring the Perſon he mentioned immedi- 
ately to Alzier 3 which the other . readily complying 
with, inſtructed Hauterive in every thing he was to do: 


and Mezemorte at his being introduced, was ſo well pleaſ- 


a 


ed with his Mein and Manner of Deportment, that he 


* doubted not in the leaſt the Truth of what Salem had 


faid. Having, therefore, communicated his Deſigns to 
him, and given him Letters for the King, and Menfieur 
the Marquiſs de Scignelay, he made him many conſidera- 
ble Preſents, and appointed two Turks of Diſtinctibn to 
attend him in his Voyage, and bring back the Anſwer of 
his Moſt Chriftian Majeſty, 


HAUTERIVE 


167 J 


- HASTERIVE was not wanting on his part te re - 


compenſe liberally his Friend Salem; after which he 
embarked in a Ship of Tunis, which was then in the 
Port, and in a ſhort time arrived at Marſeille. 

BUT while Things were thus tranſacting at Age the 
Count de Salmony, with 7/abella and Mariana being hap- 
pily onse more in poſſeſſion of the Caſtle de Mayrand, 

having paſs'd thro' the Ceremonies of Viſiting, and 
being viſited by all the Perſons of Diſtinction round a- 
bout, the beautiful Iſabrlla being: at liberty to diſpoſe 
of herſelf, was married to the Count with all the pomp 
uſual on fuch Occaſions with Perſons of Quality. But 
while Salmony was enjoying the Reward of his Fidelity, 
with Tranſports whieh | demonſtrated the Exceſs of his 
Love, Hauterive heard the News of their Marriage, with 
Emotions terrible enough, tho? not with ſuch as a Lover 


lefs generous, would have been inſtigated by: Great 


was his Deſpair, but ſtill continuing the faithful Friend, 


he wrote to the happy Pair a Letter of ſincere Congratu- 


lations, but at the ſame time pictured out the forelorn- 
Condition of his Soul in Terms ſo moving, that they 
could not read it without Tears. After having acquits 
ted himſelf of the Commiſſion with which he was 


charged by Mezemorte, he returned to Languedoc, in 
a State of Mind which none was ſenſible of - but LET 


ſelf. - 


THE Counteſs de 3 no ſooner heard of his ar- | 
rival, than, by the advice of her Husband, ſhe ſent to - 
entreat his Preſence at the Caſtle de Mayrand.Þ It was 
impoſſible for him to refuſe ſuch a Summons; and 
without being able to reſolve in what manner he ſhould 


behave, he immedately obeyed it. But alas, he knew 
not in what. manner he ſhould be reduced: at beholding 


what he had only been told of: To ſee Jabella in the x 


Arms of the Count de Salmony, was more than all his 
Reſolution could enable him to ſuſtain, and he appeared 
rather as a fine formed Statue than a living Man, 


The beautiful Mariana could not perceive his Diſor- 
ders without being touch, d by them in the moſt ſen · 
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üble manner: Tears forced cheir Paſſage thro* her Rye 


as ſhe approached to ſalute him, and in ſpite of the 


Stupidity his preſent Griefs had thrown him in, 
he penetrated ſo far into her Heart, as to perceive 


ſhe had Sentiments which deſerved: his utmoſt Acknow- 


ledgments; nor did he fail to make them, as well ag 
the Perplexity he was in would giye him leave to do. 


I wiſh from my Soul, ſaid that charming Maid, that 


we had never known you, or that you had never loved; 
I find you ſo worthy, that I cannot help accuſing the 
Stars of Injuftice, in deſtining you to ſo hard a Fate; 
and ſhould have oppoſed the Sentiments of Iſabella 
with my whole Force, had they been in favour of any 
ether to your Prejudice, than my Brother. Theſe 
Words were accompany'd with ſuch jrreſiſtible Graces, 


that Hauteriwe could not forbear looking on her with 


more Attention than his Paſſion for Habella would ever 
— bim leave to do before; and on this Examination 
d her ſo beautiful, that he reproached himſelf for 
not having given his Heart to her, rather than have 
ſuffer d it to be tormented by an unhappy Paſſion, which 
—.— its beginning had nothing where with to flatter 
opes. a | 
55 THE Count and Counteſs, who had confulted what 
20 do, interrupted the Converſation of Hauterive and 
Mariana; and 1/abella giving her hand to Him, conduct- 
| ed him into her Cloſet, where Salmony went in with 
them, after having defired Mariana in a low Voice not 
t follew them. Heawterive ſeeing ſhe was not there, 
asked ſeveral times where ſhe was, which Inquietude 
Tving the utmoſt Satisfaction to her Brother and Siſter ; 
Lon all ſee her perſently, ſaid the latter, ſmiling, but 
the Count and myſelf have ſomething of Im portance 
to communicate to you. The Obligations you have 
conferred on us, continued ſhe, with a more ſerious Air, 
are ſuch as we ſhould be unworthy to have received. 
could we be capable of forgetting them. Be aſſured 
that after my Husband nothing is fo dear to me as your- 
| lf, and that I am your only Rival. in his moſt tender 
CCTV Affections: 


—_ 
9 . 
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. 
Affections: Theſe Sentiments whieh you ſo well merit, 
and which are in our Power to give you Proofs of, 
ought to compenſate for the want of thoſe which it 
was impoſſible for ”=_ to inſpire me with: But to give 
you yet a more 
by all the Ties of Love and Friendſhip, we muſt give 
you a Wife. Madameiſelle de Salmony is worthy of you: 
Her Beauty, Wit, and Virtue, methinks ought not to 
ſtand in need of the ſtep we take to excite your Regard: 
But the Obligations we have to you, carries us beyond 
all other Conſiderations than the Recompenee of them. 
Yes, my dear Hauteri ue, added the Count, embracing , 
him, if I had any thing more valuable than Mariana, 1 
would readily ſacrifice it to repair the Loſs I have cau · 
ſed you to ſuſtain: Make your Reflections on what we 
have ſaid, and J flatter myſelf you will not then be 
diſpleaſed at being link'd to us by an indiſſoluble Bond. 
REFLECTIONS ! cry'd Hawuterive ; Is it permit- 
ted me to make any one an Offer of this nature? Could 
J refuſe Madamoiſelle de Saimory without doing her a 
wrong which my whole Stock: of Blood could never ex- 
piate, without rendering myſelf unworthy of the Con- 
deſcenſion you have made me, and without diſhonour- 
ing the little Underſtanding I have received from Na- 
ture and Education ? No, no, there is no need of re- 
flecting before I accept the precious Gift your Friend- 
ſhip vouchſafes me; I know the value of it, but would » 
wiſh to merit it. Madamoiſelle 4e Salmony ſhould take - 
up all my Heart, and I deſire only a little time o 
ive it her entire, and free from thoſe Chains which 
have ſo unhappily enſlaved it; My Sincerity and Grati- 
tude, and the Charms of the incomparable - Mariane -- 
may anſwer for me that it will not be long. | 
THIS demand was too reaſonable not to be com- 
plied with by the Count and Counteſs ; and having all 
three embraced with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, they went 
out of the Cloſet to join Madamoiſelle 4 Sa/nony, who 


was then walking into the Garden. | 
SS: HAUTERWE © 


olid Conſolation; and unite you to us 


[ 164 ] . 
HAUTERIFEF, who wiſhed for nothing more than 
to extinguiſh all the Remains of his unfortunate Paſſi- 
on, and merit the Confidence the Count had repoſed 
in him, began from this Day to indulge Reflection on 
the Beauties and good Qualities of Mariana; and that 
amiable Lady, who truly loved him, found ſo well 
the Secret to improve the Sentiments he entertained in 
her favour, ſometimes by the moſt ſprightly Gaiety, 
ſometimes by Diſcourſes the moſt ſolid, and always 
blending, with the moſt engaging Softnels in her Air, 
Modeſty, and Wiſdom, that his Soul inſenſibly became 
releas'd from its former Bonds; and Mariana took the 
place of 7/abe/la with fo powerful an Empire, that none 
would have believed ſhe had net been the firſt capa- 

ble of making an impreſſion on him. 2 

* THERE now remained nothing but the nuptial 
Ceremonies to render theſe equally enamoured Pair as 
bleſs'd as Love could make them: Which being in a 
ſhort time performed, theſe four illuſtrious Lovers liv'd 
together in 15 perfect an Intelligence and Concord, that 
they attracted the Eſteem of the whole World. But tho 
Gratitude was the firſt Motive that opened the Eyes of 
'Hauterive to diſtinguiſh the Merits of Mariana, I cannot 
be of the opinion that that Paſſion would have the 
Victory over Love, if Abſence, Time, and unſurmoun- 
table Obſtacles do not combine. Es 

_ WHILE this agreeable Union was forming, continu- 
ed Urania, one of the Turks who came with Hauterive 
to the Court, received a Command to return to Agier, and 
acquaint the Divan what they had to hope from the 
Clemency of the King, who about a Year afterward, on 
the arrival of their Ambaſſadors, accepted their Sub- 
miſſions, and granted Peace to Mezemorte on his retalia- 
ting ſoine pit of the Damage thoſe of Languedoc and 
Provence had ſuſtained, among whom the beautiful Coun- 
teſs de Salmony had no inconſiderable ſhare. 

THIS Hiſtory gave an extreme pleaſure to the Com- 
pany ; they were beginning to teſtify it by praiſing the 
manner in which Urania had gone through ſo long a 

n © © 


4651 
Diſcourſe, when a Servant informed them Supper was 
on the Table, where being ſat, the Converſation turn- 
ed wholly on what they had been hearing. The Cha- 
racter of Hauterive exacted a general Applauſe, as did 
alſo the Reſolution and Conſtancy of Jſabella, And the 
wiſe Conduct of the Count 4. Salmony ; but all agreed, 
that when Lowe and Gratitude are inſpired by different . 
Objects, Love will always have the Preference. HR 
URANIA would not permit Hortenfia and. Melintus | 
to go out of her Houſe that Night; and this charming - 
Society, in order to render the next Day more long, ſe- 
parated themſelves ſooner than ordinary, : giving ſome 
Hours of Repoſe to Nature, that ſhe might animate 
them with new Spirit when they awaked. "0 


* —— — 8 
e n 


2 hg 
* ner: - 
« p ui 
— Re 


— 


— bo Oe ht Ws 
= % - ha n * 
EA - oh - p : "> 
1 * is 1 C js KI 
n — i 1 
— > 7 * — ere 
* by LY 1 * WER 


x "MN l * an Sono 5,0 _ 8 FIRE 
g 4 2. 2 Sen ike oy Aon oY IE Ce © 5-4 %. 6 Wo EO SES... X 

by 4 1 2 Pe: - 24 =. £4 A cats — 1 c ; 2 
_— — _ I oo J = 87 CHE 4 > —— * 

— 5 5 — — 

> n 32 5 — 5 — 
1 ' 2 i 
— 4 V — 1 


THE 


FIFTEENTEH Da v. 


NANA had no. ſooner quitted her Bed 
than ſhe paſs'd-into Julias Apartment 
where the reſt of the Company coming in 
ga 2 ſhort time, the Converſation began with 
£ >=” the uſual Vivacity, though on ordinary 
things; till Camilla willing it fnould turn on the in- 

ſtructive, began thus, I have been dreaming all Night, 
aid ſhe, of the Barbarity of the Alperines, and the de- 
plorable Fate of Father I Yacher ; and I think Leawis 
the Great could not impoſe too fevere Conditions for the 
Puniſhment of ſuch Cruelties. 

THEY ſuffered as you have heard, replied Urania, 
in the loſs of every thing valuable to them; and tho” 
they ſeem'd a while to glory in their Obſtinacy, it coſt 
them dear in the end. Obſtinacy, added Thelamont, eſ- 
pecially in an unjuſt Cauſe, not only deſerves, but for 
the moſt part draws on the moſt terrible Misfortunes. It 


was this that oceaſion · d thoſe long and bloody Wars, be- 


o 


- tween 


E 
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tween the Republicks of Piſa and Genoa, in which both 
of them ſuffered conſiderable Loſſes, and terminated in 
the total Deſtruction of Piſa. . | 
THIS Diſſenſion began on the Right of nominating 
a Perſon to be Biſhop of Corfca, to which both of. 
them pretended. Thoſe of Piſa maintained, that 
Muzade, King of the Saracens, had taken this Iſland 
from the Geroe/e ; and that they having fince aſſiſted 
in delivering it from the Infidels, ought to be invefied 
in thoſe Prerogatives which the others had forfeited by 
their Incapacity of defending it. The Genoe/e on the 
other hand alledged, that they had been in poſſeſſion 
of thoſe Prerogatives for many Ages; that the Invaſion 
of Muzafe could not deſtroy their Right; and tha 
this was only an Uſurpation of the Lords of Pi/a. 5 
NEITHER receding in this Diſpute, both theſe 
Republicks raifed Armies ; many Battles were fought 
by Sea and Land, with various Succeſs; but the G. 
noc ſe had moſt frequently the better: and after a War 
of more than twenty five Years they obtained a Victo- 
ry, which put the finiſhing Stroke to this long Quarrel. 
Thoſe of Piſa ſeeing no Remedy, were conftrained to 
entreat Peace; but the inſulting Gonquerors refuſed all 
Accommodation but on the moſt hard Conditions. The | 

firſt was, that they ſhould give up for ever to the Ge. 
nocſe, the whole Iffard of Corfica, and all the Preroga- 
tives they pretended to have over it. The ſecond, and 
moſt mortifying was, that they ſhould pluck down 
the Tops of all the Houſes in Piſa, leaving them no 
more than one Story high, to the end, faid the Genoe/e, 
that when they ſee their Palaces, and thoſe magnificent 
Structures ſo much humbled, it may be a curb to the Pride 

of the Inhabitants, and put them in mind what is owin 
to their VLanguiſbers and Maſters. The Senate and * 
of Piſa could not contain their Rage at this Propoſal, 
and the People became ſo deſperate when informed of 
it, that they choſe rather to ſet the whole City in a 
blaze th. ſubmit to ſuch Demands: But the great 
Men ſhewed in this Affair, dlefs contempt for Life than 
1 | | | the 
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EH 135 
the Populace; and by demoliſhing their fine Palaces. 
they firſt gave an example which the reſt by degrees 
were perſwaded to imitate; and in a ſhort time all thoſe. 
Iofcy Turrets and gilded Spires which ornamented this 
beautiful City were reduced to flat Roofs of ſo many 
fingle Floors. But the hate which this Inſolence of 
, Conqueſt occaſion'd, . ſtill continues, and doubtleſs will, 
for many Generations among the Natives of Piſa. 

BEHOLD, therefore, purſued Thelamont,. how ſe- 
verely the Sin of Obſtinacy was puniſhed in this Re- 
| Publick, and judge if it had not been better for them 

do have receded in ſome Points, than to have endured 
fo long a War, in which great number of Lives were 
loſt, and to ſee their Buildings ſuffer a Diminution ſo 
ſhameful to the Inhabitants? We hear. of many ſuch 
_ Incidents in Hiſtory, ſaid Julia, which one cannot re- 
fle on without being amazed that Men ſhould ſo far 
be ſwayed. by an empty Pride, and Tenaciouſneſs of 
what, it often happens in ſtri&. Legality belongs not 
to em: as it was with Piſa, that Republick having, 
indeed, no right over the Iſland of Corfica, unleſs every 
Dominion which aſſiſts the other, may be ſaid to have 
one. 2 5 2 
_ » STILICON, faid Alphonſo, chief Commander of the 
Legions of the Emperor Honorius, was the moſt verſed 
in all the Stratagems of War, the moſt couragious, and 
moſt implacable in his Cruelty of any General of his 
time; having led the Imperial Army againſt Radaguai/ſe 
King of the Goths, who had enter'd Lady with nume- 
rous Forces, and committed great D-vaſtations, over- 
took him in Ty/cany, where the other waited his ap- 
proach to give him battle: But Sr/icon, knowing that 
not only the Glory, but Safety alſo of all the Empire 
| depended on his Succeſs, was unwilling to hazard ſo 
great a Stake; and, therefore, artfully ſhifted Places 
ſo often, that he greatly haraſs'd the Gothick Troops, 
and at laſt, by a Maſter piece of Cunning, enclos'd 'em 
in the Streights of Faiſole. They had no ſooner pitch'd 

their Tents, than Radaguaiſe was ſenſible of his Error; 
. : but 
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but tho' he attempted to remove, was prevented in all 


his Enterpriſes by Stilicon, who kept his Forces as it 
were at bay, ſometimes ſeeming to leave a Paſſage 


free, then cloſing it up again with the dead Bodies of 
thoſe who marched forward. In fine, great Numbers 


periſh'd by this Stratagem, and the whole Body of the 
Army was greatly weakened by Diſeaſes and Famine : 
having no communication with any Town, they were 
at length compelled to eat their Horles ; but what was 
mfinitely more terrible was, that the exceſſive Heats 


that Summer had entirely dried up a | ttle Rivulet that 


run thro' the Valley, and had ſerv'd for ſome time to 
ſuſtzin Nature, , Having now neither Food nor Water, 
they fell dying on the Earth, like Autumn Leaves from 
the Trees, and, thoſe which yet ſurviv'd, were tod 
weak to interr their Companions. In this Calamity 
they ſent every Hour to S7i/icon ; but he refuſed their 
Meſſages, and covld not be prevail'd on either to ſup- 
ply them with the Neceſſaries of Life, or to grant them 
Liberty to depart, tho' they made him all Sorts of Sub- 
miſſions, and would gladly have ſubicribed to any 
Terms he could have propos'd: He had the Cruelty to 
let the King, the Generals, and a great number of Wo- 
men and Children who follow'd their Husbands and 
their. Fathers, periſh in. this miſerable Manner ; and 
exuſted, that he had deftroy'd with little Loſs to the Em- 

pire, an Army with which the unfortunate Radaguai/e 

had promiſed himſelf the Conqueſt of all 7zaſy. 

FHIS was a ftrange Cruelty in my Opinion, cried 
Florinda, and I think Stilicon had acquired much grea- 
ter Glory if he had been more humane. Indeed inter- 
rupted Felicia, he ſhewed himſelf, on this occaſron, more 
barbarous than thoſe to whom that Name 1s generally 

Lo Fl 23 
. WA R has great Privileges, anſwer'd Era/mus, and 
a General is not to be blamed, who puts in practice all' 
ſorts of Stratagems that may conduce to the Deſtruction 
of his Enemy. I condemn not, reſumed that amiable 
Lady, the Artifice by which he 4:fre/5'd his . 
| ; | but 
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but the Cruelty he treated them with, when in his-power. 
J believe there are none here, Madam, faid Melantus, 
who would not find it very difficult to act as Sfilicon. 
Certainly, added Orephanes : but it muſt ſtill be allowed, 
the Empire owed its fifety to this total Ruin of that 
great Army, who would elfe have recruited, and been 
no leſs cruel than they had been in the Heart of ah, 
plundering and committing all ſorts of Outrages where- 
ever they paſſed. | ED | 
I T is very eſſential, ſaid Arſames, to a General who 
makes uſe of Stratagem, to be perſectly acquainted with 
the Character, and even Diſpoſition of thoſe he would 
practiſe them upon; to the end, that knowing what 
his Enemy is capable of Enterprizing, he may alſo know 
how to prevent and. break his Meaſures. | 
IN all Times, and among all Nations, added Thela- 
ment, the greateſt Generals have had recourſe to Stra- 
tagem ; but without ſearching the Records of Antiquity, 
there are yet flagrant in our Memory, many ſingular and 
glorious Examples. Monſieur 4e Turenne with a hand- 
ful of Men, his Army conſiſting of no more than four- 
teen thouſand, deſtroyed the Imperial Forces, tho? very 
near fix to one, and in poſſeſſion of Alſatia. The Ger- 
mans apprehending no ſuch matter, were enjoy ing them 
ſelves, and ſcatter'd up and down the Country, when the 
Marſhal ſurprized and attack'd them at the foot of the 
Mountains of that Province. | 
THE Stratagems cf Monſieur the Marſhal ge Lax- 
embourg at Flerus, and at Luxe, gained him two very 
great Victories over the confederate Armies, command- 
ed by Count Valaec. At the Battle df Szeinkergue, 
the Prince of Orange and the Duke of Bavaria made 
uſe of a Stratagem, which muſt undoubtedly have been 
\ ſucceſsful, had. not the Genius of Luxembourg been ſu- 
periour to theirs. The Allies having ſurprized him 
before he could range his Army in form of Battle ; 
they had already broke through the Brigade of Bour- 
bon, and taken fix Pieces of Cannon, which they 
turned againſt the French ; But this was deſtined to 
| OR | | give 


r 


give never- dying Laurels to the gallant Prince of Cons, 
and the Marſhal ds Luxembourgh ; who, perceiving that 


all was in Danger, did things which were almoſt ſu- 


pernatural, and in repetition, will hardly be credited 
by after-ages: In a Word, they, and they alone, for it 
was their Valour that animated the reſt, made Victory 
turn her Face to the utmoſt Diſappointment of thoſe 
two great Generals, the Prince of Orange and Duke 
of Bavaria, who in the Beginning of the Fight, had 
aſſured themſelves of a contrary Fate. | 
T HE Marſhal de Luxembourg returned this De- 
ception, ſaid Arſames, and tho' it was very difficult to 
furprize the Prince of Orange, his uncommon Pene- 
tration making him ſee almoſt every thing, yet could 
he not prevent one which was not a little fatal to his 
Army. The Marſhal having no Opportunity of attack - 
ing his Enemies, they being encamp'd in a Place too 
advantagious, he order'd fifteen thouſand Pioneers, 
with a great Number of Cannon to go toward Liege. 
and then follow'd with the whole Body of his Army, 
having provided them with ſtore of Ammunition Bread, 
and a prodigious Quantity of all Sorts of Victuals, which 
he canſed to be bought up all round the Country. 
This News being immediately reported to the Prince 
of Orange, he doubted not but the Marſnal was going 
to beſiege Liege. In this Belief he decamp'd, and 
paſs'd the River Geet, with a Reſolution of following 
the French Army, and encloſing them behind when 
they ſhould be ſet down before that City : But how 
great was his Confufion, when, - being entered on the 
Plains of Nerwand, he perceived thoſe whom he thought 
ſo far off, were within half a League of him; and no 
ſooner found the Succeſs of their Stratagem, than they 
turned and marched up to him. Night was juſt com- 
ing on; but this great Prince had Preſence enough of 
Mind to give all neceſſary Orders to avoid Confuſion 
in his Troops, he obliged them to work all Night to 
make an Entrenchment, nor gave any Moments to 
repoſe himſelf, but by his Preſence encourag'd them 
F to 


VCC 
to negle& nothing ſo great an emergeney required: 
But in ſpite of all theſe Precautions, the Marſhal broke 
in upon him, and forced the fight while he was yet un- 
ready for defence. In this Battle the Allies loſt a great 
number of Men; and the French might be ſaid to have 
gain'd a complete Victory, tho” it muſt be confeſo'd, to 
the glory of Naſſau, that never any Man behaved with 

more Courage and Conduct; nor did ever any Troops 
more anſwer the Expectations of their General than thoſe 
he led, tho' againſt all the Advantzges the Marſhal 4e 
Luxembourg now had over them, they could not hope to 
conquer. = | 
AMONG the many Stratagems which have met 
with their deſired effect, ſaid Orophanes, we muſt not 
omit that made uſe of at the Camp of Dinant, by 
Monſieur the Marſhal % Villars; when ſurprizing them 
with Sword in hand, he deſtroyed the greateſt part of 
their Troops, diſpers'd the reſt, took the Datch Gene- 
ral priſoner, and all the Proviſions and Ammunition: 
that were to be conveyed to the Army of Prince Eu- 
gene, then beſieging Landrecy, which obliged him ſoon. 
after to raiſe that Siege, and occaſioned the Reduction 
of three conſiderable Places which had coſt the Allies 
three ſeveral Campaigns. All this was the fruit of one 
great Victory: and the Peace that follow'd thereupon, 
crowned that Hero with immortal Honour. Nor did 
he fail to receive, replied Uranza, the Juſt Reward of 
his Valour and Prudence from his auguſt Maſter, and 
the whole Kingdom. It is certain, added Eraſmus, 
that no General ever deſerv'd more of his King and 
Country, than did the Marſhal 4% Fi//ars. He was 
a Man formed as it were, for War, and had in him all 
the Qualifications neceſſary: to complete a great Gene- 
ral: He diſcover'd thoſe Admirable Talents at the moſt 
early Years, and m the firſt Eſſays of his Arms, gave 
Proofs that he only wanted an Opportunity to do the 
greateſt Actions. s 1 15 


THERE 
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THERE. is no Character, in my Judgment, re- 
plied Florinda, more illuſtrious than that of an Hero, 
nor do I blame Ambition in a Monarch when it tranſ- 


ports him no farther than for the Glory of his Coun- 
try: but in the Quarrels which happen between Princes, 


methinks good Manners ſhould - always -be obſerved 


with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs. I have ſeen ſome Declara- 


tions of War which have been filled with the moſt 
injurious Expreſſions, and by the heat and fury with 


which they ſeem to have been wrote, carry more the 


Air of a perſonal Hatred, than juſt Confideration for 
the good of their Subjects. They ſhould, methinks, 
conſider, that tho? there is a time in which War is 
neceſſary, it may be followed by one wherein Peace 
may. be acceptable; that their Manifeſto's remain to 
Poſterity, and that Invectives for the moſt part do 
more prejudice to him that makes them, than to the 
Object they are made upon. I know *tis requiſite that 
a Prince ſhould equally inform his Subjects and his 
Enemy with the Reaſons of his making War; but then 
I would have him only ſet forth the Juſtice of his Cauſe, 
without entering into particular Piques or biting Re- 
proaches. + 

IT ſeems to me, that Kings in all their Actions 


ought to be agitated in a manner different from other 


Men; that is to ſay, with 4s much more Grandeur and 
Nobleneſs, as they are elevated in their Station above 
their Subjects; and that in all their quarrels they 
ſhould avoid the Weakneſs of the Vulgar. 

NOTHING, beautiful Florinda; can be more Juſt 
than this Reflection, replied Thelamont ; we read in 
Hiſtory that thoſe Heroes whoſe Names are ſo great- 
ly reſpected, gained no leſs Honour by their manner 
of making War, than by their great Victories. In 
the Wars of the Greeks and Perſians, in thoſe of Pelo- 
ponne ſus, of Darius and Alexander, of Cæſar and Pom- 
pey; what a juſt decorum was obſerved ; what Confide- 
ration did every generous Enemy treat the other with! 
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A famous Hiftorian ſpeaking of Demetrias and Pro/e. 
my, two of Alexander's Succeſſors; The ſole defire of Glory 
ſaid he, enflamed their Hearts, they were free from Enty, 
Avarice, or Hate, and behaved with more Honour in Ex- 
mily, that wwe find uſually pradtiſed among thoſe who 
profeſs Friendbbi. er wan pr genl 
II. is thus that all Princes ought to act, and I be. 
lieve this excellent Leſſon of the Ancients, that ae 
Should treat our Friends as Per ſons who might one day be 
| our Enemies; and our Enemies as thoſe who might here- 
after become our Friends, was chiefly intended for them. 
I never. read or heard of a contrary Behaviour, faid 
Arſames ; but it ſurprizes me, that neither Policy, nor 
| Glory can correct thoſe wild Sallies of Paſſion, to 
which alone we can aſcribe that little Reſpect a Prince 
pays to his own Dignity in abuſing it in the Perſon of 
his Equal. It is indeed highly for the Intereſt of all 
Men to obſerve this Rule, but infinitely more fo for 
thoſe, whoſe every Action is not only conſpicuous, 
while they Ave, to the whole World, but alto regiſter'd 
for Pofterity to cenſure or approve, till time ſhall be no 
more. 5 | 
ARS AMES was about- to continue his Diſcourſe; 
when Urania was informed Dinner waited them; on 
which they adjourned to the Hall, where having placed 
themſelves at Table, they gave a little Relaxation to ſe- 
rious Entertainments; but tho? the Converſation could 
not be ſaid to be altogether ſo inſtructive as it had 
been, it was not, however, accompany'd with leſs 
Wit. Such a Delicacy of Sentiment reigned through 
all this amiable Society, as gave an agreeable turn to 
the moſt inſignificant Subject, and nothing fell from the 
- Mouth of any of them that could be called ſaperfluous 
- or unmeaning. | | | 
DINNER being over, they retired to the Study, 
where they were no ſooner entered, than they ſaw Ce- 
lemena accompany'd by two Ladies whoſe Beauty could 
no where be equalled but in this Aſſembly. We arrived 
here but this Morning, faid Celemena, and jealous Ka 
tf 
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the Happineſs of Melantus and Hortenfia, who I heard 
were here, I come to ſhare it with theſe two Perſons, 
whom when you know as well as I do, I doubt not if 
their preſence will be agreeable. I can aſſure you, re- 
-plied Horremſia, who advanced towards them with Urania, 
that you are not in the leaſt deceived in this Conjecture, 
for this agreeable Company are already ſtrongly prepof- 
ſeſſed in favour of Silviana and Areliſe. | 
THESE Words leaving Urania no longer in ſuſ- 
pence, ſhe ſaluted her new Gueſts in a manner which 
made them ſee their Company was extremely acceptable 
to her. I know not how to believe, ſaid Areliſe, 
that we have the Advantage Hortenfia would flatter 
-us with the Hope, or that our Names can be confider- 
able enough to be known in a place which contains 
whatever is moſt amiable in the World. Permit me 
to tell you, beautiful Areliſe, replied Urania, that 
there is more of Modeſty than Truth in your Dif 
courfe ; and if you imagine that there is any thing 
agreeable in our Society, you muſt alſo believe that we 
are fond of the Company of Perſons who are capable 
of heightning our Emoyments. In Juſtice to all here, 
therefore, as well as to myſelf, I ſhall omit nothing in 
my power to convince you with how much arden 
the Acquaintance of Silviana and Areliſe has been deſired 
by us. | 2 
ARE LISE, ſaid Silviana, with the moſt enchanting 
Vivacity, ought to ſpeak only for herſelf ; Solitude, 
the Love of Reading, and a Wiſdom ſometimes tos 
auſtere, makes her 'prefer her Cloſet to the moſt en- 
livening Converſation: But Tam of a humour altoge- 
ther different, and the Gaiety of it is ſo well known ts 
all who have ever ſeen me, that among the Number, 
I don't think it impoſſible that ſome one may have in- 
formed Urania that I am of a Character ſufficiently ex- 
traordinary to excite her Curioſity. 15 | 
WE ſhall judge of it, anſwer'd Urania, ſmiling ; 
and here are thoſe who muſt aſſiſt me in teſtifying the 
pleaſure I feel in your preſence. At theſe Words the 
; EEE wo 
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two. beautiful”. Friends received the Salutations of the 
whole Company, which Civilities being over, and every 
body fat down; You ſee here, ſaid Camilla, with her 
uſual Sprightlineſs, an Aſſembly which promiſes you 
nothing but Entertainments extremely grave and ſe- 
rious, being all of us Wives and Husbands ; but when 
you ſhall know that our Husbands are our Lovers, and 
that our greateſt Happineſs is in being their Miſtreſſeſs, 
you will baniſh thoſe Ideas, which the firſt Reflection 
on, our Conditions might inſpire. 53 
THIS is a very delicate and artful way, replied Sil. 

viana, in the ſame Tone, of letting us know that we 
have no Conqueſts to expect here. | # 
II is true, added Horinda, and. we ought to eſteem 
it a greater Bleſſing than ever we did, that thoſe we love 
are united to us by indiſſoluble Ties; ſince without 
that, we ſhould have cauſe to apprehend Danger in the 
ſight of ſo many Charm. Ha HERE 

_YOU do not conſider, interrupted Orophanes, that 
theſe Compliments involve us in the utmoſt Perplexity : 
None of us but are ready to do juſtice to the Beauty 
of Silviana and Areliſe, and to prove our Senſe of it 
by all the Gallantries in our power ; but as we are Hul- 
bands, it is not permitted them to accept of our De- 
voirs, and the Character of Lovers of our Wives, for- 
bids us alſo to ſay all that we think. To relieve you 
from this Inquietude, . anſwer'd Celemena, I think it no 
breach of Diſcretion to declare to you that Sz/viana and 
Areliſe are engaged to ſubmit in a very ſhort time to the 
Laws of Hymen; and as Love has the chief hand in 
making theſe Nuptials, *tis not to be doubted but that 
their Husbands will alſo, always continue to be their 
Lovers. | „ 

THIS is News, Madam, ſaid Melintus, which de- 
mands all our Acknowledgments; nor could any thing 
afford us a more ſince Satisfaction; for tho' this agree- 
able Company are entirely free from all Envy and Jea- 
louſy, yet I am perſuaded that the Spirit of Freedom 
and Confidence will ſparkle more among them, 2 
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had they been of different Conditions. In fpeaking 
theſe Words, he gave Era/mus a look which Frin- 
da obſerving, bluſhed exceedingly, remembering the 
little Uneaſineſs ſhe had expreſs'd on the Dialogue on 
Self- love being read; but recovering immediately from 
her Diſorder ; I underſtand, faid ſhe to him, to whom 
this Diſcourſe is addreſs'd, and I will fave you the 
Trouble of publiſhing my Weakneſs by doing it myſelf. 
It is I alone, continued ſhe, to whom the beautiful 
dilviaua ought to apprehend her Charms would give 
diſquiet, ſince they already have done ſo for the ſpace of 
2 Moment. „ 5 e 
URANIA perceiving Silviana wiſhed an Explana- 
tion of this Diſcourſe, related the Adventure of Era. 
mus in the Tuilleries, and how he had taken in his Ta- 
blets all the Diſcourſe that paſs'd between theſe two 
amiable Ladies. It was on this Occaſion that both of 
them confirmed Urania and her Friends in the good 
Opinion they had before conceived of their Wit and 
Underſtanding; the Repartees they made, diſcovering 
the moſt elegant and delicate Genius's, and it was con- 
cluded by all the Company, that tho' nothing could be 
more dazling than the Beauty of Silviana and Areliſe, 
yet was the Ear in hearing them ſpeak, more delighted 
than the Eye with beholding the Graces of their Per- 
ſons. About half an Hour was paſs'd in an eternal 
Round of Wit: After which, indeed ſaid Areliſe, if it 
be true that ſome Days are more fortunate than others, 
this may juſtly be accounted the moſt happy one of our 
Lives. | . : Te 
THIS is very obliging, anſwer'd Urania, but the 
good Fortune is entirely on our Side. Tis ſhared on 
both, interrupted Celemena; but tho' Areliſe ſeemed 
to railly on the Opinion of good and bad Days, yet 
I am poſitively of Opinion there are ſuch ; having often 
obſerved, that do all we can on ſome Days, nothing will 
go right, and on others every thing ſhall happen to our 
wiſh, without even taking any pains for it, 
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of Agnadel or Giarradadda, where the Fenetian 
twenty thouſand Men, with the rg part of their 


Firſt won the Battle of Marignon over the Sawi/5, who 


ang broken the Treaty of Alliance made with Mance: 
Fifteen thouſand Swiſs dying on the ſpot, three thou- 


Officers could find? none fit to preſent him with, all 
the Rivers near the Camp being tinctured with the Blood 


twenty five were taken Priſoners, Of the ons, 
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i all times; "ſaid ThHfamont, and in all Nations this 


Tdea has taken place; and tho* Superſtition in weak 
Minds carries it frequently too far, yet it is not alto- 
gether to be rejecgg. It is remarkable, that the four. 
trenth Days of the Months have always been ſucceſsful 
to France. The 14th of June, in the Year 411, Mero- 
wveus King of France, joined the Romans and Goths near 
.Chalones in Champaign, and fought the famous Batz 
of Catalaunien,with Hitila King of the Hunt; in which 
5 a hundred and eighty thouſand of thoſe. Bars . 

rians. 3 ä 
_ THE 14th of May 1509, Lewis the Twelſt | 
ed a complete Victory over the Yenetians, if thed 


ſt 


Country: and of French Soldiers died in the Field but 


fve hundred, | 5 
THE 14th of May 15 15, his Succeſſor. Francis the 


had declared themſelved Protectors of Maximilian Sforza 
Duke of Milan, and were now juſtly puniſhed for hay- 


ſand were made Priſoners, which with their whole Ar- 
tillery, Baggage, and the Dutchy of Milan were the 
Prize of this great Victory. So cruel was the Combat, 
that the King being thirſty, and calling for Water, the 


of his Enemies. Dreadful as Hiſtory repreſents. the 
Fight theſe People had with Julius Ceſar, it was attend- 
ed by Conſequences yet leſs. dreadful, than this with 
Francis the Firſt at Marignon. . Ek 
THE 44th of April 1544, the Count de Anghien 
General of the French Army, gained the Battle of Se- 
riſolet over the Imperial Forces, compoſed of Germans 
and Spaxiards;. fifteen thouſand Imperialifts lay breath- 
leſs on the Earth, and two thouſand five hundred and 


even 
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ſeven thouſand were ſlain, and fix hundred and fifty nine; 
with their General, and an immenſe Booty wrought 4 in 
triumph to Paris. | 
IHE 14th of January 155 5 3, the French obliged the | 
Emperor Charles the Fifth. to raiſe the famous Siege 
of Mentz which he had attacked with a formidable 
s Army.” 

AND the 14th of March 1590, Sw the Great 
won the | memorable Victory over the Army of the 
League, which at one blow deſtroyed the Hydra that 
had ſo long diſturbed its native Country with inteſtine 
Broils' | All the rebellious Towns ſubmitted upon it; 
and it was never in the power either of the Spaniards, 
or any other Neighbour jealous of the French Glory, 
to revive the dying be of this once dangerous and 
turbulent Faction. 

VO convince us, fad eee perceiving The- 
lament was- ſilent, that theſe Epochs were too happy 
forvus not to excuſe our Superſtition; and methinks 
it would be an Obſtinacy not leſs pardonable wholly to 
ſlight Days which brought Occurrences ſo remarkably 
fortunate. 1 

BUT, replied. Halkia, 1 this! Fe have ee to 
accbunt thoſe: points of time as happy, the vanquiſhed 
have the ſame td look om them as the reverſe; and I 
ſnould be curious ta know if I could, what they ſaid 
of them. There is no doubt, ſaid Era/mus, but thoſe 
who ſuffered ſo. conſiderably, put thoſe Days in the rank 
of the 'moſt unfortunate. But continued he, it is not 
only to France the Number Fourteen has been fo lucky. 
William, ſurnamed the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, 
obtained that great Victory over Hera/d King of England, 
which put him in poſſeſſian of the whole Iſland on the 
14th of Auguſt 1066. 

THIS Prince, aſſiſted by the Troops of William 
the Eighth; Duke of Guyenne, and Count of Poitou; of 
Hugh de Liguria Count of Main; of Guy Count of Pon- 
thieu; of Euftace ſecond Count of Boulogne; of William 


the Firſt, Count of Nevers ; of Baldwin Count of Flan- 
I-23 | ders, 


1 
ders, his Brother-in-Law :; and by thoſe of the Count 
of Bretagne; met Harald on Haſtings Doauns in England, 
the two Armies conſiſting of near an hundred theuſand 
Men each; where after a very ſharp Fight, William was 
victorious, and that beautiful Kingdom ſubmitted to 
him by the Laws of Conqueſt, _ ; . 
IT might ſtill be faid, replied Alphonſo, that the 
od Genius of France favoured this Invaſion ; the 
Duke of Normandy being a Native of it, and the greateſt 
part of his Forces. After he had gained, added Oro- 
. phanes, this famous Battle, in which King Harold 
- Joſt his Life, as did alſo the Count of Ter his Brother; 
. he marched his conquering Troops directly to London, 
well knowing that being the Metropolis, all the other 
Cities would take example by it; and had ever done ſo 
in all the Revolutions England had known. He there. 
fore reſolved to allow no repoſe to himſelf or Army 
till he ſhould fix his Title in the Reduction of this 
City, which he found in a Confuſion not eaſy to de- 
derkbe. Fe | : 

THE approach of the Conqueror was no ſooner 

' known, than the Lords afſembled themſelves in the 
Tower of London; but they had little time for coo! 
Debates, the People came in great Numbers about the 
walls, crying out in a tumultuous Manner, that they 
ought to ſubmit to William Duke of Normandy, ſince 
the Crown had been bequeath'd him by king Edward ; 
and that it was better to preſerve their Lives, their 
Fortunes, and the Honour of their Wives and Daugh- 
ters, by opening their Gates freely to him, who elſe 
had the power to force them. Theſe Words ſo often 
repeated and with - ſuch vehemence, made the Lords 
eafily perceive they ſhould be conſtrained to comply with 
them; and whatever Deſires they might have of op- 
poſing William, there was now no time for it; the 
Counts Edwin and Moreand two Brothers, and expe- 
-rienced Generals, had been able to bring to London 
no more than four thouſand out of that great Army 
-4#hich had followed Harold; and there was ſo — 
. | 9 ope 
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hope of being able to raiſe a new one time enough to- 
prevent the Paſſage of the Conqueror; that it would 
have been little better than an Act of Deſperation to 
ſtand out againſt him... hn 
IN ſpight, therefore, of all the Remonſtrances made 
by Stigand Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Primate of 
the Kingdom, who employed all his Rhetorick to diſ- 
ſuade them from acknowledging a Stranger, it was re- 
ſolved among the principal Lords of the Court to throw 
themſelves in a Body at the Feet of Villiam to implore 
his Clemency, and offer him their Allegiance. They 
were the more confirmed in this Deſign when they 
heard that Eagar, who was the only Prince remaining 
of the antient Britons, accompany'd by the Archbiſhop. 
of York, the Biſhop of Durham, and the Counts Adin: 
and Moreand, were gone to meet the Conqueror at Berk-- 
hamſied. There was therefore no room for delay, and the 
Mayor of London, with all the principal Men of the Ci- 
ty, as well as Lords of the Court, ſet forward to aſſure 
him their Gates.were open to give him entrance. 
HE received their Submiſſions graciouſly, and the 
next day .marched towards the Capital, where he made 
a triumphant Entry on the 22d. of October 1066, four- 
teen Days after his Deſcent into England. Nothing 
could be a Spectacle of more Magnificenee that to ſee 
a Prince, followed by an Army of an hundred thouſand. 
Men, ſurrounded by a great Number of the Nobility of 
France, whom the Love of Glory alone had engaged 
to accompany him in this Expedition; and by thoſe. 
of England, who conducted him to the Palace of the 
Kings of England, amidſt the joyful Acclamations of ans 
innumerable Multitude, who teſtifyed now as much Love 
as they had done Hate ſome Days before; and all this 


was done without any confuſion, or without any abuſe: 


of Victory in the Conquerors, or murmur in the van- 
NOR was this wiſe Prince puffed up with Pride at 
his new Exaltation, but being of that Philoſopher's: 
Opinion, who ſaid, Il. fortune trod upon tbe Heels of 
— . , 
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good, in this Affluence of Proſperity, when every - thing 
ſucceeded even beyond his Hopes, he warded againſt the 
reverſe by all manner of neceſſary Precautions; and 
eaſily ſeeing the People of England were of a fickle, un- 
certain Diſpoſition, he divided his large Army into five 
Bodies, which he ſent into ſeparate Counties to awe 
them into a Perſeverance of that Duty he. defired from 
H Is Coronation being fixed for Chr//mas-day, he 

ſpoke to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, whoſe Office 
it was to perform that Ceremony; but how great was 
the furprize of this Conqueror, who, all cover'd with 

Glory, and in poſſeſſion of the moſt abſolute Power, 
Had nothing in him which could compel this Prelate 
to reſtrain the Sentiments of his Heart; but anſwered 
kim with the moſt determin'd Air, that the Holy Oils 
ought not to be adminiſter'd but to legitimate Kings: 
that Conqueſt had not the Power of making him any 
other than a Tyrant and Uſurper, who by Force had 
ſeated himſelf on a Throne to which he had no right. 

If, ſaid he, you would be a King, indeed, call a free 
Parliament ; and if the People elect you to reign over 
them, I ſhall be the firſt to acknowledge you as my So- 
vereign, and to pour on your Head that ſacred Unction 
which gives the Title of Royalty. But till I ſee you 
eſtabliſhed ſo by the Laws of the Land, no Perſuaſions, 
or Force, ſhall prevail on me to dreſs you in a pageant 
Greatneſs, and make a mockery of thoſe divine Cere- 
monies by which Kings are conſtitu tel. 

THE Reſolutidn, or rather the Boldneſs of this Pre- 
late left William in the utmoſt Attoniſhment-; yet did 
he not ſeem to reſent ät in the leaſt: But believing it 
would not be prudent to call any Aſſembly of the Feo- 
ple for his Election, as pretending his Right was un- 
eonteſtable, he:addreſs'd the Archbiſhop of. Jord, who, 
leſs ſcrupulous than his Grace of Canterbury, performed 
the Ceremony on the appointed day; and rejoyced to 
have this Opportunity of diſputing the Primacy with 
the other: which he did ſowarmhy, that all his Succeſ- 


ſors 


ger than had done by the Sword; he offer'd the reſidue 
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ſors have ever ſince kept it up; and tho” it has created 
infinite Diſturbances in the Church, not all the Medi- 
ation that could be made, has till this day been able to 
put an end to it; for tho' the Archbiſhops of Canterbu - 
7y have been in poſſeſſion of the Title, yet thoſe of Tort 
pretend to the Right of it, and would never be brought 


to recede from a Claim to that Dignity. 


THESE ſort of Quarrels, ſaid Areliſe, are often the 
Cauſe of great Diſorders in Religion ; Wherever the 
Prelates quit the great Deſign of their Function, and 
obſtinately uphold ſome particular View either of In- 


tereſt or Ambition, Hereſy takes its opportunity to creep 


in, the Rage of Party is fermented, Rebellions againit 
the Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction are imme- 
diately formed, the ſupreme Authority is affronted, 
and the very Fundamentals of the greateſt Monarchy 
are capable of being ſhaken. es | 
OBSTINACY, reply'd Thel/amont, is the inſepara- 
ble Companion of Hereſy, as I could eaſily make ap- 


pear in a thouſand Examples out of Hiſtory ; but as 1 


have now one very remarkable one qgcyrs to my re- 
membrance, that ſhall ſuffice. = „„ 
IN the Vear 1628, continued he, Monſieur the 


Prince de Conde, Father of him who has fil'd our An- 
nals with ſo many Heroic Actions, commanded the Ar- 


my of. the King againſt the Calviniſis who were then in 
open Rebellion, and had poſſeſt themſelves of ſeveral 
Provinces in the Weſt of France. This great General, 
among other Places beſieged the City of Sz. Sewer, and 
having made a conſiderable Breach in the Walls by his 
Artillery, order'd his Soldiers to give a general Aſſault; 
but they were repulſed with ſo much Vigour, that 


they were obliged to retire within their Trenches. They 


made various Attempts afterwards, but with the ſame 
Fate, and the Prince deſpairing to take-it by Storm, 
ſat down contented, that Famine would in a ſhort time 
make them gladly ſurrender. When their Diſtreſs was 
at the height, and greater Numbers periſhed thro' Hun- 
T4 - the 
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the moſt favourable Conditions, yet would not theſe 
obſtinate Wretches liſten to any Propoſals of that kind, 
chuſing rather to die with their Wives and Children 
the moſt miſerable of all Deaths, than live by the Mer- 
cy of a King they were reſolved to throw off all Alle- 
giance to. _ ; 
FAMINE within, and continual Aſſaults without, 
had at length left very few alive ; yet weak and almoſt 
Expiring as they were, their Obſtinacy remained in full 
Strength; and to deprive the Prince's Army of all Ad- 
vantage by their Conqueſt, they deſtroyed by Fire all 
their rich Furniture, which was too bulky to be eaſily 
taken away; and one Night when it was very dark 
made a Hole in the Wall, thro' which they crept, car- 
Tying with them whatever they had preſerved from the 
Flames, and made their Eſcape to the Mountains, 
where they all periſhed miferably. _ ES 
A the break of Day, the Prince being told that no 


Peaerſon was to be ſeen on the Walls, made his Troops 


advance cautiouſly, imagining ſome Ambuſcade ; but 
porceiving the Gap made in the Wall, he eaſily conjee- 
tured the Truth, and was preſently confirmed, when 
after forcing the undefended Gates, he found ſeveral Men 
loaded with Goods, and endeavouring to follow their 
Companions the ſame way they went; theie he cauſed. 
to be ſlain on the ſpot : aud thus periſhed all the Tnha- 
bitants of that unhappy City, Victims of Hereſy and 

Rebellion. ö 8 ; | 
| THIS was, indeed, ſaid Si/viana, a very terrible Ef- 
fet of Obſtinacy, and I think one cannot too much 
guard one's ſelf againſt a Vice which never fails to bring 
its Puniſhment along with it. | 
 OBSTINACY, added. Orophanes, is the moſt per- 
nicious Quality a Perſon can be guilty of, becauſe it 
not only occaſions all manner of Crimes, but alfo en- 
courages a perſeverance in them; it utterly deſtroys all 
the ſocial Virtues, and in matters of Religion is the ruin 
of that very Motive by which in pretends to be ſup- 
ported; Meekneſs, Humanity, and a ready Conformity 
| 3 5 to 


, to the higher Powers in all lawful Things, being the 
I very Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Tis 
n wholly owing to this Vice of Obſtinacy, that the 
5 Chriſtian World is ſo much divided in itſelf; and while 
. thoſe who profeſs themſelves the Followers of Feſus, 

waſte the time in diſſenſions with each other, on meer 


%L Formalities, and Things not at all neceſſary to Salvation, 
ſt the Enemies of our holy Faith gain Ground, and make 
U a jeſt of our unhappy Miſunderſtandings. 5 
| THIS is an unhappy Truth, replied Julia, and in 
I! thoſe Kingdoms, where all Opinions are tolerated, and 
y every Profeſſor inveighs with equal Warmth againſt the 
k other, how difficult would it be for an Heathen, whe 
r- ſhou'd come among them to know which was in 


* the Right, or whether all were not guilty of ſome Ex- 
I ͤ was this, ſaid Melantus, which gave Occaſion for 


10 that ſevere Saying of a Turk, that the Chriftians chang- 
ps ed their Opinions in Matters of Religion, as often as 
ut they did the Faſhion of their Garments; and as far as 
e- he could perceive, every Man made ſuch a one for him- 
en ſelf as pleaſed him beſt. | 2 

en 0 ſee, ſaid Celemena, turning to Silviana and Are- 
eir liſe, in what kind of Entertainments this charming So- 
ed ciety paſs their Time. I doubt not but you are already 
la- convinced of the Truth of what I have told you; but con- 


nd tinued ſhe, I am ſure Urania will not oppoſe the Deſire I 
have to regale your Eyes as well as Ears, by letting you 

Ef- partake all the Beauties of her agreeable Retreat. 
ch TH O' I have nothing in it, which I can flatter my- 
ng ſelf, will anſwer the Deſcription your Goodneſs has gi- 
| ven of it, anſwer'd Urania, yet I am obliged to comply 
er- with your Requeſt, becauſe I hope the beautiful Si/viane 
it and Areliſe may find it commodious enough to be ho- 
en- noured ſometimes with their Preſence. oy; 
all AT theſe Words all the Company roſe up, and ſhe 
uin conducted the fair Strangers thro? all the different Apart- 
up- ments of which her Houſe was compoſed : they appear- 
ity ed charmed with the Order every Thing was in, the 
OY | — | pleaſant 


pleaſant from the Window, the N eatneſs 
and the Delicacy of Fancy Lrania had ſhown in her 
Choice of the Furniture, Pictures, and Hangings ; but 
above all, they were delighted with a Cloſet, in which 
there were a great Number of Silk - worms; thoſe little 
Animals which ſpend their Lives for the Pride of Man- 
kind. Seeing they were all at Work, and the nice Oe- 
conomy with which every thing proper either for their 
Suſtenance or Labour was prepared for them, Celemena 
cried out, Urania is ignorant of nothing. This Accla- 
mation was ſeconded by Silviana and Areliſe, and every 
one agreed that nothing cou'd be more pleaſing than 
ſuch an Amuſement, © _ 2 . 
IT cannot, ſaid Urania, be reckoned among the uſe- 
ful Occupations to keep theſe Creatures, becauſe the 
Sun has not power enough in this Country to render 
their Productions ſerviceable as in Climates more warm. 
J paſs a little time with em, continued ſhe, without any 
other Motive than an Occaſion to admire the Work of 
Providence, who has ordained ſo ſmall an Animal the 


| Source of the greateſt Commerce in the Univerſe. 


THEIR Induſtry, and the different Metamorphoſes 
which are neceſſary for the Multiplication of their 
Species, is I think to be reckoned among the Wonders 
- _—_ and deſerves the Attention -of the whole 

'TIS true, faid Camilla, and I could paſs whole days 
unwearied, in ſuch a Contemplation ; but while we fo 
Juſtly give opr Admiration to theſe little Animals, me- 
thinks we ought to teſtify Gratitude to thoſe who firſt 
- diſcovered the uſefulneſs of them; and I ſhould be glad 
to know to whom we are ſo much obliged. 

THE Chine/e undoubtedly, anſwer'd Thelamont, were 
the firſt who found out their worth ; and the Way of 
ordering them, ſo as not to have this beautiful Iſſue of 
their Bowels turn to no account: becauſe twelve Religi- 
ous Men of the Order of St. Bafil, who were Miſſioners 
in China, brought the Eggs from thence into Greece, and 
:Inſtruged that Country in the Art of . them 
| 8 during 
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during the Wiater Seaſon, how to feed them when they 
became Worms with the Leaves of Mulberries, to take 


the Silk from the Shells, and to put it in a Condition 


afterwards for twiſting and weaving. They found ſuch 
an Advantage in this Manufacture, that they planted. 
Mulberries thro' all their Grounds, and in a few Years all 
Greece and Aa Minor, was covered with Trees of that 
Fruit, eſpecially the White, the Leaves of which are 
accounted beſt for theſe Animals. The Emperors have 
had ſuch a conſiderable Revenue from their Silk, that 
ſeveral Edicts have been paſſed by them, to forbid on 


pain of Death the Tranſportation of any of theſe Eggs : 


but in ſpite of theſe Precautions the Haliun Merchants 
procured great Quantities; but not having the right 
Method of managing them, when in their Encloſures, 
they could never outlive one Seaſon ; ſo that either thro? 
the Negligence or Ignorance of other Nations, Greece 
for a long time was in poſſeſſion of this Treaſure, and en- 
groſſed the Commerce of the whole World. | 

BUT at laſt, Roger, King of S:c:y,. taking up Arms 


againſt Manuel Comnenus, Son of Fohn Comnenus, Empe- 


ror of Conflantinople, for having violated the Law of 
Nations in ill-treating his Ambaſſadors, made a League 
with the Florextines, and the Republick of Piſa and 
Genoa ; and theſe Powers being joined in the Year 1150 
made a Deſcent on the Iſland of Corcira, now called 
Corfu ; which having ſubdued, they paſt on and took 
the City of Thebes, Chalcidy, and many others, where 


they found an immenſe Booty; but the moſt conſidera- 


ble to them was the Manufactures of Silk. They brought 
with them all the Men and Women employ'd in tending © 
the Worms, in rolling the Balls, and winding the Silk, 
as alſo all the Inſtruments and Utenſils of the Manufac- 
ture, with a prodigious Quantity of the Eggs, and tran- 
ſported this rich Treaſure into /ta/y, where the Art was 
in a ſmall time not only underſtood, but improved and 
brought to ſuch Perfection, that it is the greateſt 
Revenue of the Place, as allo of Provence, Languedoc, 


and Spain. 


F 
THERE is one thing, ſaid Silviana, which I cannot 
forbear taking notice of; and, that is, that to expreſs 
a Curioſity here, of knowing any thing, be it of what- 
ſoever Subject, one is immediately fatisfj'd in a Manner 
ſo engaging, and ſo little common, that tis a kind of 
happineſs to be ignorant, that one may receive the Plea- 
ſure of ſuch Inſtruction. | BOY 
As Celemena knew the Modeſty of Thelamont, made 
him entirely averſe to praife, ſhe interrupted S Iviana in 
theſe Terms: We ſhould never have done, ſaid ſhe, were 
wie to indulge thoſe Reflections, which are indeed the 
Due of every thing we find in this place: but as I 
have begun to take the liberty of preſcribing Rules to 
this Company to day, I am of Opinion, that a Walk 
| — the Gardens would give new Charms to the Conver- 
tion. | | 
THE Sun being now near his Decline, this Advice 
was too agreeable not to be comply'd with, and being 
adjourned to the Terraſs, Silbiana and Areliſe found 
new Matter for Admiration. I am no longer ſurprized, 
laid the former of theſe amiable Ladies, at the Impati- 
_ ence Melantus and Hortenſia expreſs'd to come hither, 
for I already begin to dread the Moment that muſt take 
me from a Place ſo full of every thing that can delight 
Either the Mind or Senſe. | = 
THE Motive which obliges you to quit us, anſwer'd 
Celemena, will eafily conſole you. I proteſt, added A. eliſe, 
with a bluſh that gave her new Attractions, nothing but 
a Union earneſtly defired, could make us leave this - 
Company without the utmoſt Reluctance. LS 
IF you would have us give credit to words fo oblig- 
ing, ſaid Orophanes, you muſt ſpeedily return to us, and 
bring with you, thoſe Gentlemen, who are ſhortly to be 
happy in the Title of your Husbands. And whatever 
elſe may be wanting in this Society, I can promiſe you 
one Satisfaction, that you may enjoy the Liberty among 


among us of loving and confeſling it, without any dan- 
ger of being cenſured or ridiculet. 
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THERE cannot certainly be a greater Bleſſing in a 
married State, reply'd S:/vjana, than ſuch a Freedom, 
and I believe the Inconſtaricy of the Men has been the 
only caufe it is ſo little practiſed. The Husband is aſham'd 
to pretend a Paſſion which ſo many know he is incapable 
of feeling; and the Wife dreads giving any Demonſtra- 
tions of hers, leſt ſhe ſhould be looked on as a mean- 
ſpirited, or too fond Woman. | | 
T Is certain, Madam, ſaid Eraſmus, that the Incon- 
ſtancy of both Sexes had very near abrogated the Cuſ- 
tom of married People behaving to each other with any 
ſort of Tenderneſs in publick ; but I think it begins to 
revive again ſince Divorces have been leſs frequent, the 


difficulty of being ſeparated, makes both Men and Wo- 


men weigh with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs their own Incli- 
nations, and the Merits of the Perſon to whom they 
are about being united, and not entring into that State 
without being well determined, there follows not thoſe 
Occaſions for repenting it afterward, as uſually happen- 
ed when Whim, or a ſudden Flight of Paſſion was the 
Motive. | | Ed 
VE for all that, replied Alpbonſo, we often ſee 
perſons very unhappy in Marriage, who have not en- 
tered into it without a long Reflection. Nor do I think 
any can be ſaid to enjoy the pleaſures of it truly, who 
content themſelves with a ſimple Regard and Civility ; 
the ſame warmth of Paſſion which occaſioned that Uni- 
on, muſt continue, or it will ſink into an inſipid Indo- 
lence, which by degrees will become inſupportable. Nor 
is it ſufficient that this Ardour ftill reigns in one of them, 
it muſt be reciprocal, ſuch as I dare believe is between 
us all; elſe I declare a Divorce is rather to be wiſhed 
than condemn'd. | . 
BUT, ſaid Felicia, it was the Aſſurance that every 
one had of being able at any time to throw off Bonds 
which grew uneaſy, that made People fo little careful 
of ſoftning them, by Sweetneſs, and Good-Nature; 
therefore, I think the Praftice is well laid aſide, fince 
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it was in reality no more than a Sanction for incon- 
ſtancy. „ 5 
OF all the Divorces I have read of, ſaid Orophanes, 
I know none more ſurprizing than that of Etbelred, 
King of England; and if Felicia will relate the Hiftory 
cf it to you, I am perſuaded you will be of my Opi- 
nion. I hope my dear Felicia, replied Urania, will not 
deprive us of that Satisfaction, nor refuſe me a Com- 
plaiſance I have always had for her. SE 
* YOU need preſs me no farther, ſaid that amiable 
Lady; and as I ought to conform to the Rules eſta- 
bliſhed here, and we have time enough before Supper, 
I will give you the Hiſtory of the Life of that Prince, 
as well as I am able. | | | E 
THEN having pauſed a little, as if to recolle& the 
Paſſages ſhe was about to mention, ſhe began in this 
manner. 


The Hiftory of ETHELRED King of 
England. 5 


NGLAND had been torn with continual Wars and 
Diſſenſions, ſince the Conqueſt of the Saxons, who 

had divided it into ſeven Kingdoms ; nor cou'd it be 
ſaid to enjoy any Tranquility till the time of Arhe/ftan, 
who began his Reign in the tenth Age. This Prince, 
by his Valour and Policy, gained the ſole Dominion ; 
and having called in the People on the Coaſts of Gaul, 
diſtributed among them feveral of the Lands, which 
they occupied in the moſt induſtrious Manner, ſo that, 
within a few Years time, and the Benefit of a perfect 
Peace among themfelves, and with their — 
| | : this 
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this State carried on an extenſive Commerce, and be- 
came greatly rich and flouriſhing. 


7 


THE Fertility of the Country and Convenience of 


its Ports, joined to the Cares of this wiſe Monarch, 


fixed a Proſperity in England which continued till the 
Reign of Ethelred; one of his Succeſſors, who arrived 


at the regal Dignity in the Vear 1004. This Prince, 
whom Heaven had endowed with all the Qualities requi- 


ſite to compleat an amiable Man, and great King, ha 
been a very happy Monarch, cou'd he have vanquiſhed _ 


his amorous Inclinations, or had his Paſhon been ac- 


companied with Conſtancy. ' 


HE had recetead his Education under the Cars tt 


Prince of his own Blood, named Edgar ; if at any time 


there aroſe an irregular Emotion in his Soul, it was im- 
mediately checked by the Admonitions of this wiſe Go- 
vernor ; accuſtomed always to obey the Direction of 
this Guide, the young Ezhelred examined not into his 
own Heart, nor thought it neceſſary for a long time to 
conſult on any thing, as believing it ſufficient to avoid 
Evil, to conform himſelf to tread in the Steps of ſuch 
a Leader. 


BUT as Children, who, while ſupported under the 
Arms, walk-in Security, no ſooner are truſted alone, 


than they fall; ſo the Diſpoſition of Etbelred, his 
Wit, his Generofity, and the Art of making himſelf 
beloved wherever he pleaſed, ſo much deceiv'd the Pe- 


netration of Edgar, prudent as he was, that believing 


him incapable of falling into any groſs Errors, he was 


willing to ſee him regulate his Conduct himſelf, and 


ſomething too early relinquiſhed that Authority, the 
right of Protector of the Realm, and Governor had given 
him over him. | 

ETHELRED being of an Age. in which the exte- 
rior Graces are the moſt admired, when the Crown wag 
ſet upon his Head, his People ſaw him wear it with 
Acclamations of Joy, which ſeemed authorized by an 


| aſſured belief, that it was his due to reign over them, 
THE 


as much by Preheminence of Virtue, as of Blood. 
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Expectations, not only of his Subjects, but the whole 
World had conceived of him; Juſtice, ſweetly tem- 
pered with Mercy and Wiſdom, were the Companions 


rites, a Point wherein few Princes do not err, he diſco- 
vered an admirable Diſcernment, and a Love for Virtue. 
Among thoſe who deſerved and poſſeſſed that Title, was 
à Lord of the Court, named Cors; in him he placed the 
greateſt Confidence, and his good Qualities were fo 
© juſtifiable a Claim to the Favours he received, that he 
enjoyed em without that envy which ordinarily attends 
Royal Bounty. : | 
THO? the Court of Zhe/red was full of Princeſſes 
and Ladies of great Beauty, yet had he never ſhewn a 


ral Gallantry, made known he was not unacquainted 


ſible of them himſelf. | 5 | | 
BUT now approached the fatal Moment when he 
ſhould no longer boaſt a Liberty unconquerable. Having 
appointed to go one Day into the Country, on a Party of 
Pleaſure with ſome of his Nobles, tlie Streets and Houſes 
of Londen were thronged with People to behold him 


Subjects Love, he very often raiſed his Head, as he rode 
on horſeback, to ſhow himſelf with more Convenience 
to thoſe in the Windows, It was in this Action that he 
had the Opportunity of ſeeing in one of them a young 
Perſon of about ſixteen or ſeventeen Years of Ape, but 
of ſo ſurpriſing a Beauty, as immediately riveted his 


Contemplation of her Charms gave him, and perha 
Had continued gazing much longer than he did, if his 


him; but tho' he rode forward, his head was turned 
toward the Place where ſhe was, till too preat a diſtance 
barred the Proſpect. | | 


BUT 


THE firſt Vears of his Reign deceived not the high 


of his Authority; and even in the choice of his Favo. 


particular Attachment to any of them ; but by a gene- 


with the Methods of inſpiring ſoft Defires, while inſen- 


paſs ; and obſerving with Pleaſure this Teſtimony of his 


Eyes on her Face. He could not reſiſt the Pleaſure the 


Horſe, unaccuſtomed to thoſe Pauſes, had not removed 
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BUT when he no longer beheld her with his bodily 
Eyes, thoſe of his Mind till feaſted on her Idea, nor 
did the Diverſions he partook in the Country make her 
one Moment abſent from him, In fine, his Paſſion was 
as ſtrong as it was ſudden, and nothing being able to 
compenſate for the Pleaſure of ſeeing her, he returned 
to London much ſooner than he intended, and with Emo- 
tions vaſtly different from thoſe with which he left it. 
As every Movement of a King is immediately blazed 
abroad, the ſame Multitude who aſſembled to behold 
his going, were Witneſſes of his coming back; but he 
received not the Acclamations of the tranſported Popu- 
lace with that Chearfulneſs he was wont to do, the 
Charmer of his Heart, and who his impatient Eyes were 
in ſearch of, appeared not. The Houſe which had pre- 
ſented her to him, was now ſhut up, and the Hope of a 
ſecond Interview entirely baniſh'd. 7 

SO great and unexpected a Diſappointment ſtruck 
him to the Soul, nor could he conceal the firſt Emotions 
of his Grief, his Countenance chang'd, and the - moſt 
gloomy Penſiveneſs o'erſpread thoſe Eyes which uſed to 
diffuſe Joy around. Cork. in a Moment perceived the 
Alteration, and being near him, asked if he found him- 
ſelf not well. This Demand rouzing the King from 
that Lethargy of Thought he had been in, and looking 
on this Favourite with a diſorder'd Air, when we ar- 
rive at the Palace, ſaid he, I will conceal nothing from 
thee; till then take no farther notice of my Behaviour. 
Theſe Words were ſufficient to make the Perſon to 
whom they were addreſs'd know that the Mind of his 
Sovereign labour'd under ſome great Inquietude, and 
calling to Mind the earneſtneſs with which he had fix'd 
his Eyes on a young Beauty at their Departure, and the 
deep Studies he had ever ſince heen in, was not far from 
gueſſing the Truth of this Adventure ; but could not 
conſider it as any great Misfortune that a Prince like 
Ethelred, who he thought might make his Fate in ſuch 
Affairs, ſhould become enamour'd. Ha | 


THEY 
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THEY had no ſooner enter'd the Palace than the 
King retired to his Cloſet, whete none but Cork be- 
ing admitted, Can I, ſaid he to him with a Look which 
ſeem'd to penerate into his very Soul, can I depend 
upon thee? Has the Love and Eſteem, which I have 
always teſtify'd for thee, been capable of engaging thy 
Service and Secreſy in the moſt important Aﬀair of my 
whole Life ? | 33 

OH Sir ! reply'd this Favourite, throwing himſelf at 
his Feer, I beleech you wrong not my Duty or my 
Zeal, by doubting them. My Cares, my Pains, my 
Blood, my Life is yours. —Diſpoſe of them as you pleaſe, 
What is it I muſt undertake ? What is it I muſt acom- 
pliſh? Vouchſafe to ſpeak, and eaſe me of that cruel 
Diſquiet I am in, by the fight of yours. | 
_ ALAS! reſumed the King, with a deep Sigh, I wonder 
rot at thy Diſcernment; J am not yet enough accuſ- 
tomed to the Motions I feel, to learn the Art of conceal- 
ing them. Cork, continu'd he, after a little pauſe, I 
love; but love with a Violence, which is not to be 
equall'd, nor deſcrib'd; and to complete my Misfor- 
tune, am ignorant who it is I love. Then he related 
to him all that had happen'd, and having diſcover'd the 
deſpair he was in of ever more beholding the Object of 
his Wiſhes ; Tis for thee, my dear Cork, reſumed he, 
to ſeek, to find, to inform this admirable Perſon of my 
Paſſion, and to ſave the Life of thy Sovereign, by in- 
ipiring her with ſome Part of the ſame Tenderneſs for 
me. | | | 
HERE the King ceaſed to ſpeak, and Cork was re- 
Joic'd to find that all the Trouble he had expreſe'd ſprung 
cnly from an amorous Inclination, which he foreſaw 


no great difficulty in the Gratification of. He omitted 


nothing that could bring Erhelred to be of the fame 
Opinion, and after having aſſur'd him that he would ne- 
glect nothing for the Completion of his Deſires, I hum- 
bly entreat, Sir, ſaid he, that you would reſume your 
uſual Gaiety ; 'tis the utmoſt Injuſtice to yourſelf to 
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doubt ſucceſs. Whatever Charms this Maid may be 
miſtreſs of, you have ſuch as, join d with your Dignity, 
might make all the Beauties of the Earth think it their 
their Glory to ſubmit to you. 

ETHELRED anſwer'd not to this Diſourks but with 
ſhaking his Head: which made the Favourite ſee, that 
when a violent Paſſion has taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart, 
Self. love vaniſhes of courſe; and how amiable- ſoever 
the Lover is, he thinks all too little to pleaſe the Object 
belov'd ; but being a little re-aſſured at the Promiſ.s 
Cork had made him, he returned to the Drawing-Room, 
where he appeared with an Air of Contentment, which 
gave his Courtiers no room to ſuſpect there was the leaſt 
diſturbance in his Mind. 

CORK, who went out of the Palace, with a Reſo- 
lution not to enter into it again, till be had made the 
Diſcoveries enjoin'd him, was ſo ſucceſsful in his I nqui- 
ries, that he ſoon found the Perſon who had been able 
to captivate the Heart of his King, was called Ezhel- 
give ; that ſhe was the Daughter of an Artiſan, who, 
her Mother being dead, had beſtowed all the Profits of 
his Endeavours on her Education in 4 Nunnery.; but 
his Trade falling off, he had been obliged to take her 
thence, and that ſhe now lived at home with him, as 
did alſo a Niece of his named Edith, where ſhe ſpent 
her Time wholly in Acts of Piety and Duty, managing 
her Father's Affairs, and endeavouring to conſole him in 
his Misfortunes. 

WHEN he had informed himſelf thus far that he 
might leave nothing undone which might contribute 
to the Satisfaction of his Royal Maſter, he went to the 
Houſe of the Artiſan, and under Pretence of ordering 
ſomething to be done in his way of Buſineſs, enter- 
t2ined him with many Queſtions concerning his Fami- 
ly, and the Profits which might accrue from his Trade. 
The Artiſan, who found by his Appearance that he was 
a Man of Quality, tho' he had no Train with him, 
anſwered him with the Circumſpection of a Man, who 
feared the Knowledge of his low Circumſtances, might 


loſe him a good Cuſtomer. = Cork perceiving the 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe of his Reſerve, to oblige him to ſpeak more 
plain, reſumed his Diſcourſe in this manner: I know, 
ſaid he, you are an honeſt Man, and that your Condi- 
tion is very unhappy at this Time: explain yourſelf 
therefore to me without Diſguiſe. I am told you have 
a Niece and Daughter, who are handſome and well 
brought up, but that you have had Misfortunes, which 
deprive you of the Means of eſtabliſhing them in the 
World according to their Merit or your Deſire; if it 
be ſo, I would not have you deſpair, we have a King 
who compaſſionates the Miſery of his Subjects, and is 
never better pleaſed than when he has Opportunity of 
relieving them ; if he were acquainted with your Po- 
verty, I know he would make a change in your Con- 
dition, and enable you- to marry the young Maids to 
your Satisfaction. | 

AH my Lord! replied the good Man, Kings are too 
much taken up with great Affairs to think of rendring 
all their Subjects happy; and however charitable ours 
may be, I have nothing to hope from his Bounty ; 1 
have never done him any Service, and am but one of 
the meaneſt Members of the State. I am poor, my 
Lord, continued he, but I am not romantic ; my Niece 
and Daughter are indeed not diſagreeable in their Perſons 
nor Behaviour, but they are prudent and Virtuous, and 
entertain no Views above their Birth and Fortune. 

I muſt ſee them, reſumed Cork, I have ſome Power, 
at Court, and 'can recommend them to the Service of 
ſome Ladies, whoſe Virtue wili confirm and be a Guide 
to theirs. To prove my good Intentions for you, con- 
tinu'd he, pulling out a Purſe of Gold, take this, it 
will ſupply your Neceſſities, till I have taken Meaſures 
to render you paſt the Want of it. | 

THE Arii/an was equally ſurprized at the Demand 
and Generoſity of Cort; and conſidering a long Time 


what it was beſt for him to do, the Favourite gueſſed 


at bis Thoughts, and to relieve him from this Perplexi- 

ty, Fear nothing, ſaid he, I come not to ſeduce the 

young Maids ; tis only Compaſſion induces me to _ 
— | the 
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theſe Offers, nor will I deſire to ſpeak to them but be- 
fore yourſelf. 3 a | 
THESE Words, joined to the grave and reſerved 
Air of him that ſpoke them, entirely vanquiſhed all the 
Scruples of the old Man ; and after having thrown himſelf 
at his Feet to return 'Thanks for the Benefit conferr'd on 
him, he heſitated not to conduct him to a little ill- 
furniſh'd Chamber where Ethelgibe and Edith were 
fitting at Work. Their Habits plain and negligent, 
hindred not Cerk from diſtinguiſhing the Beauties of 
Ethelgive; never had he beheld any thing ſo perfectly 
lovely. She was tall, of a moſt delicate Shape, and 
had an Air which ſpoke Modeſty and Wiſdom ; fweetly 
proportien'd Hands and Arms; large blue Eyes, lively 
and ſparkling, but accompanied with an irreſiſtible 
.Softneſs; a well-made Noſe, and the fineſt Mouth and 
Teeth in the World ; and to all this, a Skin of a. moſt 
dazzling Whiteneſs, The Favourite of Ethelred cou'd 
not preſently overcome his Aſtoniſhment, at the Sight 
of ſo many Charms; nor refrain teſtifying it by lifting 
up his Hands and Eyes to Heaven, on which Ehelgive 
-bluſh'd extremely, and was little leſs confuſed, tho? for 
different Reaſons. 5 | ] 

THE Features of Cork were not altogether un- 
known to her; there were ſecret Emotions which had 
Imprinted on her Memory all thoſe who were near 
the King's Perſon the Day he rode thro' the City; 
.and as he had the ſame Habit on, it was eaſy for her 
to recal the Idea of him; and tho' ſhe knew not his 
Name or Quality, ſhe very well knew he belong'd to 
Ethelred; and her Virtue preſently taking the Alarm 
at this Viſit, ſhe was about to ask her Father, vn what 
Motive he was introduced to her Chamber, when Cork 
having a little recover'd his Surprize, prevented her, 
by approaching her with a Reſpe& rather due to a 
Queen, than to the Daughter of a ſimple Mechanick ; 
and ſaying, pardon, Madam, the Preſumption of my Cu- 
rioſity ; I could not be eaſy till I was convinc'd whe- 


ther the Reports I heard concerning your Beauty were 
** ", 
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true or falſe, but I find you fo infinitely beyond all De. 
ſcription, that Doubt is loſt in Wonder. But in atone. 
ment for my Temerity, I ſhall this Moment inform the 
King of what I've ſeen, and dare venture to aſſure you, 
he has too great a Regard for Merit, ſuch as yours, not 


to render it as happy as it is great. 
MY Lord, anſwer'd Erhelgive, with a modeſt haugh-. 


tineſs, we are of a Birth and Station infinitely beneath 


the Conſideration of the King, or thoſe- who have the 
Honour to approach him. Till we are abandoned by 
Heaven, Ill-fortune has no power to hurt us; nor have 
wie the leaſt Ambition to alter our preſent Way of Liv- 
ing; und if it be permitted me to ask any return for 
the Complaiſance my Father has ſhown you, it ſhall be 
only, that you will ſay nothing to the King of this Ad- 
venture, nor debaſe yourſelf by any future ye? boy « 
place altogether unworthy-to receive you. 

I ſhall always in what I can, ſaid Cork, pay an en 
tire Submiſſion to the Will of ſo beautiful a- Perſon; 
but it is not in my power to diſpenſe with informing 
the King of what I have ſeen; and if by his Orders I 
am obliged to attend you a ſecond time, it ſhall be with 
a Reſpect which I hope will give you leſs Fear and more 
Confidence. 

AFTER theſe Words he made a low 1 and re- 
tir'd with the Father of this Beauty, who made uſe of 
his utmoſt Efforts to make Cork take back the Purſe 
he had given him; but the other refuſed it with ſuch 
an Air of Authority, that he durſt not preſs it any far- 
ther. 

TH E amorous Fthelred was all this while in the 
extremeſt Impatience, never had the Hours ſeemed. ſo 
tedious ; but the Sun had ſcarce withdrawn his Beams 
from that Part of the Horizon, when- he ſaw his faith- 
ful Emiſſary appear with a Satisfaction in his Counte- 
nance, which in ſome Meaſure e the News he 
brought. 

TIS not to be doubted, but that the. King, ſollici: ous 


for the Event of bis Favourite's Negociations, ſoon made 
an 
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an Opportunity of being alone with him; which he no 
ſooner was, than he received an exact Intẽlligence of 
aul that had paſſed. During the Repetition, Ethelred 
appear'd tranſported with Love and Joy; and the mean 
Birth and Fortune of Etbelgive gave him fo aſſured a 
Hope of accompliſhing his Deſires, that he took no 0- 
ther notice of the Anſwer ſhe had made to Cor4, than 
to admire her Wit. After having conſulted with him 
how he ſhould ſee her, he was convinc'd it was wholly 
improper for him to go to the Houſe of ſo poor a Sub- 
jet, and that there muſt be ſome Means found to re- 
move her to a place leſs frequented, and where the Ac- 
tions of a King wou'd be leſs obſerved. | 
LOVE, ingenious in all the Stratagems neceſſary for 
its Gratification, preſently made Ezhelred bethink him of 
a Foreſt, where he had ſometimes taken the Diverſion of 
hunting, and in the Midſt of which, he had a ſmall plea- 
ſure-houſe, ſmall for the Retinue and Grandeur of a 
Monarch, but ſpacious enough to entertain him as a 
Gueſt. To this, he ordered Cor4 to remove her with 
her Father, and that young Kinſwoman who was at pre- 
ſent her Companion; adding alſo, that he wou'd have 
him neglect nothing to adorn it, which ſhou'd befit the 
Apartments of the Miſtreſs of a King. | | 
TH O' this requir'd ſome time, yet Ethelred was wil- 
ling to deprive himſelf for ſome Days of the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her, that he might ſee her in a Condition worthy 
of the Love he had for her. He alſo forbad Cork to vi- 
ſit her till every thing ſhould be prepared for her Recep- 
tion at this Place. But this Favourite was fo zealous for 
the Satisfaction of his King and Friend, that in eight 
Days he had filled the Houſe with every thing that was ne- 
ceſſary for the Convenience or Happineſs of Life; and 
having informed him of it, the King under pretence of 
hunting in the Foreſt, went himſelf, and ſaw that every 
thing was conformable to his Defires and the Integrity of 
Cork, | 
WHILE the King of England employed himſelf in 
theſe tender Cares, the beautiful Ezhe/give was not with» 


out 
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out her Diſquiets: the Preſence of Cork had rekindled 
Sentiments in her Heart, which her Virtue and her Rea. 
fon had a long time combated, and at length pretty near 
extinguiſhed. Soon after Ethelred's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, the Father of Etbelgive, out of a Curioſity com- 
mon almoſt to all People, carry'd his little Family to ſee 
the new King ; and, as it was on one of thoſe ſolemn Days 
when Majeſty appears in its utmoſt Grandeur, they be. 

held him accompany*'d with all his Charms, which made 
ſuch an Impreſſion on the young Heart of Ezhelpiwve, that 
ever after his Image was before her Eyes ; ſhe could 


think of nothing elſe, ſpeak of nothing elſe, nor dream 


of nothing elſe, yet all without being ſenfible of the 
Occaſion of it, till Edith, who was three Years elder, by 
ſome ſerious Diſcourſes, made her enter into herſelf, and 
endeavour to put a Stop to the Torrent of an Inclination 
which ſeem'd ſo wild and unwarrantable. 

, THE tender Maid no ſooner diſcovered it was Love, 
that agitated her, than ſhe began with all her might to 
ſtruggle with it; ſhe reflected on her own Meanneſs, 
and wondered how ſhe could lift her Eyes on her 
' King, but as became the humbleſt of his Subjects; yet 
was not all ſhe could do ſufficient, ſtill had ſhe a Heart 
above her Birth, and tho' ſhe knew herſelf unworthy 
of Ethelred, yet could ſhe think no other Man worthy 

of her. „ 
IN Emotions ſuch as it is eaſy to conceive a Paſſion 
fo diſproportionable muſt occaſion, did ſhe languiſh 
near two Years, making none the Confident of her Miſ- 
fortune but Edith, who being very prudent and faith- 
ful, omitted nothing that might give her Conſolation, 
without flattering her with any Hopes of what neither 
of them could at that time imagine ſhould come to 
| paſs. They were entertaining themſelves on this Theme, 
when the trampling of Horſes, and the tumultuous Ac- 
clamations of the People made them run to the Win- 
dow: but how great was the Surprize of Ethelgiwe, when 
ſhe beheld the lovely Monarch, and according to her 


Opinion, more enchanting, more glorious than before! 
| 55 
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| She durſt not ſhut the Window, left any Bady ſhould 
take notice or rather had not the power to do it; the 


Eyes of the King being preſently fixed on her, rendring 
her incapable of any thing, and quite loſt in an Exta- 
ſy of ſomething to which one cannot well give a Name: 


but recovering from it, when ſhe ſaw him no longer, 


all that had paſſed ſeemed but like a pleaſing Dream; 
which, however, regretting to have hoſt ſo ſoon, ſne 
turned from the Windows with her Eyes ſtreaming with 
Tears, and cried out to her Couſin, O Edith my dear 
Edith What will become of the unfortunate Erhe/give ? 
THIS amiable Maid, who had a Mind wholly com- 
poſed of Swee:neſs, would not in the Anxiety of the 
other's combat her Paſſion with any warmth, and only 
ſkid, My moſt beloved Ethelgive, hope that Time, 
your own Virtue, and the Aſſiſtance of Heaven will 
bring a Cure ſo neceſſary for your Repoſe; and that 
you may neglect nothing on your part, reflect with- 
out ceaſing, that this Etbelred ſo beautiful, ſo well 
accompliſhed, is one of the greateſt Kings in the World; 
that we are among the Number of the meaneſt of his 
Subjects, and that only a Princeſs is or can be deſtin'd 
for him. | | | | ; 
I am not ignorant of all this, anſwer'd Ethelgiwe, 
and my Paſſion is accempany' d neither with Hopes, 
nor Deſires; for were it poſſible that this King, who 
is ſo dear to me, ſhould love me to the ſame Degree I 
love him, I ſhould not be leſs unhappy : Not all his 
Grandeur, his Power, and my own Paſſion ſhould com- 
pel me to betray my Honour I would not liſten to 
his Sollicitations I would endeavour to deteſt them, 
the firſt I am certain I could do, and if I were not able 
to bring my ſelf to the latter, it ſhould yet be of no 
Signification. But no matter, my dear Ediib, conti- 
nued ſhe, let us talk no more of him, if I cannot vanquiſn 
this fatal tenderneſs, I will not indulge it No, let 
me rather avoid all Occaſions of ſeeing this too charm- 
ing Prince — he will return to London, but I proteſt [ 
will not beamong thoſe who teſtify their Joy. ; 
Vor. III. = THIS 


on he 
in time ſhe ſhould be able to gain an entire Victory, and 


her Father the Danger of accepting ſuch a Sam. The 


try, and that makes me eaſily judge he muſt be of a 


occaſions them are ſhameful to us, as we are too mean to 
expect a Perſon of his Condition can have any Deſigns 
on us which are authorized by Virtue. | 

- without Tears, but the Artiſan who upderſtood not all 


| he, it would be the height of Folly to refuſe being 


[202]. 
THIS Reſolution was executed with the ſame Spi. 
rit it was formed ; and ſhe no ſooner heard that the King 
had entered the City Gates, than ſhe ſhut up the Win- 
dows, and retired to the back part of the Houſe, that ſhe 
might 4 even be tempted to look out. This Effort 


f with ſo much Succeſs, made her hope that 


in this Belief ſhe was, when Cork was introduced to her 


by her Father. | 
A Viſit ſo unexpected fill'd her with the utmoſt Sur- 
prize ; his Diſcourſe, and the remembrance with what 


an earneſtneſs the King dwelt on her Face, made her 


not doubt if it were Chance or Defign had brought this 
Courtier to their Houſe, who was no ſooner gane than 
her Father came to acquaint her and Edith with the 
Bounty he had received from him. 

ETHELGIVE, more=confirmed in what ſhe before 
apprehended, remonſtrated in a reſpectſul Manner to 


Preſents of great Men, ſaid ſhe, bring with them a Poi. 
ſon fatal to the Honour and Reputation of thoſe that re- 
ceive them : when beſtowed on Women they are yet of 
more pernicious: Conſequence ; what will the World net 


4 
| 
lay, when it ſhall be known that you have receiv*d Money il © 
from a Lord of the Court, and that you have permitted - 


him to ſee us? I am ignorant of the Name or Quality - 
of this Stranger, but I remember he was among thoſe " 
who were near the King when he departed for the Coun - I b 


conſiderable Rank; the Viſits of ſuch a Perſon can ter- 
minate only in our Diſhonour, becauſe the Motives which 


THE beautiful Erhe/give could not ſpeak theſe word 


theſe Delicacies, very much blamed her; I think, ſaid 


relieved from the Miſeries we ſuſtain, meerly thro! the he 
; | Fez 


' 4 Rw) 


Fear of what may be ſaid of us: beſides, for mean and 


2 | unhappy Perſons to receive Favours from thoſe above 
e them may be envied, but it is not without Example. I 


have heard of ſeveral Men of Quality who have been 
charitable enough to make the Fortune of poor Girls, 
14 without any Deſign of violating their Honours: this 
Lord ſaid nothing that can give us room to ſuſpect he has 
any ſuch Intention, and therefore I am reſolved to ac- 
cept of whatever Portion of his Bounty he ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to allow me. _ 3 1 

ETHELGIVE, perceiving there was no Remedy, 
nis J forbore making any Reply; but as ſoon as ſhe found 
herſelf alone with Edith, ſhe ſpared not to pour forth 
ne the Inquietudes and Terrors of her Soul, to which the 
other could give but little Conſolation, as being of the 
ſame Opinion, that this Lord had been attracted by her 
Beauty, and came thither for no other purpoſe than to 
"he wry her Virtue either for himſelf, or by Order of the 

ing. b | 90 

ETHELRE D, faid ſhe, regarded you with ſo much 
of | Attention, that I could never fince put it out of my 
Head, that from that Moment he entertained a Deſire 


not 
ney of knowing you more particularly; and on the other 
ted hand, tho? the Perſon who viſited us appeared full of 
liy I Admiration for your Beauty, yet did 1 obſerve nothing 


oe in him that denoted the Lover; beſides, you may remem- 
ber he would not be prevail'd on to give his Promiſe not 
fal to mention you to the King, which makes me almoſt aſ- 
ter- {ured he came by his Command, | : 
THAT is the moſt terrible of my Reflections, re- 
plied Ethelgive ; yet what can the King think of me? 
to what can he pretend? O my deareſt Faith! the 
juſt Indignation this Idea gives me, diminiſhes my ten- 
ord;Idcrneſs Ethelred cannot love a Maid like me, and 
- alllleſteem her ——his Paſſion which would complete the 
Glory of one of his own Birth, is the utmoſt Shame 
for me. Do me juſtice, continued ſhe, have I not al- 
Fvays kept my Wiſhes within the Bounds they ought to 
be? in ſpite of my abject —_ my Sentiments 
. '2 arc 
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are ſo far ſuperior, that I can look down on what the 
World calls Grandeur with Contempt, ſince it is not for 
me to partake of it by lawful Means. Etbelred bein 
King, cannot be the Husband of Ezhe/pgive, and Eike 
give will never be the Miſtreſs of Ezhelred, were he 
as infinitely greater than he is, as he is elevated aboye 


me. 
IN Diſcourſes ſuch as theſe did theſe two virtuous 
| Maids paſs the eight Days in which Cori was abſent, 
and they were beginning to flatter themſelves that this 
Adventure was at an end, when the Morning of 
the ninth, they ſaw this Favourite with the Father of 
Ethelgive come into their Chamber. Daughter, faid 
the Artiſan, I have received an Order from the King 
to remove from my Houſe, this Lord is charged with 
it, and this Day is appointed for our Daparture ; there- 
fore you muſt prepare yourſelf to obey. 
THE Conſternation Ethelgiwe was in at theſe Words 
was ſo great, that it took from her the power of reply- 
ing to them. Cork perceiving it, Madam, ſaid he, this 
Command of the King has nothing in it which ought 
to give you an Alarm: it is the Effect of his Royal 
Goodneſs, that you are to be removed from a Fabita- 
tion ſo unworthy of you: His Juſtice will not ſuffer a 
Perſon of your Perſections to be any longer unhappy: 
He has made choice of me to conduct you to the Re. 
treat allotted for you, your Father will go with you, al- 
ſo the amiable Edith, and you have nothing to do but 
to take care of a Life, which our Royal Maſter is re- 
ſolv'd to render fortunate. 

M Lord, anſwer'd Ethelgive, tis difficult for me 
to recover myſelf from my Aftoniſhment : we are Per- 
ſons ſo every way conſiderable, and fo much beneath 
the Notice of his Majeſty, that were it not for that 
Air of Probity which accompanies your Words, it wou'd 
not be poſlible for me to give Faith to them. I ſee, 
however, that my part muſt be obedience and I am 
teady to follow my Father wherever you ſhall lead us. 


| OE 
CORK, who examined her with the utmoſt Attenti- 
on all the time ſhe was ſpeaking, ſaw very well that ſhe 
penetrated into the Truth of this Affair, and ſaw at 
the ſame time that ſhe conceived much more of Grie 
than Joy at it, and that Virtue had ſo great a Domi- 
nion over every Paſſion of the Soul, that he doubted 
not if the King would not have an infinite difficulty in 
this Conqueſt. It gave him, however, a very great 
Eſteem for Ethe/give, but he forbore giving any Te- 
ſtimonies of it at that Time, tho' he reſolved from that 
Moment to be aſſiſting to her Councils, and her ſincere 
Friend. 3 3 
THE Cloſe of Day was the Time fixed for their 
Departure, and to the end it might not be too much 
obſerved, Cork appointed to meet them in another part 
of the Town ; after which he took the Artiſan aſide, 
and giving him another Purſe of Gold, bid him make 
uſe of that to diſcharge any little Debts he might have 
contracted, for, ſaid he, as the King will have you 
leave off your Trade entirely, you maſt make an end 


of all your Affairs in London, that you may have no call 


to come to it again. This Command was too obliging 
not to be complied with, the old Man aſſur'd him of his 
ready Obedience, and the other had no ſooner left him 
than he began to make up his Accounts with every bo- 
dy, and diſpoſe of the Implements of his Trade, which, 
as they were not very conſiderable was in a few hours 
accompliſh'd. 3 | 3 
AS for the charming Ethe/give, ſhe was in a Con- 
dition which it would be very difficult to deſcribe : 
Sentiments of ſo many different kinds o'erwhelmed each 
other in her Mind, that it became a perfect Chaos, 
and Edith endeayoured in vain to re-eſtabliſh any Calm 
in it, when the Moment of their departure being arrived, 
her Father who was impatient to ſee himſelf in another 
State, took her and Edith to the Place appointed by 
him whom now the old Man look'd on as his Guar- 
dan-Angel, A Chariot with two Servants on Horſe- 
back, waited their approach, but Cork not being in it 
= Ys very 
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very much ſurprized Etbelgiue. All the time of their 
little Journey ſhe entertain'd her Father, with nothing 
but the fears ſhe was in of being carry'd to the King, 
and ſuffering ſome Violence from him ; but the good 
Man bid her be eaſy, and told her that he knew where 
they were going, aſſuring her nothing ſhould make him 
leave her, even a Moment. Theſe promiſes ſomething 
allay'd her Diſquiets, and he reply*d to the Pleaſantries 
of Eaditb, who, not ſo much agitated, ſaid a thouſand 
diverting things to her, with the ſame tone in which the 
other ſpoke. | | 
NIGHT had ſpread her Mantle o'er the Sky, about 
two Hours when they arrived at their new Home, and 
the firſt Object that preſented it ſelf to the Eyes of 
Ethelgive, by the help of ſeveral Flambeaus, was Cor, 
who advanced to take her out of the Chariot. My 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, to him, preſenting her Hand to him, 
with thoſe Graces which were inſeparable from all her 
Actions, if you would have me receive the Honour you 
do me without inquietude, you muſt aſſure me that you 
are here alone. Cor# immediately comprebended the 
meaning of theſe Words ; and as he led her into the 
Apartment deſigned for her, Madam, anſwer'd he, you 
are the ſole Miſtreſs of this Place, I but waited here to 
receive you — No body has followed my Steps: 
and he who burns with the utmoſt impatience to behold 
you, will never appear before you but in thoſe Hour: 
which can give you no Apprehenſion. Vouchfafe then, 
my Lord, reſumed ſhe with ſome Warmth, to be m; 
Advocate with him, 'whoſe Name, nor Deſigns I am 
not ignorant of, and be ſo good to remind him, that 
tho“ he is a King, he has no right over my Innocence 
and Virtue. | BE 
ADMIRABLE Fthehgive, ſaid Cort, I hope there 
is no Occaſion for ſuch a Remonſtrance ; the King, tis 
true, adores you, but *tis with ſo ſincere a Paſſion, as 
gives you an abſolute Power over him, and renders 
it wholly in your felf to inſpire him with that diſtant 
reſpect you feem to wiſh, With theſe Words they 
| | came 
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came into a magnificent Dining-Room, and the Father 
of Ethelgive with Edith being entered; This Houſe, 
reſumed Cork, and all that it contains belongs to Ethe/- 
give, ſhe will find every thing in it that can be wanted 
or deſired by any of you: the Women and other Ser- 
vants whom you'll ſee anon, are her Attendants; and 
as for other things ſhe will regulate them as ſhe thinks 
proper; he added no more, and it growing late, he 
took leave of them, leaving them at liberty to reflect 
on this change of their Fortune. 5 
HE was no ſooner gone than Edith deſired her beau- 


tiful Couſin to viſit the Apartments, to which ſhe con- 


ſenting, ſeveral Domeſticks who were preſent took Wax- 
Candles and conducted them thro" all the Rooms in the 
Houſe, which was not very large, but furniſh'd with an 
extreme Magnificence and Gallantry. 8 
IN the Chamber of Ethe/give there was a very ſplen- 


dip Toylet, and one of the Women deſiring her to look 


into the Wardrobe, ſhe found a great number of fine 
Habits, pieces of Stuff of ſuch Beauty and Variety of 
Colours, and Jewels of ſuch Value, as might have 
charmed the Vanity of any Other Woman than ſhe ; but 
fall of a generous Contempt, for every thing that ſeem'd 
a Bait Jaid for her Virtue, ſhe regarded them, rather 
with Grief than Satisfaction. | 2 | 
BUT Edith, tho? very diſcreet, was not capable of 
making the like Reflections, and the Joy which this 
ſudden Alteration in their Fortune gave her, was viſible 
in all her Words and Actions; and when her Curioſity 
was gratify'd, and the Servants were withdrawn; How 
five a thing, ſaid ſhe, it is to be a King, to have the 
Power 'of comforting the Unhappy, making the Poor 
rich, and rendring Juſtice to Wit and Beauty. 
E the Bounties we receive, anſwer'd Etheloive, had 
o other Motives than thoſe you mention, we ſhould 
be bleſt indeed; but, my dear Edith, they are excited 
by a lawleſs Paſſion, and that embitters all their 
weets. | 


1 I ean- 


[ 208 | 

I cannot believe, reſumed Edith, that the Royal E. 
thelred will ever be capable of treating you with any 
Indignity : it is eaſy to ſee he endeavours to make an 
Impreſſion on your Heart, but by ſuch means as be- 
comes the humbleſt Lover. If it were poſſible for me, 
ſaid Ethelgive, to convert the Love the King has for 
me into Eſteem, I ſhould think myſelf happy to have 
it in my power to make the Fortune of my Family ; 
but be aſſured, I ſhall always refuſe and diſdain what- 
ever muſt coſt me a Reputation, which I prefer toall the 

Greatneſs in the World, 1 185 
SHE had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when a Page 
came to inform her, Supper was on the Table; a Re. 
paſt ſo different from what they had ever been accuſ- 
tomed to, and the manner 3n which it was ſerved, would 
have perplexed any other than Ethelgive how to behave 
at it; but there was a native Grandeur in her Soul, 
which made her eaſy in this exterior one, as if ſhe had 
been bred in all the Pomp imaginable. | | 
" FETHELRED, was all this time in the utmoſt Im- 
patience 3 Cor had acquainted him, that this little Fa- 
mily were placed according to his Deſire, and gave ſuch 
Encomiums of the Wit and Beauty of Ezhe/give, that 
the enamour'd Prince thought never any Night ſo tedi- 
ous, He had appointed a Hunting tt.e next Day, that 
he might have an Opportunity of going where his Love 
call'd him; and the Dawn no ſooner appeared than he 
was on horſeback with thoſe Nobles who were to ac- 
company him in the Diverſions of the Chaſe. But that 
being no more than a Pretence, he ſoon quitted the 
purſuit of the Stag, and ſeparating himſelf from the 
Lords, went towards a ſmall Lane, attended only by 
Cork, which led to the Houſe. The Father of the in- 
comparable Erhelgive, who was informed the Night be- 
fore, by Cork, about what time the King would come, 
was walking with her and Edith before the Gate, and 
ſceing two Cavaliers at a Diſtance, doubted not but they 
were the King and his Favourite: nor was he deceived ; 
and that Prince ſeeing him advance with his Niece and 
Eons Daughter, 


„„ 


K 
prevent her from throwing herſelf at his Feet, as ſhe 


was about to do, nor would he permit that ſort of Hu- 
miliation from Edith ; and the Father of her who had 


charmed him in this manner, was the only Perſon from 


whom he received thoſe Submiſſiens which were his 


due. 


parated her from the reſt of the Company, who follow- 
ed at a diſtance out of Reſpect, he thought her Beau- 
ties ſo much augmented, that he remained in a filent 
Contemplation on them for ſome Moments. : after 
which, You ſee a Prince, moſt lovely Erhelgive, ſaid: he, 
whoſe Fate depends entirely on you: I believe it is not 
neceſſary to tell you I adore you, what I have done has 
in part informed you that I Toye ; but theſe firſt Proofs 
of my. Paſſion are infinitely too | 1 
'tis I feel, nor can I find any Words of Force to do it. 
You alone have ever been able to inſpire me with Sen- 
tion of this Nature, and you alone are alſo worthy 

SIR, reply'd Ethelzive,. perceiving he expected her 
to. ſpeak, I. ſhould — it Miferies mach greater than 
theſe yopr Fopory kay relieves me Som e Lights 
the. common Blelling of every treated Being, ought to 
be deny'd me, could be in Enfible of ſuch royal Fa- 
vours as you have heap'd upon us; believe, Sir, that 
T ſhall always retain the Memory of them with the moſt 
lively Gratitude and profound reſpect: but, Sir, conti- 
nucd* ſhe, pardon. the innocent Zzhelgzwe if ſhe dares 
prefer ber Virtäe 10 al the Gifts of your Majeſty, that 


is all the Fortune J have received from Heaven, and in 
that alone conſiſts my Ambition. Tis that, which in 
ſpite of my abject Birth, zenders me nobler than the 


nobleſt can be without it, and if any other than the 


Auguſt Erbelred, to whom I have the Honour to be a 


Subject, ſhould attempt to violate that All for which I 
value Life, 1 would repulſe him with a Scorn ſhould 
make his Greatneſs bluſh. 


Daughter, quitted his Horſe to meet Etbelgive, and 


HAVING given his Hand to Frbelgive, and ſe 


mean to expreſs. what, 


K 5 | I look 
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I look on. this Change of my Fortune, continued ke, 
but with Regret. This richly furniſhed Houſe, this 
Glare cf Dreſs and Jewels, this numerous Crowd of 
Servants who attend my Nod, inſtead. of flattering my 
Vanity, are methinks only ſo many Marks of Shame 
and Humiliation, ſince given me for an unworthy End. 
Believe, Sir, that to be truly Virtuous is the chief aim 
of my Deſires, and to be eſteemed ſo by the World, 
the next: from the firſt, no Perſuaſions, nor Threats, 
ſhall ever make me fverve ; but the latter your fatal 
Preſents, will, when known, deſtroy. Be content, then 


with the Sacrifice of my Character, and expect no more 


from me than thoſe Submiſſions, which are owing from 
all Subjects to their Kings, all the Sollicitations you can 
make will never be able to exact farther from me, and if 


. you reſolve to purſue à defign, which 'tis a Crime in me, 


even to liſten to, I entreat your Majeſty to reſume your 


Gifts, and leaye me rich in my own Innocence and 


ood Fine. 
ETHELRED was. fo mich furprized at chis Lan- 


| guage, and the Majeſty which accompany'd it, from a 


Maid of Ethelgive's Birth, that he . not the Power 
to interrupt her. That perfect Mod 77 which appear- 
ec in all her Air, and tie Accents of her Voice, made 


him not doubt but ſhe poke” the Truth of her Sen- 


2 and the auſtere Wiſdoin Which could alone in- 
ſpire her with them, made him conceive an Eſteem for 
her equal to his Love: he was ſome time after ſhe had 
given over ſpeaking before he made any Reply ; 
but at length breaking filence, Incomparable Ethelgive, 
faid he, à Paſſion ſo violent as mine, has not always 
Reaſon for its Guide. I confeſs, that among all. thoſe 
perfections which have charmed me in you, I leaſt con- 
fidered thoſe which are Enemies to my Happineſs, but 
they now force themſelves on the Eyes of my Under- 
ſtanding with double Force; and inftead of making 
me repent that Þ have loved you, confirm me in the 
Reſolution of doing fo for ever. That Prudence, moſt 
—" — matt teaches you to diſdain the Fa- 
vours 


„ 
8 
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ar} 
yours of a King, diſcovers how truly deſerving you are 
of them ; and to prove, that I am equally jealous of 

our Glory as my own, never will I attack your Heart 
but by Submiſſions, ſuch as you might expect from one 
of my Subjects, nor do I ask you to receive them as 
from a King; but as from a Man not leſs enamcur'd 
with your Virtue than your Beauty. Suffer me then to 
enjoy the ſweet Satisfaction of rendring you happy, of 
ſeeing you, of loving you, and of telling you ſo in- 
— 22 ; *tis all the recompenſe my Paſſion ſhall de- 
mand. | 

AH, Sir, anſwer'd Etbelgiwe, how cruel is the Con + 
ſtraint that renders it impoſſible to ſee me without lo- 
ving : If you have in reality, ſuch Sentiments as you 


have juſt now expreſs'd, you elevate me beyond what. 


Mortal can aſpire to. hut it is not for me, continued 
ſhe, with a Sigh, *tis not for me to oppofe the Pleaſure 
of my King: You, Sir, are Maſter, and I can only 
hope that 'Time, and a thorough Knowledge of my Soul 
will enable you to vanquiſh a Paſſion, the Sequel of which 
can be ſo little Satisſacto y to your Majeſty. Theſe 
Words brought them to the Door of the great Hall, 
where they entered with Cork, Edith, and the Father of 
Ethelgive. A magnificent Collation was immediately 
ſet forth, with which the King was ſo much pleaſed, 
that he obliged this little Family to fit down at the Table 
with himſelf and Cork. i 

T JS in theſe little Parties of pleaſure, when eaſed 
of the Formalities of State, that Kings truly enjoy 
themſelves, the reſt is all conſtraint, and tho' bred up 
and practiſed in it, it ſits not leſs uneaſy on them, they 
long for an Opportunity to put off their Sovereignty, and 
act according to Nature and to Inclination ; and when 
they do, 'tis probable as much envy the Condition of 
their Subjects, as the moſt Ambitious among them can 
do that of a ſupream Authority. 75 | 

THE charming Ezhefpive, in ſpite of the Conſtraint 
ſhe was under, not to give the King room to ſuſpect 
the Secret of her Heart, did every thing with ſo. good 

wn | ng 03650408 2 07% a Grace, 
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a Grace, that each Moment he beheld her brought with 


it: an Augmentation of his Love and Eſteem. He felt 
the moſt exquiſite Pain in quitting her Preſence ; but 


fearing his Nobles would come in ſearch of him, he 


forced himſelf away, deſiring her Permiſſion to come 
often, and gave her Aſſurances of his Love, to which 
Demand, ſhe anſwer'd, with her former Modeſty, not 
conſenting to his Viſits, nor taking the liberty to forbid 
them. He made a great many Compliments to Edith, 
finding her perfectly amiable and witty, and perceiving 
the great Intimacy and Friendſhip between her and 
Ethelgive, he entreated her in a gallant manner to in- 
tereſt herſelf in his behalf, and entertain her lovely 
Couſin with his 3 This Confidence ſhe. received 
with the utmoſt Reſpect, and neglected nothing to con- 
vince him of her Zell a and Submäbon. After This, he 
being conducted to the Entrance of the Foreſt, he re- 
mounted his Horſe, with a Soul ſo full of Admiration, 


that he could ſpeak of nothing but the Beauties of 


Ethelgive to his Favourite, till they rejoin'd thoſe. who 
were by this time ſurprized at the Abſence of their King, 
and as he imagined were ſeparating themſelves to. go 
ſeveral ways in ſearch of him, apprehending Treaſon, 
or ſome other ill Accident had deprived. them of him. 
They communicated to him their impatience, but per- 
ceiving he cared not to explain the Myſtery of his Re- 
tirement, they were obliged to reſtrain their Curioſity, 
and followed him to Londen, where he reſolved not to 
remain above one Night, telling Cork that he could not 


live without Erhe/give, and that he would renew, his 


Viſit the next Day. RD | 456 un ed 
THIS: beautiful Virgin no ſooner found herſelf alone 


with E4ith, than ſhe repeated to her all the Converſa- 
tion ſhe had with the King, and the extreme Effort ſhe 


had been obliged to make for the Concealment, of her 


Faſſion. Why is he ſo amiahle ? Said ſhe, Why is he 
Ta worthy to be loved? Why is he a King? Or, ſince 


he is, why am not I of Royal Blood,? Methinks, con- 


tinued the, there is ſomething unjuſt in this Fatality. 


Why, 


# 


[ 213 ] BY 
Why, Oh Heaven ! haſt thou ſo perſectly united Hearts 
that can never be for each other? Muſt all this mutual 
Love and Tenderneſs ſerve only to make us both com- 
pleatly wretched ? | * Ba 
BU Couſin, reply'd Editb, ſince he demands no 
more than to tell you that he loves, cannot you enjoy the 
ſame Happineſs ? Is it poſſible for you always to live 
in this cruel Conſtraint? Or to think that the Confeſſi- 
on of your Sentiments would be of prejudice to your 
Honour ? 1 | >: v2 
WITHOUT doubt, cry'd the other, if once he 
ſhould know he is beloved, he would immediately flat- 
ter himſelf, with the expectation of triumphing over 
my weakneſs. Nay, what might he not do in the 
Opinion that Love would hereafter ſeal his Pardon. 
No, Edith, no, never ſhall ſuch a Confeſſion come out 
of my Mouth. It may coſt me my Life, but in ſpite 
of all I ſuffer, ſtill can I regulate my Conduct in ſuch 
a manner, as ſhall never let him penetrate into this Se- 
cret. And what hope you from this Rigour, both to 
yourſelf and him? Interrupted Edith? To farce him, 
anſwer'd. Ethelgzve, to return to himſelf, and ſeeing the 
Vanity of his Purſuit, carry thoſe Vows elſewhere, which 
I neither can nor ought to receive. | 
EDITH, who began to find the Pleaſures of her 
preſent Situation, was not ſo capable of reliſhing theſe 
Arguments as the other imagined ; but knowing the 
ſeverity of Ethe/give, durſt not offer any thing in oppo- 
fition to what ſhe ſaid, and. contented herſelf with teſti- 
fying only the Compaſſion ſhe had for her Suffering. 
AS for Ethelred, the preſent Situation of his Mind 
was little gueſs'd at by thoſe about him, and the dread 
that it ſhould ſome way be known was no inconſidera- 
ble Addition to his Diſquiet ; but above all, he was in- 
duſtrious to conceal it from Prince Edgar. The wiſe 
Counſels of that Pillar of the State began now to be 
more feared than followed; and as he knew his Virtue, 
be knew alſo that he would omit nothing to break off 
an Attachment of that Nature. 9 


THIS 
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THIS Apprehenſion made him act with the prez. 
teſt Cĩrcumſpection, and tho' the Incl ination he had al. 
ways ſhown for Hunting, gave him an Opportunity of 
going almoſt every Day to the place which now contain'd 
what had infinitely more Charms for him, yet the Pre. 
cautions he uſed made it a long time before this Intrigue 
was diſcovered. oO Tak | 
*TIS certain, that the Force of Love was never more 
abſolute than in the Heart of Eibelred: tho' a King he 
ſubmitted himſelf wholly to the Will of one of the mea- 
neſt of his Subjects; and tho' all he had done, or conti- 
nued to do for her, ſeem'd not to have made the leaſt 
Impreflion on her Heart, yet did he for ſome time con- 
tent himſelf with the bare poſſibility of her being one 
day more fenfible. 8 
BUT as this Paſſion, however, ſubmiſſive in itſelf, 
is often attended with a Paſſion of a contrary Nature : 
the reſpectful Indifference Ezhelgive always treated him 
with, at length gave birth to a jealouſy, that it was 
for the ſake of ſome more happy Man ſhe was ena- 
bled to maintain this Reſerve ; and in this Opinion, 
one day, after he had employ'd all the Eloquence and 
tenderneſs of Love to move her Heart, and perceiving, 
ſhe liſtened to it but with uneaſineſs. Tis too much 
. Ethelgive, ſaid he, I am now convinc'd of what I have 
ſuſpected for ſome time: Yes, yes, continued he, look- 
ing on her, with Eyes fparkling, with mingled Rage 
and Grief, you know how to love, but not your King ; 
and Ethelred muſt languiſh for a Bleſſing which his Sub- 
_ je, perhaps, without difficulty obtain'd, This unex- 
pected and unjuſt Accuſation ſurprized Ethelgive in ſuch 
a manner, that ſhe was very near diſcovering what ſhe 
had fo long and fo carefully conceal'd : ſhe bluſh'd, 
then turned pale, her fine Eyes ſhowered an inſtant 
Torrent, and - lifting up. her Hands to Heaven, Great 
God ! cry'd ſhe, is it not enough to put my Vertue to 
the moſt cruel Proof that Woman ever yet ſuſtained, 
but it muſt alſo be blackned with the moſt abhorr'd Aſ- 
perſion ! She was able to bring forth no more, the 
| 555 mingled 
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mingled Paſſions labouring in her Soul, ſuppreſt the 
utterance of her Words ; and the tender Erhelred, who 


giveneſs. 


MV dear Frbeggijwe, ſaid he, impute the Suſpicion” 
which has offended you, but to the Violence of my 
Paſſion; was it not poſſible you might have loved before 


you knew me? Might I not have ſnatched you from a 
Rival more fortunate than myſelf ? Might not I fay ſuch 


as J have been with the moſt cruel Indifference ? And 
| to what elſe, indeed, can I impute it 7 | 


rife from the Pofture he was in, E have never felt thoſe 


tage of inſpiring them in you, has given me a Soul 


| haughty enough to diſdain a Conqueſt leſs illuſtrious : 
My Honour 1 the only Obſtacle ſtands between you, 
and what you call your Happineſs, I cannot obey the 


Dictates of that, and confeß a Tenderneſs for you; 
my Condition renders your Love and my Virtue im- 
compatible. But, Sir, continued ſhe, embraeing his 


Knees, in ſpite of all he could do to hinder her, put an 


end to the Diſquiet of us both Permit me to re- 
tire for ever from your Preſence ——Reſume all that 
your laviſh Goodneſs has beſtowed upon me. con- 
jure you only to facilitate my retreat into a Convent, 


and by granting this Iaft Proof of your Bounty, convince 


the unhappy Eibelgive that you have loved her with 
| Sincerity.. | . : JEL x: | 174 
HOW! cry'd the King, amazed at this Demand, 


can I conſent to ſuch a Diviſion ? Can I reſolve to live 


without you Ah cruel Ethelgiue ! Confider what it is 
you ask ? And if my Life is ſo indifferent to you, that you 
J 30 9993 24309 S160. 21 5.75 can 


had remarked all the different Emotions which ſwell'd 
her Breaſt, made ſuch Changes in her Gountenance, 
was ſo touched with the Condition he had put her in, 
that he threw himſelf at her Feet, entreating her for- 
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Apprehenfions enter into the Heart of a Lover, treated 


NO, my Lord, anſwer'd Ethelgive, forcing him to 


Fires with which you accuſe me for any Perſon, nor 
ſeen the Man who had the Preſumption to entertain me 
with his. Heaven, which reſery'd for me the Advan- 
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Lean haſten the end of it ? Ab, Sir ! reply'd ſhe, weey- 


ing, I would yield mine with pleaſure for the Preſervati- 

on of yours, but can never ſacrifice my Virtue for any 

mortal good. 0. 7 | | 
WELL, reſumed the King with a deep Sigh, what 


have I exafted from you? In what I have conſtrained 
you? Has my Behaviour to you been like that of a Ty- 


rant? Alas the Violence of my Paſſion tranſported me 
beyond the Reſpect of it? How have I deſerved that 
you ſhould wiſh to abandon me ? —P He was about 
to continue, when he perceived the Countenance of 
* to change in ſach a Manner, as made him 
fear ſome Accident; on which he ran to her, calling 


Eaitb alſo at the fame time to her Aſſiſtance, who was 


entertaining Cort at the other End of the Chamber. 
AT their Approach they found Eebelgiue without 


Senſe or Motion; the King's Deſpair was teſtify'd "Rog 


amations, which could be excuſed by nothing but 


the Force of the moſt. violent Paſſion that ever was; 


their Cares, however, brought her in a ſhort time to 
Life, but not without ſuch ſhiverings as gave ſtrong ſul. 
picion ſome ſudden Diſtemper had ſeiz'd. her. They put 
her to Bed, where ſhe was no ſooner laid, than the King, 
imagining: her Diforder proceeded from his late Accuſa- 
tion, threw himſelf on-his Knees, endeavouring to ex- 
piate his Fault, by revoking all he had ſaid ; but Ezhe/- 
give who had been thrown into this Condition only by 
the violent Conſtraint ſhe had put on herſelf in conceal- 
ing the ſecret of her Paſſion, felt her Griefs and Confu- 
ſion redouble at his. Tenderneſs; and trembling leſt ſhe 
ſhould be no longer able to prevent his Knowledge of it, 
I am ſenſible, ſaid ſhe, of all your Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
and as. a Teſtimony of my Submiſhon. will take all the 
Care I can to preſerve a Life which you are pleas'd to 
ſay is not indifferent to you. Theſe Words made Ethe/- 
red ealily comprehend ſhe wiſh'd to be alone, and being 
preſd d by Cori to return to Landon, he conſented to do 
ſo,. but with an inquietude which he could not ſo well 
diſguiſe, but that his Courtiers took notice of it * 
. uy 


ally Prince Edgar, who ſurpriſed at the Secret he made 

to him of it, reſolved to omit nothing which might 
diſcover the Occafion. ns 

THIS Indiſpoſition of Ethelgive ſerved to pratify 


his Curioſity, and that of all the Lords of the Court; 


for during three whole Days that her Life was deſpair'd 


of, the frequent Viſits made her by the King and his 


Favourite, could not be concealed, any more than the 


Attendance on her of all thoſe Phyſicians who belong'd 


immediately to Ethelred. 
THUS was this long-hid Paſſion reveal'd, but no 


body ſuſpecting it exceeded that which Kings frequent- 


ly feel for their pretty Subjects, every one made their 
Court to Ethelred, with repeating what they heard of 
the Wit and Beauty of his Miſtreſs. But while this A- 
mour made the whole Entertainment of the Court, and 
the King ſaw her with leſs Conſtraint, there paſſed 
— 4 Things in the Minds of both the one and the 
other. | 23 

THIS beautiful Maid had been ſo dangerous ill, 
that the King, who verily believed he had been the 
cauſe of it, diſcovered a Love ſo perfect and diſintereſted 
the whole time of her Sickneſs, that on the fourth Day 
finding herſelf much worſe, ſhe refolved to declare to 
him before her Death, the Sentiments ſhe had fo long 
entertained in his favour, as a Recompence ſhe ought 


not to refuſe to thoſe generous Proofs he had given her 


of his Paſſion. | 


THE King, on the other hand, deſpairing of being ever 
able to overcome her Virtue, formed a Defign of making 


himſelf happy in the Poſſeſſion of her, what Price ſo- 
ever it ſhould coſt him; but Ethelgzve was too ill at 
the next Viſit for either of them to execute what they 
had intended, and the Day ſet apart by both to reveal 


what would have made their mutual Felicity, was paſt 


in Tears and Deſpair. The Night was well advan- 
ced before a ſudden Change in this fair Languiſher for 
the better reſtored the Tranquility of her Family. E- 


thelgive, who had been without the Power of Speech 


or 
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or Motion, now raiſed her Eyes, and opened her Lips, 
but with her Faculties the Shame of owning that ſhe 
loved, returned; and the King fearing the Surprize of 
what he had to ſay might renew her Diſorder, forbore 
to communicate his Intentions till her Health ſhould be 
better eſtabliſhed; but as he was reſolved ſhe ſhould 
be the firſt made acquainted with the Converſation her 
Virtue had wrought on his Defires, he was filent even to 
Cork on this head. 1 | 
HE permitted, however, ſeveral of the Noblemen 
and Ladies to go viſit her, who all returned from her 
Houſe ſo much charmed, that they joined to entreat 
the King to bring her to Court; to which he gladly 
conſented, that he might have the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
her often, eſteeming no Hours happy, but thoſe paſſed 
A | 5 
BUT he found the utmoſt Difficulty in perſuading 
her to accept this Invitation. She ſet before his Eyes 
the ill Conſequence it would be to her Reputation, and 
the Cenſures to which ſhe muſt be inevitably expoſed, 
and entreated he would diſpenſe with her Submiſſion on 
this Article. — 82 1 5 
BELTEVE not, faid the: King, that I hope by the 
Example and Pleaſures of a Court, to obtain what was 
denied me in Solitude and Privacy; but I have ſtrong 
Reaſons for deſiring your Appearance in Publick, which 
you ſhall ſoon be made acquainted with, and I am cer- 
tain will be approved by you. Edith, and the Women 
that are now with you, ſhall attend you till ; refuſe 
not therefore, continued he, with the moſt tender Air, 
all ſorts of Satisfaction to my Love. | | 
He added much more to the ſame purpoſe, and ex- 
preſs'd himſelf with ſuch a Grace, that Ezhel/give: was 
at length convinced ſhe ought to obey him in this ; and 
having given her Promiſe that ſhe would do ſo, he de- 
parted, charm'd with having gain'd this Effect of her 
Complaiſance. *** 4 Th 
' _ CORK was ordered to prepare a Palace for her, 
where nothing of Magnificence ſhould: be _— 1 8 
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which Charge he acquitted himſelf with to ſame Inte- 
rity he had done the firſt time, and every thing being 
ready, Ethelgive, her Father, and Edith returned to 
London, in a Situation vaſtly different from that with 
which they left it. This lovely Maid appear'd at Court 
ſoon after her Arrival, where her Beauty, Sweetneſs, and 
Modeſty prepared the way for that ſolid Eſteem which 
an Acquaintance with the Perfections of her Mind af- 
terwards eſtabliſhed ; without ever derogating from the 
Rules of Diſcretion and good Senſe in making particu- 
lar Intimacies, ſhe had the Art of making as many 
Friend as Admirers, and convert even Jealouſy ' and 
Envy into Love and Reſpect. So true it is, that Vir- 
tue, when accompanied with Wiſdom, triumphs over 
every thing. | 
ETHELRED was tranſported with Joy to ſee the 
Object of his Love make the greateſt Ornament of the 
Court; and his Paſſion being now arrived at the utmoſt 
Pitch, and the Prudence of Ethelgive ſtill remaining 
unſhaken, he could no longer defer putting in practice 
the Deſign he had formed in her Sickneſs. The longer 
time he had confider'd on it, the more he was confirm'd 
in the Juſtice of it, and reſolving that nothing ſhould 
oblige him to change his purpoſe, went one Day to the 
Palace of Ethelgive, and telling her he had an Affair 
of the utmoſt Importance to impart to her, ſhe quitted 
a great Number of Ladies, and with Edith followed 
him into her Cloſet ; where, making her fit down, and 
placing himſelf over againſt her, he contemplated that 
ſurprizing Beauty, which, whenever he had been an 
Hour abſent" from ſeemed to have received new 
Charms. 5 
FOR ſome Moments the Language of the Eyes 
was all he entertained her with, but his Heart which 
beat with high Impatience to let her know the utmoſt 
of her Power, at laſt compell'd "oy Tongue to reveal it 


in this manner. 


ETHE LO Iv x, ſaid he, your Virtue has entirely 
| vanquiſhed all thoſe deluſive Hopes with which, in the 


beginning ; 


5 L 220; ] — 
beginning of our Acquaintance, I preſumed to flatter 
my PFaſſion. I will no longer perſecute you with Vows - “ 
which you could not liſten to without Pain, and which 
nothing but the Conſideration of my Rank could have 
enabled you to endure; but in their ſtead will give you 
a Proof of my Friendſhip which you little expect. In 
fine, continued he, beautiful Erbefgive, I will give you 

a Husband, whom I believe you will judge not un wor- 
thy of your Love; by this I aſſure your Fortune, do 
Juſtice to your Wiſdom, and procure for my ſelf a Tran- 
quility which 1 can never enjoy otherwiſe. | 
THESE Words not bein * by Ethel- 
give in their true Meaning, ftruck her to the Heart with 
ſo much violence, that not having power to reſtrain the 
firſt Emotion, What Sir, cried ſhe, have yon then 
> ceaſed to love me? Hg 
SHE had no ſooner pronounced theſe Words, than 
her Face was turned of the Colour of Crimſon : which 
making the King ſee that theſe Words had eſcaped her 
without thought, filled him with a Mixture of Joy and 
Aſtoniſhment; and impatient to be aſcertained of the 
Truth, Is it then poſſible, replied he, that the Loſs of 
Ethelred can move you? LSD organ 
SIR, faid ſhe, I have ſpoke too much not to betray 
to you what once I would have died rather than re- 
vealed; but I ought not to bluſh at the diſcovery of 
my Sentiments, fince you have overcome yours. 'This 
Victory aſſuring me of your Virtue, I run no hazard in 
confefling that I had the boldneſs to lift my Eyes to my 
King, before he had vouchſafed to caſt his on me, Yes 
Sir, continued ſhe, J have loved, and ſtill love your 
Majeſty with all the Paſſion that a Heart ſtrictly devoted 
to Piety and to Virtue can be capable of. I have re- 
ceived the Declarations you were pleaſed to malte me, 
with more of tenderneſs: for your Perſon, than reſpe& 
for your Dignity. Not a Word you ſpoke, but what 
was eccho'd back by my repeating Sout : which dwelt 
inceſſantly on the enchanting Sound: I never ſaw you 
but with tranſport, never quitted your adored * 
N but 
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ried in your Love, tho' I fear'd it; and that Honour 
which forbad me to reveal the dangerous Secret of mine, 
had well nigh coſt me my Life. So cruel, ſo terrible 
was the conſtraint. But it is now over, your Majeſty 
is now poſſeſſed of other Sentiments for me; and I re- 


pent not that I have avowed the true ſituation of my 


Heart, ſince by knowing that it is full of the Idea of 


the moſt auguſt and lovely Prince in the World, you 


will alſo know it cannot entertain another: And the 


ſame Virtue which Wfended me from all the Attacks 


of your Love, and my own, will alſo defend me from 
the. Baſeneſs of taking a Husband whom I cannot ren- 
der otherwiſe than miſerable, Change, therefore, I be- 
ſeech you, Sir, thoſe Marks of your Bounty into that 


T have often defired of your Majeſty : Suffer me to re- 


tire, that Time, Abſence, and my own Virtue, may 
enable me to conquer this preſumptuous and unhappy 
Paſſion. I have made this Conſeſſion as a Recompence 
due to your Love; give then to mine what is owi 
it, and which you cannot deny without Injuſtice. 
Yes, cried the King, proſtrating himſelf at her Feet; 
you I will give you the Recompence you ſo well merit. 
ut, moſt adorable Etheſpive, it muſt not be a Retreat, 
but a Throne, the Throne of Ezhe/red can only recom- 
penſe the Conſeſſion you have made. Be undeceived 
my dear Ethelgive, continued he, taking one of her 


Hands and ardently kifling it, I never ceaſed to love 


ou, nor had no other Husband to offer you but my 
ſelf; my Reſolution has a long time been fixed ; I 
brought you to Court but to accuſtom you to thoſe 
Honours to which I have deftined you ; hoping that the 


| Sacrifice I made you of my Crown and Liberty, would 
engage a ſuitable return; but this happy Miſtake occa- 


fioning you to lay open all your Heart, has made me 
bleſs as much above my own Expectation, as I am 


7 above all Mankind befide. Oh, to be loved by you, to 
have it in my power to put you in a Condition to tell 


me fo without ceaſing, without ſhame, without re- 


rt 
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ſtraint, is Joy unutterable! Edith, cried he, turning to- 
ward her, behold my Queen and yours, and ſhare with 
me in the pleaſure of rendering her the firſt Teſtimonies 
of Duty! „ f | 
A Diſcourſe ſo unexpected, and accompany'd with 
ſuch vehement Tranſports, made Etbelgive incapable 
of any reply for ſome time ; but recovering herſelf a 
little, tis too much, Sir, ſaid ſhe, and if it were poſlible 
to love with greater Tenderneſs than I do, my whole 
Soul would be too little to repay your Goodneſs ; but 
while you are ſo ſtudious for my Glory, ſuffer me to 
take ſome care of yours. I love you. Sir, I have told 
vou, and ſhall tell you ſo to the laſt Moment of my 
Life : I have nothing now to fear from a Prince who 
wou' d unite me to him by the moſt holy Tyes. I call 
Heaven to witneſs, continued ſhe, that the Offer you 
make me wou'd compleat all the Happineſs I cou'd 
know on Earth, had I been born worthy of you, or were 
you of a Rank leſs elevated: Tis Erhelred, not his 
Throne, I am ambitious of —— Tis himſelf alone em- 
ploys all my Hopes, my Wiſhes —Ah Sir! if without 
injuring thoſe rare Qualities which render you ſo fit to 
reign, I could ſeparate you from your Dignity, the Fate 
of Etbelgive would be fortunate indeed. But, Sir, 
as you are a King, as you were born to be one, and that 
Title draws the perpetual Attention of the whole World 
on your leaſt Actions, you ought to caſt your Eyes on 
ſome Princeſs whoſe Alliance may be pleaſing to your 
People; your preſent Paſſion makes you not ſee the 
meanneſs of your Choice in me wou'd be a laſting Stain 
on your Glory, and, perhaps, bring on Calamities which 
no Intereſt of my own can ever engage to render you 
liable to, I am ignorant of the Policies of States, edu- 

. cated in Simplicity and Innocence, my Views have not 
extended ſo far, but I diſcern thoſe which are. offer'd 
to the Eyes of common Underſtanding. The Honours - 
I now receive from your Subjects, as believing me the 
Miſtreſs of their King, would immediately be turned 

into Outrage when you give. me to them 2 their 
. 5 | | Queen. 
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| Queen.—They know they are born to obey, but they 


know alſo what is due to them from him who go- 


verns; and expect he ſhould neither debaſe himſelf nor 
the Homage they are obliged to render the Perſon he 
ſhall make choice of to be his Partner in the Throne. 
Pardon, Sir, that I preſume to ſet theſe Things before 
you; but I ought to negle& nothing which may pre- 
vent my King, who 1s dearer to me than the light of 
the Sun, from doing any thing to the prejudice of his 
Fame. | I 

ALL the time Ethelgive was ſpeaking, the King 
liſt'ned to her with an Admiration which by degrees 
wrought itſelf to Extaſy : He had his Arms croſs'd over 
his Breaſt, and his Eyes ſo intently fix d on her Face, 
that he ſeemed immoveable. But when ſhe had finiſhed 
her Diſcourſe, Madam, ſaid he, without ſtirring from 


the poſture he had been in, I have always found your 


Soul ſo beautiful and difinterefted, that I doubted not 
but you would make theſe Objections: But you ought 
to be aſſured that a Prince, who believing himſelf but 
barely eſteemed by you, came to offer you his Empire, 


will never depart from that Deſign, after knowing he 


is beloved by you, and that the leſs you imagine your 
— worthy of a Throne, by ſo much the more you are 
o. ö | 

M Love demands the poſſeſſion of you; your Vir- 
tue forbids me to hope it but by warrantable Means; 
and both the one and the other gives you my Crown, 
and my Faith: Oppoſe no longer, therefore, a Reſolu- 
tion which is not to be ſhaken; and believe that Death 
alone can ſeparate me from Ethelgive. 5 


THE grave Air with which Erhelred pronounced 


theſe Words, left her no room to queſtion the Sincerity 
of them, notwithſtanding this Beautiful Virgin, to the 
end he might have nothing to reproach her with here- 
after, renewed her Efforts to diſſuade him from his In- 
tention ; ſhe even went ſo far as to promiſe him, ſince 
ſhe found her preſence was neceſſary to his repoſe, ne- 
yer to think or ſpeak again of retiring from Court ; 

| | that 
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that ſhe wou'd always continue near him, and, in ſpite 
of all might be ſaid of her, give him all the proofs he 


could wiſh of her Affection, which were not directly of 


prejudice to her Virtue. | | 

BUT the more ſhe remonſirated, the more the King 
was confirm'd in his Reſolution, and ſhe was obliged 
to yield to his Intreaties, and make the Dictates of her 
Wiſdom give place to thoſe of her Gratitude and Love ; 
Sentiments which ſhe felt too lively in her Heart not to 
expreſs with all that force and agreeableneſs which are 
the Companions of Truth. | 8 | 

_ ETHELRED, charmed with his Happineſs, made 
her recite a hundred Times over the beginning and the 


progreſs of her Paſſion for him; and when he found 


her Modeſty kept her from dwelling on ſome Particu- 
lars, he obliged Edith to ſupply that deficiency. In 
fine, after a long Converſation he took his Leave, in or- 
der to prepare Matters for their mutual Satisfaction, 
more full of Love and Admiration than ever.. 
ETHELGIVE was no ſooner at liberty, than both 


ſhe and Edith, reflefting on what had happened, and | 


in how ftrange a manner Divine Providence had con- 


duſted this Adventure, gave thanks to the King of 


Kings; and the Charmer of Etbelred remitting her fu- 
ture Deſtiny, as ſhe had always done, to the heavenly 
Throne, prayed only that ſo infinite a Proſperity as ſhe 


was going to enjoy, might not render her forgetful of 
the Source from whence it ſprung, or value herſelf on 


her own Merits as the occaſion. 1 

WHILE ſhe was in theſe pious Meditations, her 
Royal Lover, returned to his Palace with an Air of 
Contentment in his Looks, which was viſible to all thoſe 
who were about him, but particularly to Cork, and as his 
Viſit to. Ezhelgive had been much longer than uſual ; he 
imputed the Satisfaction of his King to a Motive not 
very advantageous to that virtuous Maid; but he re- 
main'd not long in this Error, Ezhelred having retired to 
his _ _—_ him tobe call'd, and looking on him 
with Eyes ſparkling with Joy, Cork, ſaid he, I am the 
moſt bots of Anil _ 5 2 
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SIR, reply'd the Favourite, I never doubted but 
Perſeverance and the excellent Qualities of your Ma- 


jeſty would in the end be recompenced with the moſt 
tender Affection of Etbelgive; but I confeſs, the Vir- 


tue I obſerved in that amiable Virgin made me fear 


a longer Reſiſtance ; and I rejoyce that you have tri- 
umph'd. | 


HOLD, cry'd the King, haſtily interrupting him, 


make not too raſh a Judgment: Ehelgive is chaſte, pure, 
and uncorruptible as Virtue's ſelf. I have not, nor is 
there a poſſibility of triumphing over her. No, ſhe 
has triumph'd over all my looſer Deſires. Ina 
Word, I love, am beloved, and ſhall make her my 
Queen. | 


"'TWOULD be in vain to go about making any 
Deſcription of the ſurprize Cork was in at theſe Words, 


he ſprang back ſeveral Pages, and without ſpeaking 
fix'd his Eyes on the King's Face, as if he would dif- 
cover in his Countenance the Truth of what he had 
heard; but this Monarch penetrating into his Sentiments, 
and willing to aſcertain him, repeated to him all that 
had paſſed between him and Ethel/give, and concluded 
with commanding him to go and congratulate her on 
this change of her Fortune. | | 
CORK, who had now no longer room for doubt, 
could not forbear giving thoſe, Praiſes to. Erhelpive 
which her Beauty, Wit and Virtue demanded, but the 
Intereſt of his King overſway'd all other Conſidera- 
tions ; and looking on this Marriage as the utmoſt Miſ. 
fortune which could happen, either to him or the 
Kingdom, took the Liberty to repreſent to him the ills 
which might enſue; but the King interrupted him in 
the beginning of his Diſcourſe, ſay ing to him, with 
an Air of Fierceneſs, Cork, be ſenſible of the Honour E 
do you, in making you the firſt of all my Subjects ac- 
quainted with my Deſign, and prove your Gratitude in 
your Obedience, This Favourite, who had never heard 
Ethelred ſpeak in this Tone, found it was moſt prudent 
for him to be filent, and made no other. Anſwer than a 
Vol. III. 3 — = | low 
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jow Bow: After which he went to Etbeggive, whoſe 


Wiſdom, Modeſty, and Diſintereſtedneſß appear d to kim 


in ſuch lively Colours, that he could not avid confeſ. 


ſing, that if the King's Choice ſhould not be approved 
by his People, at leaſt it ought to be ſo. 
ETHEL RED, however, was willing to reconcile 
to this Marriage before he conſummated it, all the 
Princes of the Blood, and great, Men of the Kingdom. 
'Edgar was the firſt he reſolved to conſult on it; for tho 
he very well knew he ſhould have great difficulty to 
perſuade him to be of his Opinion; Jet as he Was not 
only the Prefident of the Council, but alfo, 4 Man whoſe 
Words would have weight to influence all" the reſt, 
in gaining him, he gain'd every thing, he therefore 
repared himſelf to hear the Reproaches he r en 
= him, as became a King, who knew his own Au- 
thority, and would be obey'd. My dear Zdgar faid 
he as ſoon as he ſaw him enter, as I believe my Con- 
duct for ſome time paſt, may have ſurprized you, 1 
ſent for you to hear my Juſtification, and by an ample 
Confeſſion of my moſt ſecret Thoughts, give you 2 
proof of my Efteem and Confidence. I flatter myſelf 
vou will return it in Kind, and convinced of my per- 
dect Friendſhip, give me all imaginable Teſtimonies of 
_ . 8 | 
"THIS Preamble had the Effect on Edgar it was in- 
tended for, he felt in himſelf that Affection which it 
is natural to have for Perſons educated under our Care; 
and tho“ Erhelred had an uncommon Art of engaging 
the Hearts of all thoſe who knew him; yet was this 
Prince more ſenſibly touch'd with his good Qualities, 
than any other, and anſwering him in the moſt tender 
Accents, As you are the ſupreme Maſter, ſaid he, you 
ſtand not in need of Juſtification ; but if it pleaſes you, 
Sir, to render an Acount of your Actions, I ſhall liſten 
more out of Obedience than the Imagination I have any 
privilege to demand a Reaſon for them. 
THIS Reply flattering the Hopes of Ezhelred, he 


gave him the exact Hiſtory of his Love for Etbelgive, 
; from 


227 J 


exapgeratec the Beauty of her Mind, her Virtue, and the 
et I her Sentiments, he concluded with declaring 
the Reſolution he had to eſpouſt her, and defiring the 
Prince as Preſident of tlie Council to influence the others 
to be ſatisfied with his Choice. | 1 

- EDGAR, Who till then had liſtened with the ut- 
moſt Attention, now loſt all Patience, and crying out 


withea Voice, that made known the Agitation of his 


Soul; Is it for me, Sir, ſaid he, for me to approve an 


Alliance, ſuch as this? What, continued he, with he 


utmoſt Vehemence, ſhall the Deſcendant of ſo many 
Kings, the Auguſt Erbelred, place on his Throne the 
Daughter of a vile Mechanick ? Think, Sir, think, 
what the Nobility, nay, what your whole People will 
ſay to: ſee Royalty thus ſhamed, diſgraced, and made 
the ſcorn of every petty Commonwealth. Think what 
Misfortunes muſt enſue, when inſtead of being adored, 
you are contemned at home, and inſtead. of being re- 


ſpected and feared, be hated by your Neighbous? Will 


not both the one and the other conſpire to depriye 
you of a Crown you have ſo unworthily beſtowed ? 


Ah, Sir, reflect you are King of a Nation who are ra- 


ther to be governed by Love than Authority. The 
Eng liſs are not a People who obey, becauſe they muſt, 
but becauſe they will; and you have ſufficient Exam- 
ples in the Annals of your Anceſtors, that when onfge 


the Perſon of a King falls into Contempt, his Dignity 


is little regarded. Are there not Princes of your own 


Blood, whoſe Ambition would make them rejoice in 


this Opportunity of exciting your Subjects to Sedition 
and Rebellion? Have you not Neighbours who wait 
but a fair Occaſion to invade your Realm? Have you 
not every thing to fear from the King of Denmark ? 
dend therefore to him, demand his Daughter in Mar- 


rage, give her the place your blind Paſſion offers to 


the meaneſt and moſt unworthy of your Subjects, and 
drive far hence this blot of your Renown. Believe, 
dir, that when hereafter you ſhall call to mind the re- 


L 2 __  membrance 


le ere to that Moment; and after having 
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membrance of this Frenzy, you will bleſh to think what 
2 Queen you would have given us, and what a Family 
vou would have confounded with your own. 

HERE he ceaſed to ſpeak; and the King, who had 
ſuffer'd him to go on without Interruption, anſwer'd him 
coolly, You tell me nothing, ſaid he, but what I have 
already heard from E7he/give herſelf, and you may there. 
| fore judge how impoſſible it is to-preyent what I have 
reſolved to do. Her diſintereſtedneis engaged my Par. 
- don for the wrong ſhe did herfelf, and I pardon what 
you have done on account of your Zeal, tho' a miſta- 
ken one. But expect not I will do ſoa ſecond time, 
continued he, raiſing his Voice; for know, that as 
Man, I will be ſatisfy'd, and as King, I will be obey- 
ed, Imaginary Misfortunes ſhall not deprive me of a Real 
Happineſs ; If my Neighbours, or my Subjects ſhall at- 
' tempt any thing to the Diſturbance of the State, I truſt 
my Courage ſhall triumph over the one, and my Power 
make the others tremble. As for you Prince Edpar, I 
declared not my Deſign to you for your Advice, but 
Approbation'; and tho' I ſhould have been glad you had 
ſubſcribed to it, I am not diſquieted that you do not; 
and, perhaps, without your Aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall knoy 
how to exact from my Council that Submiſſion which 
is ow ing to the Will of their King. With theſe Words 
he went out of his Cabinet, and left the Prince in ſo 

much Grief and Conſternation, that he retired to his 
Apartment, where he ſhut himſelf up to avoid the Sight 

or the Speech of any one. 75 
ETHELKED, however, diſcloſed no mark of Al. 
teration in his Countenance, and the greateſt part of 
thoſe who compoſed the Council, being in his Chamber 
when he was going to bed, he ſaid a thouſand obliging 
things to them, was extremely facetious, and omit- 
ted nothing which might render them unable to re- 
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fuſe any thing be ſhould ask; after which he order“ 


them to aſſemble the next Morning on an Affair of Im he 
| dec 
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hat THIS Monarch, whoſe Reſolution remain'd un- 
ily ſhaken, paſt the Night with no other inquietude than 
what the Impatience of poſſeſſing Eibelgive occaſioned. 
nad But Edgar was taken up with very different agitations; 
im | his great Age and Wiſdom having ſhut his Eyes to 
ave | Beauty, made him think it madneſs to run thoſe riſques 
ere - | the King did for the Attainment of it: Nor did the 
ave Wit and fine Qualities of Ezhe/give appear to him any 
ar- more than frivolous Ornaments on a Throne to which 
hat he believed Birth only could give a juſt Pretenſion. He 
ſta- £ imagined alſo, that there was more Artifice than Virtue 
me, in the proceedings of Ethe/zzve, and that ſhe had not 
as maintained ſo ſtriet a Reſerve to the King, but to bring 
ey - him to thoſe Terms they were now upon. The weak- 
Real IN neſs of Ethelred ſeem'd the more inexcuſable to him, by 
| at- MW the firm belief he had, that all the Actions of this 
ruſt young Beauty were actuated by Ambition; and his na- 
aver I tural Haughtineſs mingling with his concern for the 
„ I Intereſt of King and Kingdom, and repreſenting to 
but him that he muſt be obliged to bow the Knee and treat 

had as Queen, one who was not born even to approach Ma- 
not ; jeſty. made him determine, whatever ſhould. be the Con- 
now iſ ſequence, to take all forts of Meaſures, rather than ſuf- 
hich fer this Marriage to be accompliſhed. 1 
ord: 8 THE appointed Hour being arrived, the King went 
n fofffl tothe Council Chamber, where there wanted only 
> his Prince Edgar to render the Aſſembly compleat.. His 
Abſence gave Ethelred a great Joy, believing he ſhould. 
find the Diſpoſitions of the others more. favourable ; 
-Jand when he ſaw they were all attentive to what he 
ſhould ſay, he began bis Diſcourſe by commenting on 
the Bleſſings of Peace, and the Care he had taken in his 
Conduct with his Allies to procure it for his Subjects. 
Ie told them he was reſolved as long as God ſhould con- 
Itinue him among them, to give them all imaginable. 
ll Proofs of his Tenderneſs and Love. And then ſaid, 
Im- I he hoped, having ſpent thoſe Years, which moſt Men 
dedicate wholly to Pleaſure, in the Service of the State, , 
his People would not now think it ſtrange that he ſought ; 
E 03-00 1 a little 
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a little Satisfaction for himſelf ;; and as he could not 
approve of Marriages formed only by political Views, 


he had choſed for himſelf a Woman whoſe Beauty, Wiſ- 


dom, and Virtue, very well compenſated for her want 
of Birth. | WL . 
HE added, that he thought he could not give his 


Subjects a greater proof of his Love for them, than by 


taking one of them for his Wife; and that he hoped 
the admirable Erhelgive who had already attracted all 
their Hearts, would find no diffigylty in acquiring their 
moſt duteous Homage. He ſcarce pronounced 
theſe Words, when ſuch a confuſed Murmur ran thro 
the whole Aſſembly, as hindred him from proceeding. 

THEIR Eyes were caſt down to the Earth, a 
gloomy Diſcontent, mixed with a certain Air of Per- 
turbation, almoſt to horror, overſpread the Faces of all 
preſent ; and while every one was thinking in what man- 
ner he ſhould oppoſe an Alliance which ſeemed ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly unproportionable, the King had little to expect 
for his Satisfaction from their Replies. 


BUT whatever their Sentiments were on this Affair, 


they forebore making any Diſcovery of them, till the 
Appearance of Prince Edgar gave them new Courage, 
and Ethelred new occ:ſion to believe he had nothing to 
hope from their Aſſent. | | 
THIS wiſe Miniſter, tho“ he eaſily gueſs'd the Rea- 


ſon of this general Conſternation, deſired it might be 


explain'd, to the end he might have a ſecond opportu- 
nity of remonſtrating to the King the Dangers which 
threatned him in the Purſuit of his Defign. He had 
no ſooner ask'd the Queſtien, than one of the Lords, 
after having firſt entreated the King's Pardon, told him, 
in the name of the reſt, that the Reaſon of their Inqui- 
etude was, that they were obliged to refaſe any Thing 
to a Monarch they ſo dearly loved, and was ſo juſtly 
valuable to them; but that neither their Loyalty to 
him, nor the Welfare of the State would permit them 
ever to conſent he ſhould: be the Husband of a Maid, 
ſuch as Etheleive. 8 5 
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Now it: was, that this Prince made uſe of all his 


Wiſdom, his fine Reaſoning, and Eloquence, mingling 
Tears with his Diſſuaſions from a Union, which promi- 
ſed nothing but Tumults and Seditions among his 


Subjects, ill Uſage from his Neighbours, and too late 


Repentance and Remorſe in himfelf. What he ſaid was 
ſeconded by others, and they all join'd in one Voice to 
cry out, Ethelgive ſhould never be their Queen; when 
Etbelred convinced nothing was to be done diſmiſs'd 
them, with telling them, that he would conſider far- 
ther on the Affair, and, they ſhould know his Pleaſure 
another time. 1 5 5 "= 

EDGAR now flatter'd himſelf that the King was 
ſome what ſhaken in his Reſolution ; but how ſtrangely 
was he ſurprized, when he heard ſoon after than E:ibe7. 
red had no ſooner left the Council. than he went into 
the Room of State, and declared to a numerous con- 
courſe of Nobility then preſent, that he ſhould ſhortly 
make Ezhelgive his Queen, and that he had ſent to the 
Biſhop of Durham to come to London, in order to ſolem- 
nize this Marriage. | | 

AS this Prince was naturally violent, this News 
put him into a Rage that-exceeded all Bounds ; and 
liſtening only to the Dictates of his Zeal, he ran to the 
Palace of E1helgive to reproach her with thoſe Ar- 
tifices he imagined ſhe had made uſe of to ſeduce the 
Heart of the King. She had no other Company than 
Edith when he enter'd ; and the Rank he held at Court, 
his Age, the near Alliance he had to Ehelred, and the 
great Eſteem he was honoured with by that Monarch, 
made her receive him with all the Reſpect that was his 
| FE | | EE 

BUT Edgar, whoſe Mind was prejudiced againſt her 
by the moſt diſadvantageous Ideas, without examining 
the Sweetneſs and Modeſty that accompanied the Civi- 
lities with which ſhe treated him, opened not his Mouth 
but to rail at her Ambition, mingling with his Upbraid- 
ings ſeveral Reflections on the Meanneſs of her Birth; 
and all this in Terms the moft Outrageous that Deſpair 
could ſuggeſt. e 
2 L 4 HIS 
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HIS Behaviour and Diſcourſe threw this beautiful 
Maid into an Aſtoniſhment which kept her from inter- 


rupting him ; but when ſhe perceived he had no more to 
ſay, ſhe recollected herſelf, and anſwered in this manner. 

MY Lord, (ſaid ſhe with her accuſtomed Sweetneſs) 
another, in the Situation I am, would not, perhaps, 


have liſtned with ſo much Tranquility to Reproaches 
I fo little deſerve ; but I ſhall always reſpect my King 
In the Perſons of all who have the Honour of being al- 


lied to him, and none with more Sincerity than Prince 


| Edgar, to whom I hope to make my Innocence appear 
fo clearly, that he ſhall find more to approve, than 
blame in my Conduct. 


THAT Majeſty which reigned in the whole Per- 


ſon of Etbelgive, and the charming Tone cf her Voice, 


began to produce their ordinary Effects. Already the 
Prince beheld ker with Eyes leſs incens d, and already 
began to repent him of his Fierceneſs ; when ſhe con- 


tinued in this manner: I love the Kirg, my Lord, ſaid 


ſhe, I do nct pretend to dery it; but that Tenderneſs 


had never ary other Object than timſe'f: The Ambi- 


tion you reproach me with, has always been ſo diſtant 
from my Soul, that I tave never aimed to make my 
ſelf beloved; but, cn the ccntrary, looked on the Af- 
feQion, ard the Bounties his Majeſty honour'd me with, 
as the moſt terrible Misfortune could befal me; and fer 
the ſpace of a whole Year, that I have been compelled 
to receive them, Reſpect and Indifference have been ell 
the returns I made. I confefs, that in this I did my 


ſelf the utmoſt Violence, but Virtue and Religion ena- 


bled me to go through it; and I take all the Saints to 


witneſs, that in this Conſtraint I had no other View, 


no other Defire. than to cure my Royal Maſter of a 


- Paſhon, the Gratification of which could be attended 
only with Infamy and Shame. 


IT is but two Days ſince the Secret of my Soul, ard 
the King's Intentions in my favour were, by an Acci- 
dent, at once diſcovered ; and I appeal to him, if I did 


not labour with a diſintereſtedneſs, few of my Sex, per- 


haps, 
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haps, would have been able to have teſtified on fic an 
Occafion, to diſſuade his Majeſty from a March ſo great- 
ly to the diſadvantage of his Glory, and his Subjects Re- 
poſe. Ambition, and Artifice, my Lord, are Monſters. 
unknown to me: Innocence guides all my Steps, and 
Truth my Words. I could not refuſe my Heart to the. 
Merit of Ezhelred, but never did I aſpire to become the 
Wife of my King; and to convince you of it, invent 
ſome Means to break off this diſproportionable Marriage, 
you ſhall ſee with how much Reſignation I will ſacrifice. 
both my 'Love and Life for the Happineſs of the State, 
and the Glory of my Sovereign. 
THE time ſhe was ſpeaking, Prince Edgar regard- 
ed her with all the Marks of Admiration ; and as ſoon. 
as ſhe had done, Madam, ſaid he, by what: Services can 
I attone for the Crime I have been guilty of? I wiſh 
to God it were in my power to ſubject the Hearts and 
reconcile the Voices of the whole World in your fayour ; 
with what Zeal would I endeavour it! hut alas 
the Report I ſhall 'make of you, I fear, will not be be- 
lieved ; nor is it at all ſurprizing they ſhould.not give 
credit to my Words, when it is difficult for me to per- 
ſuade my ſelf of what I ſee. 
FIM E alone can (convince the Natiow! of your 
Worth, and may Heaven, who inſpires. you with ſuch 
excellent Virtues; conſtrain the Engliſb to render them 
the Homage which is their due. I am no longer aſto- 
niſh'd at the Sentiments of the King: It is no longer in 
my pon er to blame them; and I am certain that te ſepa- 
rate him from you, would be a Misfortune more terrible 
than all that Policy can foreſee in being united to you. - 
ETHELGITYE appeared more perplexed at theſe 
Praiſes from the Prince, than ſhe had been at the In- 
dignation he at firſt expreſ, d. She replied, however, 
with the utmoſt Modeſty, and entreated he would regu- 
late her Conduct by his Advice, with Graces fo enchant- 
ing, that ſhe gained him entirely to her Party; nor was 
there ever a more ſincere Friend than ſhe found? in him 
from this moment. | | 
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T HE King, who burned with the ſtrongeſt Impa- 
tience to be for ever with his dear Erheſpine, . had no 
ſooner given the neceſſary Orders for the Celebration of 
his Marriage, than he came to her Palace. He en- 
ter'd the very moment Edgar was going out, and being 
ſurprized to meet him in that Place, What Oecafion, 


Prince, ſaid he, has brought yon here? 


SIR, replied Edgar, I canie. with Sentiments very | 


different from thoſe I earty out ; and.rttized; jiminegi- 


ately. The King, who knew not what; ta think;of this 
Viſit, went with ſome Inquietude to the Chamber of 
Ethelgive ; but the Tranquility that appear'd in her 
Countenance, diſſipated it: His Curiofity however re- 
mained, and he defired ſhe would inform / him of the Con- 
verſation that paſs d between them. _ | 
 THIS»prudent Maid, who knew the Injury ſhe 
ſhould do the Prince if ſhe diſcovered the beginning of 
his Diſcourſe to her ; ſhe therefore carcfully conceal'd 


it, and only told the King that he had entertained her 


with the Goodneſs of his Majeſty to her. This gave an 


infinite Satisfaction to £helred, for imagining that he 
came only to examine the Worth of Erhelgive, and find- 


ing it ſuperior to his Expectations, he had departed ſa - 


_ tisfied with his Choice, he reſolved to take him into fa- 


your again. But quitting this Converſation, they entred 
into one moreagreeable to the Diſpoſition of their Hearts. 


 Ethelred teſtified ſuch an impatience to be joined to her 


by Ties indiſſoluble, that ſhe could not diſpenſe with an- 
fwering, in the moſt tender manner he could wiſh ; and 
2 few daysafter, they were married in the Royal Chap- 
by the Biſhop of Durham. : . 
BUT the Ceremony was no ſooner over, than the 
Palace became a Deſent: Of all the numerous Concourſe 
of Beauties that uſed to grace the Circle, now not one 
was to be ſeen ; nor of the other Sex any but thoſe who 
by their Employments were oblig'd to be near the Per- 


fon of the King, except a few, to whom the Merit of 


Ethelgive was known ; among whom were Prince Edger 
; THE 
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T H E Poſleflion of his fair Queen eafily confoled 
Fthelred for the little Complaiſance of his Subjects, and 
every. Day Wet 
the moſt tender Proofs of Love. 
NOR did Ezhelgive ſeem in the leaſt diſturbed at 
this Behaviour of the Courtiers : Contented to poſſeſs 
the Heart oP Ethelred, (he diſdained his Throne; and 


the leb vf Queen, which the People refuſed to give" 


her, was entirely indifferent to her: nay ſo far was ſlie 
from veſenting the Contempt they treated her with, 
that ſhe made uſe of her utmoſt power with the King, 
to prebent him from coming into any Extremities with 
them. The few whom her Virtue had attached to 
her, thought they could never ſufficiently admire and 


applaud her Patience, Humility, and Sweetneſs. Prince 


Edgar," who almoſt idolized her Goodneſs, uſed inceſ- 
ſant Endeavours to perſuade the Nobility to acknow- 
ledge her for what ſhe was, and conſent to her Core- 
nation; but without Succeſs for a long time, ſo. impla- 
cable is that Animoſity which ariſes from the Pride of 
Moog, . VF 
HE AVE N, however confirmed its approbation of 
this Marriage by bleſſing the Royal Pair with a Sqn, 
whom the King named Edmond. The Birth of this 
Prince, the Goodrefs of his Mother, and the Sollici- 
tations of Edgar, made ſome of the wiſeſt of the Great 
Men leſs inveterate than they had been; and they be- 
gan by degrees to come to Court, and congratulate the 
King : after which they could not refuſe the Title of 
Majeſty to her who had given them a Prince, whoſe 
Right to the Empire none in the leaſt diſputed. ' 
THEY had doubtleſs no longer oppoſed ſetting the 
Crown on her Head, as was her due, being the Wife of 
their King, had not Couriers arrived with Intelligence 


which filled the Minds of every one with Thoughts of 


 8nother nature. 


TWO 


e cha an before, his whole Felicity - 
conſiſted in her Converſation, and in giving and receiving | 
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TWO Earls who pretended to be deſcended from 
Alfred, one of the ſeven Kings that reigned in England, 
when Atbelſtan made an entire Conqueſt of it, took the 
Opportunity of the general Diſcontent to raiſe an Ar- 
my. They had taken up Arms in the Northern Pro- 
vinces, and were ſupported in their Enterprize by Sueno 


King of Denmark, who ſent them ſeveral well-diſci- 


Plin'd Troops; and were promiſed the ſame by Malcolm 
King of Scotland: and their Forces every day augment- 
ing, they flatter'd themſelves with the Aſſurance of de- 
throning Erhelred. _ 45 „ 
_ THIS News greatly afflicted thoſe whoſe Loyalty, 
_ notwithſtanding their Diſcontent, remained unſhaken, 
But the King, who had a truly Royal Courage, ap- 
peared little moved at it; and having iſſued out Orders 
for levying an Army, ſuch Numbers liſted as Voluntiers, 
that he had the Satisfaction to ſee he had not loſt the 
Hearts of his Subjects, though they had omitted paying 
thoſe ſuperficial Duties he expected from them. In fine, 
he was very ſoon in a Condition to repel the Inſolence of 
the Rebels ; and every thing being ready, he took leave 
of his beloved Ethelgive, who had now given ſome proofs 
of a ſecond Pregnancy. et . 
THIS Princeſs, who had never known before what 
*twas to fear the Danger of the Man ſhe loved, felt the 
moſt ſenſible Grief at the Separation; and the certainty | 
that this Rebellion had no other Pretence than the Mar- 
riage of the King, was no inconſiderable addition to her 
Sorrows. But Ethelred, whoſe Paſſion for her every 
hour increaſed, conjured her to be of comfort, aſſuring 
her, that tho' the whole World ſhould turn againſt him 
on her account, it ſhould not be capable of diminiſhi: g 
any part of that firm Affection he had vowed for her, 
or making him, even for a moment, regret the having 
loved her. wo 5 
THE King marched from London, at the Head of 
his Army towards the North of England, where he found 
the Rebels entrenched near Lincoln, which City they de- 
ſigned to beſiege. 

THE 


a TT 

THEY were extremely ſurprized at the Number and 
Beauty of the King's Army, which were encamped ve- 
ry near them, and had taken all neceſſary meaſures for 
an advantageous Attack. But this Monarch, unwilling 
to ſpill the Blood of thoſe, who, through Rebels, were 
yet his Subjects, offered a Free-Pardon to ſuch as would 
return to their Allegiance ; and to engage them to do 


ſo, repreſented to them their Weakneſs, and his Supe- 


riority. But the Scots, who were at perpetual Enmity 
with the Exgliſb animated them in ſuch a manner, that 


themſelves to make a vigorous Defence: which ſo far 
” irritated the King, that he fell immediately on them 
with ſuch ſury and ſucceſs, that in four Hours he gain- 
ed a compleat Victory. And having diſtributed his Re- 
wards and Puniſhments with the greateſt Juſtice, return- 
ed to London, where the tender Erhelgive, who had paſt 
all the time of his Abſence at the Foot of the Altar, 


received him with a Joy as perfect as his Love; and 
both were ſo ſublime, and above the ordinary Endear- 


ments, that never did any conjugal Affection appear ſo 
illuſtrious. | 
THE Feaſts and Rejoicings which were made in 
the Court and City for the King's Victory and Return, 
were in a few Months afterward:, renewed on the Birth 
of a ſecond Prince which £Ezhe/pzve brought into the 
World, and was called Edwin. This Fertility, the Con- 
ſtancy of Ezhelred, and the Virtue and Goodneſs of E- 
»elgive, determined the People at length to acknowledge 
her for their Queen. 'The Lords of the Council had a- 
greed at their next Meeting to propoſe to the King a 
Day for her Coronation, and all the Nobility of both 


Sexes were buſy in preparing new Habits and Equipa- | 


ges to make their Court in to the Queen. Prince EA. 
gar, whoſe true Friendſhip for her had gone a great 


way in bringing about this Change, reſerved to himſelf 


the pleaſure of being the firſt who ſhould inform her 
of it. y 


they refuſed to liſten to theſe Propoſals, and prepared 
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BOT how different from his Expectation did he find 
her! She was leaning on 2 Table with one Arm which 
ſupported her Head, While the other held a Handker- 
chief before her Eyes; no Company but Edith,” who 
was on her Knees by her, with her Face all covered 
- with Tears, and ſeemed abandoned to the utmoſt Ex- 

% 
A Spectacle ſo extraordinary. confounded the Prince; 
be ſtocd for ſome time obſerving them, without being 
ſeen by them ; but not Able longer to feſtrain bis 
Curicſity, he drew nearer, and with a Voice which his 
Surprize rendred more precipitate than uſual, What do 
I ſee, Madam! ſaid he? What ſtrange Accident, un- 
known to all the World but yourſelf, can difturb' the 
Felicity of your Majelty ? He had not finiſhed-this Ex- 
clamation, when the lovely Mourner took her Hand- 
kerchief from before her Face, and leoking on him 
with Eyes in which Deſpair was viſibly painted, My 
Lord, 4 ſhe, in the depth of Miſery it affords 
ſome Eaſe to ſee you Tis in your Advice alone I hope 
for Remedy. i 


YOU may judge, Madam, faid the Prince, by what 
I have already done, that there is nothing in my power 
I would not do for your Service. But I confeſs my- 
ſelf ſtrangely at a loſs to gueſs what Subject of Com- 
plaint you can have in this happy Pcint of Time, when, 
as if to triumph over the Heart of Ethelred were not ſuf- 
ficient for your Glory, you alſo triumph over the Wills 
of his People. They now, Madam, joyfully acknow- 
ledge the incomparable Ezhel/give is worthy of a Throne, 
and the firſt meeting of the Courcil will fix a Day to 
ſet the Crown upon your Head. I came full of Joy to 
acquaint you with this News, and I find you in Tears, 
and Grief of Heart. Ah! Madam, give not way 
to Sorrow ſo ill timed; nor wrong your own gocd For- 
tune, and that of the King, who, by a Conſtancy un- 
parallel'd, merits all your Attention. 
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NO, my Lord, no, interrupted ſhe haſtily, the King 
loves Eabelgiqu no more. Coldneſs and Indifference 


haye for a month paſt, uſurp'd the place of Tender- 


neſt This, my Lord. this, continued ſhe, weeping, 


is the occaſion of my Fear „ and my. Deſpair. The Ho- 


nours you bring me Tidings of, have no effect on a Mind 
like mine, wholly taken up with Love, the Heart of 
Etbelred was all my Pride, all my Deſire; and having 
loſt chat, the Grave is my only. Win. 

IIS beautiful. Privees pronounced theſe Words 
with a Vehemence which eafily. made known the Sin- 
cerity of them, But as Edgar had never perceived the 


leaſt Change in the King's Behaviour, be believed not, 


after having given ſuch. Proofs of the moſt pure Affecti- 
on, he could be Inconſtant ; eſpecially as, Ethelgive 
was grown more beautiful than ever, and had brought 
two Pledges of their mutual Affection, which ſeem- 
ed to cement it more cloſely. than before; and there- 


fore look?d on this Suſpicion as a Weakneſs which Wo- 


men are too frequently guilty of. The more he reflect- 


ed, the more he was fortified in this Opinion, and 


conjured her not to be ſo eafily alarmed. He told her, 
that ſuch Doubts were equally prejudicial to the Glory 
of Etbelred, as to her own Repole ; that what he had 
done for her, in Oppoſition to the whole Nation, was 
ſufficient to convince her he never could be capable of 
doing any thing which ſhou'd give her a juſt cauſe of 
Complaint ; and that the two Princes ſhe had given 
him, her Beauty, and his own Honour, were Securities 
for his Conſtancy. In fine, he laboured all he could 
to perſuade her what he really believed himſelf ; and 
when he left her, bid her be aſſured he would ſhortly 
return with new Proofs of the King's unchangeable 
Affection. 


BU all he had ſaid was of little effect, the King's 


Behaviour to her for ſome time was more convincing 
than every thing which could proceed from any other 
Mouth. Nor did her worſt of Fears deceive her, a new 
Attachment for a Lady of the Court had rendred him 
| : | _ Ciſguſtiul 
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diſguſtful of what he had before purſued with ſo tender 
an Ardency. He ſaw Ethelgive but with regret, and 
repented him of having entred into engagements with 


her, which were not to be broke but by death. He 


endeavoured, however, to conceal. his Sentiments from 


"hone. being defirous ſhe ſhould think the Diſgrace he 


determined for her was not owing to his Inconſtancy, 
but to Reaſons of State. | 


BIT nothing is ſo quick lighted as Love; Etbelrive 


not only preceived he had no longer any remains of 
'Tenderneſs for her, but alſo that he had a Paſſion for 


another; but a hope of one Day being able to recover 


him, made her keep this part of her Misfortune a Se- 
cret to Prince Eagar the Reſpect ſhe ſtill preſerved for 
this ungrateful Monarch not permitting her to diſcover 
what was ſo great a Blemiſh on his Glory. 

THIS Prince, however, not being able to perſuade 
himſelf that the King had in reality given any Reaſon 
for theſe Jealouſies, went immediately to his Apart- 


ment, believing he ſhould ſome way or other make a 
Diſcovery of the Truth, 


HE found him in his Cabinet, with Cor4; and the 
King no ſooner ſaw him enter, than he cried out with 
all the Marks of the moſt furious Rage, Edgar, what 
think you of the Subject that has the boldneſs to re- 
fuſe Obedience to my Commands ? Prince, continued 
he, 1 have made ſerious Reflections on the Rank 


 Etheleive holds here; I know her Preſence is Poiſon to 


the Eyes of all who wiſh me well, and tho' | have 
been guilty of a Fault I cannot repair, in marrying her, 
yet will I give my Court the Satisfaction of making 
her retire; and it was with my Orders to her, for that 
Purpoſe, that I was about to ſend Cork, and he has the 
Inſolence to deny me. What, Sir, interrupted Edgar, 
will you ſend the Queen from your Palace? will you 
plunge a Ponyard into the Breaſt of a Prince's who a- 
dores you? of a Wife, to whom the State is indebted . 


for two Princes who are looked on as a Support of 


the Empire; and of a Wife, for whom your Subjects 
Pers N | have 
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have conceived ſo perfect an Efteem, that they entreat 
you, by me, to ſet the Crown on her Head? 'They-are 


ready, Sir, to acknowledge her their Queen; and her 


Virtue has made ſuch Impreſſion on their Hearts, that 
to hear of ſuch a Change as you now threaten, would 
fill them with the extremeſt Grief. 


ETHELRED was aſtoniſhed at theſe Words from 


Edgar, but he was not in a Diſpoſition to liſten to his 
| Reaſons; Wiſdom was no longer the Conductor of his 
Actions; Vice had taken the Place of Virtue, Incon- 
ſtancy left him a Reliſh only for diſſolute Pleaſures, - and 
if he durſt, Prince Edgar had that Moment felt the Ef- 
fect of his Rage, for having offer'd to oppoſe his Will. 
He conſtrained himſelf, however, as to this particular, 
but let his whole Fury looſe on Cork, who, for refuſing 


to be the Bearer of his cruel Orders, he baniſhed from 


Court; and refuſing to hear the Prince, he called one 
of his Train, and diſpatch'd him to Ethelgive, with the 
Sentence of her Fate. | | 
PRINCE Zagar, who foreſaw the Trouble this Ac- 
cident would occafion, retired with a Soul filled with 
the moſt diſturbed Emotions; he could not reſolve to 
ſee Ethelgi ve, till ſhe had been made acquainted with 
her Misfortune by ſome other hand ; he lamented the 
Miſery he knew ſhe muſt ſuſtain ; and moſt of all, that 
a Prince whom ſhe had educated in the ſtricteſt Princi- 
ples of Virtue and of Honour ſhould be guilty of an 
Action ſo much the Reverſe of both. The whole 
Court was in a general Conſternation, when informed 
of what was doing, and Etbelzive, who two Years be- 
fore had not one Voice in her Favour, had now the uni- 
verſal Love, Eſteem, and Pity. Every one condemn'd 


the King's Change, but he was inſenſible to all the 


Remonſtrances that ſeveral of the great Men took the 
liberty to make him ; and in ſpite of all that could be 
ſaid, the unhappy Ethelgive received the fatal Order to 
abandon for ever the Palace and Preſence of the K ing, 
and retire to that Houſe he had given her before Mar- 
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THE Ladies ran in Troops to her Apartment, to 


condole her under ſo ſad, and ſo unexpected an Afflic- 


tion; but there was no time for reaſoning, the Perſon 
charged with this cruel Commiſſion had no ſooner exe - 
cuted it, than ſhe fell into. 9woon,. from, which it was 
near two. Hours be fore Ae ed e could 
recover her; and when at the Ei d of, that Time ſhe 
opened ker Eyes, Death was ſo ſtrongly decyphered.in 
her Countenance, that every one believed that finiſher 
of all mortal Things was near at hand; all the Remains 
of Strength left her in this dreadful Hour, was em- 
ploy'd in beſeeching thoſe preſent, that they would 


prevail on the King to permit her to;take her laſt adieu 


of a Husband ſhe ſo tenderly Jov'd, and by whom ſhe 
had been ſo much beloved. On which ſeveral of the 
Ladies flew to the Room of State where the Ring then 
Was, and threw themſelves at bis Feet, begging with 
Tears and the moſt ſincere Ardency, that he would 
not refuſe this laſt Conſolation to a dying Wife : with 
them the chief Nobility join'd their Prayers, but the 
hard-hearted Ethelred was inexorable to every thing, 
and wholly taken up with his new Paſſion, flung from 
the Petitioners with an Air, which made them fee he 
was not to be moved. 3 5 
THEIR Tears and whole Depcrtment at their re- 


turn ſpoke the ill Succeſs of thir Embaſſy, and the 


Queen without zsking knew there was nothing leſt her 
to hope. On which, ſhe ordered her Children to be 


brought, and ſeeing Prince Edgar that Moment enter, 


It. the Cruelty of the King has exerciſed on me, ſaid ſhe, - 
could admit of Conſolaticn, I ſhould find it in the Te- 
ſtimonies you, and the whole Court now give me of 
good Will. I proteſt to you, that I never wiſhed more 

than your Friencſhip and Eſteem, nor was Ambitious | 
of any higher Title than your Protectreſs and Interceſ- 

for. It is not for my Preſumption, Heaven has thought 
fit to puniſh me; but for my too tender Love for the 


King, who has been too much its Rival in my Adorati- 
on. Then after alittle pauſe, My Lord, reſumed ſhe, 


addreſſing 
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addreffing herſelf to Edgar, to you T recommend my 
Sons, I have cauſe to fear the Infection of their Mo- 
ther's Fate for them; but if you vouehſafe to take them 
under your Protection, T hope ho Prineiples of Virtue 
| your Admonitions, and Example will inſpire in them, 


— 
= — , —ů — 
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will enable them to ſurmoniit the Obſtacles that threa- 0 
ten to impede their way to Glory. Here ſhe teok the h 
Children in her Arms, and embraced: them with ſuch | 
Extaſies of Grief and Tenderneſs, as touch'd the Hearts x 
of all who were Witneſſes of it, with the moſt piercing a 
Sorrow. For ſome Minutes this mournful Scene was j 


fiiled up only with Sighs: Grief had locked up every 
Tongue, nor had even Prince Eqgar the Puwer of 
Speech : at length the Queen recovering herſelf a lit- ih 
tle, May ye, iaid ſhe, to the young Princes, dear | 
Pledges of a Love too tender and too ill recompenc'd, 
may ye, cne day be able to inſpire the Heart of Erhelred 
with ſome part cf that Affection he ſwore ſhould be 
inviolable to me and mine. May thoſe Sentiments 
of Duty and Reſpect, Which will accempany me to my 
Grave for him, live in you, and encreiſe with your 
Years. And may your Virtues oblige him one Day to 
regret the Fate of the unfortunate Ethelgiae. To your 
Care, my Lord, continued ſhe, turning to Fagar. I com- 
mit theſe unhappy | ririces : forſake them not, I co jure 
you. With theſe Words ſhe renewed her Endearments 

to them; and finding that no perſon had the power of 
anſwering her but with Tears, Sighs, and Looks, which 
ſpoke much more than Language could, the part they 
took in her Sufferings, her Generoſity would not permit 

| her to prolong ſo touching a Spectacle, and having em- 
braced them all, one after another, preferve for my 
Children, faid ſhe, the Love and Compatiion you teſti- 
fy for me, *tis all I have now to implore. Then ſup- 
ported by Prince Eagar, and the inconfol:itble' Edith, the 
went down. the Palace-Stairs; and: ſtepped into a Cha- 
riot which waited to carry her to the Place ordain'd for 
her Retirement. 4, 601-62 en 
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THIS Princeſs appeared ſo beautiful in her Grief, . 
and ſuch peculiar Graces accompany'd her every Action, 
that the whole Aſſembly ſet up_a Cry at her Depar- 
ture, which ecchoed thro': the Palace, and Edger him- 
ſelf was obliged to hold the. Handkerchief before his 
Face to conceal the Tears, which forced themſelves in 
great Abundance from his manly Eyes. None but Earth 


went with her into the Chariot; but all the Ladies and 


Women of her Bed-chamber, with the Officers of her 
Houſhold reſolving not to quit her in this Diſgrace, mace 
what ſpeed they could to give her their uſual Attendance. 
at this little Court, where ſhe was no ſooner arrived, 
than ſhe found herſelf ſo much indiſpoſed, that ſhe was 
obliged to be put immediately to Bec. 

EDGAR, who expected no leſs from her Deſpair, 
and was preſently informed of it, went the next Day 
to viſit her, and touched to the Soul at the languiſhing 
Condition he beheld her in. 1 come not, Madam, ſaid 
he, to offer any thing to conſole you. I know you too 


well, not to know ſuch Efforts would be in vain, but 


to perſuade you. to ſummon to your Aid all that Cou- 
rage and high Virtue which bas render'd you the Ad- 


miration of the Wcrld. *Tis in this ſad reverſe of For- 


tune you ought to exert them, and ſhow how worthy 
you are of a Rank, whence you are ſo unjuſtly driven. 
Time and Patience may bring about a Change to your 
advantage ; you have acquired the Hearts of the People, 
their Example may recover that of the King, to whom 
your Perfections are infinitely more known. Live, Ma- 
dam, and by your Fortitude make him bluſh at his Infi- 
delity; and tho' I eaſily perceive 1 have loſt all Power 
with him, be aſſured, I will not ſpare remonſtrating to 
him every thing that is neceſſary for your Re. eſtabliſn- 
ment; tho' deat at preſent, the Seeds of Nobleneſs are 
in his Nature, I flatter myſelf he will one Day liſten to 
the Voice of Reaſon; I beg of you no more than to 


live to enjoy the Fruit of my Labours, and a Happineſs 


which nothing hereafter will have the Power to diſcom- 
poſe. 1 


MY 


1.245 
MY Lord, reply'd ſhe, my Reſignation to the Im- 
mortal Will, may aſſure you I ſhall do nothing to haſten 
my Death; but the Love of Ezhelred was ſo much a 
part of my Life, that he cannot deſtroy the one without 
the other, I cannot promiſe you to live, that does not 
depend on myſelf ; but this I can, that to my laſt Mo- 
ment I will retain the grateful Memory of what you 
haye done for me, 7 | | 
THE Pain with which ſhe uttered theſe Words con- 
vincing the Prince that Company was far from being 
any Alleviation to her Sorrows, he look leave with a 
Heart truly touch'd with her Calamities ; but while he 
and the whole Court were com miſerating her Condition, 
Ethelred purſued his new Amour, and the Object of it 
having neither the Piety nor the Virtue of Zzhelgime, 
permitted him to indulge all thoſe wanton Joys an un- 
lawful Love could ask ; which News being reported to 
 Ethelgive, gave her ſome little Hope that the difference 
of their Characters might in time recal the Wanderer; 
but juſt as ſhe was beginning to conſole herſelf on the 
unworthineſs of her Rival, ſhe received a ſecond Intel- 
ligence, which entirely overthrew all the pleaſing Proſ- 
pe& the other had raiſed. | 
THE Commerce at that time between the Cities of 
London and Roan, and the Correſpondence the Engl; 
Lords had with thoſe of Normandy, brought to the Ears 
of Fthelred the report of the exquiſite Beauty of the 
Princeſs Emma, Siſter to Richard the Second, Duke of 
| Normandy. This inconſtant Prince, whoſe Heart being 


once falſe, was now like Tinder, which every Spark 


could kindle, was immediately enflamed with the De- 
ſcription he heard of her; but her Picture being pre- 
ſented to him, entirely compleated the Conqueſt. He 
now more than ever regretted his Marriage with Ezhel- 
give, and her having Children by him, putting an in- 
vincible Obſtacle to an entire cancelling it, he fell into 
ſo violent a Deſpair, that the Sight of the young Princes 
was inſupportable to him. | 


THE 
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1 HE Miſtreſs fur whoſe ſake he had baniſh'd his 
Queen, was now baviſh'd- herſelf with as much Con- 
tempt and Iguominy, as the other had been with Love 


and Reverence. He abandon'd, all his former Pleaſures, 
and delivering himſelf up to Melanchaly, he paſt whole 
Days together in his Cabinet, 3 the beauti- 
ful Picture of Euma. 5 
THIS, was no ſooner. related to ele ive. chan 
found the Loſs of all her Hopes in the Birth. an per. 
fections of this Princeſs ; and. unable to ſuſtain, this ſe- 
cond Shock, ' ſhe fell into a violent Fever, from which 
the Phyſicians ſoon perceived it was not in the power 
of their Art to recover her. She receiv'd the Certainty 
of her Death with an unparallell'd Conſtancy of Mind; 
and ſeeing nothing but Tears, aud the moſt pierc 
Sorrow in all thoſe who were about her, appear'd e Ling 
and unmov'd herſelf, and endeavour'd to comfort 0 
by ſaying they ought not to mourn, but rejoice, that ſhe 
-was going to be delivered from the Miſeries ſhe had fo 


long endur'd. 


SOME Hours before her Death, ſhe wrote a Letter 
to the King, under a Cover directed to Prince Ed ar; 
who ſhe begg to take the care of delivering it. Aﬀter 
this, ſhe diſtributed what ſhe was poſſeſt of between 
Edirb and the Perſons who had not forſook her in the 
Change of her Condition; and dedicating her laſt Mo- 
ments to Acts of Devotion, ſhe expired, being no more 
than three and twenty Vears old, as beautiful as ever, 
and univerſally lamented. 

EDITH had no ſooner performed her laſt Duties, 
and ſeen her laid in the Earth, than ſhe retired to a 
Convent, where ſhe. took the Veil ſome time after. As 
for Prince Eagar, he acquitted himſelf of the Commiſſion 
entruſted to him by this virtuous Princeſs, and with Eyes 
ſtreaming with unfeigned Tears preſented her Letter to 
the King, who having already heard of her Death, re- 
ceived it with a Coldneſs and Inſenſibility, which made 
the Prince think he had ſhook of all Humanity; he 
took the Letter, but without opening it, or even caſt- 

ing 
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ing his Eyes on it, threw it careleſsly into a little ena- 
meld Coffer which happen'd to ſtand near him; and 
withoae ſpeaking 'a Word of the Perſon who bad wrote 
it, entertain'd Edgar with indifferent Things; who far- 

prized at the Hard heartedneſs of this Behavour, took 

is Leave in a ſhort time, and gave him liberty to in- 
dulge the ſecret Satisfaction of his Mincte. 

THIS Monarch who Was naturally vehement in 
all his Pafflons, ſuffered but a few Days to paſs before 
be declared his Intentions of deſiring the Princeſs Fma 
of her Brother in Marriage, and to that end ſent as Am- 
baſſador to the Court of Normandy, the Earl of Kent, 
one of the moſt rich and powerful of the Eagiiſꝭ Noble- 
men, and at that time General of all the Forces of the 

Kingdom. 'He arrived at Roan with a magnificent 
Equipage, and followed by three hundred Gentlemen of 
Condition, nor was his Reception unworthy of his Ap- 
pearance; and having made known the Purport of his 
Embaſly, it was immediately acceded to, and he re- 
turned according to the Wiſh of his Maſter in a very 
\ ſhort time, bringing with him the beautiful Princeis. 

NEVER was Alliance celebrated with more Pomp, 
and the Charms of Enna making the People hope the 
Inclinations of their King would now be fix'd, they 
looked on her with a fincere Joy; the publick Reoi- 
cings continued a whole Month, and this Prince ſeemed 
new ſo infinitely happy in his lovely Queen, chat it was 
thought next to an Impoſſibility he ſhould ever be capa- 
ble. of CH. HERE: rem 

THE new Queen was not ignorant of all that had 
happened on Ethelgve's Account, and the Hiſtory of 
her Virtues and Sufferings, made her, as ſhe was berſelf 
a Miracle of * Goodneſs, conceive the utmoſt Eſteem for 
her Memory and treat her Children with little leſs Af- 
fection than if they had been her own. 

THE firſt Year of her Marriage ſhe preſented Eagland 
with a Prince, whom Ethe/red named Alfred, and who 
was regardedas preſumptive Heir to the Crown, becauſe 
he King's Marriage with Ehelgive being againſt the 

; | | Conſent 
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Conſent of the Parliament and Council, had not been 
celebrated with all the Formalities requiſite by the Laws 
of the Kingdom. The ſecond Vear was born another 
Son, who was called Edward, and was afterwards that 
famous Fdward the Cenfeſſor, King of England. | 

A profound Tranquillity now reign'd through all 
dhe Kingdom; there were now no Factions, no op- 
poſite Parties, the common People were content, and 
the Great lived in a perfect good Intelligence; the 
Queen, who poſſeſs'd all the Qualities neceſſary for a 
great Princeſs, was the Delight of both the Court 
and City. The Tenderneſs ſhe teſtified for the Chil- 
_ dren of Ethelgive, very much contributed to render her 

beloved; Prince I dmond, whoſe Features had the exact 
Reſemblance of his beautiful Mother, kept the Memory 
of that unfortunate Princeſs freſh in the Minds of the 
People, and made them behold with Joy the Bounties 
of the Queen to her Remains, making not the leaſt dif- 
ference between them and the two Princes ſhe had 
brought Ezhelred. Every thing ſmiled, there wanted 

nothing to make this King the happieſt Monarch in the 

World; when, as tho' weary. of Proſperity, his own In- 
_ conſtancy of Nature began to appear, and involved him 

and his Country in Diſturbances Which were not eaſily 
quieted. 

HE took ſo ſudden, and ſo extraordinary an Averſion 
for the Queen, that he was not able to endure her in 
his Sight, nor had he the Power of concealing either 

from her or the whole Court, the' Cauſe why he took 
all Opportunities of being abſent from her. Tho' few 
Women had ever more charming Sweetneſs to her In- 
feriors, yet was ſhe naturally fierce to her Equals; ſhe 
complained to the King of the change of his Behaviour, 
and warn'd him not to oblige her to proceed to Extre- 
mities which might be diſadvantageous to him, this 
Menace ſery'd only to heighten his Diſtaſte; and inſtead 
of attempting any thing in his Vindication, he flung from 
her with an Air of Diſdain, which ſhe was unable to 


ſupport, and wrote immediately the whole Account of 
| | every 
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every thing to the Duke of N. 1 who entring in- 
to the Intereſts of his Siſter, ſent Ambaſſadors to Erhel- 
red demanding the Reaſon of this Treatment of a Prin- 
ceſs not unworthy of him. 

THIS Proceeding: more irritated Matters between. 
them, and ſhe had the ſame Sentence paſs'd upon her, 
as had been ſo fatal to her Predeceſſor. She was bas 
niſh'd from the Bed and Palace of the King, to both 
which Miſtreſſes of all Degrees and all Complections 
were admitted, the Court was filled with Debaucheries 
of all kinds; and in their Riots the Queen and the Duke 
of Normandy were ridiculed in the moſt contemptiious 
manner. The whole Kingdom was now in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, Factions were formed, Conſpiracies carried 
on, Religion effaced, Commerce neglected, and every 
thing that could ſobvert a Monarchy proſecuted with 
the utmoſt Vigour. 

IN the midſt of this Confuſion two Dany Lende | 
were accuſed of ſending Intelligence abroad to the pre- 
judice of England. On which, Erhelred made them be 
ſeiz d, and their Heads immediately ſtruck off; tho? 

this Sentence was oppoſed by all the wiſe Men of the 

Council, who foreſaw the ill Conſequences that would 
attend ſuch a Proceeding. 

THIS News was no ſooner carry d to Denmark, than 
Sueno ſwore to revenge their Death in the moſt bloody 
Manner, and accordingly raiſed a very powerful Army, 
with which, through the Neglect of Ezhelred, and the 
unhappy Diviſions among his Subjects, he invaded Eng- 
land in the beginning of the Month of May 1013, 
where he ſoon became Maſter of all the Neri Pro- 
vinces of that Kingdom. 

ETHELRED, who Wnated riot Coutigh, now be- 
gan to look about him, and gathering together what 
Forces he could raiſe, went to meet the Enemy ; but 
they being fluſk'd with their former Succeſſes, preven- 
ted his March, and fell upon him fo unexpectedly, that 
his Troops were immediately put into Diforder ; ſome | 
were killed, others taken Priſoners but much the 
greater > betook en to flight. F a it 
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impoſſible to rally, he was compelled to return to Lon- 
don, where he found every thing in the utmoſt Confu- 
fion. In this Extremity he had recuurſe to the Queen, 
who burying all the Memory of. her Wrongs in his Mis- 

| fortunes, wrote to her Brother to afford him Refuge in 
his Dukedom ; who, in conſideration of her Intereſt, ac- 
corded to every thing deſired of him; and Z1helred, 
with all the Royal Family, embark'd with all ſpeed for 
Normandy. | V 
' THE Duke, excited by his natural Genereſity, and 
by the Intreaties of his Siſter, received Ethelred with the 
ſame Civility he would have done, had he been till in 
Poſſeſſion of the Crown of England, and promiſed he 
would do his utmoſt for his Re-eſtabliſhment. 
THIS News arriving in France, a great Number of 
young Noblemen, animated by the deſire of Glory, re- 


| Paired to Normandy, and entred into the Sevice of the 


Engliſh King. And as the Example of thoſe in high 
life never fails to influence thoſe beneath, theſe were 
followed by ſo great a concourſe of inferior Gentry ; that 
with them, and the Succours raiſed him in Normandy, 
the King ſoon found himſelf in a Condition to attempt 
the Recovery of his Dominions, | 
FORTUNE, ſo lately averſe, now ſeemed to ſmile 
again on the Deſigns of Zthelred: As he was almoſt 
ready to put to Sea, he heard of the Death of Sueno; 
and his Son Canutus, who was very young, had no- 


ting in bis Name which could give Terror to his Op- 


poſerz. All things being prepared, the King landed in 
Suffix with an Army of dey thouſand Men. The 
Danes who were poſted to ohſtruct his March were 
eaſily defeated, and he paſſed on to the main Body of 
the Army: where, being bold enough to hazard a Bat- 
gle. they were almoſt all {lain, or taken Priſoners, with 
the Loſs of all their Baggage. Canutus, the Son of 
| Sxeno, eſcap'd; and with a few Danes that Temain'd, 
embark'd haſtily, quitting their Glory, and their Con- 
Re... 4 +. 454k $4. e 45 e . 
 ETHELRED returning with his victorious Army to 
Londen, was Received with Oe joyful Acclamations 1 


| 7 

all his Subjects: He ſent for his Family from Normaugy, 
and heaped Honours and Preſents on thoſe who had ſo 
bravely aſſiſted his Enterprize. Every thing was now 
once more in Tranquillity, and this Monarch, who had 
reſolved never to fall into his former Inadvertencies, ho- 
ped to paſs the remainder of his Days in Calmneſs ; when 
the repoſe of his Mind was all at once deſtroy'd by an 
Accident he leaſt expected. | | = 

AS he was amuſing himſelf one Day, in his Cabi: 
net, with chuſing from among a great number of Dia- 
monds ſome to make a Bracelet for the Queen, he hap- 
pen'd to caſt his Eyes on the Letter of the unfortunate 
Ethelgive, which had till this Moment never been open- 
ed; a ſudden Emotion of which he. was not Maſter, 
made him break the Seal, and the firſt Lines engaging 
him to read on, the moſt tender pity took poſſeſſion of 
his Heart. He kifs'd the dangerous Paper, without be- 
ing ſenſible why he did ſo; in fine, he examin'd the 
Contents of it, and found they were as follows. 


The faithful and moſt unfortunate ErugLOIVE, to her 


Husband and her King, the tos much beloved 
ETHELRED. | 


MY LORD, : | 
ER EZ not my Death inevitable, and at haud, 1 

Sould wot have the preſumption to approach you 
with any Teflimonies of a Paſſion which has no longer 
any thing in it agreeable to your Majeſly. But the Condi- 
tion I am in, authorizes my Temerity ; and you cannot re- 
Fuſe the dying Ethelgive the Conſolation of giving you her 
laſt fartauel, and of telling you that ſhe has lowed, and 
flill loves yu as much as ever, in ſpite of all you have 
made her ſuffer ; and that it is not in the Power of that 


| Death your cruel Change inſticts on her, to eraſe the Me- 


mory of that dear Affection you once honoured me nwith. 
1 take not the Pen in my Hand, oh Ethelred! te re- 


proach you ; my Reſpect ſarmounts your Infidelity, and 1 


accuſe not your Inconflancy, fo much as my own ill Fate, 
which gave ne not the Qualities neceſſary to preſerve your 
| : M 2 | Hear ih 
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Heart. I only beſeech you to remember, I neglefed no- 
thing that might hinder you from repenting you had be- 
flowed it on me; and that I returned with the moſt perfect 
tend:rneſs and ſubmiſſion the Favours you conferred upon me. 
LET mot therefore a Name aubich has been pleaſing to 
; your Ears, become odious, nor make thoſe unfortunate Prin- 
ces I leave behind, ſhare in the Contempt you ſhow their 
ewretched Mother. Remember, Sir, you are their Father ; 
and that when they firſt ſaw light, they loft all that might 
be aſcribed to them from my Birth, to partake the Glory 
of yours + If they have any reſemblance of me, I wiſh it 
may be only in their Love and Duty to your Majefly. 
YOU will foon give England a Queen truly worthy to 
ill the Place I hawe bat uſurped : I yield, without regret, 
a Throne to which I never pretended ; but, if I were to 
live, I could not, auith the ſame Reſignation, behold her 
Reign in your Heart. But, Sir, I die, and there will 
Shortly remain no Obflacle to theſe wiſh'd for Nuptials.— 
May they be more happy than mine, for med under the moſt 
auſpicious Influences, and no dangerous Novelties inter- 
poſe to poyſon their future Sqweets, . 
PERMIT me, Sir, in Quality of the firſt of your 
Subjects, to take the Liberty of calling you back to your 
Self, whence you too long have wandred. No Intereſt of 
my own has any part in this Admonition, tis dictated only 
by the Confideratien of yours. "Tis to your Glory — 
"tis to your Repoſe, I beg you will ſacrifice the gayer Enc- 
tions of your Soul. Engage by your Love, and by your 
Conftancy, that excellent Princeſs you are going to make 
your Partner: Let her not blame the Ardour of that Paſ- 
fon I hade expreſs'd for you; the more amiable you ap- 
pear to her, the more ſhe will excuſe my Conduct. 
But, alas ! who can ever love you as Ethelgive has 
done ? She lived not but for you, and died when her 
Life had no more the Power to pleaſe you. Adieu, Sir, 
my Strength is exhaufled, but my Tenderneſs for you re- 
agains in its full Vigour — You will ſee me no more, —you . 
auill bear from me no more; and 1 leave the World with 
| this only Hope that you will ſometimes think of 855 
 ETHELGIVE. 
e 


„„ 
'THIS Letter had as ſudden an Effect on the Heart 
of the King, as the firſt Sight of her who wrote it; 
the Image of this Princeſs, adorned with all her Charms, 
preſented itſelf to his Mind: Her ſoft Endearments, eve- 
ry Joy he had experienced in her Poſſeſſion, returned to 
his Memory. His Admiration of her thouſand Virtues 
now rekindling, and Grief, and Remorſe for having 
treated her fo unworthily, made his Breaſt a perfect 
Chaos of Confuſion, But when he reflected that ſhe 
was for ever loſt, and that his Unkindneſs had cauſed 
her Death, he reproached himſelf in the ſevereſt man- 
ner. His paſt Conduct now appeared in its blackeſt Co- 
lours, a terrible Repentance enſued. From his Wrongs 
of Ethelzive, he deſcended to thoſe he had offered E- 
ma; the Outrage he had done two of the moſt lovely, 
and moſt Virtuous Women on the Earth, made him ſeem 
a Monſter to himſelf. He ſtood amazed that there was a 
Poſſibility for him to have abuſed Patience, and Sweet- 
neſs, ſuch as theirs ; the perfect Submiſſion of the firſt, 
her Love, and her Death ; the Obligations he had to 
the laſt, all at once aſſailed him, and put him into a 
Condition truly pityable. | 1 
WHILE he was employed in theſe Meditations, the 
Queen entred the Cabinet unſeen by him, his Back be- 
ing to the Door; and perceiving a Paper in his Hand, 
ſhe drew near ſoftly, and leaning over the Chair in which 
he fat, read diſtinctly the whole Letter of Ethelgive. 
She was fo much touch'd with it, that without think- 
ing where ſhe was, Tears burſt from her Eyes, and ſhe 
ſighed ; which rouzing the King ought of the deep 
Thought he had been in, and turning about, and ſecing 
her in that poſture, Ah Madam! ſaid he, what haye 
you diſcovered ? DE: 0; | 
DO not be alarm'd, reply'd this beautiful Queen, to 
find me in Tears, they are occafion'd neither by Jealouſy 
nor Envy; but I give em to the Memory and Misfor- 
tunes of the moſt amiable Woman that ever was; and I 
ſhould be unworthy to fill the Place ſhe has left me, if 1 
ſhould regret that which ſhe ought always to maintain 


in your Remembranee, 
| 5 SENTIMENTS _. 
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SENTIMENT s fo noble and fo rare, entirely 
brought back all the former Virtues of this Prince; and 
relating to the Queen without Diſguiſe the whole Ad- 
venture of this Letter, he freely confeſs'd, that it had 
rekindled in his Heart all the Love he had felt for 
Ethelgive : But, Madam, ſaid he, this Paſſion is but for 
a Shade, you are the Subſtance to whom my whole 
Vows ſhall hereafter be perpetually addreſs'd, not can I 
repay the Wrongs I have done that unfortunate Princeſs, 
but by loving her Perfections in you. My Lord, reply'd 
the Queen, I ſhall always receive your Affection with 
the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure, whether given on my own or 
Etbelgiue's account, This — ſeem'd to reſtore 
. ſome part of that eaſe to Ethelred, the reading the Let- 
ter had deprived him of. He thank'd her, and this 
moving Converſation concluded with Promiſes of an in- 
violable Fidelity. | | 
BOT whatever he ſaid, or perhaps thought at that 
time, his Soul grew more and more perplexed. The 
Image of Etbelgive followed him wherever he went, 
her Letter was imprinted on his Heart in indelible 
Characters, he gave every Moment the Tribute of a 
Sigh to her Memory; and tho' he lived in the utmoſt 
Unity with the Queen, yet Ezhelgive had all his Love, 
ſhe took up all his Thoughts, and ſecret Grief began 
to prey upon his Health, and render his Body languid 
as his Mind, when he heard that Canutus the young 
King of Denmark was coming with a numerous Army 
to invade his Territories. This News being confirm'd, 
Ethelred aſſembled his Troops, recruited them, and 
took all neceſſary precautions to reſiſt his Enemy; who 
in the Spring of the Vear 1015, appear'd on the Coaſts 
of England with a formidable Fleet, where he not only 
landed in ſpight of all the Oppoſition could be made: 
but alſo encamped ſo advantageouſly, that Erbelred 
judg'd it not prudent to hazard a Battle, and contented 
himſelf with ſmall Skirmiſhes, falling ſometimes on one 
part, and ſometimes on another; but his Troops being 
always beaten, and the Enemy ftill gaining ground, this 
unhappy Monarch, preſi d by this new Misfortune, - 
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by the moſt cruel Remorſe, and perſecuted with the 
Idea of her who could not be recalled, was ſeized with 
a violent Fever, of which he died in a few Days, pro- 
houncing inceſſantly the Name of Ethelgiwe, and leav- 
ing his Kingdom and Family in a Confuſion which is 
not to be expreſs'd. The Children of Emma were not 
in a Condition by reaſon of their Age to diſpute the 


Crown with thoſe of Etbelgive; and Edmond being 


the eldeſt, was ſet upon the Throne to the prejudice 
of thoſe born of the Norman Princeſs. This, con- 


tinued Felicia, was the End of Erhelred, one of the 


_— and moſt inconſtant Monarchs in the 
World. | 5 

FELICIA had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when this 
amiable Company, who had done nothing but weep 
during her recital of theſe Adventures, gave her a thou- 


ſand Praiſes, not only for the Hiſtory itſelf, but for the 
touching manner in which ſhe had repeated it. For 
my part, ſaid Camilla if I hear many more of the 
ſame Nature, it will abſolutely convert all my Gaiety 
into Melancholy ; I have a Heart ſo much ſoftned with 


this one, that I know not when I ſhall be able to laugh 
„ 8 ; 

THAT would be an unſpeakable loſs to all who en- 
joy the Pleaſure of your agreeable Converſation, ſaid 
Urania; but the Misfortunes of Etbelgiue are indeed 


of ſuch a Nature, that one cannot hear them without 


being ſenfibly affected. 


CONFESS then, added Florinda, that it gives 


one a cruel Idea of Mankind, and that Ezhelred is a 
great Example of the Inſtability of his Sex. Ah! my 


dear Flerinda, interrupted Eraſmus, carry not your dan- 


gerous Reflections too far, nor for one faithleſs Man 

condemn thoſe who are incapable of changing. 
WHATEVER. they are, ſaid Celemena, tis ſafeſt for 

our own Tranquility to believe them true ; andI am fo 


thoroughly perſuaded of the Fidelity of all here, that 


the Hiſtory of the King of England hes given me no 
Idea to their Diladvantage. | 1 


=. 


ö 

WE merit this Confidence, Madam, - cry'd Thelamont, 
and you riſque nothing in anſwering for our Conſtancy. 
As he was proceeding, a Servant came. to inform 
them Supper was ready. I aſſure you, ſaid Camilla, 
riſing, I have need of as good a Repaſt as that I am 
going to, to diſſipate the ſorrow Felicia has cauſed in 

* A | | 


THE manner in which. this beautiful Lady pro- 
nounced theſe Words, made them all laugh; and to di- 
vert this pretended Melancholy, every body, after they 
were ſet at Table, endeavoured to vie with the other in 
. Wit and Pleaſantry. Silviaza and Areliſe having declar- 
14 ed they had never paſs d a more agreeable Day, Urania, 
| whoſe Houſe was large enough to contain this Augmen- 
tation of her Company, entreated Celemena and her 
amiable Friends to ſtay all Night. They accepted the 
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The End of the Third Volume. 
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